
FORWARD IN FAITH 
Blessed with Hope and Faithful Witness 

 

Easter continues as does our focus on our 150th year and the theme for our 150th anniversary is 
“Forward in Faith.”  Forward in Faith is exactly what we need as we live in this time of uncertainty and 
anxiety. As restrictions continue to be lifted in Kansas, there is still much unknown about what 
happens next in the time of pandemic.  During those fifty days of Easter, the disciples were uncertain 
as well. When Jesus left them physically for the last time, they were left to wonder about their future, 
about faith and what would come next. We are in time of graduations, that physically are not 
happening, but may happen this summer. Graduates are wondering what comes next and those 
returning to school next fall also are wondering. While there is much unknown, what we do know is 
that Jesus leads us into the future and promises us we are not alone. May we know the peace and 
certainty the early disciples proclaimed as we live in our time. --  Pastor Cindy 
 
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “Blessed with Hope and Faithful Witness" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Week 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your glorious resurrection, you appeared alive and immortal to your disciples 
and faithful followers, stayed with and taught them for forty days, and showed them many things, 
speaking about the Kingdom of God, and comforted them and assured them of your resurrection, 
removing all doubt from their hearts.  O Lord, grant that we may be numbered among those chosen 
by God to be witnesses of your resurrection, not only by word of mouth, but in actions and truth, for 
your honor and glory; with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign as one God, now and 
forever.  (adapted from a prayer by Ludolph of Saxony, d. 1378) 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 
 
 
 
 



Study Guide 
 
Monday, May 18, 2020  Luke 24: 44-49 
In Luke’s gospel, this is Jesus’ last appearance to his disciples. Again, in these verses, Jesus recounts 
how everything in the law, the prophets and the psalms point to a different kind of Messiah. This Messiah 
doesn’t rule by strength, but by suffering and serving. “Christ is risen from the dead” so that “a change of 
heart and life will be preached.” “You are witnesses.” Much of what we do as people is a witness to 
something whether we realize it or not. Has our relationship with Jesus been a witness to the love and 
grace offered in Christ? Even as we are surrounded by uncertainty and wondering what comes next, how 
do we trust that we can go forward in faith with Christ? 
 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020  Luke 24: 50-53 
Jesus asked the believers to wait for the Spirit. They worshipped and praised God without knowing what 
would happen next. Jesus blesses them and then leaves the disciples so that his presence and more 
importantly God’s presence could be made real in their lives and witness. They returned to Jerusalem 
overwhelmed with joy and continuously were praising God in the temple. Can we be “overwhelmed with 
joy” in this time of pandemic? For what reason were the disciples praising God? For what God had done 
in their lives through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. As we continue to live into social distancing 
what ways can you been seen as praising God and being overwhelmed with joy? 
 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020    Ephesians 1: 15-19 
Paul begins this letter to the church at Ephesus reminding the believers they are children of God through 
Christ. In the first fourteen verses Paul packs much into this plan of God who gives us good news in Christ 
Jesus. Paul is praying for the church because of their faith and their love for all God’s people. “I pray that 
the eyes of your heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of God’s call .that is working among 
believers.” Unity is an important theme in this letter as is the understanding that the church is to live out 
God’s love and grace. God has gifted those who follow Jesus with the power and spirit of wisdom that 
makes sharing the good news with others possible. This legacy of faith that is given is possible through 
the hope and love and grace and energy given by God. As we celebrate 150 years, how do you see that 
legacy lived out? How do you live out your faith?   
 
Thursday, May 21, 2020  Ephesians 1: 20-23 
Paul continues to emphasis Christ’s life death and resurrection as part of that power. Christ is the “head” 
of this community of faith and the church is the “body.” Christ’s presence can fill this community in so 
many ways. Part of focusing on the ascension of Jesus is that physically one person cannot be 
everywhere. The Spirit, which is not physical, can fill, strengthen, challenge, and help the church be all 
that God wants it to be. Jesus presence becomes more real because of the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a 
gift. Like those early years, things are different and uncertain. Where do you see the Spirit leading the 
church in this time? How do you know and experience the power of Christ in your life? 
 
Friday, May 22, 2020  Mark 12: 28-24a 
This scripture was heard by John Wesley on May 24, 1738. It was the day his “heart was strangely 
warmed” and everything changed for him in his relationship with God and his ministry. United Methodists 
call that day “Aldersgate” for the place and for the moment when grace became the focal point for John 
Wesley and Methodists everywhere. On Sunday we celebrate that day. As we prepare for it may this 
prayer be our guide:  “Almighty God, in a time of great need you raised up your servants John and 
Charles Wesley, and by your Spirit inspired them to kindle a flame of sacred love which leaped and ran, 
an inextinguishable blaze.  Grant that all those whose hearts have been warmed at these altar fires, being 
continually refreshed by your grace, may be so devoted to the increase of scriptural holiness throughout 
the land that in this our time of great need, your will may fully and effectively be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  (FRED D. GEALY, U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.) 
 
 


