
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
The Hymns of Fanny Crosby 

“Whispers of Love” 
 
We continue to work our way through Matthew 9 and Romans 5. Fanny Crosby’s hymns often 
pleaded that people would come to Christ and know God’s forgiveness and grace. She spoke to the 
calling of Christ and how all could unload their burdens on Jesus. This week’s scriptures contain the 
call of Matthew the tax collector and the push back of the authorities over Jesus’ choice of 
companions. Paul reminds us that all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, but through Christ 
we have a restored relationship with God.  Our prayer focus will be based on a verse of one of Ms. 
Crosby’s hymns NOT in our United Methodist Hymnal. After all, she wrote almost 9000 hymns and 
her faith was deep. This week, the prayer text is from her hymn “’Tis the Blessed Hour of Prayer” In 
the turmoil and uncertainty of the time in which we are living, may we hear the “whispers of love” and 
know the certainty of God’s presence.  Pastor Cindy 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Whispers of Love" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tis the blessed hour of prayer, when the Savior draws near, with a tender compassion His children to 
hear; when He tells us, we may cast at His feet every care, what a balm for the weary!  O how sweet 
to be there!   
 
‘Tis the blessed hour of prayer, when the tempted and tried to the Savior who loves them their sorrow 
confide; with a sympathizing heart he removes every care, what a balm for the weary!  O how sweet 
to be there! 
 
Blessed hour of prayer, blessed hour of prayer, what a balm for the weary!  O how sweet to be there! 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 
 



Study Guide 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020  Matthew 9: 9-10 
Jesus certainly knows how to get under the skin of the religious authorities. Jesus sees Matthew collecting 
taxes and calls him to be a disciple. They go to Matthew’s house where the disciples, Jesus and Matthew and 
“other sinners and tax collectors” have a meal together. “Why?” the disciples were asked. Why these people? 
Jesus’ choice to eat with outsiders and sinners was a problematic one. As we will see tomorrow Jesus wanted 
to reach the outcast, the broken, the uncertain and those who needed God the most. What is it about 
“religious” people that seem to be more concerned about those already part of a community, but not terribly 
concerned about those who are not. This is a generalization, but we all can agree, I think that we are more 
comfortable with people we know, or people like us. Jesus’ pushes us to broaden our horizons and see past 
our assumptions. How do you think Matthew felt being called and accepted as an outsider, as a sinner?         
Fanny Crosby speaks of the compassion Jesus has to hear our cares and concerns. Spend some time today in 
a blessed hour of prayer and find comfort and care that Christ offers. 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020   Matthew 9: 11-13 
Fanny Crosby had a passion for missions, particularly for the urban poor. She wrote some hymns specifically 
for those who were outcast and living on the streets. She lived simply so more of her income could go to the 
missions she supported. When Jesus is asked why he is eating with sinners, he says, “healthy people don’t 
need a doctor, but sick people do. God and learn what this means: I want mercy not sacrifice. I didn’t come to 
call righteous people but sinners.” How often are we comfortable with taking God’s grace and love to the 
outcast however we define the outcast to be? Fanny Crosby was driven to reach people praying to God to take 
her work and use it to bring others to the faith. It will come as no surprise that her work was often criticized as 
“sentimental and mawkish.”; and it is. Her work is also heart felt which is why it has reached millions and 
changed thousands of lives. What do you think Jesus means when he said he wants mercy and not sacrifice? 
Write down one or two things you can do to be merciful to others. 
 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020    Romans 5: 6-8 
“In quick succession, in a couple of verses, Paul describes Christ dying for the “weak” and for “sinners.” Paul 
notes that a good person might die for someone else, but Jesus died for “ungodly“ or “unholy” persons. Jesus 
shows us God’s love through the willingness to die, to give up his life for all. There are many theories of 
atonement, (which is the doctrine of how Jesus’ life, death and resurrection reconciles us with God) all of them 
speak of God’s love and longing to be reconnected with humanity. Fanny Crosby had many, many hymns 
speaking to this at-one-ment with God offered through Christ. When was the first time you acknowledged you 
need to be at one with God? How did you, or do you understand how that is accomplished through Jesus? 
 
Thursday, June 18, 2020   Romans 5: 9-11 
Paul says if we are reconciled to God while we are enemies, how much more will we be saved by his life?    
We so often focus on the death of Jesus, and his resurrection, but Paul the life of Christ that also saves us.  
We have a “restored” relationship with God. When we think about the life of Jesus, he was constantly working 
to restore people, to help each one draw closer to God. When Jesus ate with sinners, healed outcasts he was 
intentionally showing how all are welcome and reconciled to God and to the community of faith. The first verse 
of Fanny Crosby’s hymn “’Tis the Blessed Hour of Prayer,” speaks to Jesus healing and reconciling presence. 
Meditate on the words today: 
 

’Tis the blessed hour of prayer, when our hearts lowly bend, And we gather to Jesus, our Savior and 
friend; If we come to Him in faith, His protection to share, what a balm for the weary, oh, how sweet to 
be there! 

 
Friday, June 19, 2020   Matthew 9: 9-13, Romans 5: 6-11 
Re-read these texts a couple of times. Jesus is proclaiming his intention to look for the lost and offer healing 
and hope to those in despair. Paul reminds the church at Rome that Jesus came for sinners. “Blessed 
Assurance, Jesus is mine.” Today, spend some time praying for those who do not yet know the love and grace 
of God and ask God to challenge you to be part of Jesus’ work to “change lives and transform communities. 


