
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
The Hymns of Fanny Crosby 

“This is My Story” 
 

We continue to work our way through Matthew 9 and Romans 5.  Fanny Crosby’s hymns often pleaded that 
people would come to Christ and know God’s forgiveness and grace. In the latter part of her life, she 
wanted to be known as a mission rescue worker. She was passionate on sharing her faith and her “fortune” 
with those less fortunate. At the age of 60 she dedicated the rest of her life to home missionary work, mostly 
with the urban poor. She worked in several missions in New York City, wrote more hymns and prayed over 
each one that they would turn a person’s life to Christ. She left money in her will for sheltering senior males 
with no other place to live and ten years after she died the First Methodist Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut 
honored her request and remembered her by raising the additional funds needed to establish the Fanny 
Crosby Memorial Home for the Aged (which is now the Bridgeport Rescue Mission.)   

This lesser known poem was included in many rescue mission songbooks, and shows her deep love for 
others and her deep love of Christ: 

Lord, behold in Thy compassion those who kneel before Thee now; 
They are in a sad condition, none can help them, Lord, but Thou. 
They are lost, but do not leave them in their dreary path to roam; 
There is pardon, precious pardon, if to Thee by faith they come 

There is a prayer team inviting us to pray each night at 7:30 or a time that is convenient for us; asking God 
to search us and encourage us as we live into these new times of being the church. This prayer has been 
written to guide our heart and minds and spirits as we seek to find new ways to be in ministry in a time of 
pandemic, and I include this in our study guide that we might continue to pray together.    Pastor Cindy 

Dear God, our Father, 
We, your children, do not understand the dilemmas of life during these challenging days and 
months. We ask for your clarity. Lord, show us the Way. Longing to do your Will and be the   
Church in this time, we seek your direction. Lord, show us the Way. There are so many needs   
and concerns to consider as we strive to re-connect with each other. Equip us with everything 
good for doing your will. Lord, show us the Way. Open our hearts and minds to listen for your   
plan to renew our fellowship and keep us ALL safe. Lord, show us the Way.                                   
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “This is My Story" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 
 



 
Study Guide 

 
Monday, June 29, 2020  Matthew 9: 35-36 
Skipping over a couple more healing stories, in the ninth chapter of Matthew we come to the ending of the 
chapter. Jesus continues to travel preaching, teaching, and healing. Matthew notes: “when Jesus saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.” (CEB)  The word compassion is derived from two works: com = with, and passion = to suffer. In 
other words, compassion is to “suffer with” someone else. It means Jesus isn’t just looking down on the lost 
and helpless from a position of superiority, he is suffering with people as an equal. When Fanny Crosby 
wrote her hymns, it was often with the purpose of sharing the compassion, love, and grace of Christ for 
those needing it the most. Today, find one way to help someone who needs it most that you might 
share the compassion of Christ with others. 
 
Tuesday, June 30, 2020  Matthew 9: 37-38 
So much work to do, Jesus claims, so much and so few willing to do it. When you think about your 
community in which you live, what work to help others is being overlooked? Are there people hungry? Are 
there homeless that need shelter or people needing medical care? What are some concrete ways you can 
be one of the workers that Jesus needs to be at work in the world? What ministry energizes you to make a 
difference in Jesus name? Today, do one thing that answers the call of Jesus to be a worker in the 
world. 
 
Wednesday, July 1, 2020   Romans 5: 18-19 
Paul continues to proclaim that through one person, Jesus, all have become righteous. If we were 
unrighteous because of one person, how much more righteousness are we offered through Jesus? Sunday 
we sang one of Fanny Crosby’s hymns focused on those in the greatest need: “Rescue the perishing, care 
for the dying, Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; Weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen, Tell 
them of Jesus, the mighty to save. Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, Jesus is merciful, Jesus will 
save.”  Jesus had compassion on the crowd, lost and lonely, afraid, and uncertain. He was looking for 
people to follow him that would rescue the perishing and care for the dying. How do you find ways to offer 
the love and grace of Christ to others? How do you accept the love and grace of Christ for yourself? 

Thursday, July 2   Romans 5: 20-21 
The law magnified the failure of human beings to follow God, but according to Paul, where sin increased, 
grace is multiplied even more!  Do we believe that? Do we believe in the midst of the worst life can offer that 
grace is multiplied? Fanny Crosby wrote: “Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, Feelings lie 
buried that grace can restore; Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken 
will vibrate once more.” Chords that were broken .all of us have broken chords and feelings that have 
been crushed by life and circumstances. Wakened by kindness and compassion we can be restored to all 
God has created us to be. Today, offer Jesus the broken chords of your heart and spirit and know 
that grace is multiplied and will restore your heart and faith in God. 
 
Friday, July 3, 2020  1 Corinthians 10: 23-33 
Today begins a holiday weekend in the United States. Tomorrow is Independence Day when we remember 
the Continental Congress proclaiming freedom and the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
Freedom doesn’t mean anything goes, that is anarchy. Freedom doesn’t mean there are no laws or rules. 
Freedom means choosing to acknowledge and follow the law for the common good. For Christians, 
according to Paul, “everything is permitted, but everything isn’t beneficial.” Christians are free, but that 
freedom is tied to the welfare of others: Christians, non-Christians or whoever one’s behavior might affect. 
Read this passage several times as you prepare celebrate freedom. “So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church 
of God, just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, 
so that they may be saved.” Say a prayer for our country, for our church, for our community and pray 
that your freedom might be witness, in Fanny Crosby’s words: 
 
“Rescue the perishing, duty demands it; strength for thy labor the Lord will provide.” 


