
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
The Hymns of Fanny Crosby 

“Jesus” 
 
This week we finish our sermon series, Blessed Assurance. What a gift it has been to explore Fanny 
Crosby’s life and ponder her hymns. Fanny Crosby’s hymns often pleaded that people would come to 
Christ and know God’s forgiveness and grace. She wrote so many hymn texts and she had over 200 
pseudonyms. She was not only a hymn writer, but also wrote secular music, cantatas patriotic music 
and poems to be shared at events. 
  
One of the many hymns she wrote, that is not in our hymnal is “More Like Jesus Would I Be.” These 
words reflect the core of her faith, that her life, her poems, her speaking her hymns her works would 
allow her to be more like Jesus. this hymn will be a good reflection for us as we finish our sermon 
series. 
 

More like Jesus would I be, Let my Savior dwell with me; 
Fill my soul with peace and love, Make me gentle as a dove; 

More like Jesus, while I go, Pilgrim in this world below; 
Poor in spirit would I be; Let my Savior dwell in me. 

More like Jesus when I pray, More like Jesus day by day; 
May I rest me by His side, Where the tranquil waters glide: 

Born of Him, though grace renewed, By His love my will subdued, 
Rich in faith I still would be; Let my Savior dwell in me. 

 
May this be our prayer as well.  Pastor Cindy 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Jesus" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 

 
Study Guide 

 
Monday, July 6, 2020  1 Corinthians 10: 23-27 
We just finished a long weekend for the fourth of July holiday. “Independence” Day is so named for 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence and remembering the Revolutionary war in the fight to 
break off from Great Britain. Individual rights were important to that fight, but they were not the be all 
end all. Even then people struggled to figure out when individual rights were more important than the 
common good, or the good of the community or nation. We are still struggling with that. It has become 
very apparent in the fights over face masks. Paul is fairly clear as he writes about “the law” which had 
to do with Jewish believers but not Gentiles. The Jewish law was clear, but in Christ we are given 
new freedoms. So “everything is permitted, but everything isn’t beneficial.” In our country, in terms of 



the pandemic, I believe we have lost the understanding of the common good. As Christians, as we 
will see in the next verses, all things are lawful, but our actions say a great deal about what we feel 
and think. As you ponder what is means to be more like Jesus, ask yourself in your attitudes and 
behavior is what you say pointing to Christ who cares for all? “More Like Jesus, would I be, let my 
Savior dwell in me.”  
 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020  1 Corinthians 10: 23, 28-31 
Here Paul writes almost exactly the opposite of what he said in the preceding verses. You should 
worry about what you are eating, and yet, not YOUR conscience but the conscience of others should 
guide your behavior. What we do, should be for the glory of God, not for “our” freedom or for our glory 
or our rights. This is hard, I think for Americans, particularly. We are so immersed in our individual 
freedom that we fight against what might curtail that. The current wars around wearing masks is 
evidence of this. The Covid 19 cases continue to rise so quickly. How to be about caring for our 
neighbor and ourselves is part of the Christians tradition. “Why should my freedom be judged by 
someone’s else’s conscience?” Our freedom is based on Christ and Christ’s command to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Face masks is one small way to honor the love of God and care for our 
neighbor. Our behavior should and must give glory to God, that “we might praise our savior all day 
long.” Pray these words of Fanny Crosby’s: More like Jesus would I be, Let my Savior dwell with me; 
Fill my soul with peace and love, Make me gentle as a dove; More like Jesus, while I go, Pilgrim in 
this world below; Poor in spirit would I be, Let my Savior dwell in me. 
 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020  1 Corinthians 10: 32-3 
Paul becomes all things to all people in order that he might save some. Before Fanny Crosby wrote a 
word, she prayed that God would use her words to save people She longed to save a million people! 
Big prayers and lots of words. Paul notes, “I don’t look out for my own advantage, but I look out for 
many people so that they can be saved.” What would it mean if we worked not to offend people, but 
like Fanny Crosby worked that many might be saved by the love and grace of God? It isn’t words that 
saves people, Fanny notes it is our loving kindness that makes a difference and mends broken hearts 
(Rescue the Perishing). Choosing the common good over our individual rights, points to Christ and 
Christ’s love of all. Today pray these words of Fanny Crosby: More like Jesus when I pray, More like 
Jesus day by day; Born of Him, through grace renewed, By His love my will subdued, Rich in faith I 
still would be; Let my Savior dwell in me. 
 
Thursday, July 9, 2020   Matthew 10: 40-42 
Jesus continues to address his disciples as they are being sent out to make a difference, to teach and 
heal and offer God’s love and grace. How are we received as followers of Jesus? How are we sharing 
the grace of God in Christ with others? How are we using our freedom to make a difference in our 
world? “Blessed Assurance Jesus mine, this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the 
day long!” Fanny Crosby’s hymn remind us of the gift of grace and also challenges us to share that 
grace with others. Her commitment to the poor and the outcast lasted her whole life. She certainly 
gave more than one cup of water to the little ones. Most of her income went to missions and her 
speaking and hymn writing was done to make a difference in the world. How will you offer a “cup of 
cold water” to the most vulnerable in our world? How can your actions change the lives of others?  
 
Friday, July 9, 2020   Genesis 24 
Beginning Sunday, we begin a new sermon series, “Family Dynamics: The Saga of Jacob.” The 
twenty fourth chapter of Genesis the story of Rebekah and Isaac, the parents of Jacob. It is a long 
chapter, but a wonderful story of the journey to find Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife. Over the few weeks 
we will explore all the ins and outs of Jacobs story which is fraught with drama and dysfunction. The 
families of old are much like our families. Of course, these stories are before Jesus, but like Fanny 
Crosby’s hymn, our forebearers longed to stay connected to and to follow God’s lead. May we 
continue to pray that we might be more like Jesus. More like Jesus when I pray, More like Jesus day 
by day; Born of Him, through grace renewed, By His love my will subdued, Rich in faith I still would 
be; Let my Savior dwell in me. 


