
FAMILY DYNAMICS:  THE SAGA OF JACOB 
“Sibling Rivalry, Part II” 

 
Last week we began a new sermon series, “Family Dynamics: The Saga of Jacob.” Over the next few 
weeks, we will be looking at the story of Jacob and how his life is affected by his genealogy and his 
family dynamics.  
 
Jacob was the second son, the second born twin. Last week, Jacob convinced Esau to sell him the 
birthright for a bowl of stew. This double portion  of the inheritance is a big deal, and Jacob wanted it 
and got it. This week, along with his mother, Jacob deceives and betrays his father and steals his 
brother’s blessing. Jacob continues to live out his name as a “heel” and  this deception pits mother and 
son and against father and son. It is sad and awful.  
 
Jacob for all his flaws is still God’s choice for the building of a people devoted to the living into the 
covenant. Paul in Romans reminds us that we are a people of the Spirit and that Spirit dwells in us.     
As a people of a different covenant, we too look to deepen our faith. The prayer for this week is the one 
written by our prayer team as part of our reopening task force. You are invited to pray it every evening at 
7:30 or any other time during the day as we ask God’s guidance for the days ahead.  Pastor Cindy 
 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Sibling Rivalry, Part II" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 

 
Prayer for the Week 

Dear God, who sees us, knows us, and loves us just as we are, we praise you! Your mercy and 
compassion amaze us. We thank you, Lord!  You’re always with us. You care what happens to each of 
us every moment.  This gives us hope, even in the midst of today’s troubles.  God of comfort, you 
teach us to trust.  Your love is profound. The life and teachings of your son Jesus and the guidance of 
his Spirit, encourage us to follow his path.  May our hearts expand to include all of your creation, 
realizing we all carry the sacred signature of our Creator.   All glory goes to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
Please soothe our grieving souls for the losses we have endured and will suffer in the future.  Give us 
courage and strength enough to share with the fearful.  We appreciate life and treasure our families and 
friends. We yearn to worship you once again in the place we have chosen to gather and know the time 
will come when it is safe enough. Meanwhile, we continue to pray in our homes and stay close to you. 
Despite misfortune and evil in the world, open our eyes to see your fingerprint upon the good that will 
rise like a rainbow after the storm.  Bless and keep us in your loving embrace, Great Protector. 

    



 
Study Guide 

 
Monday, July 20, 2020     Genesis  27: 1-13 
Isaac has aged and is blind. He wants to make sure and bestow his blessing upon his eldest son before he dies. 
The “blessing” has incredible power. We see a blessing as words or a gift. In early Judaism, the blessing 
combined the power of the spoken word with a claim of special vocation or the one who received the blessing. 
The blessing could not be reversed or taken back which we will see later in the week is very important. Isaac 
blessing Esau would establish him as the head of the family, the one to pass the faith to the next generation. With 
or without the birthright, Esau would be established as the patriarch. Rebekah overhearing Isaac and Esau 
prepares to deceive her husband on behalf of  her favorite son Jacob. Jacob objects because he is afraid of being 
caught, not because he doesn’t want the blessing. The curse he feared was a fierce thing, as strong in its own 
right as is a blessing. Looking at the two of them, have you ever schemed or plotted or manipulated a situation out 
of love for someone else? Have you wanted to take someone else’s blessing? In your own family have you ever 
seen something similar? Today, spend some time with God, look to your own life and relationships and ask for 
forgiveness for things you may have done that has hurt others. 
 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020   Genesis 27: 14-29 
Here the deception of Isaac is played out. The meal is cooked by Rebekah, she dresses Isaac in his brother’s 
clothes and covers his neck and arms with the skin of a “kid”, so it feels “rough” to  his father’s hands. Isaac is not 
easily duped, he recognizes Jacob’s voice, but the smell of the garments and roughness of the animal skin 
encourages Isaac to give his blessing to Isaac. Jacob retreats from his father effectively the head of the family 
with both the birthright and blessing. The question becomes at what cost? We will see this deception and its cost 
play out over the next few weeks in worship. Have you ever gotten something you wanted and wondered if the 
cost was too high? We are promised a life of purpose and blessing. We don’t have to do anything to force it or try 
to manipulate our blessings. Today, ask God to help  you discern how you are already blessed and part of God’s 
plan. 
 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020    Genesis 27: 30-40 
Jacob leaves  his father and his brother Esau comes into his father’s presence looking for his blessing. Isaac and 
Esau become aware that Jacob has deceived his father and betrayed his brother. Esau is bitter and angry, and 
Isaac may feel the same plus sadness. The blessing once given cannot be taken back. The blessing Esau 
receives is secondary and painful. Esau and Isaac now know exactly what a “heel” and usurper Jacob is. His 
reputation is now gone. Have you ever done anything that makes it hard for people to trust you or forgive you? 
Has someone done something to you that makes it hard to trust them or forgive them? Today, pray for yourself, 
pray for those who have hurt or deceived you. 
 
Thursday, July 23, 2020   Genesis 27: 41-46 
Esau is bitter, angry and hates his brother Jacob. Esau plots to kill him (shades of Cain and Abel.) Rebekah plots 
again to get Jacob out of the country to preserve his life. Jacob’s betrayal causes  him to become a man on the 
run. Jacob “wins” what he wants and loses his home and his family. He has no idea when or if he will ever see his 
mother, his father, or his brother again. What good is having it all when he has to run and hide? Ponder today, 
how Jacob’s actions mean he got what he wanted, but created pain and misery and brokenness. Today, ask God 
to guide and direct your actions that the blessings  you receive will result in a great blessing to your relationships 
and to the world. 
 
Friday, July 24, 2020  Romans 8:5-11 
Last week we read that we tend to do what is easy rather than what is right. We know what is good, we don’t do it. 
Paul explains that the “flesh” the sinful part of who we are drives our brokenness.  God’s Spirit makes things right 
for us in Christ. God’s Spirit dwells in us and through Christ we are given life. Jacob was driven to get what he 
believed was his due because of the word of God that said he would be the leader; he would be the one through 
which the covenant was carried. He deceived and betrayed. Yet God was still there, even if Jacob didn’t have 
faith enough to trust in God. Today, ask God to help you believe that Christ’s Spirit is at work  in you and God will 
be with you always. 
 
 


