
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
The Hymns of Fanny Crosby 
“Filled with His Goodness”  We continue to work our way through Matthew 9 and Romans 5. Fanny Crosby’s hymns often pleaded that people would come to Christ and know God’s forgiveness and grace. She spoke to the calling of Christ and how all could unload their burdens on Jesus. This week’s scriptures contain the healing of a ruler’s daughter, a woman with a flow of blood. Jesus’ healing brought blessings. Paul speaks of grace that rules now instead of sin. In the United States, this Sunday is Father’s Day.  Fanny Crosby’s hymn “Search Me, O Lord” speaks to our need of grace, of love as we seek to live a life that honors Jesus. 

“Search me, O Lord, and try this heart of mine, search me and prove if I indeed am Thine. Test by Thy 
Word, that never changed can be, my strength of hope and living faith in Thee.” There is a prayer team inviting us to pray each night at 7:30 or a time that is convenient for us. Asking God to search us and encourage us as we live into these new times of being the church. This prayer  has been written to guide our heart and minds and spirits as we seek to find new ways to be in ministry in a time of pandemic.  I include this in our study guide that we might continue to pray together.  Pastor Cindy 
 
Dear God, our Father, 
We, your children, do not understand the dilemmas of life during these challenging days 
and months. We ask for your clarity. Lord, show us the Way. Longing to do your Will and 
be the Church in this time, we seek your direction. Lord, show us the Way. There are so 
many needs and concerns to consider as we strive to re-connect with each other. Equip us 
with everything good for doing your will. Lord, show us the Way. Open our hearts and 
minds to listen for your plan to renew our fellowship and keep us ALL safe. Lord, show us 
the Way. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Filled with His Goodness" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 
 



Study Guide 
 

Monday, June 22, 2020   Matthew 9: 18-19 This story of Jesus’ healing not only a ruler’s daughter, but also a woman who had suffered for twelve years in found also in Luke 8. In Luke, the daughter was dying, but not yet dead. Here is a father, a religious leader who is not too proud to come and beg for his daughter to be healed by Jesus. Yesterday we remembered Father’s Day. I think in the United States we do not honor fathers in the same way we honor and revere mothers. Yes, there are fathers who have not done a good job of being a parent. The same can be true of mothers. Many, many men father and parent and their time and effort are overlooked. Father ARE important and like this father, many long for the very best for their children. 
Today, write a note or send a text or e-mail or call your father or someone who has fathered you. If your 
father or father figure is not living, do one thing to honor him today.  
Tuesday, June 23, 2020   Matthew 9: 20-22 It has been said that ministry happens in the midst of interruptions. Jesus is on his way to heal the ruler’s daughter. She has just died, and time is of the essence. “Suddenly” scripture notes, a woman who has been hemorrhaging for twelve years come up and touches Jesus’ cloak. She had no intention of interfering, but she knew if she could just touch his garment, she would be well. And Jesus’ seeing her, says her faith has healed her. In Luke, he feels the power leave him first, but in Matthew Jesus sees, notes her faith, and says what she desires has been given to her. What a powerful moment, packed with desperation, with hope and with faith. As we pray together as a congregation each evening, I hope we will pray with the same kind of faith in Jesus to lead us and guide us. In the words of Fanny Crosby’s hymn “Search Me, O Lord,” “search me O Lord, let faith through grace divine, Thyself 
reflect in every act of mine.”   Pray today for faith to lead us forward.  
Wednesday, June 24, 2020   Matthew 9: 23-26 The crowd was already gathering, the mourning had begun. They laughed at Jesus when he told them to go away that the daughter was not dead. Jesus went inside and took her by the hand, and she got up. Of course, the news went everywhere. Luke stretches this story out and has them get her something to eat. Her father’s faith in Jesus, brought life and joy to that ruler’s household. Here we are confronted with a religious authority who is not stuck in one way of thinking or believing. He came to Jesus believing Christ could heal his daughter. He didn’t seem to care what anyone else thought. Filled with hope and a trust in God’s goodness, the religious ruler laid his ego down and found Jesus. What things 
in your heart need to be put down in order to experience the goodness of God’s love and grace?  
Thursday, June 25, 2020   Romans 5: 12-15 
Paul notes that sin has always been around. The Law was given as a way to understand sin. As Adam’s sin or 
“failure” affected all, so is the free gift of grace through Christ. “God’s grace is multiplied even more for 
many people with the gift---of one person Jesus Christ—that comes through grace.” (Common English 
Bible) Grace is free and is given to everyone. Jesus’ ministry showed that: Jesus healed and reached out and 
shared regardless of one’s gender, background or ethnic origin. Jesus was the living presence of God’s grace 
and love in the world. We are “filled with God’s Goodness” because of Christ. Today find one way to live 
out God’s goodness in your life.  
Friday, June 26, 2020   Matthew 9: 18-26 In re-reading these two healing stories, note who is healed and whose faith in acknowledged. We have the faith of the father and the faith of the woman. Jesus doesn’t reject the woman, even though technically she had no right to touch a man who was not her husband and certainly not when she was unclean. If the ruler’s daughter was considered dead, touching her also made Jesus unclean. Jesus didn’t care about any of this, what he cared about was the people who needed God’s healing touch. 
Who do you think needs that healing touch today? How will you share the goodness and grace of God with 
others? 


