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Best in Show
Maureen Spinale , “Bending the Wind”

When I walked in, this piece just struck me 
from a distance. I was told once that “great art 
can be seen from the cheap seats” and this 
piece by Maureen doesn’t disappoint. I love the 
limited palette, the variety of texture, the strong 
vertical shapes, and the feeling of motion here. 
The scale helps you feel immersed in a forest, 
giving the sense of being in that place. There is 
something special about paintings that can take 
you somewhere else entirely. Congratulations 
Maureen!

Award of Excellence
Corey Pitcan, “Punk”

This piece in contrast is quite a bit smaller. But equally powerful. 
There’s this look of sensuality and lust in this face that is so beautifully 
rendered. This piece has great command of very slight value differences 
that really pulls light across those eyelids and the tip of the nose. The 
somewhat elevated position of the head adds to the drama, although the 
colors themselves are quite restrained. A really beautiful example of an 
interesting composition, hard and soft edges, nuanced value patterns, and 
excellent mark making and control. Beautiful piece Corey!



Laurinda O’Connor, “Spring Promises”

There is something really special about the mark making of this piece. Beautiful 
vertical lines are cut up by the horizontal lines that cross the planes of the 
water. The intense red, blue, and yellow of this painting really does a great job 
of capitalizing on the concept of Hue, keeping close to those primaries keeps 
the viewers eye interested. There are also great passages where the pastel is 
applied in a very thin wash manner that contrasts the thick bold marks that are 
uninterrupted on the surface. Beautiful piece Laurinda, Congratulations. 

Allison Krajcik, “Funneled”

This piece is a great example of warm/cool contrast and the drama of values. A 
really interesting composition where that strong triangle comes down to really 
point the viewers eye to the bottom right corner where there is an explosion of 
color as that wave crashes into the opening. I especially love that warm light on 
the inner side of the right rock, contrasted by the purplish blue on the upper part 
of the rock that is so clearly reflecting the color of the sky. I really loved the color 
use and composition here. Great work Allison!

Dave Kaphammer, “Dappled House”

I found this piece to be really charming. I loved the bright green light and 
shadow patterns in the grass.  And that warmth reflected onto the building and 
really creates a sense of reflected light. The value patterns here are very concise 
and reflect the warmth of a pleasant day. This is handled quite nicely with the 
value structure as the window on the left in the light source is that warm orange 
and the windows on the right sit in their appropriate shadows. Really lovely piece 
Dave!

Award of Honor
Christine Bodnar,  “Whitefish Pointe”

This piece has a feeling of a windswept coastline and has 
great motion and compositional elements. I love how the 
mark making pushes the eye around the painting, a beautiful 
palette of greens and purples with undertones of ocher and 
really clean mark making makes this painting really successful. 
The beautiful use of values and mark making really move 
the viewer around this gem of a painting. Congratulations 
Christine!



Cindy Crimmin, “Clarion Call”

This piece does a rally great job defining the light and shadow patterns while 
maintaining interest in the markmaking with areas of soft edges and hard. 
There is special attention given to some really delicate linework here and 
places where things in shadow of the wall really melt together into some 
beautiful shadow colors. The lighting situation created here is not stark and 
severe but kind of quiet and tasteful. I also love that little touch of blue peeping 
out in the top right corner to ever so slightly balance the orange. Beautiful 
piece Cindy!

Alison Davidson, “Tidemarsh Stroll”

This piece has such a great command of the value structure of light and shadow. 
I would encourage you if you struggle over value to take a photo of this piece 
and de-saturate it in your iPhone to see how accurate these values are. When 
a piece reads just as well in black and white (desaturated) it is really showing 
how exceptionally carefully these values were considered and accurately 
rendered. There is a great sense of light here on this stroll through the woods 
and we also see great variety of shape in the design of the shadows on the 
ground. Often times they start to look too similar and these light patterns just 
walk you straight down the path. Beautiful work Alison!

Jeff Fioravanti, “Early Bird Special”

I found this piece to be really fascinating. The composition is really interesting, 
the drawing is incredibly accurate, and the palette while quite literal is very 
moving with the contrast of the blue and yellow. The reflected light on the 
underbelly of the gull and the interesting perspective and foreshortening of 
being on the underside of this scene really sets up an interesting piece. There 
are also lots of places less detailed for the eye to rest making it a joy to view. 
Great job Jeff!

Tamara Amoroso, “Windy Winter Dunes”

This piece has such great motion to it. There are traits we look for when we are 
judging. Composition, color, value, mark making, draftsmanship, the confidence 
in the hand of the artist. And to me this piece hits so many of those components 
in a really beautiful way. Once again I do think that the scale helps really 
draw the viewer into this piece but its the push and pull of diagonal, the fat 
and thin marks, the value structure and the confident mark making that grabs 
our interest and holds us there. I really enjoyed viewing this piece,. Great job 
Tamara!


