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Opening Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness  
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The Opening Sentence 
 
The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him.    John 4:23 

 
Confession of Sin 

 
Jesus said: Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. 
 
Silence may be kept.  
 
Lord, we marvel at the thought of a well-fitted yoke, a burden scaled to 
match our frames; we do not know how to rest in the promise of such labor. 
Some of us are weary from unceasing responsibility; others find no welcome 
in the marketplace. We confound your vision for our common life. Forgive 
our blind striving, our stifled concern, the judgments we cast on others. 
Make yourself known to us in the silence. Shape your children for the 
commonwealth of your love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, hear this gospel word: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. I declare to 
you now, in the name of Jesus Christ, that your sin is forgiven. You have been 
freed for service in his name. 

 
The Invitatory  
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips 
People and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Psalm 145:8-15 
 

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9 The Lord is loving to everyone * 
and his compassion is over all his works. 
10 All your works praise you, O Lord, * 
and your faithful servants bless you. 
11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
and speak of your power; 
12 That the peoples may know of your power * 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
14 The Lord is faithful in all his words * 
and merciful in all his deeds. 
15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; * 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 
Old Testament Lesson – Genesis 24:34-67 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 
So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has greatly blessed my master, 
and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a 
son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. 37 My 
master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38 but you shall go to my father’s 
house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 39 I said to my master, ‘Perhaps 
the woman will not follow me.’ 40 But he said to me, ‘The Lord, before whom I 
walk, will send his angel with you and make your way successful. You shall get a 
wife for my son from my kindred, from my father’s house. 41 Then you will be free 
from my oath, when you come to my kindred; even if they will not give her to you, 
you will be free from my oath.’ 
42 “I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 
if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by 
the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall 
say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to 
me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom 
the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 
45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with 
her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to 
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her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and 
said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered 
the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter 
of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, 
and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, 
and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the 
right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49 Now then, 
if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that 
I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 
50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “The thing comes from the Lord; we cannot 
speak to you anything bad or good. 51 Look, Rebekah is before you, take her and 
go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has spoken.” 
52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the ground 
before the Lord. 53 And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and 
garments, and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave to her brother and to her 
mother costly ornaments. 54 Then he and the men who were with him ate and 
drank, and they spent the night there. When they rose in the morning, he said, 
“Send me back to my master.” 55 Her brother and her mother said, “Let the girl 
remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56 But he said to 
them, “Do not delay me, since the Lord has made my journey successful; let me go 
that I may go to my master.” 57 They said, “We will call the girl, and ask 
her.” 58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She 
said, “I will.” 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with 
Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 
“May you, our sister, become 
    thousands of myriads; 
may your offspring gain possession 
    of the gates of their foes.” 
61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the 
man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
62 Now Isaac had come from[a] Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac 
went out in the evening to walk[b] in the field; and looking up, he saw camels 
coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly 
from the camel, 65 and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in 
the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and 
covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 
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A Song of Faith   1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21  
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by divine mercy we 
have a new birth into a living hope; through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.  
The ransom that was paid to free us was not paid in silver or gold, but in the 
precious blood of Christ, the Lamb without spot or stain. God raised Jesus 
from the dead and gave him glory so that we might have faith and hope in 
God.  

 
Children’s Message 
 
Special Music: He Leadeth Me 

Sung by Sara Chapman and accompanied by Susan Shick 
 
Gospel Lesson – Matthew 10:40-42 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 

16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 
deeds.”  
20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had 
been done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, 
on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for 
you. 23 And you, Capernaum, 
will you be exalted to heaven? 
    No, you will be brought down to Hades. 
For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 
Jesus Thanks His Father 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank[i] you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.[j] 27 All things have 
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
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Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 
28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.” 

 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 
 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 
All: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
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     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
God of life, we come to you from many places: some hearts overflow with joy and 
gratitude, others are barely hanging on to hope and faith. For some this is an 
ordinary morning; for others, every step feels fragile. Holy One, meet us where we 
are and bind us to each other, that in the community of your love we might 
discover our wholeness. We name before you now the concerns of our hearts. 
[silence] 
 
God of every beginning, we pray for your children: for infants harbored in their 
mothers’ wombs, for children exploring the world and testing their imaginations, 
for all discovering their own integrity. We pray for children who cannot take safety 
and comfort for granted. God of life, we pray for your children all over the world. 
[silence] 
 
Author of time, we ask your blessing on our work and our rest: in jobs that feed 
our souls and in jobs that do not satisfy, in volunteer service and routine daily 
tasks, in long hours of caregiving and in hours we do not know how to fill— 
come to us and show us how we might serve you. We pray for those whose needs 
we know.  
[silence] 
 
God of all creation, enlarge the circles of our concern. Teach us to care for 
brothers and sisters whose names we cannot say: those whose challenges are 
daunting, though their needs are like our own. Teach us to care for the earth on 
whose gifts we all depend. Holy God, we pray for your world as we call on the 
name of your Son. 
[silence]  
 
And all God’s children said: Amen. 
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O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our 
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you 
with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The General Thanksgiving 

 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Next Page)  
 
Benediction 

 



 

 9 

 

 
 

Thank you for joining us in worship today.  
 

Today’s worship is compiled and adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our 
Worship, and Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Year A, Volume 2, Proper 9 

 
Worship Participants: 

Rev. Lorrin Radzik, Senior Pastor, Rockport UMC  
Father David Radzik, Rector, St. Thomas Church, Berea 

Music recorded by Kira Seaton, Minister of Music at St. Thomas Episcopal Church & Susan 
Shick, Director of Music and Organist at Rockport UMC 

 
 

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-710958 and CCLI with license #20417540 


