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Coastal Allure
Experience life along  
Florida’s shores

In search of the perfect beach? 

Choose among Florida’s 1,200 

miles of white sandy beaches. 

Experience the difference in the 

vegetation and the waves between 

the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf 

of Mexico coastlines. For those 

seeking a private adventure, visit 

a beach only accessible by boat. 

Choices include the secluded  

barrier island of Cayo Costa State 

Park in Fort Myers and the four- 

mile long beach at Anclote Key 

Preserve, three miles off of Tarpon 

Springs. Romance is the focus 

along the beaches within Caladesi 

Island State Park in Dunedin. 

Fishing beaches can also be 

found throughout the state including 

Jacksonville Beach and Lauderdale-

By-the-Sea. Destin is often referred 

to as “The World’s Luckiest Fishing 

Village” with more than 20 species 

of game fish. 

Besides Florida’s coast, the state 

boasts nearly 30,000 lakes and 

numerous rivers. Within Florida’s 

canals, lakes, ponds,and rivers, 

fishermen can find more than 250 

fish species, including bass, blue-

gill, crappie, bream, and sturgeons. 

Blackwater River State Park near 

Pensacola and Milton is a great 

spot for fishing, as well as canoeing 

or kayaking. 

If boating is something you  

want to take advantage of, Florida’s 

endless waterways offer numerous  

choices. Why not learn to sail 

at Windward Sailing School in 

Fernandina Beach on Amelia 

Island. You can also charter a boat 

for a morning, afternoon or a full 

day there. The Offshore Sailing 

School in Fort Myers offers a num-

ber of choices in sailing lessons, 

including one that allows the whole 

family to learn. For those who 

want to conquer the perfect wave, 

surf schools abound at Melbourne 

Beach’s Sebastian Inlet State Park, 

famous for its East Coast surfing.

Family Fun 
Discover the well-known and 
the surprising for all ages

Water dominates many of 

Florida’s family-friendly 

attractions. When you offer the kids 

a chance to get wet and swim with 

Name the experience you seek and you can find it in Florida. Families can discover countless  

attractions geared to all ages. The state’s diverse offerings always begin with water and anywhere 

you go in Florida you will not be far from its vast coastline and large number of lakes and rivers.  

An extensive state park system makes Florida a wonderful region for exploring nature, while lush  

golf courses number more here than any other state. And finally experience the passion of  

Florida’s history and culture as it comes alive within its museums and neighborhoods.■
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dolphins, you’ll get plenty of smiles.  

Discovery Cove in Orlando, the 

Dolphin Research Center in Grassy 

Key, Dolphin World in Key Largo 

and Gulf World Marine Park in 

Panama City Beach are among the 

sites that offer swim with dolphin 

programs. And even if you don’t 

want to get in the water with these 

cute creatures, these parks are 

packed with all kinds of family fun. 

For more upclose encounters 

with animals, families should visit 

Big Cat Rescue in Tampa for the 

chance to see more than 20 species 

of cat (lions, tigers, leopards and 

more) and get a behind-the-scenes 

look at a real sanctuary. Jungle 

Adventures in the town of Christmas 

near Titusville is a park and wildlife 

sanctuary where the family can take 

a jungle swamp cruise through an 

alligator habitat and watch wildlife 

shows featuring Florida panthers. 

You can even feed peacocks, deer 

and small alligators before heading 

off on the Jungle Nature Trail to see 

foxes and wolves. 

Sarasota CVB



Animals — real as well as 

Mickey Mouse and his gang of 

legendary characters — are also 

a part of the many attractions at 

Walt Disney World in Orlando. 

Kilimanjaro Safaris at Disney’s 

Animal Kingdom features a safari 

vehicle ride past African animals 

roaming freely, including giraffes, 

hippos, elephants, rhinos and lions. 

For “hands-on” activities indoors, 

families should visit the South 

Florida Science Museum in West 

Palm Beach and the Ah-Tah-Thi-

Ki Museum on the Big Cypress 

Seminole Reservation in Clewiston. 

Outdoor Wonders
Explore nature’s treats and 
those man-made for golfing

See a different side of Florida 

by being a part of its extensive 

state park system, one of the larg-

est in the country with 159 parks 

covering more than 723,000 acres 

and 100 miles of beach. Swimming, 

diving, birding, fishing and hiking 

within these parks is an ideal way to 

get upclose to Florida’s natural side. 

Go tubing at Ichetucknee Springs 

State Park in Fort White or biking, 

birding or hiking through J.N. “Ding” 

Darling National Wildlife Refuge on 

Sanibel Island. In Suwannee River 
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State Park in Live Oak choose from 

five trails, ranging from a quarter 

mile to 18 miles, that meander 

through woodlands and offer views 

of the park’s rivers, or simply explore 

the river in a canoe or kayak. The 

Suwannee River Wilderness Trail 

runs 207 miles and is a unique 

experience for the outdoor enthu-

siast, offering a variety of outdoor 

activities, including horseback riding. 

The seven-mile Black Point Wildlife 

Drive in the Merritt Island National 

Wildlife Refuge in Titusville is a good 

place to see waterfowl, wading birds, 

shorebirds, alligators, bobcats and 

other wildlife. Four hiking trails, a 

manatee observation deck, boating, 

fishing and canoeing are also a  

part of the park’s offerings. The 

limestone stalactites and sta-

lagmites in the caves at Florida 

Caverns State Park near Marianna 

offer a glimpse at something  

spectacular made by nature. 

You can walk or take a cart to 

see some of the famed man-made 

greens of Florida on its more than 

1,000 golf courses. Golf is an inte-

gral part of life in Florida and you 

can find championship courses 

throughout the state designed by 

some of golf’s greatest players. It is 

also home to St. Augustine’s World 

Savvy Shopping 

Florida offers you any kind  

of shopping you seek. Its  

air-conditioned malls feature 

everything under one roof, from 

designer names, major depart-

ment stores to upscale dining 

venues. One choice in South 

Florida is the Dolphin Mall, 

located five miles from Miami 

International Airport. Newly 

renovated, the mall incorporates 

Miami’s multicultural heritage, 

even featuring cuisine from all 

over the world in its food court. 

Gucci, Neiman Marcus and 

Nordstrom’s are among the 

large selection of stores located 

at Tampa’s International Plaza.

Outlet shoppers will find 

designer togs at discount prices 

throughout the state. Prime 

Outlets locations include Naples 

and Ellenton, between Tampa 

and Sarasota.

Browsing Mirror Image 

Antiques is just plain fun when 

it’s something old, not new, that 

is a real treasure for you. The 

store is located in downtown 

historic Havana, just north of 

Tallahassee. The 50,000 square 

foot Webb’s Antique Malls in 

Winter Garden and Lake City, 

20 miles north of Gainesville, 

offer it all from jewelry to collect-

ibles, furniture and more. There 

are more than 200 dealers  

selling antiques and collectibles 

at Waldo’s Antique Village 

near Gainesville.



April 21-June 11

13th Annual EPCOT 
International Flower & 
Garden Festival, Orlando: 
Spring blooms at Walt Disney 

World with beautiful gardens and 

topiaries, seminars and nightly 

musical entertainment during this 

seven-week festival.  

May 5-7

Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp 
Festival 2006, Amelia Island: 
Fine arts and crafts, antiques, 

regional and local music, a 

parade, fireworks, pirates, family 

activities and plenty of shrimp and 

seafood are all a part of this event 

that celebrates Fernandina Beach 

as the birthplace of the modern 

shrimping industry. 
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May 6

U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame 
2006 Induction Ceremony,  
Cape Canaveral:  
The Kennedy Space Center Visitor 

Complex will host the Induction 

Ceremony and Hall of Fame  

astronaut appearances and  

autograph sessions during this 

historic event that will honor space 

heroes including Space Shuttle 

astronauts Charles Bolden, Henry 

Hartsfield and Brewster Shaw. 

May 26- 28

The Florida Folk Festival,  
White Springs: Celebrate Florida 

and its people and all that make it 

special with music, dance, stories, 

crafts and food at Stephen Foster 

Folk Culture Center State Park. 

June 5 

Founder’s Day, Palm Beach:  
Flagler Museum, a National 

Historic Landmark, is free to all 

visitors on this day in honor of the 

museum’s founder, Jean Flagler 

Matthews. Highlights include the 

completely restored interior of 

Whitehall—the Gilded Age estate, 

the Flagler history and lace exhibits 

and a private railcar. C
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Golf Hall of Fame, complete with  

its own two 18-hole championship  

golf courses, plus museum, IMAX 

theater, dining and shopping. 

Cultural Living
Enjoying Florida’s heritage

Throughout Florida, the state’s 

diverse history and culture 

can be explored. The Panhandle 

Pioneer Settlement in Sam Adkins 

Park in Blountstown, is a living 

museum preserving life between 

1840 and the beginning of World 

War II. Here visitors — especially 

children — can enjoy such hands-

on experiences as shelling corn, 

washing clothes on a scrub board, 

and even eating homemade bis-

cuits. Venture back in time at the 

Mission San Luis De Apalachee, 

a reconstruction of a 17th century 

Spanish mission in Tallahassee. It is 

a working archaeological site, com-

plete with hands-on exhibits and 

costumed living history interpreters. 

Discover a different way to learn 

about local history and its colorful 

characters while in Daytona Beach 

on a “Haunts of the World’s Famous 

Beach” ghost tour, operated by a 

certified ghost hunter. 
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Tampa’s Ybor City pairs his-

tory, Latin culture and great food 

and shopping in one neighborhood 

that also happens to be a National 

Historic Landmark District. Here 

you’ll find Columbia Restaurant, 

one of Florida’s oldest and one of 

the world’s largest Spanish restau-

rants. Flamenco dancing, sangria 

and good food all come together at 

this family venue. Stop here on your 

way to or back from the Ybor City 

Museum State Park, which offers a 

look at life in Ybor City from 1886 to 

the present.

Florida Keys

Amelia Plantation



Contemporary Elegance at it’s best 
124 Spacious Rooms & Suites

Award winning Trina Restaurant & 
LoungeSpa Atlantic – the ultimate indul-

gence A private haven for each guest

601 North Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33304 

(954) 567-8020   (954) 567-8054  
luxurycollection.com/atlantic

Secluded luxury oceanfront resort on 
South Florida’s largest private beach. 

The world-class Spa at Harbor Beach is 
listed in “100 Best Spas of the World.” 

Minutes to the airport.

3030 Holiday Drive  
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316    

(800) 222-6543  
www.marriottharborbeach.com

Spectacular sunsets and navigable 
waterways are all within reach with the 
Sheraton Yankee Clipper’s Waterways 
Package. Includes room, breakfast for 
two people daily, plus, two Water Bus 
passes per stay. 

1140 Seabreeze Blvd. (A1A) 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 
(954) 524-5551   
(888) 627-7109 Reservations 
(954) 523-5376 Fax 
www.sheraton.com/yankeeclipper

European sophistication. Tropical dress 
code. Sumptuous but not stuffy. 

Refined yet relaxed. Everyone deserves 
a hideaway to call their own.  

Let Lago Mar be yours.

1700 South Ocean Lane 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 

1-800-LagoMar 
www.LagoMar.com

On the ocean, the 1,000-room resort 
boasts luxurious accommodations with 

several on-site dining options,  
championship golf, tennis center,  

full-service spa, shopping, water sports, 
and charter fishing.

3555 South Ocean Drive 
Hollywood, Florida 33019

(888) 627-9057  
www.westin.com/diplomat

Located on 450’ of private beach 
directly on the most desirable section 
of Fort Lauderdale Beach. Award-win-
ning dining at Windows, Oceanside Bar 

& Grill, dancing in the pub. Newly  
renovated spacious rooms.

2220 N Atlantic Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, Fl

954-565-6661   800-347-7776
954-565-8893 Fax   www.irelands.com
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