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We need your submissions!
RICAMBI needs submissions from YOU! Anything from a simple photo 
and description of your car to a nice article telling about your car or  
interesting tech knowledge. Send photos and articles to the email below 

Editorial submissions can be sent in for consideration to:
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RICAMBI. Material will not be returned unless arranged before submission. Questions 
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FIATclubAmerica.com.
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format. Do not send low resolution graphics from web sites unless you check and 
discuss it beforehand and have permission to do so from the source.
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FIAT Club America

Visit our website at FIATClubAmerica.com 
for the latest in what’s happening in YOUR club. 



  by Doug Von Koenig, FIAT Club America President  

Greeting Members!
Hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.
FreakOut 2022 – Texas Here We Come…
Have you heard the news?!   
Some lucky raffle ticket holder at FreakOut will win a 1982 Spider!  
The car is named “Carmadillo” and please read the article in 
this issue for more details.  Raffle tickets are $50 each and one 
ticket is included in each FreakOut registration.  There will be 
up to 200 more sold at FreakOut.  You must be at FreakOut to 
participate in this raffle…
 
The countdown to FreakOut 22 has begun!
Registration is now open but closes at midnight eastern on 
August 27th.  This is also the last day to book your hotel room 
at our discounted rate.  
• All the info you need about FreakOut22 is on our website at 
www.FIATclubamerica.com, just click on “FreakOut 2022” from 
our home page
• The link to register at our host hotel is also on the website.  
If you run into any problems trying to book your room online, 
please call the hotel.  If you are booking days before or after 
our event dates you will need to call them.  If you don’t see the 
type of room you want (double queen or king) while trying to 
book online, please call them.  If for any reason you run into 
problems that can’t be solved by calling them, please send an 
email to me at president@FIATclubamerica and I’ll get it solved 
for us.
• The track day event is going to be awesome.  We have a total 
of 75 spots available and as I’m writing this column, we have 
just under 40 left.  Don’t wait to register for FreakOut if you 
want to be a part of track day… 

Celebrating 50 years of the X1/9
A once in a lifetime event was held in Italy a few weeks ago 
celebrating 50 years of the X1/9.  Our founder, Bobb Rayner, 
participated in the full event and look for an article about his 
adventures in our next issue…

continued on page 30 *
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Ciao Amici!  Ancora una volta, è ora di accendere i nostri motori!
 Summer has settled in for most of us in North America, and 
from what I’ve seen on Facebook and other sites, several FIAT 
Club America chapters have been active doing drives, rallies, tech 
sessions, and the like.  For the first time in my memory, the high 
expectations for this year’s big FIAT FreakOut annual gathering have 
to be held at bay for a bit longer than usual, given that the conclave 
is scheduled later in the calendar year than ever before.  The end 
of September is the latest the club has ever conducted its marquee 
event, but it should be worth the wait. The facilities are spectacular, 
and the location beckons many members in the far- and mid-
western parts of the USA.  I know a good number of club members 
will be traveling via airline to FFO 2022 (I’m one of them), and those 
who do, do it for a good reason: they’ve experienced it in past years, 
they know how great FFO is, and they don’t want to miss it again, 
car or no car!

 While we continue to mourn FIAT’s downturn in North America, 
it bewilders me when I read certain news regarding FIAT.  The FIAT 
500X “Yacht Club Capri” is still being officially sold in the USA…
but that’s the only FIAT-branded model available…IF you can find 
one.  The lineup of great FIAT cars lacked the support of the parent 
company and dealership understanding of the market for FIAT 
vehicles, and we fans of the marque have paid the price.  Ironically, 
I attended some of the press days at the New York International 
Auto Show last April, and was shocked to see not only the 500X 
Yacht Club displayed, but a couple of FIAT 500 Electric vehicles!  I 
was surprised because, as has often been noted, parent company 
Stellantis supposedly has no plans to sell the 500 Electric in the 
USA or Canada.  Auto industry journalists all ask the same question: 
“Why not?”  Frankly, I don’t think the issue is settled just yet, and 
I’d wager we very well might eventually see the 500 Electric in North 
America.  The new electric 500 is roomier, being three inches longer 
and two inches wider that the previous 500.  Its 42-kWh battery 
pack could provide a range of around 199 miles on the WLTP cycle.  
While I am definitely NOT a proponent of electric cars (for a number 
of objective reasons), with all the buzz about battery-powered 
vehicles these days, an electric FIAT 500 could fill a niche in North 
America towards which many buyers are currently gravitating.
 Our later-model FIAT 500 is certainly considered a small car, 
but not nearly as small as many FIATs were in the 1970s.  The FIAT 
126 of the mid-70s was much smaller than the current FIAT 500, 

was built in Poland, and boasted a whopping 23-horsepower.  Over 
one-million were sold between 1972 and 1992, but guess what?  
One just sold for $83,000!  Truth be told, motion-picture mega-star 
Tom Hanks owned the car, but offered it for sale to raise money for 
a charity.  I just think it’s cool that a guy who could afford to own 
anything he wants, still had an affection for a tiny Italian runabout.
 Another affluent celebrity has also had one of his former cars 
on the market (though no longer owned by him).  Former world 
champion Formula One driver Nigel Mansell (my all-time favorite) 
was gifted a FIAT Tipo back in 1990 during his tenure as a driver for 
the Ferrari F1 team.  As this is being written, the current owner of 
that very car is in the Netherlands, and has listed the car for sale.  
It’s expected to bring over $10,000 at the auction’s end.  Again, for 
all the fun poked at FIATs, some pretty big celebrities have had them 
in their garages!
 As we in Canada and the USA continue to pine for FIATs of any 
ilk, the rest of the world seems to be awash in new FIAT models.  
Brazil has always been a big market for FIAT (the company has 
factories there), and in that country, the high-performance Abarth 
badge has been affixed to its first-ever SUV.  It’s called the Abarth 
“Pulse,” and will only be available in Brazil. It’s expected to have 
a 3-liter turbocharged gas engine with 185 horsepower, which is 
actually more than the Abarth 595 and 695 special-spec Abarth 
500s. As far as SUVs go, it’s rather cool-looking, with a host of 
special trim pieces that hint at its higher performance.
 There’s a bunch of other surprising news stories in the FIAT 
world (like a return of the fabled Lancia marque!) which I’ll share 
in later missives.  For now, the biggest news for me is that I’ll be 
heading to Italy in less than twenty-four hours after I complete this 
article.  The reason: this year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
introduction of the FIAT X1/9!  Two major X1/9 enthusiast groups, 
Club Nazionale X1/9 and X1/9 Club Italia, will be conducting major 
events in commemoration of the famous targa-topped mid-engine 
phenomenon created by Carrozzeria Bertone.  I’ll be spending a 
week in Sicily immersed in the events surrounding the Targa Florio 
reenactments (where the X1/9 was premiered in 1972), followed 
by a week in Torino, home of FIAT and Bertone.  I participated in 
activities conducted by these clubs when I visited in the year 2000, 
and I’ve kept in touch with many of the principal personnel ever 
since.  I look forward to seeing them again! I have an overflowing 
itinerary ahead, all of which I’ll share with you in future issues of 
RICAMBI and in other FIAT Club America information outlets.

Reminder: it is NOT too late to register for and reserve rooms for 
FIAT FreakOut 2022!  Do it NOW!  As always, I urge everyone to 
make activities happen in your local areas, and look forward to 
seeing you at FFO in late September.  Grazie!

Bobb Rayner   
Delaware Valley

FIAT  
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FAH-TAH-DAH WEEKEND MADE ME A BELIEVER
by Reagan Homan, East TN FIAT - FIAT on the Dragon "newby"

 Toxic relationships have become commonplace in 
today’s world. Some people have manipulative tendencies, 
unwarranted and uncontrollable jealousy, compulsive 
narcissism and/or savior complexes. For example, if you’ve 
ever heard anyone say, “I can fix him!”, don’t expect
an invite to the wedding. 
 Unless, of course, someone in your life owns a FIAT.  
FIAT owners are repeat offenders when it comes to salvaging 
a broken, toxic relationship. I mean that literally– they will 
salvage all the parts of that car that are beyond fixing. They 
adore their FIATs and are quick to forgive when their beloved 
overheats and strands them on the side of a highway. 
 FIATs can be feisty, unreliable, unpredictable, and hardly 
show remorse for their actions (after all, they are inanimate 
objects, but I digress). As a recent inductee to the FIAT 
community, it baffled me to see these people willing to 
purchase and maintain these cars that don’t seem to have 
a will to live. Sometimes, the FIAT + driver relationship goes 
up in flames (again, I mean that literally).
 About twice a year these drivers convene to air their 
grievances at an event dubbed “FIAT on the Dragon”.  

FotD (pronounced “fah-tah-dah” by the founding members) 
is part support group, part car show, and part road trip.
 My first FotD was this May and I had no idea what to 
expect. Admittedly, I came knowing next to nothing about 
cars and left knowing even less. It felt more like a cultural 
study of people who tolerate no one else’s B.S. but their 
FIAT’s. 
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 People drive from all over the country for this weekend 
event, even though most of the event is just that: driving.  
They drive to east Tennessee to keep driving and then they 
drive back home. They drive on objectively hazardous roads 
with walkie-talkies just to talk about how the drive is. I’m not 
sure why I didn’t anticipate a car event to involve so much 
driving, but I wasn’t complaining. The drive sure is beautiful.
 I liken the personalities of the FIAT community members 
to their relationship with their car. There’s the devoted, loyal 
drivers who’ve been married to their FIAT since the ‘70’s.  
Their patience transcends the earthly world we know. On the 
other end of the spectrum are the restless drivers who can’t seem 
to commit to one FIAT. Other FIAT drivers are novices and simply 
going steady.
 The drives bring these personalities out. It may be hard to 
imagine for the boring, basic automatic transmission drivers, but 
where to turn and where to stop could be contentious issues. 
Walkie-talkie protocol operated on a “no man left behind” policy. 
Thus, someone was always radioing that they were lost and 
someone was always asking where Gabby was. Between the 
revving of the engines and the hodge podge of accents, sounds 
started running together at the end of the day. Except for the 
Italian accents, though. Those were pretty hard to miss. 
 If FotD does one thing well, it’s bring people together. I gave 
up on trying to understand what a head gasket or carburetor is 
and focused on the relationships these people had with their 
cars and with each other. Full disclosure: I recently learned 
that “carbonated” and “carburetor” are not related. Sorry to 
disappoint the readers who probably know how to change their 
own tire. 
 Ironically enough, FIATs seem to be one of the few things 
these people have in common with each other. Yet, they enjoy 
each other’s company over food truck nachos and raffle prizes. 
They welcomed me in with open arms and I left giving a book 
recommendation and receiving an invitation to a wedding.
 Thanks to Brett for letting an outsider in to the sacred Talley 
Ho. Thank you to Gab-A-Dab for asking me to do the honor of 
being your bridesmaid. Thank you Blake for proposing so I can 
get my chance to deliver a baller speech at that wedding.  

Thank you Tom for culturing us southerners on the wonders of 
the places you’ve traveled around the world. I’ll be waiting for that 
book review you promised me.
 And to the unofficial DJ playing rap music at the raffle, you 
shouldn’t call yourself a rap fan without knowing who J. Cole is. 
Sorry, I don’t make the rules.
 Finally, for everyone at FotD in a toxic relationship with their 
FIAT, don’t change. You are loyal to the cars whose mood swings 
endanger your sanity and that character trait is evident in how you 
treat others. Your affection and admiration do not go unnoticed. 
 Plus, driving a five speed is a dying art, so on behalf of all Gen 
Zers, thank you for making antique cars cool again.
Ciao bellas!
     - A new FIAT admirer
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 This year, the FIAT FreakOut 2022 runs from September 28 to 
October 2! Daily parking at the hotel lot is free for registered FFO 
attendees who are guests at the host hotel, trailer parking is also 
free and onsite.
 FIAT FreakOut wasn’t born in Texas, but it got here just as 
quickly as it could. Welcome to the 39th FIAT FreakOut (FFO22).  
It’s been 39 years since the first FreakOut, and we’ve been 
celebrating our passion for all things FIAT, Lancia, Alfa Romeo, 
and assorted other Italian marques ever since.  We’ll be in The 
Woodlands, Texas, a master planned Township located 28 miles 
north of Houston along Interstate 45 with a population of around 
120,000 people with broad tree lined boulevards leading to 
sweeping bends in the rural areas of Southeastern Texas.
 The FIAT FreakOut is a five-day event that includes a 
concours car show, coordinated scenic drives, track day, and lots 
of socializing.  FFO22 is not just about the show cars, it is a great 
opportunity to talk to knowledgeable people and vendor sponsors 
about your vehicle.
Our host hotel is:
The Woodlands Resort
2301 North Millbend Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380
https://www.woodlandsresort.com/

Wednesday, September 28th
Clay Shooting, Blackwood Sporting Company
 It wouldn’t be Texas without getting close to some guns.  Test 
your skills on the stands at Blackwood Sporting Company and 
shoot some sporting clays.  Stands are set up in a range of 
situations, and suitable for all skill levels.  You can bring your 
own gun or rent one from Blackwood themselves. 
www.blackwoodsporting.com

Spectators welcome!  The 
timing between this sporting 
clays event and the brewery event 
is setup so you can easily join the brewery 
event after clays.

Brewery Tour
The Houston area is renowned for its range of craft breweries.  
We’ll visit one of the best local ones, and relax before heading 
on back to The Woodlands.  Individual pay for what you order at 
brewery.

FIAT FREAKOUT 2022
Win a 1982 FIAT Spider 
Win a set of 15x7 CD30 style wheels from Auto Ricambi 
Win a painting of you and your FIAT



TEXASTEXASWOO
DLANDSWOO
DLANDS

THETHE

TEXASTEXASWOO
DLANDSWOO
DLANDS

THETHE

Early Bird Party
Poolside at our host hotel – find out 
who else has turned up for day one: renew acquaintances and 
make new friends. The pools are open, take a dip, gently float 
around the lazy river, and relax – you’re in Texas now!
DINNER IS ON YOUR OWN TONIGHT

Thursday, September 29th
Track Day
 The Houston Motorsports Ranch is throwing its doors open 
to 75 (maximum, no exceptions!) lucky drivers.   The track 
is a sanctioned location for Champ Car World Series, Atlantic 
Championship, Formula BMW Series, and often used for team 
testing.  Test your metal on the 2.38-mile circuit, there will be 
prizes available, and we’ll set things up based upon attendees 
so that everyone is competitive.  Fee is $150 per car.

 There will be a mandatory drivers’ meeting before the track 
sessions.  Rolls bars are not required, and helmets will be 
available at the track.  Instructors will be present to work with 
novices.  A boxed lunch is available to pre-order below.
www.msrhouston.com

Museum Trip
 The Gullo Motor Museum is the eponymous creation of one 
of south Texas’ largest car dealers.  With an incredibly diverse 
selection of motor vehicles young and old (including Italians!), 
this private collection is not open to the general public.  A $10 
donation to the museum is the only fee.  The group will drive to 
the museum for an exclusive tour and afterwards head across 
to the charming historic Old Town Montgomery where there are 
several dining options for lunch at your own pace.  Montgomery 
is one of the oldest towns in Texas, beginning as a trading post 
in 1826 and first charted in 1837.  It is also recognized as the 
birthplace of the Texas Lone Star Flag.  You are sure to enjoy 
their clean air and relaxed country lifestyle!

Self-Guided Drives
 The Woodlands area abounds with scenic drives, curious 
little towns, and the charm of Old Texas.  We have prepared 
a few self-guided drives for your enjoyment and details will be 
published in your FreakOut Event Guide, and we’ve made sure 
that these do not replicate any of our main events during the 
week.
 FreakOut 2022 Welcome Event Dinner
 The Peach Orchard is our destination for the official welcome 
dinner and is 2.5 miles away from the Woodlands resort, a 
7-minute drive.  The land was once home to a revered and 
successful peach orchard, owned by the Goedecke family and 
it is the beautiful location for our welcome dinner.  This event 
venue is often used for local weddings and provides us with 

FIATclubAmerica.com 8
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a purpose-built entertainment space.  Manuicured grounds, 
airy dining accommodation, kitchens, bar – we have exclusive 
access to the property for the day.  This evening will include a 
three-course welcome dinner from a local caterer and also a 
guest speaker as we will officially open “FreakOut 2022!”  Social 
hour, cash bar from 6.00-7.00pm, food service from 7.00pm, 
cash bar remains open during dinner.

Friday, September 30th
Time, Speed, Distance
 Get your stopwatches ready – it’s the 
return of the Regularity or Time, Speed, Distance (TSD) Rally to 
FreakOut.  Passing through rural Texas, the FFO22 TSD Rally 
will challenge competitors to keeping a regular cadence while 
following a route laid out by The Rallymaster. 

Yankees
 We will be crossing county lines and driving the back country 
roads to visit Yankees Tavern and Grill, about 90 minutes away.  
Buckle up and enjoy the ride!  Yankees is a great little Tavern at 
the end of some fabulous driving routes just a short drive from 
our host hotel; they offer food and drinks to purchase (“Cold 
Beer-Free Advice”) and we will spend a little time here before 
making our return back towards the hotel.
Yankees Return

 There are three options for the return from Yankees: 
1) Take the most direct route back to the hotel for those who 
wish to spend more time at the resort amenities.
2) Take a drive through the Sam Houston National Forest, past 
Lake Conroe and stop off in Conroe, the quaint but fastest 
growing city in Texas.  Conroe has a bustling downtown with 
breweries, a meadery and plenty of shopping.
3) For those who didn’t have the opportunity to visit Old Town 
Montgomery the previous day, this is the third route back 
towards the hotel.  Again, taking in the delights of the Sam 
Houston National Forest and some beautiful driving roads, 
stopping off at Montgomery for some shopping and visiting.
 

Movie Night
 The Woodlands Resort will be showing a movie on the big 
screen.  More details will be included in the FreakOut program 
guide.
DINNER IS ON YOUR OWN TONIGHT
 
Saturday, October 1st
 FIAT FreakOut’s signature event has always been the 
Saturday Concorso show, where our cars are definitely dressed 
for the occasion!  This year’s Concorso d’Elegance will be 
taking place a short 5 minute drive away from the resort at the 
beautiful Town Green Park.  The field will begin loading at 8:00 
AM with all cars on the field by 9:30 AM, latest please. Each 
car will have a predesignated spot/marker to make placing cars 
a snap. The show and judging will take place between 10 AM 
and 1 PM, electronic voting needs to be completed by 1 PM. As 
we've done the last couple of years, we will be using a system 
to cast ballots for cars by text, so be sure to bring your smart 
phone to the show field.  All cars are asked to remain on the 
field until after 2 PM and we will then return to the hotel.
 Town Green Park is centrally located in The Woodlands and 
a five-minute walk from the shops at Market Street.  There 
is also a free local trolley route that picks up and drops off 
at Town Green Park which also stops at Market Street, The 
Woodlands Waterway and Hughes Landing, which each has its 
own selection of restaurants. More details will be provided in the 
FreakOut program guide.
 
Please Note: Concorso awards will be given out at the awards 
banquet Saturday night only, car owners must be present to win 
or have made arrangements for someone to pick up your award 
for you, the Club will not send awards to winners.
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SATURDAY AWARDS BANQUET - Dosey Doe Big Barn:    
Boots and buckles on as the FFO2022 Saturday Awards 
Banquet will be held at the Dosey Doe Big Barn, just 3.6 miles 
from the Woodlands Resort.  Bus transportation will be provided 
from the Resort to the Dosey Doe and return afterwards; we 
will start transporting at 5.30pm.  There will be a social hour 
on arrival before dinner service commences.  The Barn is a 
historical structure, over 165 years old, and was transported 
to Texas from Kentucky.  No need to run from restaurant to 
music hall as this place has it all!  Their entrees are “cooked 
from scratch” and our menu includes local specialties such as 
the Texas chicken-fried steak.  Whilst waiting on dinner and the 
Awards, enjoy the room.  Filled with Americana artifacts from 
the late 1800s to the early 1900s, there is plenty to see.  Awards 
banquet highlights include the famous FreakOut trivia contest 
to find the “smartest table in the room”.  The Club will present 
all class show awards, special recognitions, the coveted Best of 
Show and People’s Choice Awards and this will be the second 
year of Heritage Class Awards.  After the presentations, kick 
back, let loose and take a two-step around the dance floor as we 
will have live music and dancing. 
 
POST BANQUET PARTY - 
Host Hotel Parking Lot:   
Hold on, Saturday night festivities are not done yet.
 
Please join us right after the banquet ends in the parking lot for 
the usual FreakOut parking lot activities. 

Sunday, October 2nd
Cars & Coffee
 Around the world, car enthusiasts have set up local meets 
where they sip coffee, look at their cars, their friends’ cars, other 
people’s cars, and put the world to rights.  The first Sunday in 
every month is when such people around The Woodlands get 
together and “Cars and Coffee with a Cause” takes place from 
7am at Market Street – right behind where the Concorso is held.  
Owners make a small donation (there is no fixed amount) with 
all proceeds going to local Charities.  We will leave the hotel 
parking lot at 6:45am for those that wish to join.  We’ll be back 
easily in time for breakfast and the raffle.

Post-Breakfast Raffle
Starts at 10am.  After the big day on Saturday, join us for our 
famous Sunday Raffle Prize event. Grab breakfast at the hotel 
then pop along to this signature event.  We’ll call out the raffle 
ticket numbers and make special announcements. Vendors may 
be open just to give you some end of show bargains and special 
deals.
 
See you y’all at 
FIAT Club America 
FreakOut 2022!
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Are you headed to the FIAT FreakOut in The Woodlands, TX via 
I-45?  If so, this caravan may be for you!

 The idea (Jennifer came up with this one when they 
announced the 2022 Texas location) is to give everyone 
coming to the FreakOut via I-45 on Wednesday a chance to 
get into the FreakOut vibe a little early and caravan the last 
3 hours of driving; itís never too early to start the party at the 
FreakOut!
 If you are trailering your car and donít want to drive that 
far, consider joining us at the Buc-ees in Madisonville (see 
schedule below).  From Madisonville, the Woodlands 
resort in only a 1 hour drive.
 On Wednesday, September 28th, between 12:00 
noon and 12:30PM, we will meet anyone who wants 
to join us at the Buc-ees gas staton in Ennis, TX (Exit 
251A on I-45).  If you have never been to a Buc-ees 
before, you are in for a treat; they are not normal gas 
stations.  And ladies, they take great pride in having 
CLEAN bathrooms!
 At 12:30, we will have a short driverís meeting 
and we will depart Buc-ees at 12:40.   
 We will make 1 pit stop at the Madisonville Buc-
ees (Exit 142) for 20 minutes before making the final 
push to the The Woodlands Resort.  Anyone wanting 
to meet us in Madisonville should be there around 
2:45- 3:00PM. The last leg will take approximately 1 
hour, 5 minutes.
 The Caravan will be a cruise, not a race.  If you 
want to race, sign up for Track Day on Thursday; 

there are still spots left!  We will most likely have a mix of 
modern and classic cars, so we will proceed at a pace that lets 
everyone stay together.
 The DFW FIAT Club ñ FIAT Club America is the offical 
host for the Caravan.  If you are interested, you can follow the 
Caravan to the FreakOut news here: https://www.facebook.
com/events/933234877294266
 If you want to go, please visit the link and click on "GOING", 
so we have an idea how many cars will be meeting up.

Andiamo!

CARAVAN TO THE FREAKOUT
by Michael Brenner - Dallas Ft Worth Chapter
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SOMEONE AT FREAKOUT IS GOING TO WIN A  
1982 SPIDER! WILL IT BE YOU?

 “The Carmadillo” – its name strikes fear into the hearts 
of drivers across Texas.  As represented in the FreakOut 
’22 logo, the Carmadillo brings together the essence of 
Texas and what it means to be a fan of the FIAT marque.  
Resilience, finesse, speed.  The Gulf Coast FIATs and Social 
Club, who are organizing FIAT FreakOut 2022, at The 
Woodlands are raffling off the embodiment of these elements 
with their specially wrapped 1982 FIAT Spider 2000.
  This is a low mileage (42k) vehicle that has spent most 
of its life in the Texas sun (which is another good reason for 
wrapping the Smoke Bronze paintwork).  With a completely 
stock motor, she has been serviced by the club, all 
preventative maintenance has been completed, and she’s 
ready to drive.
  Being driven by Denise Burchette all week, the 
Carmadillo will be going home with one lucky winner.  Every 
single registration to the FreakOut this year includes a 
single entry to the Carmadillo Raffle.  Additional tickets are 
available for $50 at FreakOut Registration, only 200 will be 
sold and sold onsite at FreakOut only.

Also...Auto Ricambi will be giving away a set of 
brand new CD30 style 15x7 wheels at the event. 
Don't miss out!

The only way to get the wheels or the car is to be 
registered for the FIAT FreakOut!

Proud Platinum sponsor of FIAT FreakOut 2022!
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Spring Thing Event
2022 FIAT Club weekend “Spring Thing”
by Csaba Vandor, Auto Ricambi - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club

 The Gulf Coast (Texas) FIAT club’s spring event, the 
so called ‘Spring Thing’, is usually my favorite weekend 
of the entire year. The event takes place in the Texas Hill 
Country and it’s two days of fun driving with great cars 
and great people.  I had long anticipated this event, as the 
2020 event was cancelled because of Covid and I was not 
able to go in 2021.  
 I left the Dallas area Thursday mid-afternoon for the 
four and a half hour drive south to Kerrville, north-west of 
San Antonio.  Normally the quickest route would be on 
interstate 35, but nowadays it is so congested that the app 
routed me all the way on two lane roads.  Some of these 
were wider ones with 70-75 mph speed limits, others were 
narrow farm-to-market roads with no shoulder.  Because 

of the variety of roads the drive did not seem long and 
I was able to stop and take pictures with different road 
side attractions.  I arrived at the hotel before 7 and much 
to my surprise there were no FIATs in front!  Panic set 
in, that I must have come on the wrong week, but I soon 
realized that the caravan from Houston must have been 
delayed and soon I was shaking hands with friends I have 
not seen in years.  
 Friday we left the hotel at 9 am and we followed Mike’s 
(the group’s Grand Poobah) excellent directions to get us 
to one of the famous Twisted Sisters roads.  These are the 
Texas ranch roads 335, 336, and 337, famous for their 
twisty turns and beautiful landscape.  While most two lane 
roads in the Hill Country have gentle curves and hills, 
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where it’s easy to maintain highway speeds, these roads 
have much sharper curves and elevation changes.   
My Spider was in its element on these roads making 
driving a ton of fun.  The group arrived in the town of 
Leakey (aptly named as many Italian and British car clubs 
frequent the place) quite a bit ahead of schedule and too 
early for lunch, so a lot of tire kicking and car talk ensued.
 We got back to the hotel late in the afternoon, with 
enough time before dinner to fix whatever needed to be 
done to our 40-50 year old cars.  I cured a loud brake 
squeal and helped diagnose cooling system problems.  
While on past trip most of the problems were caused by 
failing fuel pumps, on this outing we had two cars with 
cooling system issues.
 On Saturday the roads were not as twisty, but the stops 
more than made up for it.  We had excellent barbeque  
for lunch, then visited the Allstadt Brewery, which 
included their antique tractor museum.  From there we 
headed to a winery, where they were already roasting 
a pig for our group!  We lined the cars up for a group 
picture, then queued up for the excellent food.  It was 
great to catch up with my FIAT-friends during all these 
fun activities.  Once back at the hotel our group gathered 
at the fire-pit in the hotel’s courtyard to continue the chat 
about who had what project going and what the latest or 
next acquisition might be.

 My plan for Sunday was to head back right after 
breakfast, but one club member’s Spider had overheating 
issues, so with my friends Andy and Justin we decided 
to fix it.  It appeared the in-head thermostat was stuck, 
so we proceeded to remove it.  As it happens, two out 
of the four bolts holding it snapped upon removal!  We 
then spent three hours buying different tools to try and 
extricate the broken bolts.  Andy was able to get one out, 
but not the other.  This in theory would still work, as I’ve 
seen cars run that only had 3 bolts.  However, when the 
thermostat was installed, there were no gaskets used, 
it was just a bead of silicone that kept the coolant from 
leaking.  As this was destroyed upon removal, we were not 
able to reuse it, and had no replacement gasket.  Since 
we were now over four hours into the repairs, and using a 
sealant would have meant waiting for hours for it to cure, 
it was decided to have the car towed.  
 I left Kerrville after lunch and took the same two 
lane roads going back.  I stopped many times to take 
pictures of my Spider with anything that looked remotely 
interesting and still got home before dinner.  What a fun 
weekend it was!



GULF COAST FIATS – THE BEGINNING
by Mike Rutenberg - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club

 28 years ago, May of 1994, I was able to take 
ownership of my 1977 FIAT Spider. I purchased it from 
the original owner who had bought it for his wife when 
she decided to go back to classes at the University of 
Houston and as a lark had bought her a “Graduate” 
car. Although the Spider had the aftermarket A/C, we all 
know that in the Houston Heat, it was barely tolerable for 
her especially when you have a Mercedes as a backup. 
Needless to say, the Spider was rarely driven and only 
had 18,000 miles on it when I got it. Since the Spider 
had been garaged it was in excellent shape and ran 
great for the first couple of miles whenever I took it out 
but would then start to buck. Luckily for me a neighbor 
who was a mechanic by trade diagnosed the problem 
as a bad condenser (I had the original points and dual 
condenser setup) and a trip to Hi-Lo and $2.95 the next 
day and no more issues.
        Now in 1994 the Internet was just in its infancy, 
and no one knew what “Social Media” was so finding 
information and support about FIATs was difficult at 
best. I don’t remember how I found out about Shadetree 
Enginetrics just outside of Dallas, but I visited Robert 
Rogers there while I was on a business trip and he gave 
me the lecture on what maintenance I should do right 
away and parts I should be carrying when I was driving 
my Spider. He also pointed me to Vicks in Ft. Worth as 
a parts supplier. After contacting them when I got back 
to Houston, I spoke to a very young Mr. Ramzi Gillespie 
and he gave me a couple of names of some FIAT Owners 
in Houston that he was aware of. My first contact with 
another Houston FIAT owner was Al Williams (some of 
you old timers may remember him) and we met at a 
Texaco station near downtown. At the time there was 
me, Al and Fred Juch that would try to meet once a 
month and over time we found a few more folks to join 

us. I actually put ads in Craigslist about meeting with 
us and also made some cards up that I would leave on 
windshields if I happened to see a FIAT out and about. 
Al had named the group Texas FLUud joining the FIAT 
Lancia Unlimited of National logo with a Stevie Ray 
Vaughn song title.
       Over the last 25 years or so we have changed the 
name to Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and have grown in 
membership to over 100 active members. We have also 
spawned organized groups in Austin and coordinate 
events with the new D/FW group. Our annual “Spring 
Thing” in the Texas Hill Country is our long weekend 
where we travel beautiful west Texas highways and visit 
attractions nearby. We have toured the Toyota factory 
in San Antonio, tested our racing skills at Harris Hill 
Racetrack in San Marcos, Tx., Go Kart racing in Boerne, 
Tx., and visits to wineries and microbreweries. We cap 
each evening off with our social visits around the firepits 
in the courtyard of the resort motel we stay in. The best 
part of having our club grow is the great folks we have 
added to our FIAT family
     I am proud to say that we have grown be to one of 
the largest of the FIAT clubs and even prouder that we 
are finally able to host a FreakOut and show off our 
Southern Hospitality. Hope to meet each and every one 
in September.
 No FIAT Left Behind is our Motto - Safe Driving
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 Just a short story of how you become a FIAT owner 
and the friends you make along the way.
Cold snowy morning Early March 2006 I went into 
Jack’s office at Holy Redeemer Hospital In Meadow 
brook, PA. To discuss the service of 
his medical equipment.  Of course 
I catch him having lunch at his 
desk and I ask how’s going? Well 
he was prettied excited about a 
new Red Mustang GT convertible. 
He discussed how his whole family 
would be able to take rides together. 
He shows me several pictures of the car. Then with 
sadden eyes  he says he’ll has to sell his baby that 
only him and his son has enjoyed up 
to the arrival of the Mustang. Jack 
showed me five pictures of this little 
blue FIAT. We agree on the next 
Sunny day he would bring the 1983 
Pinnifarina 2000 to work and I would 
take her for  a test drive. We had 
already discussed a price and if I like 
her, I’d buy her. It only took two miles 
behind the wheel and I was hooked. 
On Tuesday April 4, 2006 unknown to 
me, I entered the FIAT family.
 My girlfriend, now my wife, Joanne, 
named our FIAT “Lola” (for Gina 
Lollobridigida) and our family journey 
began.  It seems about every five 
years I changed job locations. Philly, 
Atlanta, Baltimore, and now Austin 
since Oct. 2016. We’ve attended 
several Freak Outs and many Italian 
cars shows around the country. 
 Along the way I have meet a lot 
of extraordinary people that are fun 
loving, care for others, and lastly 
are passionate about FIAT’s and the 
people out to persevere them. I’m far 
from an expert when it comes to repairing or servicing Lola. 
This extraordinary group of people comes to your side. 
Make a phone call, send a text, or a quick email, and you 
have someone getting back to you within a few minutes. In 
a short time you have a solution to the issue, or you have 
someone taking time out of their working day to assist you 
in person. The support doesn’t stop until the problem is 
resolved.

 Whether it is moving a broken car or giving 
transportation to a family back home from an outing in 
Texas the Texas FIAT family is there. This is why I will be 
volunteering my time to the 2022 Freak Out so our guests, 
and my friends, will experience this Texas hospitality. See 
you soon in the Woodlands this September.

LOLA, THE PHILLY GAL MOVES TO TEXAS
by Elial McGurk,  Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club, Austin FIAT Club, & DC FIATs
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 With a few (notable) exceptions most of the women 
associated with FCA do so because our husbands 
(or significant others) spend many hours wrenching, 
swearing, and scouring websites devoted to their precious 
cars.  Why do we do it?  Why do we put up with the filthy 
oil stained clothes that appear in the wash basket?  The 
car parts that appear in the top rack of the dishwasher 
(I’ve even heard of entire wheels appearing on the bottom 
rack!)? Driving in a car where there’s always a persistent 
nagging feeling that it might not get you home?  

I think the answer is friendship and family.
 One thing I’ve noticed is that when you see a group of 
classic FIAT/Lancia enthusiasts, you’re usually going to 
see their families with them.  When I see a group of other 
brands (not that I could tell them apart, unless it’s the AC 
Cobra club…) - those families tend to be absent.
 Our club and chapters do promote a sense of identity 
and camaraderie that goes far beyond metal, oil, and 
gasoline.  When Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social 
Club gets together - it’s to visit with each other, to go 
to a destination….. together.  The cars are an almost 
incidental, yet constant, component of those visits. 

THE REAL HOUSEWIVES OF FIAT CLUB AMERICA
by Susan Truscott - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club
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 When the inevitable happens and someone does 
breakdown, are they left waiting at the side of the road for 
a Tow Truck?  Never!  If our partners really couldn’t get the 
car fixed (they almost always do) - then we’d wait together 
for the nice AAA driver.  The chances are (especially in 
the Gulf Coast chapter) that whatever spare parts and 
tools that are required can be rustled up from across the 
family.  I’ve been on trips with the club where entire rear 
differentials have been serviced, in a parking lot, and it 
hasn’t been opened up since.  (Confession - Andy gave 
me me the technical language here. Does that mean they 
changed the brakes?!). That can only happen when the 
family rallies around.
 I personally have made terrific lifelong friendships 
because of FIATs.  We’ve met people we wouldn’t have 
met, and shared stories we wouldn’t have shared unless 
we gathered around the fire pit on a spring evening on a 
club weekend.  Our FIAT family are a strong reason why 
we stopped traveling the globe - Canada, India, Pakistan, 
Australia and Venezuela were other places we have lived 
in addition to the UK - and settled in Texas, heat, humidity 
and all!
 I don’t pretend to know much about the mechanics of 
the car.  I do know that I like the look of the spiders.  The 
bright colors, the polished chrome.  We are lucky that in 
addition to some Spiders we also own a Coupe, a Sedan, 
and a Wagon.  (I like collections!). All look charming in 

their own way.  They are comfortable, can fit a picnic 
basket easily, and can happily cruise on the highway or 
the backroads of Texas.
 The next time you see a broken down classic FIAT by 
the side of the road, you’re likely to see a small group of 
the family gathered around it.  Some of them will be fixing 
the car - the others will be visiting with each other. I’ve 
enjoyed bottles of wine atop the Blue Ridge Parkway with 
other wives whilst cars have been being fixed by the men 
folk and enjoyed sightseeing in Utah, again whilst the 
men folk tinker with their cars. All of these are possible 
because of our membership of this special car club.
 I’m excited to be helping host FreakOut 2022 here in 
The Woodlands, Texas, later this year and hope to see 
many of you there. We have lots of great events planned 
and I’ll make sure we have wine on hand for the ladies 
(and gents) who don’t feel the need to gather around a 
car the second its hood gets popped… (sound familIar?!).  
So, come along, say hello and enjoy our Texan hospitality.  
I’ve certainly been made to feel welcome here and you 
will too.
 After all, it’s the family that matters, and that’s why 
I’m a Real Housewife of FIAT Club America. (I claim no 
ownership of the Real Housewives brand….)
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 Every spring, for pretty much the entire month of April, 
our state flower, the bluebonnet, graces Texas landscapes 
from the Hill Country up to the Oklahoma border with 
its beautiful bluish-purple blooms.  Last year, the DFW 
FIAT Club & FIAT Club America hosted the 1st Annual 
Bluebonnet Tour.  We had 11 cars on the tour.

 We kicked things off at Romaís Italian Restaurant in 
Lancaster, TX.  Nine cars met for lunch.  While we were 
eating, 2 more cars joined us.  None of us had ever eaten at 
Romaís before, but it turned out to be a nice culinary treat. 
Thank you TripAdvisor!
 From Romaís, we headed about 20 miles down 
Interstate 45 to the Buc-ees gas station in Ennis.  If you 
are coming to the FreakOut via I-45 in September, this is 
the same Buc-ees where we will meet up for the Cavarvan 
to the FreakOut on Wednesday afternoon during FreakOut 
week. Check out the Events on our club Facebook page for 
more info.
 Nine more cars met us at Buc-ees, giving us a total of 
20 cars on the tour.  Alfas outnumbered FIATs, as we had 
a large force of Giulias and 1 Stelvio.  On the FIAT side, 
we had 2 modern 124s, 2 classic 124s, 2 500s and an 
X1/9!  We had 4-5 club members who wanted to go but had 
scheduling conflicts they could not resolve.
 The first stop on the tour was the bluebonnet nature 
preserve at Lake Bardwell.  The preserve has a large 
number of bluebonnets on the shore of Lake Bardwell and 
is open to the public only during the month of April.  We 

got lots of car pics and bluebonnet pictures here before 
heading out to the bluebonnet trails around the outskirts of 
Ennis.
 Ennis seeds a few parks in the city, but we skipped 
those.  We tried to avoid red lights and stick to country 
roads as much as possible.  In the country, you get what 
you get with bluebonnets.  They are all natural, so a field 
that is great this year, may be nothing next year.  A field 
with few flowers this year may be full to the brim next year.  
To help determine our best route for the tour, Jennifer 

2ND ANNUAL BLUEBONNET TOUR
by Michael Brenner - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club

This year, for the 2nd Annual Bluebonnet Tour, we had 20 cars and 34 people!
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and I drove all the trails three times earlier in the month to 
pinpoint the places with the best blooms we wanted the 
tour to see.
 Of course, no matter which route we ended up taking, 
the tour had to conclude at the Sugar Ridge Winery, a small 
local vineyeard about 6-7 miles to the northeast of Ennis.  
After several hours spent frolicking in our cars and fields of 
flowers, the Texas sun takes a toll, so the winery is a much 
appreciated watering hole at the end of the tour.
 About a mile before the winery, we had our final photo 
stop.  We paused just long enough to get a group pic of 
most of the people on the tour before jumping back in our 
cars for the short hop to Sugar Ridge Winery.

 The winery makes their own wine, some handcrafted 
beers, and has cheese and fruit plates available to 
purchase.  During April, they offer tastings every weekend.  
Additionally, they had a food truck selling BBQ and 
grilled cheese sandwiches and a trailer selling delicious, 
homemade, fruit-based popsicles in a variety of flavors.  
Frequently, they have local performers singing songs; 
however, they had no live entertainer when we were there 
this year.
 Even without a musician, the winery let us all cool down 
over some drinks and food, relax, talk flowers, cars, and 
future events before we began filtering out to head home.
 With the growth of the Tour this year, we will definitely 
be planning a 3rd Annual Bluebonnet Tour in 2023.  If you 
are in Texas or near Texas or driving through Texas and 
want to join us, follow our club, DFW FIAT Club ñ FIAT Club 
America, on Facebook.  We would love to see you on the 
Tour in 2023!

2ND ANNUAL BLUEBONNET TOUR
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A CHANGE IN TIME
by Kevin Howe - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club

“Time changes everything except something within us  
which is always surprised by change”  - Thomas Hardy

 I’m frequently reminded of this quote from Thomas 
Hardy, an English Novelist and Poet.  This quote 
particularly applies to my journey and a rekindled love  
affair with my beloved FIAT Spider.  It all started in 
the summer of 1980 in suburban Chicago when I 
accompanied my sister and our mom to Leslie Oldsmobile 
and Imports in suburban Glen Ellen as she was about to 
make the bold move to bring an Italian two-seater into the 
family. Little did I know at that time how this decision  
would eventually change and influence my life from that 
moment on.
 The decision at the dealership was between a smoke 
green Spider 2000 or a red X 1/9, both sitting on the 
showroom floor. The deciding vote was ultimately cast 
in favor of the Spider by our over 6-foot tall mother (and 
co-signer on the car loan) when she was embarrassingly 
unable to get out of the passenger seat of the X 1/9 and 
required the removal of the Targa top and the assistance of 
salesman and us to liberate her from the car.
 Our new “exotic” little Italian beauty would delivery years 
of wonderful drives and memorable cruises through the 
Cook County Forest Preserve roads, golf and lake weekend 
trips to Lake Geneva and Door County, WI, cruising down 
the rolling hills and past the horse farms of Lexington, KY on 
trips to Keeneland Race Course, and even a spontaneous 
and memorable moment in the heart of downtown Chicago’s 
financial district on Lasalle Street, driving with top-down during 
a classic Chicago snow storm!

“Time changes everything…” – 
 As the years went on, my sister began to lose interest in this 
temperamental gal and wanted to move onto something a bit 
more reliable and practical for everyday life.  I was still in love 
and reluctant to say goodbye, but life was moving on for me 
as well. I was now finishing college in Houston and my bank 
account as a working college student could only stretch so 
far. Unwilling to break up the relationship and say goodbye, 
our Spider spent the next several years parked in a garage 
and largely ignored like so many similar FIAT stories, while I 
pursued a degree and an eventual career.
 Life over the next several years would continue to change. 
Marriage, kids, the priorities of a new family, and work 
demands left little time for any love or attention that my aging 
Italian sweetheart required. Work relocations to the Twin Cities 

(MN/St. Paul), then Salt Lake City ahead of the 2002 Winter 
Olympics, and eventually back to the Houston area all included 
shipping my beloved Spider, as a member of the family, along 
with us wherever we called home.  For over a decade, I did 
the best I could to try and keep her running. The memories 
of my convertible “therapy sessions” would continue but my 
mechanical and technical skills seemed no match in this losing 
battle.  I was willing to try and to learn more but the availability 
of parts and technical networking at that time seemed limited 
to the occasional delivery of an International Auto Parts mail-
order catalog.  The saddest part was that my Spider was now a 
20-year old car with less than 40,000 original miles on her. 
 As we settled in to our home in The Woodlands, TX in the 
late ‘90’s, my Spider’s decline continued but my mechanical 
skills could simply not keep up.  Our reliable drives were 
reduced to short Saturday morning runs with the dog and 
the kids to the local shopping center donut shop and the 
frustrations of an unreliable, aging convertible were putting 
pressure toward an ultimate decision that I was trying to avoid.  
My wife, Jan, had tolerated my “affair” for almost a decade 
but there was an increasing level of steady pressure to break-
up my Italian relationship and move on.  Amazingly, all that 
seemed to change one Saturday morning when some very 
powerful words came from our 2-year old upon our return from 
the donut shop. As we pulled into the driveway and Jan stood 
in the front yard, our son, Jack, exclaimed to her ”Momma, 
please don’t ever get rid of this car…”  Jan seemed to take 
a long pause, then looked at me and said “You are so lucky 
that he came along”!   It seemed that in a flash, my love affair 
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with this car from the past was about 
to connect it to the future. From that 
moment on, we were committed to 
bringing our beloved Spider back to 
her destined role of providing joyful 
scenic rides and memories back into 
our life.  
 It was also around this time that I 
chanced upon a note tucked under my windshield 
wiper during one of my short weekend drives inviting me to join 
a local network of FIAT enthusiasts for a monthly Monday night 
get-together at a popular Houston burger joint to share technical 
knowledge, advice, and occasionally exchange some parts.  At this 
point, it also seemed like a variety of networks for improvements 
were rapidly appearing, thanks to the technical advances of the 
internet, e-mail communication, Google searches, and online topic 
forums!

“…except something within us which is always surprised by change.” -  
 Today, this network has expanded across the entire country and 
even the globe to include countless enthusiasts who have similar 
stories about their FIAT love affairs.  Collectively, we’ve made 
our beloved FIATs more reliable and fun to drive together.  More 
importantly, this FIAT family network introduced us to dozens of 
individuals who have become close friends, vacation and road 
rally travel partners, and technical knowledge experts.  
 Thanks in part to a few, powerful words from a 2-year old over 
two decades ago, we have enjoyed long road rallies through the 
national parks in Utah, across the Blue Ridge Parkway, along the 

banks of the Mississippi River and the sugar cane 
plantations of Louisiana, and countless scenic 
drives and routes throughout our home state of 
Texas. We’ve made it to two FIAT FreakOuts, 
in Orlando and Greensboro, where our FIAT 

friendships and family have expanded ten-fold!
       As for my mechanical and technical 

skills?  Though some close friends reading this 
may disagree, my knowledge of troubleshooting and 

repairing these cars has expanded greatly, and so has my stable 
of FIATs.  Remember that red X 1/9 I mentioned we looked at 
when purchasing our first FIAT back in 1980?  It was officially my 
second FIAT purchase almost 35-years after seeing one in-person 
for the first time.    
 Thomas Hardy’s quote speaks to me. Time has certainly 
changed everything in the 42-years since we first bought our ’80 
Spider 2000.  At that time, I couldn’t have imagined the journey 
we’d take together, the great times, and the sad times when we 
thought it’d be the end of the road for our relationship, and how 
a child’s innocent wisdom took us on a path to some of our most 
memorable drives and lifelong friendships!  
 In a few short months, my friends from our Gulf Coast and 
Texas FIAT groups will be hosting the 2022 FIAT FreakOut in our 
home town of The Woodlands, TX.  We’re excited to share similar 
stories, and share some of our favorite scenic drives and local 
stops.  We promise to greet you with a Texas-sized welcome and 
deliver some memorable Lone Star hospitality! 
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 Many of you reading this likely remember that moment 
you saw your very first FIAT. My moment was in January 
1968, in a very frozen Northern Wisconsin town, in the 
student parking lot at Ripon College, in Ripon, Wisconsin. 
The temperature was hovering around zero that morning as 
I made my way through the parking lot, hoping the monster 
396 V-8 engine in my ’67 Chevelle SS would start. I rounded 
the corner of a five-foot wall of frozen snow artfully crafted 
by a snowplow operator, and there she was - complete with 
dealer tags and window stickers. A deep green 124 spider 
with a black top and interior. It was love at first sight. 
 We finally bought our first FIAT in 1972 and have never 
been without at least one in our garage, except for three 
years when we lived in the Dominican Republic. Like you, 
once bitten, the affinity and love we all have for our cars has 
persisted through the decades, and, in spite of immense 
automotive technological advances, I still savor the moment 
when I get into our 1972 124 Sport Coupe, turn the key, hear 
and feel the motor come to life – and instantly become an 
integral part of the car. I’ve owned two new 500’s, including 
an Abarth, and somehow the magic of Italian cars has been 
preserved in the new generation of FIATS sold in the US.
 I’m not sure who to attribute this statement to (Csaba 
Cesare?), and I’m not sure I even have it right, but it in part 
explains why we love our FIATS. It goes something like this:

“The Germans invented the car, the Americans taught us 
how to mass-produce them and put one in every garage, 
the Japanese made them more reliable, but only the Italians 
know how to make them sing and dance” - Yep.
 But that only half explains the relationship (often love-
hate) we FIAT aficionados enjoy with our cars. But the single 
common thread woven throughout our family’s long FIAT 

THE TEXAS 
FIAT EXPERIENCE 
by Jeff Scheferman - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club
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journey, no matter where we happened to be living (we’ve 
moved 22 times), has been the people who gather together 
at local club meets, Cars & Coffee events, spontaneous 
Sunday drives and, of course, Freak Outs. We gather not 
only to celebrate our fabulous cars, but also the unique 
camaraderie we share as FIAT owners. 
 Which is why I am so excited about this year’s Freak Out 
coming to my adopted hometown, Houston. We’ll have FIAT 
family from all over the country (FFO veteran’s and newbies 

alike), and what’s especially exciting is that we’ll have FIAT 
folks coming who have never attended a FFO because they 
were always just one state too far away to make the trek. 
 Texas FIAT clubs are very active and often will have 
more than 40 cars show up for a three-day spring or fall 
drive through beautiful country that many folks simply don’t 
associate with Texas. Places like the Hill Country, the Piney 
Woods, the beautiful and the uncrowded Gulf coast, and 
amazing urban settings like The Woodlands, whose offerings 
are sure to satisfy everyone’s personal tastes in music, food, 
and entertainment. And there’s a reason our Club is called 
the Gulf Coast FIAT and Social Club – yep, it’s because 
the club members are exactly the kind of people you FIAT 
aficionados have met and enjoyed being around throughout 
your own FIAT journey – with an added pinch of good ole’ 
Texas hospitality!
 Fantastic FIATS, great roads, a great venue in The 
Woodlands, Texas BBQ, Gulf Coast Seafood and a great FFO 
program put together by some very experienced FIAT people 
are at the heart of this year’s celebration of the magic only 
the Italians can bring to cars, and what makes our FIATS and 
the people who drive them so very special.
See you in September!
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 A few years ago, I had the burning desire to work on 
a car for the first time. I had no clue what I wanted and 
hardly knew anything about cars. I understood the basics of 
course, things like changing a tire or changing the oil, but 
never had I imagined I’d be dealing with things like timing 
and tolerances for crankshaft bearings. Time can change a 
lot of things, and this desire led me to my first project car, a 
1978 FIAT 124 Spider. It was listed for $1,500 and definitely 
was not worth it. I ended up purchasing it for $1,000 which 
was still too much, but I was too excited and anxious to start 
on a car to really care. It wasn’t running and the body was 
dented with body filler covering most of the panels. She 
definitely wasn’t pretty, but she was mine.
 I learned many, if not most, of the basic 
skills I know now off that car. Eventually, I 
was able to get it running and rolling under its 
own power. I blasted the paint off and sent it 
off to be painted again. It was finally coming 
together after many months. It naturally 
led into improvements and changes for 
performance. I was going to transition from the original points to 
an electronic ignition distributor. Seemed like a fairly easy job, 
so I decided to change the timing belt as well. In doing so I did 
not set it correctly, which led to me locking up the engine. I was 
fortunate not to punch a hole in the side of my block, but it was 
enough damage to want me to throw in the towel on the old girl. 
I listed it for sale, but was contacted by Mike Rutenberg. He 
insisted I keep the car after all I had done and wanted to help 
me get it on the road. We eventually rebuilt the engine with the 
help of many others like Andy Truscott and Graeme Jones. After 
replacing the internal damage, she was back to life! This is what 
got me into the Gulf Coast FIAT group. We saved my car, and I 
was hooked.
 Over time I gained more and more knowledge, building 
confidence for bigger projects. I had an itch for another, so back 
to the internet I went. I ended up finding a 1968 FIAT 850 that 
was rough, but solid from the bottom up with more promise. 
I purchased the car for $200. All the tires were blown out, 
the paint flaking off and the engine locked up solid. I wanted 
to know more so I dove into mechanicals first. I did as much 
research as I could, but found very little information online 
as far as video references and “how-to’s”. I am a very visual 
person, so I knew I had to do something. I had gained so much 
from YouTube, I figured I needed to document my build this 
time. So, I grabbed my wife’s vacation camera to record, a small 
dinky tripod and some free editing software that came with my 
computer. I didn’t know much about the 850, but I needed to 

share what I was experiencing with the rest of the world. 
I would post videos fairly consistently and got lots of great 
feedback from those who had been in my shoes before as 
well as other comments on other things to look at. It was 
a year long process, but the car had been painted, engine 

rebuilt and sold all in that time. The 850 started Garage Time 
TV, and I wanted to continue the channel with something more.
 I had upgraded to a better camera and went on the hunt for 
the next project. This landed me with another 124 Spider, this 
time a 1982 Fuel Injected version. This is what is currently on 
the channel and has really been a success.
This build has been some of my best, but there is still a lot 
to learn. You never stop learning! I don’t always do things the 
factory way, but I make the car my own. That is the joy of 
owning it. Some people ask why I have the channel and what 
keeps me going. The answer I give is always the same: I do 
it for the small guy. The guy who has a small, normal garage. 
The weekend warrior that can do it themselves and there is no 
need for a big fancy shop. These cars are meant for the average 
person. If I can do it, you certainly can too. WE can do it. Who 
knows what I will work on next, so you’ll have to stay tuned to 
find out!
 The pinnacle of all these projects and hours spent with a 
camera is an event like FIAT Freak Out. We spend hours in our 
garages, under the dash, reading forums and asking friends 
for advice. This is the time of year we come together and share 
our passions. We share our love for these Italian creations and 
the memories with have with them. It is a time for friendship, 
laughter, and the unity of the FIAT community. I look forward to 
gathering and being with everyone. If you have ever considered 
going, please do. They are memories that last for a lifetime. 
See you there! 

GARAGE TIME...
IS A GOOD TIME!
by Marshall Schoen - Gulf Coast FIAT Lancia and Social Club  
Garage Time TV on YouTube
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SEE US AT 
THE FREAKOUT!

SEPTEMBER 28- 
OCTOBER 2

We will be giving away a set of brand new CD30 
style 15x7 wheels at the FFO! The only way to get the 

wheels registered for the FIAT FreakOut!

Proud Platinum sponsor of FIAT FreakOut 2022!

TEXASTEXASWOO
DLANDSWOO
DLANDS

THETHE



C o l l e z i o n e

PIRELLI COLLEZIONE - An exclusive range of tires crafted to enhance 
the style and performance of exceptional classic automobiles.
Pirelli is proud to deliver FIAT enthusiasts with products derived from our 145 years 
of racing history and Italian heritage. Hit the track with Collezione tires crafted to 
enhance the original performance of classic cars and bring nostalgia to life; through 
to the checkered fl ag.
Discover the full range at www.pirelli.com/collezione

Future technology,
classic emotions.
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NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER 
DRIVE TO CASTLE IN THE CLOUDS

by Jim & Kathy Custeau - Northern New England CHapter

 It was another great day for the FIAT Club America 
- Northern New England Chapter.  Luis & Lisa Colom 
organized and hosted a drive to New Hampshire’s Castle 
in the Clouds. Chapter members met up in Ossipee NH. 
Joining us for the first time was newly minted FIAT Club 
America member, Steve Parisi from North Yarmouth, 
Maine. He drove his beautiful dark blue FIAT 124 Spider 
Abarth. Welcome to the family Steve!  Also on the Drive 
was Steve Eldredge with his customized white FIAT 
Spider 124 Abarth. Steve is organizing a leaf peeping 
drive for the Chapter in October. Kevin and Holly Rich 
from Kennebunk Maine drove their FIAT Freak Out 
award winning FIAT 500 Abarth Cabriolet, did I mention 
that it's chipped? Jim and Kathy Custeau drove their 
electric blue FIAT Spider 2000.
 After meeting up, Luis & Lisa led us to The Castle in 
the Clouds where there was a car show. Once there, the 
group met up with Tom Balon and another new member 
of the Club, Michael Firczunk, who is restoring a spider 
with his granddaughter. That's what it's all about; 
introducing the next generation to FIAT ownership.
 The drive group left the show to have lunch where the 
Chapter members got to know Steve Parisi a little better. 
Steve is no newcomer to the FIAT world. Steve's had two 
classic spiders, a 124 coupe, an X1/9, and now a FIAT 
124 Spider Abarth.
 After lunch, the group headed out for a nice drive 
through the back roads of New Hampshire. We did hit 
some rain but it didn't damper our fun. With tops up, 
we drove the Kancamagus Highway up and through 
the clouds, then taking Bear Notch Road winding up 
in Intervale. We finished of the day on a newly paved 
Hurricane Mountain Road. Those of you that have driven 
to road know how much fun it is!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All good things come to an end. We had to part ways 
but look forward Autumn in Northern New England.
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Back then I never anticipated how much 
this car would change my life. 
 I know, for all my non car people friends 
you might think it’s just a car. Or what is the 
big deal? For me this car represents much 
more than a car, and I will explain why. 
 Ten years is a long time and I have never 
owned a single car for this long. I think the 
max is four years prior to this. I fell in love 
with this car when I saw the Super Bowl 
ad with Catrinel Menghia and I ordered it 
immediately the following day. This was the 
first time I had ordered a car and I was able 
to track it on the train and during delivery. 
Of course I loved it the moment I drove it for 
the first time.
 Now for the real reason I love this car so 
much. They say as you grow older it is more 
difficult to meet new people and make new 
friends. REAL friends that is. Friends that 
are there for you through thick and thin. Friends that 
offer you help when you most need it. And it’s true. Over 
the past 10 years and directly because of this little FIAT, I 
have made some of my closest friends, made a hundred 
new acquaintances and gone on the most amazing and 
most memorable trips of my life. My European Road Trip 
would have never happened if not for this FIAT. Not to 
mention all the trips over the years to Tail of the Dragon 
in Tennessee, and for the first time this year, Tail of the 
Snake in California. I have made a core group of friends 
(we all met because we all had the same car) who I 
talk to every day, we are in each other’s lives and the 
friendships have endured even though some of us have 
gone on to own different cars. Our friendships have seen 
marriage, a birth, engagements, loss, heartache, good 
times and bad. These types of friendships last forever. 
 I have joined clubs, like DCFIATS and FIAT Club of 
America, enjoyed yearly events like FIAT on the Dragon 

and FIAT Freak Out, occurring at different places of the 
country every year. Many drives locally with DCFIATS 
over the years making great memories. 
 Having this FIAT led to my love of all things Italian, 
especially other Italian cars and led to my purchase of 
an Alfa Romeo. This FIAT is to blame for my newly found 
love of Travel. My dream trip of going to Italy and visiting 
all the car museums will happen sooner rather than later.
 This passion for FIAT also continues with my daughter 
who now has her own FIAT and we are able to participate 
in events with each other as Father and Daughter. 
Peyton’s love for cars has echoed my own. 
 I know this little FIAT isn’t worth much monetarily and 
it’s not very practical. In fact it can be infuriating at times, 
But I do not see myself ever getting rid of it. It’s worth so 
much more to me than just a car. It has literally made my 
life better, more fulfilled, and happier. Here’s to another 
10 years and friendships that last a lifetime. Saluti!!

TEN YEARS AGO TODAY
I PURCHASED THIS LITTLE FIAT 500 ABARTH. 
by  Jason Hall
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14 ISSUES FOR THE PRICE OF 12

Auto Italia magazine was created in 1995 as the world’s
first specialist publication to celebrate the excellence of
Italian automotive design, engineering and heritage.
Complemented by top quality photography, Auto Italia’s
informative features are produced by a dedicated group of
writers and photographers, who own, restore or race Italian
cars.

Yearly subscription rate is £77.00 (approx $103 depending
on exchange rate) for 12 issues, however we are offering
this special 14 for 12 offer to our American enthusiasts.
(approx $7.35 per issue shipped from the UK)

www.auto-italia.co.uk

Payment by Paypal, credit card or bank transfer.
email: claire@gingerbeerpromotions.com with promo
code AI 14 USA for details. 
Please note this offer is not available via the website.

GET 14 MAGAZINES FOR THE PRICE OF 12
BY USING PROMO CODE: AI 14 USA

Ricambi.qxp_Layout 1  19/02/2019  09:55  Page 2
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READER'S RIDES

There was a professional photographer, Mike Woeller, during my last HDPE event at New Jersey 
Motorsports Park, and the pictures turned out pretty amazing. Darren Boehning, Ph.D.

George Connell's 1961 1500 S Osca



 

continued}Prez says

Ricambi Articles & Pictures – Thank You!
We are in a very good place with Ricambi articles being 
submitted.  Thank you and please keep the Ricambi content 
coming (articles should be submitted in Word or similar format 
and high resolution pictures should be sent as attached files, 
not embedded in the article).  Send content to president@
FIATclubamerica.com) .
 If you’d like more copies of the issue your article was 
published in, we are happy to provide them.  Same goes for 
the calendar, if your picture was published and you want more 
copies of the calendar, just tell us.  Please send an email to 
membership@FIATclubamerica.com and:
• Tell us the specific issue you want more copies of (the issue 
number is always on the front cover)
• The USPS address you want them mailed to.  
• You can order up to 3 additional copies, subject to availability, 
we usually have some leftovers of 1-2 previous issues, so please 
don’t wait too long to make your request.
• Allow 60 days (ish) for delivery as Mike L (our most excellent 
membership director and Club VP) will mail them when he does 
new member packets.
• There is no cost to dues current members for these…

Club Membership Benefits
As a reminder to all of us the benefits of dues paid Club 
membership include:
• Physical Ricambi (36 page color magazine) mailed to you four 
times per year
• Our annual Club calendar mailed to you
• Online access to our Ricambi archives, there are over 150 
issues available to read online and/or download spanning the 
30+ years our Club has existed
• Members only content access such as the FIAT and Lancia 
articles from VeloceToday

• Ability to attend any Club sponsored event such as our annual 
FreakOut (premier event held in different locations throughout 
the country) or FIAT On The Dragon just to name a few
• Access to our Land’s End and Cafe Press logo’d apparel stores
• And more…

 

Compared to other clubs we think we’re a pretty good deal at 
$45 per year.  Our goal is to grow our Club so we can afford to 
do more fun things with/for our members.  We could literally 
double the size of our Club overnight if each member reading 
this brought a new member into our family within the next 30 
days…
 No doubt, you our members, have fantastic ideas about how 
to improve the Club and I am eager to hear them.  As far as I’m 
concerned the suggestion box is always open.  You have an idea 
to improve some aspect of the Club, I am all ears all the time.  
Please let me know how to improve your Club experience.  Best, 
Doug.  
PS – our mailing address has changed, it is now FIAT Club 
America, 99 Wall Street #1241, New York, NY 10005

The Club is very pleased to be able to provide over 30 years of our club magazine Ricambi online to our membership.  There are over 140 
issues and we’ve got 100 of them online now.  It will take us a few months to get every issue scanned and online so please check back often 
as we are adding new issues each month…You must be logged in as a current member to access the Ricambi Archives HERE. The direct link 
is https://www.FIATclubamerica.com/ricambi-archives

Ricambi Archives
www.FIATclubamerica.com/ricambi-archives



21 FIATclubAmerica.com

RICAMBI 70.indd   22 9/21/17   12:01 PM



Join the fun!
Find the FIAT Club America 
Chapter nearest to you and 
join the fun today.

Alabama (chapter) 
Jonathan Woodall - Alabama@FIATclubamerica.com

Arizona (chapter)
Eric Lynn– 602-524-0053 - arizona-desert@FIATclubamerica.com

Atlanta (chapter)
Brad Artigue - Atlanta@FIATclubamerica.com

Austin TX (chapter)
Dan Book–512-391-9090 - Austin@FIATclubamerica.com

www.facebook.com/groups/FIAT500Austin

Blue Ridge VA (chapter)
OPEN - BlueridgeVA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Carolina (chapter)
Denise Burchette– (eastern) - 336-918-2200  

carolina@FIATclubamerica.com

Central PA (chapter)
Brian Benson– 540-220-1146 - CentralPA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Central Florida Gulf Coast (chapter)
Michelle Taylor - 813-377-7627

 CentralFLGulfCoast@FIATclubamerica.com    

Chicagoland (chapter) 
Mike Sizemore (President) - 217-725-2482

Chicagoland@FIATclubamerica.com

Delaware Valley PA (chapter)
AJ Norat – 484-321-1007 

 delawarevalleyPA@FIATclubamerica.com

Detroit (chapter)
Simone Bonino (President)– 248-219-0027 

Detroit@FIATclubamerica.com

Dallas Ft Worth (chapter)
Michael Brenner - 254-258-4418 

 dallasftworth@FIATclubamerica.com

East Tennessee (chapter)
Brett Melancon– 865-604-3271 - easttennessee@FIATclubamerica.com 

Florida (chapter)
OPEN - florida@FIATclubamerica.com

Gulf Coast TX (Houston) (chapter)
Mike Rutenberg - gulfcoastTX@FIATclubamerica.com

Indiana (chapter)
Kevin Lingbeck - 317-979-1834 - indiana@FIATclubamerica.com

Iowa (chapter)
Mike Louviere– 319-270-1454 - iowa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Kansas City (chapter)
Chet Nachtmann - Kansascity@FIATclubamerica.com 

Long Island (chapter)
Sam Germana - longisland@FIATclubamerica.com 

Mid-Atlantic (chapter)
 Dave Perry – 610-241-4664  -  midatlantic@FIATclubamerica.com  

Mid-South - West TN (chapter)
 OPEN - midsouth-westtn@FIATclubamerica.com

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (chapter)
OPEN - wisconsin@FIATclubamerica.com

Minnesota (chapter)
Jeff Johnson  (President) – 763-300-1231  

 minnesota@FIATclubamerica.com 

Montreal (chapter)   
OPEN - montreal@FIATclubamerica.com

Roamin’ Chariots  MO-AR-OK-KS (chapter)
Allen Lofland– 316-371-7666 

roamingchariots@FIATclubamerica.com

New Jersey (chapter)   
Matt Ross (president) - newjersey@FIATclubamerica.com

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND (chapter) 
Jim Custeau - northernnewengland@FIATclubamerica.com

Northeast Coast  
(CT, MA, RI, & Metro NY) (chapter)

Tim Beeble– 203-241-0761 - northeastcoast@FIATclubamerica.com

Ohio Valley (chapter)
Leslie Logan– 419-310-1556 - ohiovalley@FIATclubamerica.com 

 Ottawa Canada (chapter)
Jeff Schneider– ottawa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Pittsburgh (chapter)
Jody Farr– 724-297-3221 - pittsburgh@FIATclubamerica.com

Portland, Oregon (regional contact)
Rik Burkhart– 503-432-5186 

portlandoregon@FIATclubamerica.com 

Reno, Nevada (regional contact)
Tom Mackowiak– 775-813-3303 - renonv@FIATclubamerica.com 

Rocky Mountain CO (chapter) 
Graeme Robinson– 949-394-7919 

rockymountainco@FIATclubamerica.com

SoCal (chapter) 
OPEN - socal@FIATclubamerica.com 

Southeast Virginia (chapter) 
Hilary Falkenberg – SEVirginia@FIATclubamerica.com

San Francisco Bay Area (regional contact)
OPEN - sanfranbayarea@FIATclubamerica.com

South Florida (chapter) 
Anthony Osborn (President) 219-669-3105 

SouthFlorida@FIATclubamerica.com   

St. Louis, MO (regional contact) 
Eugene Krafft – stlouis@FIATclubamerica.com

Toronto (chapter)
Jerry Cucchiara– 416-496-0071 - toronto@FIATclubamerica.com

West Michigan (chapter)
Karl Mead (President) – 616-292-1512 
westmichigan@FIATclubamerica.com 

West Virginia (regional contact)
David Gladkosky–westvirginia@FIATclubamerica.com 

Western New York (chapter)
Owen Stacey– 716-496-8990 

westernnewyork@FIATclubamerica.com

Visit our new interactive chapter map at www.FIATclubAmerica.com/chapters to find one close to home.
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QUALITY PARTS FOR FIAT 500S & FIAT 124 SPIDERS - AUTORICAMBI.US

Get Out and Drive...
Owning a classic or new FIAT is an experience that takes you back 
to a time when driving was fun. Guess what, driving is STILL fun. 

Now, more than ever, Auto Ricambi is here to keep your classic or 
new FIAT in top shape so you can spend time enjoying doing more 
of what makes owning a fun car fun.

Our easy to use website features the largest inventory of quality 
parts for the FIAT 500 and FIAT 124 plus offers free shipping for  
all qualifying orders over $99 shipped within the continental U.S..

Visit our website or give us a call.
AutoRicambi.us • 682-233-3428

Join us at the FIAT FreakOut!
Auto Ricambi is going to the FIAT FreakOut this year and are pleased to  
announce that we are the Platinum Sponsor for the event. We will be participating 
in the track day and enjoying everything that the FreakOut has to offer.

We will also be giving away a new set of CD30 style 15x7 wheels at the event.  
You have to be there to win so don't miss out!

We hope that you will join us, register today!

photo by Dennis Collatos  -  1981 FIAT Spider 2000 owned by Ilya Albert
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