
BLESSED ASSURANCE 
The Hymns of Fanny Crosby 

“Echoes of Mercy” 
 
It might seem strange to focus on the hymns of woman who wrote over a hundred years ago when 
the world seems to be falling apart. While social distancing is being relaxed in this time of 
pandemic, protests and riots have erupted over the horrible excruciating death of a black man by a 
police officer. Fanny Crosby’s story and her hymns speak not only to a faith that was real then, but 
is real today. She saw war and the aftermath of war, knew abandonment by her father from a 
young age, experienced poverty her whole life, the death of child, a marriage that didn’t survive 
that death and blindness her entire life. Facing all of those obstacles, she held on to her faith. 
Blessed Assurance is something we have been leaning into during these uncertain times. I think 
Fanny Crosby’s life and hymns speak deeply to what we are going through in 2020.  Each week 
our prayer will be based on a verse of one of Ms. Crosby’s hymns NOT in our United Methodist 
Hymnal. After all, she wrote almost 9000 hymns and her faith was deep. This week, the prayer text 
is from her hymn “Great is Thy Love.”  In the turmoil and uncertainty of the time in which we are 
living, may we hear “Echoes of God’s Mercy” and know the certainty of God’s presence. 
Pastor Cindy 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Echoes of Mercy" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great is the love that brought me out of the path of sin; Great is the love that gave me pardon and 
peace within. Great is the love that saves me, saves me hour by hour; Wonderful love of Jesus, 
who can resist its power? 
 
Great is the love that leads me Safely where’er I go; More of its power and greatness, teach me,  
O Lord, to know. Great is the love that saves me, saves me hour by hour; Wonderful love of Jesus, 
who can resist its power?  (Fanny Crosby d. 1915) 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Study Guide 
 

Monday, June 8, 2020 Romans 5: 1-2 
The fifth chapter of Romans provides a transition from the first four chapters. In Romans, chapters one and 
two, Paul demonstrates how human beings have sinned and in chapters three and four, Paul shares God’s 
response to our predicament: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ Jesus. In chapter five, Paul begins to 
move from where we are needing God’s grace to the hope and peace offered through Christ. Once Paul 
has described the problem, he now needs a solution. “Therefore, we have peace and hope.” Now the 
Christians in Rome were dealing with the suspicions of the religious authorities and the political authorities. 
The peace offered by Christ was in many ways in direct conflict with the peace Rome offered. Rome was a 
forced peace and forced unity. The peace of Christ comes from a relationship with God. “Great is the love 
that gave me pardon and peace within.” How do you experience that peace and pardon in your life? 
 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020  Romans 5: 3-5 
Paul moves from those first two verses to embracing his problems, trials and tribulations. Boasting, he says, 
or taking pride because it is out of troubles that one learns what one is made of. Fanny Crosby certainly 
understood that. Becoming blind at six weeks of age, long before there were any schools for people with 
disabilities, she was raised and memorized scripture and wrote her first poem at eight which began with 
these words: “Oh, what a happy child I am, although I cannot see! I am resolved that in this world contented 
I will be!” Paul notes that this “hope he has does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured 
out in our hearts.” Today, how do you embrace the hope you have in Christ even in the midst of our troubled 
times? In what way will you live out that hope so others can experience that same hope in Jesus? 
 
Wednesday, June 10, 2020  Matthew 9: 1-2  
Fanny Crosby wrote, “Great is the love that brought me out of the path of sin; great is the love that gave me 
pardon and peace within.” When Jesus saw the faith of the ones who brought the paralyzed man to him, he 
told the man: Take heart, or  be encouraged, “your sins are forgiven.” We will see in the next verses that is 
offensive to some and also in this day and age. We do not usually think illness is the result of sin. Although 
we may ask the question from time to time. The words to that man were words of peace and love. Jesus 
wanted him and his friends to know of God’s love that saves. “Who can resist its power?” Fanny Crosby 
asks. I think we all can agree that people do resist its power, but for those who do not, lives are changed 
and transformed.  Through Jesus God’s love has been poured upon the world. How have your experienced 
that love that offers pardon and peace? 
 
Thursday, June 11, 2020  Matthew 9: 3-8 
As I noted yesterday, some were offended by Jesus’ words. The religious authorities stated that Jesus was 
blaspheming or insulting God. Jesus asked, “which is easier, saying get up and walk or your sins are 
forgiven.” Jesus does both and commands the man to get up and he does and goes home. The people 
were both afraid and praised God! In the end, it isn’t about the theology, but about the greatness of God’s 
love. In a world torn apart, divided, angry and afraid, how do we live out this wonderful love of Jesus? How 
do we share that pardon and peace in a way that brings peace and hope and grace into already tense and 
difficult situations?  Find one way today to share God’s love and peace and grace. 
 
Friday, June 12, 2020   Romans 5: 1-8 
In these verses, Paul makes the transition from describing our human condition to raising the question 
“what now” or “what’s next?” For the first time in this letter, Paul mentions the love of God. He has described 
sin, he has offered hope and grace, but after mentioning that trial and tribulations can bring hope, he says 
the “love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
(Romans 5: 5) When we celebrated Pentecost, the gift of the Spirit is what makes us a community of faith, 
the church. Paul is clear that God’s love is part of that gift. “Great is the love that saves me, saves me hour 
by hour; Wonderful love of Jesus, who can resist its power?” Don’t resist this love today. Pray, lean into this 
love, and grace and ask the Spirit how you can be part of hope and healing in our world. 
 
 


