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It all started with a
Nuthatch…
Many of you who have been
supporters for a long time might
have once upon a time heard Len
Soucy say that this whole thing
started when his wife, Diane,
asked for a bird feeder. There’s
some truth to that tale, but the real
story goes a little deeper.
In the late 1950’s, Len and
Diane were already getting interested in animals. It wasn’t wildlife
yet at that point; it was canines.
They were breeding Shetland
Sheepdogs for show. And on one
White-breasted Nuthatch
summer day in 1960 they visited a dog breeder in Livingston,
New Jersey.
It was there that Diane saw her first White-breasted Nuthatch—a spunky
little songbird that has an unusual ability to climb not only straight up a tree
trunk, but straight DOWN as well. Diane had never seen this kind of behavior
from a bird before and it sparked her interest. And it was this singular, almost
random event at the home of a dog breeder in Livingston, New Jersey, more
than 57 years ago which might really be called the beginning, the true spark
and genesis of what our founder, Len Soucy, would sometimes refer to as “this
great mess he had gotten his family and friends into.”
So much has happened in those 57 years. In the late 1960’s Len became a
US Fish and Wildlife licensed bird bander. In 1970 he founded the Kittatinny
Mountains Raptor Banding station. In the late 1970’s the NJ Raptor Association was born, to be renamed as The Raptor Trust and incorporated as a
nonprofit, 501(c)(3) wild bird rehab and education facility in 1983. And it has
grown since then into one of the premier wildlife centers in the country.
Today, we’re still growing (and facing challenges as a result). Last year
we took in a record 5,672 birds. Our capacity to handle the volume is stressed,
so this year we are initiating The TAKE FLIGHT Campaign which will allow
us to upgrade our medical equipment, renovate our infirmary, expand our capacity, and purchase a custom mobile veterinary unit. It’s an exciting time.
Read on. Learn about some of our accomplishments and struggles in 2016.
Delve into some of the environmental challenges we all have a responsibility
to address. And join us as we TAKE FLIGHT into 2017 and beyond.
Fly high,
Chris Soucy
Executive Director

Cover Photo: Joy Yagid

The Raptor Trust is dedicated to the fullfillment of three primary missions:

1 Provide free care and assistance to injured, sick, or orphaned wild birds.
2 Educate people about wild birds, especially birds of prey.
3 Provide a humane example for others.

LETTER FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
by Bill Conger
The Raptor Trust is well into its
third year of Chris Soucy’s leadership
and the future could not look brighter.
Chris and the Board of Trustees have
sought to ensure the future of Len &
Diane Soucy’s dream with a Long-Term
Plan that is currently moving forward.
The first piece of the plan is the addition of a state-of-the-art mobile surgical suite and upgrades to the infirmary.
To address this need our recently announced TAKE FLIGHT campaign—
our first capital campaign ever—is
already underway. Blake Putnam, our
Development Director, is heading up
the fundraising process and has challenged the Board of Trustees to lead the

charge, which we have enthusiastically embraced. We fully expect to reach
our $300,000 goal in time to order the
mobile medical unit this summer, complete renovations to the infirmary over
the winter and be prepared for another
record baby bird season in the spring of
2018. Moving forward, the Long-Term
Plan includes expansion of our education program, enhancements of the
on-site experience for visitors and additions to the endowment for support of
our summer intern program.
Chris, the staff and volunteers
handled over 5,600 birds in 2016. Our
mission statement clearly states that
“we provide free care and assistance to

injured, sick, or orphaned wild birds.”
As the number of birds we admit begins to stretch the limit of our capacity
to handle them, campaigns like TAKE
FLIGHT will enable us to move forward and prepare for the future.
Finally, a tip of the hat to The Raptor Trust staff, our volunteers, and the
Board of Trustees. Each of these groups
is worthy of a lengthy treatise on its contribution to The Raptor Trust’s success.
Instead, I’m reduced to a very humble
thank you for all their time and effort.
Remember, whenever you see a
hawk soaring or a bird flying, smile and
think of our founder, Len Soucy.

REHABILITATION
A TRULY REMARKABLE BIRD—THE OLD GAL

Dylan Cobb

In October of 1983, a first year Red-tailed Hawk was cap- be released. Who knows how many young she raised on her
tured in migration at The Kittatinny Mountains Raptor Band- own in the wild? We do know that she had quite a knack for
ing Station in Sussex County, New Jersey. She was tagged it and she did it well in captivity here at The Raptor Trust for
with a US Fish and Wildlife service band issued to Raptor many seasons.
Sadly, she passed away in January, 2017 at the age of 34
Trust founder, Len Soucy, and then she was released. This in
and of itself is not particularly notable. Thousands of raptors years, 7 months. She had contracted avian pox, a contagious
are banded and released each year in the United States by hun- disease. While avian pox can be treated with proper supportive
dreds of licensed banders in an attempt to learn more about care and treatment of the lesions which result from the virus,
their lives, migratory patterns and longevity. However, this it has been shown that the virus may remain transmittable for
particular bird’s journey was just beginning and her story is quite some time even if a bird recovers from the symptoms.
This is a very dangerous scenario for a bird in captivity and in
one of the most amazing ever.
27 years later, she was recovered in New
contact regularly with other birds.
The Old Gal was isolated from our othYork State, injured and in rough shape. When
er birds while we treated her pox. Her health
she was brought to The Raptor Trust for treatbegan to decline and her very advanced age
ment it was as if the impossible had occurred.
made it clear that she was failing. Our medical
Not only was the bird recovered and once
again in the hands of Len Soucy, but at 27+
team consulted with other veterinarians and
avian biologists, but there was nothing more
years old she was the 2nd oldest Red-tailed
that could be done. The Old Gal was humaneHawk ever recorded living in the wild.
ly euthanized here at The Raptor Trust.
Her injuries were severe enough that
she was not able to recover fully and at her
But her story was STILL not over. We began looking into Red-tailed Hawk longevity
advanced age we decided not to release her
records, both for wild birds and captive birds.
again. She became a permanent resident here,
In addition to being the 2nd oldest Red-tailed
living in a large aviary with an ever-revolving group of adolescent Red-tailed Hawks to
Hawk ever recorded in the wild, we believe
whom she served as surrogate mother. Each
that this bird, The Old Gal, with her extended
7-year stay here at the end of her long life, also
spring she would take on the task of mothbecame the 2nd oldest Red-tail ever held in
ering a gang of rowdy youngsters as they
“The Old Gal”
captivity as well! A truly remarkable bird.
grew and learned from her, getting ready to
34 years, 7 months old.
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REHABILITATION
American Woodcock

American Woodcocks were
hit hard by Winter Storm
Stella in March of 2017. These
early migrants returned to the
area to find warm weather
this spring and lots of earthworms, their primary food
source. When Stella hit, they
were unable to find food on
the snow-covered ground.
Many were found in distress
and brought to TRT for care.
Several were nursed back to
health and released.

AN EAGLE’S TALE—FOLLOW UP
Lily—2016’s most famous Eagle.
In December, 2015 we admitted a Bald Eagle that had
been shot in Hunterdon County, NJ. Nicknamed “Lily” by
a 4-year-old girl in the neighborhood where it was found,
the bird suffered multiple gunshot wounds, significant tissue
and nerve damage as well as lead poisoning. With the help of
colleagues from Woodlands Wildlife Refuge and the Avian
Wildlife Center, we were able to capture the bird. The eagle
was in rehab here at The Raptor Trust for many months, undergoing several surgeries and multiple rounds of treatment
for lead poisoning. Lily turned out to be a male, and he was
very particular about his diet, European sea bass being about
the only thing he would eat regularly.
Lily, 2016’s most
While the Lily’s prospects did not look good at
famous
Bald Eagle
first, finally in late 2016 we were able to release the
bird back into the wild. Again, with help from Giselle
Smisko and the Avian Wildlife Center in North Jersey, we found an ideal location in the Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge in Sussex County and set the
eagle free.
Lily’s story was covered by Philadelphia TV news, NY City talk radio, various
NJ.com outlets, local papers, and blogs throughout the country. Lily’s adventure was
one of the most widely covered wildlife events of the year and though touch-and-go at
times, we were thrilled that this particular story had a happy ending.

FISHING LINE
In 2016, we admitted 56 birds that had been caught in
fishing line, fishing tackle, various kinds of netting, string,
wire and devices not designed to capture birds. This number was up approximately 120% from 2015. We don’t
know the exact reason for the significant increase, but it
points to the need for more awareness about the dangers
these articles pose when left in the environment and the
need for sportsmen, outdoor enthusiasts, municipalities
and everyone enjoying our public spaces to make an effort
to clean up.

BIRDS AFFECTED
Raptors
15
Waterfowl and herons 15
Songbirds
26

Great Horned Owl with fishing tackle
stuck in its wing. Warren, NJ 2016
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REHABILITATION
BUGS

GET THE LEAD OUT

by Liz Ennis

by Libby Haines
Lead poisoning is a serious issue for wildlife. Certain species are
more prone to exposure than others.
At TRT the species we find to
be most affected are vultures, eagles, and waterfowl, mainly swans
and geese. Although
lead shot has been
banned in waterfowl
hunting since 1991, it
is still widely used in
ammunition for upland
game hunting and in fishing
tackle. Acute lead poisoning occurs
in birds when they ingest lead, either
in the form of lead sinkers used in
fishing (think of the way swans and
geese forage for food) or spent lead
shot or bullet fragments in carcasses consumed by scavengers, such as
vultures and eagles.
We routinely test all swans, vultures and eagles that come in for
rehabilitation, whether they have
symptoms or not. Testing is fairly
simple and consists of a blood sample and radiographs. We also test
any bird that is showing symptoms
consistent with lead poisoning. Typical signs of lead poisoning include
lethargy, weakness, weight loss and
general nervous system disruption.

Lead poisoning can cause permanent
neurological damage.
In 2016, 49 birds were tested
for lead poisoning. 35% showed
levels high enough to require treatment. Of the 17
birds that tested positive
for lead poisoning, 59%
did not survive. Unfortunately, the birds we
receive are likely only
a very small portion of
those that are affected by
lead poisoning. In the wild,
sick birds seek isolation and cover,
which makes them difficult to find
and they often just succumb to the
effects without being discovered.
The use of lead has been banned
in gasoline, household paints and
plumbing for drinking water because
it is a dangerous environmental toxin
proven to be harmful to humans (especially children) and wildlife. There
are safe alternatives to the use of lead
shot in recreational hunting and lead
weights for fishing: steel, copper and
other alloys are readily available and
provide an environmentally responsible alternative. We urge everyone—sportsmen, fishermen, hunters
and all citizens—to work toward a
more responsible practice.

HAWKS

From the Gift Shop
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Our latest publication, “New Jersey’s
Hawks,” is available now in our gift shop.
Also available are other popular items
such as clothing, jewelry, mugs, and more.
Coming soon—Raptor Trust pub glasses!
Visit:
shop-the-raptor-trust.myshopify.com
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Last year The Raptor Trust used an incredible 621,500 insects of various kinds
to feed our rehab birds. The breakdown
on that number looks like this: 524,000
mealworms, 76,000 crickets, 11,500 waxworms, 10,000 redworms and a delicious
smattering of earthworms.
We use mealworms year-round to
simulate the natural diets of
insect-eating birds. In the
early spring, many northbound migrating warblers
are admitted to The Raptor
Trust. Warblers are primarily insectivores, meaning insects are a critical
part of their diet. In addition to tiny mealworms, waxworms are also necessary for
the warblers’ diets.
With the onset of summer and our very
busy baby bird season, our insect needs
increase. In winter, for example, we may
use 2,500 mealworms each week. That
number increases more than tenfold to
over 27,000 per week in the summer! Also
in summer, we use crickets at the rate of
5,000 per week. The crickets provide important protein for nestling insectivores,
such as wrens. Crickets are also crucial
for ensuring that our fledgling birds, including Screech Owls, Kestrels, Robins,
Blue Jays, Grackles, Woodpeckers, Mockingbirds and others are learning to catch
insects. They must be able to catch their
own prey before we can release them.
Fall sees the return of migrating warblers and the need to have insects to feed
them. Woodcocks also arrive for rehab at
this time of year. These finicky, long-billed
migrants eat nothing but earthworms.
We always make every effort possible
to feed our rehab birds a diet that closely
resembles their natural diet in the wild. For
the insectivores, that means lots and lots of
different kinds of bugs. Our “bug budget”
is upwards of $10,000 per year! We thank
the Holt Family Foundation for their generous support of our insect budget.

REHABILITATION
REHABILITATION
SUMMARY

ENDANGERED
SPECIES

2016 BIRD ADMITS

As in the past several years, our 2016
rehabilitation admit numbers went up, up,
up! We took in a record number of birds
last year: 5,672 individuals of 168 different
species. 2,369 birds were released.
The most common native birds we
bring in each year are a predictable bunch;
the more you see them in your yard or parks,
the more we see them in our infirmary. Last
year, the 5 most common patients we treated were American Robins (545), Mourning
Doves (389), Mallard Ducks (357), Blue
Jays (229) and Common Grackles (188).
We took in a total of 432 raptors in
2016 of 13 different species, with Redtailed Hawks being the most common
hawk (139) and Eastern Screech Owls the
most common owl (54).

� Raptors (8%)
� Non-raptors (62%)
� Domestic/Non-native (30%)

It is always exciting when we
handle one of New Jersey’s endangered or threatened species. Some
of last year’s highlights were 6 different threatened or endangered raptors: Bald Eagle, American Kestrel,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Peregrine
Falcon, Osprey, and Barred Owl.
We treated several other interesting
non-raptor endangered and threatened species as well: Horned Lark,
Black-crowned Night Heron, and
American Bittern among them.
Our rehabilitation efforts are at
the core of our mission. We appreciate your support in helping us help
New Jersey’s birds.

22

221

1118

WHERE DO ALL THOSE BIRDS
COME FROM?

568

81

It’s a question we hear all the time. As one would
expect, the large majority of birds come from North and
Central Jersey where we are located. But others come from 145
further away—from more distant parts of NJ and quite a
few even transferred from out of state, often from other
535
licensed wildlife rehab centers.

1

106
547
448
298
261

2

From New Jersey 4381
Out of State
189
Unreported
1102
Total
5672

27

1
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EDUCATION
EDUCATION NEWS
by Donna Pandolfino
Presenting educational programs in
our on-site classroom is always enjoyable, fun and rewarding. We are extremely grateful to the Keefe Foundation and
the Tyler Foundation for their support this
year. With their help, our classroom is
getting a facelift! We have begun making
improvements to enable our educators to
provide more information, visuals, and
interactive experiences for our visitors.
We have a new addition to our education bird team: Penny! Educators Alyssa
Frediani and Kate Matta have been working with this beautiful red-phase Eastern
Screech Owl for several months and she
is going to be an excellent educational

and fun for all ages.
ambassador. Both
Who wouldn’t like
of her eyes are
to meet a bird of
compromised
from an impact
prey up close?
Penny, a red-phase Eastern
We also present
injury and she is
Screech Owl
a wide variety of
not
releasable.
Eastern Screech Owls are common in public Saturday events: owl, hawk, and
New Jersey. They nest in tree cavities and songbird programs; photo events; nest
make a whistling, trilling sound like the box building workshops; and more. Many
of these programs are great family-orientwhinny of a horse.
Our educational programs, both ed events. Please check The Raptor Trust
on-site and outreach are presented year website for details. To schedule a program
round. We reach students (pre-k to col- for a group, please call (908) 647-1091 or
lege), scouts, libraries, garden and na- email Education@TheRaptorTrust.org.
ture clubs, community groups, seniors,
and more. The programs are informative

AVIAN CARE SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
by Shari Stern
Our unique intern program provides
wildlife care learning opportunities for
as many as 8 local college students each
summer. In return, we get some extra
helping hands during our busiest time
of year. We always enjoy being able to
share our avian and wildlife rehabilitation knowledge with these interns. It is
heartening to look back and see what
past interns are doing now and how their
experiences at The Raptor Trust have
shaped their lives.
Nikki Woodtke, an intern from
2009, graduated from Unity College
with a degree in captive wildlife care
and education, and is currently working
as a veterinary technician in Conneticut.
Tara Tischio, who interned in 2014,
returned to The Raptor Trust to work as
a staff member during the summer of
2015. Tara will begin her second year at
Atlantic Veterinary College this spring.
Matthew Vail took part in our internship program during the summer of 2015
and he recalls: “My internship at The

Raptor Trust offered me an unforgettable and unique opportunity to enter the
world of animal husbandry and helped
to develop my interests in wildlife care
and veterinary medicine. In the course
of completing my daily responsibilities,
which included everything from maintaining outdoor habitats to hand feeding
hundreds of nestlings of various species,
I learned about the proper care and rehabilitation of wild animals, the value of
a dedicated team of staff members, and
the rewards of hard work.” Matt will begin attending veterinary school this fall.
2013 intern, Bobby Rodriguez, had
this to say about his experience. “It was
inspiring to come to work every day
and share a common humanitarian goal
with my co-workers. I was able to grow
a lot in my time there. It was invaluable
to be able to spend so much time in a
place where people cooperated with the
understanding that they were working
for something greater than themselves.”
We would like to extend our sin-
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cere thanks and appreciation to Investors
Savings Bank for supporting our summer
internship program.

2016 AVIAN CARE
SUMMER INTERNS

John Paul DeTrolio
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Kyle Smith
SUNY-ESF
Shannon Keeney
Stockton University
Kasey Lam
Rutgers University
Aleshanee Mooney
Rutgers University
Reyna Prosnitz
William Paterson University
Allison Reitze
University of Pittsburgh

EDUCATION
LEN SOUCY MEMORIAL FUND
The Len Soucy Memorial Fund was
created in 2014 to honor our founder,
Leonard Soucy. Len sincerely believed
that an understanding of the importance
of diversity in nature helps create a better world for us all.
The Len Soucy Memorial Fund’s
purpose is to encourage the growth and
outreach of our education department.
We have begun to implement the new
programming the fund was created to
support. More and more Saturday programs are being offered by TRT Staff
Educator, Kate Matta, from open houses
and Tour Talks to special photo events
and presentations for kids. Interesting, fun and family-friendly events are
happening!

This fall we are excited to expand
the educational programming further by
launching The Len Soucy Memorial
Lecture Series. A variety of speakers
will offer presentations on topics related
to avian causes as well as broader wildlife
and environmental concerns. The Raptor
Trust is proud to have the opportunity to
invite leading experts in areas of interest
relating to our mission.
Our first two events will take place
this fall. On Sept. 21, Ivan Kossak will
present “Nature in Your Neighborhood—The Birds Around Us,” which
will focus on identification tips and tools
that birders from novice to advanced will
find interesting, easy and helpful. Ivan is
the Board President of the Hackensack

Riverkeeper, a lifelong New Jersey resident and expert birder.
And on Nov. 30, Pulitzer Prize
nominee Scott Weidensaul will present a
program on the groundbreaking Snowy
Owl radio-telemetry tracking initiative:
Project SNOWstorm. Scott is one of the
world’s leading experts on raptors and
we’re proud to have worked with him
and the Project SNOWstorm team on the
rehab of some of these amazing birds.
Check our website for more details
on these and future programs.
If you would like to contribute to the
Len Soucy Memorial Fund, please contact Blake at:
BPutnam@TheRaptorTrust.org

FINANCES
MONEY MATTERS
We could not do any of this without your generous support.
Here’s where we obtained (and spent!) our money in 2016:

2016 INCOME (CASH BASIS)
� Individual Gifts and Corporate Support: $439,596
� Foundation Grants: $228,338
� Sales and Investments: $194,939
� Education Programs and Events: $23,975

2016 EXPENSES
� Administrative Costs: $397,780
� Infirmary and Medical Supplies: $271,804

� Campus and Facilities Maintenance: $122,053
� Other: $40,067

DEVELOPMENT
UPDATE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
by Blake Putnam
It has been one year since I landed
at The Raptor Trust and what a year it
has been! Every day brings something
new and interesting. I am amazed by the
deep passion of the staff and that of the
many donors, friends, volunteers, and
community organizations that care about
The Raptor Trust and support the work
with thoughtful and generous donations.
Each person has a wonderful story to
share, whether it is a childhood memory of having attended an education program or bringing an injured bird to the
infirmary or meeting Len as he sat on the

bench with a bird on his arm. The Trust
is a special place for so many people and
I am thrilled to be part of it all.
I am especially excited to work with
Chris, the staff and the Board of Trustees to champion the needs of the Trust
to raise the needed funds to support the
mission. During this past year, we have
received generous grants from several foundations supporting important
projects. I want to especially thank the
Tyler Foundation and the Keefe Family
Foundation for their support of the renovation and technology upgrades of the

Education Center and Classroom. It has
enhanced the space and the work of the
education staff.
If my “freshman” year wasn’t exciting enough, 2017 will bring more
excitement. We have kicked off “The
TAKE FLIGHT Campaign.” In a short
amount of time, the Trust has received
amazing support for this project. I am
confident that come December we will
have achieved our campaign goals. The
hard work, effort and enthusiasm of our
staff and volunteers are both contagious
and inspiring.

THE TAKE FLIGHT CAMPAIGN
The Raptor Trust provides care for approximately 50% of
all birds and 25% of all wildlife admitted to rehabilitation centers in New Jersey. Our admit numbers have grown from just
over 2,000 birds per year in 1990 to nearly 6,000 per year in
2016. We need more space and updated medical equipment in
order to care for the steady increase of avian patients.

This campaign will help us renovate our existing infirmary
and purchase a new, state-of-the-art mobile medical trailer to
be used as a surgical suite. Doing so will provide a separate,
sterile space in which to perform medical procedures while
freeing up vital space within the infirmary to care for the most
sensitive species and orphaned baby birds.
Campaign Progress

CUSTOM MEDICAL TRAILER FEATURES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GOAL
$300,000

Digital radiology equipment
Digital endoscopy equipment
Cold laser therapy equipment
New microscopy equipment
Surgical cautery
Doppler blood pressure monitor
Modern anesthesia unit
Centrifuge for bloodwork
New computers and IT

$240,000

$180,000

$90,000

Artist’s rendering of the
Mobile Medical Unit

INFIRMARY IMPROVEMENTS:
•
•
•
•

Admit Office: renovate and expand for increased capacity
Triage and Exam Room: renovate and upgrade for improved medical care
Isolation Room: create separate area for nestlings, fledglings and more sensitive species
Recovery Room: refurbish and upgrade holding area for improved patient care

$60,000

0

Our staff, Trustees and volunteers are thrilled with this investment in our infrastructure and we invite you to
be a part of it. Please consider a donation to support the TAKE FLIGHT Campaign.
Contact Blake Putnam for more details at BPutnam@TheRaptorTrust.org
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CONTRIBUTORS
WE THANK THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, CLUBS, SCHOOLS,
AND LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT:
Aktion Club of Morris County
Basking Ridge Garden Club
Bernardsville Garden Club
Chubb & Son
EM United Welding and Fabrication
Eagle Quality Floors
Johnson & Johnson
Keansburg High School Environmental
Science Club
Ludlow Heating & Cooling
LW Dogwood Marketing
McNally Instruments
Merck Research Laboratories
Millington Bank
Neshanic Garden Club
New Jersey State AFL-CIO
PVH Corp.
Roxiticus LLC
Short Hills Home Garden Club
The Boeing Company
The Garden Club of Caldwell
The Garden Club of Watchung
The Seeing Eye
Town and Country Garden Club of the
Chathams
Verisk Analytics

Yardville Supply Company and Ace
Hardware
Lacquerite
New Jersey Association of Wildlife
Rehabilitators
The O’Hara Project
Kevin Eberle Photography
Dan’s Tree Care
Meyersville Veterinary Group
Mercer County Wildlife Center
Tri-State Bird Rescue
Shelter Helpers on Wheels
Ashleigh Scully Photography
Laeger Metal Spinning
Bergen County Audubon Society
Red Hook Management
The Stirling Hotel
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority
Shoprite of Stirling
Raccoon Ridge Raptors
Great Swamp Greenhouses
Spheres Web Design
Caitlin Zotynia Design
Jaeger Lumber
Ace / Twill

The Meyersville Inn
Paxson Hill Farm
Winbrooke Farm
Millburn High School
Main Street Philanthropy
High Gear Cyclery
Valley Automotive
Meyersville Café
Bella’s Burger Shack
Brush’s Deli
Scott Warmink Ceramics
Joy Yagid Photography
James Fiorentino Art
Flemington Car and Truck Company
Black River Roasters
New Jersey Audubon Scherman Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary
Friends of the Great Swamp
Stephanie Ledgin Photography
Gluten Free Gloriously
Gary’s Wine and Marketplace
Hedwig Greenwald Early Childhood
Center
Alexandria Middle School
New York City Audubon Society

OUR MOST SINCERE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT:
3 B’s Foundation
Albert Payson Terhune Foundation
Amazon Smiles Foundation
Arnold A. Schwartz Foundation
Baker Street Trust
BNY Mellon Corporation’s Community
Partnerhsip
Brenda Trust
Brady Family Foundation
Brisgel Family Charitable Foundation
Charles and Lucille King Family Foundation
Charles E. & Edna T. Brundage Foundation
Clara L.D. Jeffery Charitable Trust
Conger Family Foundation
Druskin Family Foundation
Duke Farms Foundation

E. D. Foundation
E.J. Grassmann Trust
Edmund G. Taussig and Frances Kath
Taussig Foundation
Exxon Mobil Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Frelinghuysen Foundation
Gayda Family Foundation
GE Foundation
Gelfand Family Foundation
Glenn N. Howatt Foundation
Gurwin Foundation
Harmony Fund
Helen and William Mazer Foundation
Holt Charitable Foundation
Janes Family Fund

Kean Foundation
Keefe Family Foundation
M.S. Worthington Foundation
Melza M. & Frank T. Barr Foundation
Merck Foundation
Michele & Agnese Cestone Foundation
Nancy Bassett Foundation
Pfizer United Way Campaign
Prospect Foundation
Prudential Foundation
Sanofi Foundation for North America
Tonzola Family Foundation
Tyler Foundation
Union Foundation
Verizon Foundation
ZPR Family Foundation

We would also like to thank the many people who helped transport birds to and from The Raptor Trust:
animal control and law enforcement officers from throughout the state, our volunteer “Raptor Runners,”
private citizens, and many others.
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VOLUNTEERS
2016 VOLUNTEERS
by Shari Stern
The Raptor Trust would like to thank all of our hard working and dedicated volunteers, without whom our work
would not be possible. While it may be easy to measure some “donations” in dollar amounts, the value of the donation
of time and effort that our volunteers contribute each year cannot be overestimated. We understand how valuable our
vounteers’ time is and we so greatly appreciate their commitment to us, whether it was just for the summer months or
all year long. We hope you all know how much the staff needs and appreciates you. This year’s volunteers included
some returning veterans and many brand new contributors (initial volunteer year noted prior to name). We hope that in
2017 we will be welcoming back many of these familiar faces who were so important to our success during this past
record-breaking year.

In memory of our good friend Bill Most—supporter and volunteer from 2002–2016.

2016
2015
2016
2016
2016
2003
2016
2016
1992
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2014
2016
2006
2013
2005
2016
2013
2005
2015
2015
2008
2015
2001
2009
2016
2009
2015
2016
2016

Jason Acevedo
Mary Kay Adams
Tim Albert
Sarah Backstrand
Vincent Benoit
Nita Blatt
Margaret Blewett
Mark Bochner
Jennifer Books
Judy Books
Bridget Burns
Jack Callahan
Mitchell Callahan
Jane Capozzelli
John Carroll
Marion Ceruzzi
Janet Cicariello-Cook
Ashley Cohen
Bob Cruickshank
Niki Delguercio
Melanie Dodds
Richard D’Orazio
Elizabeth Drenkard
Grace Eid
Debra Falanga
Megan Feeney
Barbara Feno
Caroline Ford
Robert Ford
Barbara Franko
Debra Freundlich
Bruce Galdos
Scott Galdos
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Gillian Gauss
Michael Gentile
Lisa Glutting
Trish Gradley
Bob Gray
Stephen Gruber
Sumedha Guha
Fred Harvey
Stephanie Harvey
Joan Hoeckele
Tim Hogan
Deianira Huettenmoser
Lisa Huguenin
Amanda Hummell
Brianna Huntley
Russell Jackson
Melanie Krebner
Kerri Laudati
Kira Leinwand
Carolina Lemanski
Warren Leonard
Alexis Levorse
Karen MacNaul
Victoria Maroldi
Chelsea Mascuch
Annie Mellick
Nikki Miller
Nichole Morley
Muriel Mota
Kaylee Motter
Kulsoom Naser
Meredith Ocetnik
Kylie O’Driscoll
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Kelly Peng
Cara Perrone
Marion Philips
Samantha Prestia
Kevin Redden
Alan Roberts
Nora Roemer
John Roepke
Brooke Ross
Mark Samuels
Natalie Scanlan
Gabriele Schmitt
Jackson Schuetz
Amanda Schuster
Tim Schwed
Alana Sereno
Lance Shen-Kinny
John Slosson
Danielle Sonye-Reising
Chris Springle
Emma Stierhoff
Jennifer Stollery
Doris Stoner
Tara Temple
Kayla Theobald
Michael Toscano
Lisa Touzeau
David Ungar
Evan Ungar
Amanda Winford
Olivia Yeager
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RAPTOR TRUST
BENEFIT CONCERT & AUCTION
SUNDAY, MAY 21 2017, 2–8 PM

STIRLING HOTEL, 227 MAIN AVE, STIRLING, NJ

HAWKS AND OWLS ON SITE WITH OUR
EDUCATION STAFF 2–3:30 PM ∙ LIVE MUSIC
FROM 3:30–7 PM ∙ AUCTION FROM 2–6 PM

WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM
∙ Hub Hollow
∙ Ross Griswold and
The Second Line
∙ The Raccoon Ridge
Ramblers

UPCOMING EVENTS
TOUR TALKS—Guided Tours of The Raptor Trust
• Saturday, May 27: 11 am and 1 pm.
• Saturday, July 1: 11 am and 1 pm.
• Saturday, September 2: 11 am and 1 pm.
Adults $10, children (12 years and under) $5.
FOCUS ON RAPTORS—Photo event for amateur and pro photographers
Saturday, October 14: 2 pm.
Adults only. Limit of 10 people. $175.
OWLS IN THE HOUSE—Owl program and nest box building workshop
Saturday, November 11: 2 pm.
Ages 7 and up. $10 per person ($40 box kit optional).
GREAT SWAMP OWL PROWL—Owl program and Great Swamp field trip
Saturday, December 16: 7 pm.
Ages 15 and up. Suggested donation: $20.
THE LEN SOUCY MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES presents: Nature in Your
Neighborhood—The Birds Around Us, with Ivan Kossak.
Thursday, September 21: 6 pm.
Ages 10 and up. Free!
THE LEN SOUCY MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES presents: The Snowy
Owl and Project SNOWstorm, with Scott Weidensaul.
Thursday, November 30: 6 pm.
Ages 15 and up. $25.
Registration is required. For more information see
www.TheRaptorTrust.org
To register, please call 908-647-1091

*ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
THE RAPTOR TRUST
(SUGGESTED DONATION $5)
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