
Covid In Cambodia
Cambodia, like much of the world, has restricted large gatherings, though they do allow five or ten of 
us at a time to meet in a home or under a tree for fellowship and encouragement from the Word.

Even our weekly missionary fellowship had to divide into smaller groups. This Saturday afternoon Kim 
and I drove an hour east to Oyadao Town to worship with our colleagues, Josh and Amy Jensen, and 
their amazing kids. The kids chose favorite hymns to sing, Josh encouraged us from Galatians, and 
together we prayed the Litany from the Book of Common Prayer, a concise and comprehensive series 
of prayer requests that seem to have been written specifically for the present distress. You can hear us 
praising God together at this link. https://www.dropbox.com/s/kbm6x8lwdm96d1d/IMG_0083.MOV?
dl=0

Pastor Rith recording Pastor Sahak speaking on the 
subject, “Do Not Fear What They Fear.”

“Christ is Lord” COVID Radio Program. Last night (Sunday) Kim and I listened to a special 
broadcast of the local Christian radio ministry. The normal every-evening format provides 20 minutes 
of gospel songs, testimonies, and teaching in each of four languages: Tampuan, Krung/Brao, Jarai, 
and Khmer, the national language. But last night was different. Concerned about the need to 
encourage believers during a time when they could not meet together, the radio team crafted a special 
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worship service for the thousands of believers in our province who weren’t able to meet because of 
the restrictions. They wove together an hour and a half of songs, testimonies and pastoral 
encouragements in all four languages, ending with a short sermon from Isaiah 8:12 entitled “Do Not 
Fear What They Fear” —also in four languages! It was a powerful testimony to what God has done 
through His gospel in Ratanakiri. (The program has also provided nightly health lessons about Covid, 
including correcting misinformation.)

Pastor Nay, Chawaen, and Kwin, around the time of the incident below.

No Greater Love. The radio sermon ended with an almost unbelievable example of how Christians 
should live and love in the midst of a dangerous epidemic—and this example was from our own 
province. In 1996, Nay (sounds like the English word nigh) had been a Christian for just a few years 
when a deadly cholera outbreak cast its shadow over our province. Nay’s next door neighbor caught 
the illness and died a few days later. The family of the dead man was too afraid to prepare his body 
and bury him. They wouldn’t even go into the house. They knew that Nay and his friend Chawaen 
were Christians, so they asked them to do it instead. 
    Nay and Chawaen sat down to talk about what they should do. They knew the risks; they knew that 
the body would be filthy with bodily fluids and germs. But they also knew that Christ had commanded 
them to love their neighbor as themselves. So with much prayer and a healthy amount of trepidation, 
they went into the neighbor’s house, prepared his body, dug a grave, and buried him. 
    When I heard this story many years ago, I almost cried. The gospel had been in Ratanakiri for just a 
few years, and yet new Christians were already showing the same kind of sacrificial love that 
Christians have always shown during times of plague and famine. (Nay is a faithful church leader and 
a key partner with my colleague Brian Kane, as they help with the Krung Bible translation project.)

Prayer and Praise
• Thanks to God’s mercy and your prayers, I have recovered completely from October’s stroke!
• I (JD) need prayer for spiritual renewal and motivation as well as patience. I’d like to blame my 

increased irritability on my stroke, but I don’t think I can (though it certainly didn’t help my memory 
issues).

• It looks like the May Pastors School on Romans 1-8 will be postponed due to Covid-19. It was 
postponed once in November because of political instability. It seems like we’re losing traction.

• Kim asks prayer that we would see gospel opportunities and have the faithfulness and vision to take 
them.

• So far Cambodia has been spared from the worst effects of Covid-19, but it’s really too early to tell. It 
helps that it’s quite hot here, and that the average age is only 25. Working against us is an incredibly 
broken health system. Pray for mercy.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Love, JD and Kim
Link for printable PDF: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/p478r8btl0jitd0/CrowleyPrayerletter2020-3.pdf?dl=0

JD Crowley



