
FORWARD IN FAITH 
“Hearts Strangely Warmed” 

 

As we move “Forward In Faith,” celebrating 150 years as a faith community, we look back this week 
on an event that led to the beginning of the “Methodist Movement:” John Wesley’s Aldersgate 
Experience on May 24, 1738.  He wrote in his journal that he “went unwillingly to a society in 
Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  About a 
quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith 
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and 
an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the 
law of sin and death.” 

 

We also celebrate Ascension Sunday.  Jesus promised that as He returned to the Father, He would 
give to us His Holy Spirit, who would dwell in us and provide us with all that we need for living as 
faithful followers of Jesus. 
 

We are certainly living in crazy and uncertain days and, too often, we allow the world around us to 
determine how we will respond to our circumstances.  Will we react in fear, or proceed in faith?  Faith 
does not mean we abandon standard precautions of washing our hands, etc.  It’s a matter of where 
we focus our hearts: will we focus on circumstances or upon the God who works in all our 
circumstances for our good?  May our hearts be “strangely warmed” anew that as we live by our 
faith in Jesus in these days, we may know and share the great joy and peace that comes only from 
trusting completely in our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! --  Tal Tittsworth 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Hearts Strangely Warmed" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Week 

 

“Almighty God, in a time of great need you raised up your servants John and Charles 
Wesley, and by your Spirit inspired them to kindle a flame of sacred love which 
leaped and ran, an inextinguishable blaze.  Grant that all those whose hearts have 
been warmed at these altar fires, being continually refreshed by your grace, may be 
so devoted to the increase of scriptural holiness throughout the land that in this our 
time of great need, your will may fully and effectively be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  (FRED D. GEALY, U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.) 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 



Study Guide 
 
Monday, May 25, 2020   Psalm 130 
One of the Scriptures Wesley read on May 24, 1738 was Psalm 130.  He had just experienced a 
very difficult time in his life and was searching for a sense of God’s love and peace.  We all have 
those hard times that come along in life, whether just life’s circumstances like covid-19, or maybe 
because of mistakes we have made.  The promise of the Scriptures is that as we seek for God and 
the assurance of God’s grace and peace, God meets us at our point of need.  The question becomes 
for us, then, where are we searching for life’s ultimate answers; are we seeking out the God who 
can truly help us or are we seeking answers from the false gods of our world? 
 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020   2 Peter 1:4 (1:1-11) 
Another Scripture Wesley read on May 24, 1738 was 2 Peter 1:4.  It’s important to include the whole 
context of those words as we are reminded of God’s gifts of “great and precious promises.”  We are 
especially reminded in v.3 that God’s divine power is given to us through our faith in Jesus so that 
we have “everything we need for life and godliness.”  As we live by our faith in Jesus, He fills us then 
with those qualities that give life meaning and peace: goodness, self-control, perseverance, 
godliness, kindness and love.  In Galatians 5:22 Paul refers to these qualities as the “fruit of the 
Spirit.”  Are you growing that “fruit” in your life or allowing the circumstances to rob you of God’s joy 
that comes by faith? 
 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020    Mark 12:28-34 
Another Scripture, we are told, that Wesley read on May 24, 1738 was Mark 12:28-34.  Recalling 
the essence of the Jewish faith, Jesus reminded one of the teachers of the law – and us -- of the 
ultimate commandments of our shared faith (the Shema): Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind and strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.  They are like two sides of a coin.  Our 
sincere love for God will translate into true love for our neighbor, which includes forgiveness and 
grace; or hate for our neighbor will certainly distance us from our God.  As we live out that love for 
God and neighbor we become part of God’s transforming kingdom into which He has invited us 
through our faith in Jesus.  How is your “Love quotient?”  
 
Thursday, May 28, 2020  Romans 5:1-11 
The deepest need we have as humans is to find peace with God which leads to our own inner peace 
and can enable us to live at peace with one another.  Remember the Shema (above).  But that peace 
can only come as we give our lives back to Jesus who gave His life for us first.  As Martin Luther 
taught after Paul’s letter to the Romans came to life for him, it is by God’s grace we experience that 
peace.  God did for us what we could not do for ourselves through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.  It is that peace that “warmed” Wesley’s heart long ago and that can still warm our hearts as 
we follow Jesus in faith each day! 
 
Friday, May 29, 2020  Romans 12:1-21 
As God gave us all of Himself in Jesus, we are invited to give all of ourselves back to Him through 
our faith in Jesus.  As we grow in that faith, God lives out His love in each of us in all that we do and 
say every day. That faith also enables us to live “above” our circumstances and experience His 
peace, no matter what life gives to us.  It’s a peace that Paul writes elsewhere (Philippians 4:7) that 
is beyond our understanding, but not our experience.  How is your “Peace quotient?” 
 
 


