
   
Best in Show
Laurinda O’Connor, “On a Fall Day”
The markmaking in this painting is just incredible; and stopped me in my tracks immediately. There 
is a great deal of variety in both direction as well as scale of the mark. For me, this provides so much 
interest and dynamic movement to the piece. There is also a great deal of value contrast here. The 
light crossing the bottom third of the composition in a diagonal shape makes the painting feel 
like its in motion. The palette here is not overly complicated, but so well balanced that it further 
enhances the contrast between values. This painting has motion, expression, an incredibly strong 
command of the medium, and moved me the second I saw it. Congratulations to the artist. It is a 
beautiful piece of work.

Award of Excellence
Corey Pitkin, “Suburbia”
I absolutely love the limited palette, and soft edges of this piece. There is a beautiful balance of color, 
found in the shadow reds in the hair, to the little patch of light peaking through the hair. There are 
beautiful cool tones running throughout both the shadow section on the wall and throughout her 
hair. I love the suggestive nature of this piece. It has a narrative that holds the viewers interest in 
a way that is very mysterious and leaves me wanting to know her story. Compositionally, I love her 
vertical nature versus the diagonal of the shadow behind her. Her shoulder is so well rendered and 
soft in nature that it feels like the viewer can reach out and touch it. The lost edges against the light 
background feel so tender and well executed. This is a beauty of a painting, congratulations to the 
artist.

Award of Honor
Michele Ashby, “A Distant Memory”
The strength in this piece is incredible. Clearly executed with such precision and command of the 
medium, it reflects the pure power of women. The fact that she is not addressing the viewer with 
her eyes is so fascinating and plays even more into the idea that she is so strong and powerful; 
that she need not address the viewer. The flesh of her arms is round and voluptuous, and the areas 
of light and value contrast both around the face and the nape of the neck, falling across her arm is 
just so masterfully rendered. The background integrates elements of abstraction, and the shine of 
the fingernail on the hand in shadow is just truly amazing. The contrast of the gold against the blue 
just makes her pop off the page. This piece drips in feminine strength, and is a pleasure to view. 
Congratulations to the artist.

Great American Art Works Award
Jane Hilton, “Malibu Sycamore”
I love the peaceful joyful feel of this piece. A great command of atmospheric perspective pushes the 
trees and range of mountains into the background beautifully. The large shapes in the shadow side 
of the tree foliage provide beautiful contrast against the light of the trunk of the tree. I especially 
love the warm contrast of the light touching the base of the tree. Here, warm orange undertones sit 
underneath a warm purple. Next to the yellow and yellow oranges of the grasses in the foreground 
the colors dance together to make me feel the warmth of that seemingly west coast sunshine. I also 
love the shadows dancing across the trunk of the tree and the grasses. It has great movement, like 
the viewer can feel the breeze in the grass.
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Barbara Stone Memorial Award
David Lawton, “The Critique”
This piece is so well executed. Also with a narrative component, it displays a great command of value, 
markmaking, and composition. I especially love the way the women are seemingly in conversation 
with one another, the crossed arms, handbags, reflections on the hair and glasses all make the viewer 
feel like they are a part of the conversation. I enjoy the limited palette, as it adds to the value drama. 

Judith Barnet Memorial Award
Yael Maimon, “Hot Meal”
This piece so beautifully demonstrates how complementary colors can provide such expressive room 
for excitement. The shape of the cat is so clearly rendered, with beautiful shading across the left 
side of the body. The reflection of the yellow orange onto the fur and the reflection that lightly drifts 
down the floor adds excitement and drama. Beautiful palette, expression, and markmaking in this 
piece.

Providence Art Club Award
Michele Mozzone, “Rush”
What great motion in this work! The bubbles traveling upwards so gracefully give way to a beautiful 
dance of light across the arm through the light source above. I love the variety of markmaking, 
soft and hard edges, cool and warm shadows within the skin, and overall motion of this piece. 
Congratulations on a beautiful piece!

Royal Talens North America
Mar Fernandez, “Irish Cemetery”
I love the gestural nature of this painting. The trees have great shapes to them, leaning to provide 
interest in a diagonal way to break up the composition. I love the contrasting value of the vertical 
foliage in the background against the strong warm light values that cross the middle of the 
composition showcasing the direction of the light source. The reflection has great abstract shapes 
and colors, and the marks have a great sense of dynamism and expression. 

Pastel Society of North Carolina Award
Christine Labich, “Truro Roses”
There is a nostalgic sweetness of this work, that suggests the long lasting joy that nature brings to 
us. I love the warm and cool contrast that runs between the folds and soft and hard edges of the 
roses. The cooler greens in the background provide depth, and the beautiful high contrast warm 
white edges do a great job showcasing the light source coming from the left hand side. I love the 
markmaking, how there are lines that are so thin and soft and suggestive along with ones that are 
strong and sharp. I also especially love how the green overlaps the complementary pinks in the 
bottom right corner. Congrats on a beautifully rendered painting.



Joan A. Ledwith Memorial Award for Landscape
Kim Weineck, “Meandering Water”
This piece is so reminiscent of summer for me. The wonderful limited palette does a great job 
suggesting that the evening has already removed much of the color from the landscape. I love 
the contrasts in value, the light along the horizon line, the purple hues suggesting atmospheric 
perspective, and the sketchy gestural marks in the foreground suggesting the grasses. I also enjoy 
how the painting moves from left to right warm to cool. The little lightning bugs gracing the piece 
add interest and a nostalgic feel to the piece.

Terry Ludwig Pastels Awards
Susan Ellis, “Seaward Gaze”
This painting has such a great calm to it. It feels like a fresh quiet morning that the viewer is a 
getting a glimpse into. I like the variety of markmaking, the unfinished nature of the left corner of the 
composition. I also like the sharper marks in the folds of the sweatshirt, as well as the red reflection 
from the basket into the waters below. This piece is well executed, shows a great command of color, 
markmaking, and composition. Congratulations!

Connecticut Pastel Society Award
Tamara Amoroso, “Lost in Thought”
For me this piece is all about that yellow jacket! I love all the different shapes and shadows, hard 
and soft edges that pass across the folds of this jacket. The shine of her hair, the reflection of the 
jacket color (yellow) on the undersides of her ears and the light crossing the leg make this piece 
dynamic, and exciting. I like how the foliage in the background is nondescript and takes nothing 
away from the information happening in the foreground. It falls back quite beautifully. Great 
command of the medium, values, and mark making here.

Dakota Art Pastels Award
Barbara Archer-Baldwin, “Pewter and Limes”
I really like the limited palette of this piece. It is very effective in displaying the importance of correct 
values. I like the reflections in the object to the right, the rendering of the fruit, and the variety 
of value in the shadows that cross the table surface. A great command of value, perspective, and 
composition. Congrats on a beautiful painting!

Piedmont Pastel Society Award
Grace DiMauro, “Winter Prism”
I love the variety of color in this painting. The warm cool contrasts that pass from left to right 
provide the viewer the narrative of fleeting light. Pinks, warm corals, blues, burgundies and 
turquoises dance across this piece and provide a variety of places for the viewer to rest their eye. I 
also like the lost and found edges that move between the trees and suggest a softness of the hour of 
day. Beautiful painting, congratulations!

Airfloat Award
Karen Israel, “Kodachrome”
What a joyful painting! I love all the directional marks in this. There is great color balance, and a 
wonderful command of values exhibited here. I love the shadows on the underside of the flowers, the 
reflections that show the water tension in the vase, and the overall composition of lights and darks 
in the piece. The painting shows a great command of value, color, and composition. Congrats!



Jack Richeson & Company Award
Rita Kirkman, “Connection Timed Out”
This piece demonstrates such a great knowledge of the nuances of warm cool contrast. The drawing 
is very accurate, the composition interesting, but the colors are what makes this piece sing for me. I 
love the light turquoises next to the ochers and purples and the way that they all weave a sense of 
wool so beautifully it feels like the viewer could touch it themselves! Beautiful markmaking, color, 
and accuracy in this painting. Congratulations!

Diane Townsend Artist Pastels / Uart Award
Christine Bodnar, “Another Momento”
I love the abstract nature of this piece. The color palette is interesting, the values have a nice variety, 
and the vertical lines provide great contrast to the horizontal movement in this piece. I love the 
ability to see some of the underpainting, and love how the colors are harmonizing in a peaceful yet 
moving way. Congratulations on a beautiful painting!

Ampersand Award
Vicki Caplin Rooney, “Lavender Dream”
I love the different textures in this painting. There is shine and contrast, great soft textures, and I love 
how the edges fall away especially in the shadows of the water. I like the warm cool contrast in the 
flowers and the texture in the background. Great command of color, texture, composition and light in 
this piece. Congratulations.

Rosalie Nadeau Award for Vibrant Color
Eileen Casey, “Pond Light”
I really love the vertical marks of the grasses in this piece. The abstract shapes between the verticals 
provide great attention to the negative shapes between the grasses. The colors dance across the 
center of the composition giving great contrast between the purple blues of the water and the 
sparkles of light and color peeking through. I like the contrast of the dark olives, as well as the thick 
and thin marks that provide a great deal of contrast for this piece. Congrats on a beautiful piece!

Jack Richeson & Company Award
Pamela Cook, “My Blue Chair”
This painting makes me feel at home. The reflection on the table is so beautiful against the dark 
contrast of the shadow of the vase. I love the velvety texture of the chair, the way that the books in 
the background kind of fall into an abstract nature, and the overall feel of this painting. It feels like I 
am at home. Congratulations on a beautiful painting!

Central Massachusetts Pastel Society
Bernadette DeCesare, “Always”
I love the abstract shapes in this painting. The gold leafing provides an interesting texture to 
contrast the soft colors. I like the composition of the repeating floral shapes at the top, falling into 
larger space for the viewers eye to rest at the bottom of the composition. This piece also features 
some really beautiful varieties in mark making with textures and shapes that repeat and please the 
eye. I enjoy the values and limited color palette that provide room for the eye to rest and enjoy the 
interest in more textural areas of the painting. Congratulations on a beautiful painting!



Blick Art Materials Award
Dave Kaphammer, “Tractor by Night”
This painting has a great sense of value. The limited color palette really let the viewer focus on the 
value, which is so well executed here. Accurate drawing, interesting shadows, and beautiful color 
harmonies make this painting work really well. Congratulations on a beautiful painting!

Pastel Society of New Hampshire Award
Michele Kenna, “Flights of Fancy”
I love the abstract nature of this piece! The marks dance across the painting showing reflections 
of water and foliage. I like the color palette, the variety of horizontal and vertical marks, and the 
open spaces for the viewers eyes to rest against the variety of textures. The marks feel like they are 
rippling across the page. Congrats on a beautiful painting!

Chicago Pastel Painters Award
Allison Krajcik, “Jackson Falls”
The water here has such great movement and motion! I love how the limited palette provides 
interest in the extreme values. The light of the splashing water against the shadow side of the rock 
face provides great contrast and only adds to the interest of the shifting shadows within the water. I 
like how the horizon line sits so high in the composition, providing even more room for the water to 
feel like its rushing off the page. Well executed, beautiful piece. Congratulations!

Pastel Society of New Jersey
Beth Laidlaw, “Living under Glass”
I especially like the lines and markmaking in this piece. The colors and balance, texture and interest 
all make this painting very unique and moving. It has a Hockney kind of feel to it for me, and I really 
enjoy the way that line and color are expressed here. Congratulations on a great painting!

Pastel Society of Maine Award
Sally Lebwohl, “Green Façade”
I really love the gestural nature of this piece. The mark making is so very interesting and unique. I 
love the red/pink surface coming through in spaces between the greens of the building. The shadows 
dance across the face of the building really beautifully and there is a sense of motion- moving light 
across this piece. The color palette is pleasing to the eye, and the gestural marks provide incredible 
interest. Congrats on a beautiful painting!

Pan Pastel Award
Eveline Miller, “What Lies Beneath”
A beautiful serene palette create a sense of dusk in this painting. The texture, and color harmonies 
do a great job setting the scene for a peaceful landscape that lets the eye rest, as well as provides 
interest in the textured areas. Congrats on a beautiful painting.



Liz Haywood-Sullivan Award
Maryann Mullett, “Crater”
The accuracy in this piece is impressive! The composition provides interest, especially with the 
exaggeratedly large shapes of the eggs in the foreground and the smaller ones pushed to the back. 
I like how some objects seem in focus while others shift out of focus, and there is a great command 
of value as the light passes across the cartons leaving shadows. The mark making also adds interest 
with stronger sharp marks as well as soft smooth, blended marks. 

Pastel Society of America Award
Carol Peebles, “Watching Time Stand Still- Breguet “
This painting has a really beautiful sense of space and time. The soft edges of the light dancing 
across the top of the hat, the motion of the hair that mimics and repeats the round shapes 
throughout the composition provide unity and cohesion. I love the shadows that dance across the 
hat, down the right side of the figure. This contrast really lets the light that falls across the face sing. 
Beautifully rendered, and executed with precision and grace. Congrats on a great piece.

 
Maryland Pastel Society Award
Janet Schwartz, “Too Close for Comfort”
The abstraction of this painting is very fun! I enjoy the feeling of movement, almost chaos even. As 
the marks move across the painting. The aesthetic is fun and joyful despite being a rainy day. It has a 
nice balance of color, and overall is a very interesting well executed painting. Congratulations!

Vermont Pastel Society Award
Mira Vitarello, “Strollin’”
The colors, the values, the shapes are all a feast for the eye. I enjoy the abstract shapes, color, and 
variety of marks in this piece. It has a great command of value as well. I like the repetition of color 
throughout the composition and the variety of shape and motion of the piece. Congrats on a great 
painting!

    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 


