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Opening Hymn: The God of Abraham Praise  
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The Opening Sentence 
 
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your 
holy hill and to your dwelling.  Psalm 43:3 

 
Confession of Sin 

 
Confident that we are promised newness of life through repentance and forgiveness, 
let us turn to God and to one another, confessing our sin. 
 
Silence may be kept.  
 
Hear our cries to you, O Lord: for our lack of compassion toward the poor 
and toward those who are different from us, have mercy on us; for our 
failure to end the destruction of air, water, soil, and creatures on Earth, have 
mercy on us; for our disbelief in your power to make us whole, have mercy 
on us; for making war, have mercy on us; for mistrusting your Word, have 
mercy on us; for all that we have done and have not done out of hardened 
hearts, have mercy on us. Forgive us and renew us. Guide us into ways that 
do not deny you but lead to peace. Amen. 
 
Do not be afraid. God who was and is and is to come knows you through and 
through and has overcome death and sin to forgive you, so that you might be 
delivered into joy that has no end. Your sins are forgiven. You are alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

The Invitatory  
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips 
People and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 
for I am poor and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 
save your servant who puts his trust in you. 
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3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 
I call upon you all the day long. 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 
and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 
and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 
for you will answer me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 
nor anything like your works. 

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * 
and glorify your Name. 

10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; * 
and you alone are God. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 
give your strength to your servant; and save the child of your handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

 
Old Testament Lesson – Genesis 21:8-21 (New Revised Standard Version) 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out 
this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account 
of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy 
and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, 
for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the 
slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it 
to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And 
she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she 
sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of 
the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What 



 

 4 

troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy 
where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will 
make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of 
water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.  

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an 
expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a 
wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 

The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino  Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18  
 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
    the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, *  
    the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *  
    Yahweh is his Name.  
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  
    the finest of those who bear armor have been  
                             drowned in the Red Sea.  
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
    they sank into the depths like a stone.  
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *  
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  
    who is like you, glorious in holiness,  
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  
You stretched forth your right hand; *  
    the earth swallowed them up.  
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  
    with your might you brought them in safety to  
                             your holy dwelling.  
You will bring them in and plant them *  
    on the mount of your possession,  
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  
The Lord shall reign *  
    for ever and for ever. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Epistle Lesson – Romans 6:1-11 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can 
we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
A Song of Penitence    Kyrie Pantokrator   

 
O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, *  
    God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,  
    and of all their righteous offspring:  
You made the heavens and the earth, *  
    with all their vast array.  
All things quake with fear at your presence; *  
    they tremble because of your power.  
But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; *  
    it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.  
O Lord, you are full of compassion, *  
    long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.  
You hold back your hand; *  
    you do not punish as we deserve.  
In your great goodness, Lord,  
you have promised forgiveness to sinners, *  
    that they may repent of their sin and be saved.  
And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, *  
    and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness.  
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I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, *  
    and I know my wickedness only too well.  
Therefore I make this prayer to you: *  
    Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.  
Do not let me perish in my sin, *  
    nor condemn me to the depths of the earth.  
For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, *  
    and in me you will show forth your goodness.  
Unworthy as I am, you will save me,  
in accordance with your great mercy, *  
    and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.  
For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, *  
    and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 10:24-39 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave 
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave 
like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, 
and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell 
in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven.  

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword.  

For I have come to set a man against his father,  
and a daughter against her mother,  
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
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Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 
All: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
God calls us to offer up the world’s concerns in petition for others.  
Let us therefore pray for the church, the world, and those in need, saying,  
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign God: you do not abandon what you have created but 
continue to make your grace known among us.  
 
We thank you for those you have chosen to speak your reconciling word in this 
age, and we pray for the faith to receive it. 
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you, caring God: you hear the cries of the poor, you see the tears in the 
eyes of all who mourn, you know the pain of those in anguish, and you come to 
the side of the lonely. Call your church to compassion and service. 
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you, God of peace: you call us to make warfare cease and to place our 
trust in the One who bears us up. Give comfort and courage to all refugees, and all 
those who suffer under oppressive structures, systems, and governments.  Raise up 
peacemakers among all peoples and confound those who place their fortunes in 
weapons.  
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you, God of justice: you desire that all be one. Erase prejudice and 
class divisions, bring strength to those who are persecuted, and heal those who 
believe that destruction is the path of righteousness. 
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

 
Blessed One, turn us to your ways. Make us bold. Increase our passion for what is 
good. Inspire us with the witness of those who have gone before us, whose faith 
shines through the ages.  
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
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Into your hands we place the welfare of all for whom we pray. We trust in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 
of your lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah  

 
 
Benediction 
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Thank you for joining us in worship today.  
 

Today’s worship is compiled and adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, and Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion: Year A, Volume 2, Proper 7 

 
Worship Participants: 

Rev. Lorrin Radzik, Senior Pastor, Rockport UMC  
Father David Radzik, Rector, St. Thomas Church, Berea 

Music recorded by Susan Shick, Music Director & Organist at Rockport UMC 
 
 
 

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-710958 and CCLI with license #20417540 


