
A NOTE FROM FR. JOE! 
It was a joy for me to meet you all last Sunday at Mass as we bid farewell to Fr. Peter & thanked him for his 
ministry at our Parish community. It was so encouraging to see that you enjoyed & appreciated his ministry 
here. May God continue to bless him & guide him in his future ministry. 
 

Thank you for your warm welcome to me & I look forward to my ministry here & getting to know you better. 
Let me briefly introduce myself to you. I was born & brought up in Idukki township in Kerala, a State on the 
southernmost west coast of India. My parents were simple ordinary farmers having a small farm. Kerala is 
known for its cultivation of spices as well as for tourism, and is called “God’s own Land of India”.  
 

I am one of the eight children, first two girls & the rest all boys. I am the middle one!  My elder brother passed 
away at 39 of a brain aneurism. He was married with four daughters. The family then took care of them. My 
mother passed away in 1996 of a heart attack. She had Parkinson’s disease. Most recently, last November I 
lost another younger brother of a brain aneurism at the age of 60. He was the one who was taking care of my 
dad. And as you might have already known my dad passed away on June 13 this year after celebrating his 
100th birthday at a Mass & family reunion on the previous day where all the family members as well as the 
extended family members were present. Apparently, he had a silent heart attack. I was blessed to be with him 
chatting as normal just a few minutes before he died. Until the last moment he took care of himself. He was 
blessed! My two other brothers & the eldest sister are married & settled in Kerala. My other sister is a nun 
working in a missionary hospital in a remote village in northern India, as a nurse anesthesiologist. My 
youngest brother lives in Sacramento, CA with his family. My uncle is also a priest serving as a Chaplain in 
Pensacola, FL. My nephew is also a Pallottine priest like me. I have several priests & nuns in my extended 
family. 
 

I am a Religious priest belonging to the Society of the Catholic Apostolate, commonly known as Pallottine 
Fathers & Brothers. We serve in over 59 countries & have a membership of about 23,00. After my studies & 
ordination I worked in different places in India in various capacities such as, Director of an Orphanage, Rector 
& professor in our Pallottine Institute of Philosophy & religion, Director of our Pallottine Pastoral Center & as 
a Pastor in a Parish. I came to the United States in January of 2001 to serve as a Pastor in our Pallottine Parish 
in Milwaukee, WI. I served there until 2008 & then did my Chaplain training at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN. 
Then I worked as a Chaplain at Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center in Milwaukee for over three years. 
 

Then I was elected as the Provincial Superior of the Pallottines (Midwest Province) in Milwaukee in 2013 & 
served three consecutive terms until April 2022. During this time, I was also a part time Pastor at a Parish in 
Milwaukee. Then the Springfield Diocese invited me to the area as I had known this diocese for the past ten 
years as I was responsible for assigning our Pallottine priests to the diocese. There are three other Pallottine 
Priests serving in this diocese. I even served one year (2009) at St. Antony’s parish in Effingham while waiting 
for my Chaplain job. This is my life in a gist! I was glad to accept this invitation & have landed in your midst! 
 

Now I have begun my Faith journey with you. I am happy to be here & look forward to serving you & getting 
to know you better. I sense that there is so much goodness, good will & potential here. Let us bring it out at 
the service of the Community. I want to grow in my faith & I want to see you grow in your faith. In case you 
have any concerns please feel free to bring to my attention. I love that. I will also share my concerns with you. 
We need each other & we need to support one another. Every one of you is so important to me. Let us 
journey together as one family with Jesus & become his true disciples bringing life, joy & healing to all whom 
we meet. With Him & in Him all things are possible. Let us fix our gaze on Him & move forward with Faith, 
hope & courage. 
 

Blessings of Peace and Joy always!   
Fr. Joe 


