
The Crucible, a local endurance hike, returns 
and raises $10K for Blue Star Service Dogs

by Clyde Whitaker
A grueling all-day endurance hike beginning 

and ending at the Waterloo/Pinckney Portage 
Lake trailhead was held Saturday, May 7, in 
honor of our disabled veterans. The author’s 
wife, Mary, and daughter Angela Adiska 
participated in the event, along with Kim 
Williamson, Erin Clifton and Steve Higgs from 
the area.

Juston and Carrie Schotte are responsible 
for organizing The Crucible, starting in 2019. It 
is now the largest organized endurance hike in 
Michigan—a 22-mile trek over rough and hilly 
terrain. Endurance hiking is defined as any day 

Soaring with eagles—five minutes from home

This year, The Crucible raised $10,828 for the 
Blue Star Service Dogs. Photo credit 
Clyde Whitaker

by Mary Jo David
When was the last time you glanced 

up in the sky just in time to admire a 
raptor in flight—perhaps a hawk or an 
eagle—gliding ever so elegantly, almost 
effortlessly, overhead? 

As it happens, that experience is 
available locally to anyone who has the 
desire (and nerve) to try soaring, which 
is the official term for riding in a glider. 
If you’ve traveled Doyle Road heading 
into or out of Gregory between April 
and November, you’ve likely noticed 
the regular weekend glider activity at 

hike of at least 20 continuous miles along backcountry trails.
The thing that sets The Crucible apart from other events is that ALL proceeds from this 

hike go to charity. In 2019, more than $7,000 was donated to the Semper Fi Fund. Due to 
the COVID pandemic, The Crucible could not be held in 2020 and 2021.

This year, The Crucible donated $10,828 to the Blue Star Service Dogs.
A crisis in this country that no one talks about very much is veteran suicide. More of 

our veterans now die from suicide than from combat. On average, that number is about 22 
people every day, which is why The Crucible chose 22 hiking miles.

See Crucible on page 24.

Heading South with The Enemy Line
Duo with local roots moving forward on road to success

Stockbridge FFA presents awards, 
looks back at its first year

Members of the new Stockbridge FFA Chapter recently held an awards 
ceremony, inducted new officers and thanked their sponsors for the support 
over the past year. Photo provided by Elizabeth Vliet

by Elizabeth Vliet
On May 15, the Stockbridge FFA Chapter held its first 

chapter awards ceremony in 35 years.
The ceremony was an official meeting with a guest 

speaker, Kary Gee. The chapter also recognized its sponsors 
and officiated new officer inductions.

The new officers are Hannah Marshall, president; Hayden 
Keiser, vice president; Clarissa Hill, secretary; Hunter Pidd, 
treasurer; Elizabeth Vliet, reporter; Nathan Pidd, sentinel; 
Chase Sommer, liaison, and Marcus Hill, trustee. 

See FFA on page 23.

by Tina Cole-Mullins
It's going to be a busy 

summer for The Enemy Line, 
a local brother and sister 
duo whose music runs deep 
with traditional old-school 
country. The team of Kymee 
Dawn and Kurt Stone plans 
to release a new single, 
play both group and single 
performances and prepare for 
an upcoming tour.

All this comes after The 

Glider take-off behind tow plane at Richmond Field in 
Gregory. Photo credit Bob Garypie, Rebound Photo

Richmond Field.
The Sandhill Soaring Club calls the airfield “home,” and its members assemble 

regularly—some driving from as far as Trenton, Canton, and Lansing for the camaraderie 
with fellow club members, to assist those studying for their glider licenses, and to promote 
the experience to anyone who wants to try a glider ride firsthand. Some members hail from 
back when the Rosetti Club from the east side of metro Detroit merged with the Huron 
Valley Club around 1984.

See Sandhill Soaring Club on page 29.

Kymee Dawn and Kurt Stone 
perform as The Enemy Line. 
Photo from Facebook

Enemy Line was named the Avis Radio 2020 Independent 
Artist of the Year in 2020 and selected as one of Country 
Music Canada Magazine's "Who to Watch in 2021."

SCN readers first were introduced to the duo a little more 
than a year ago, when I interviewed the group for an article. 
But some area residents needed no introduction.

See The Enemy Line on page 21.
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Rural Perspectives: Our versatile 
and beautiful eastern redbud tree

Diane Gray 

Constable

The eastern redbud tree is a native 
tree of area woodlands. Photo credit 
Diane Constable

by Diane Constable
The eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) tree is most 

noticeable during midspring when the branches are covered 
with beautiful tiny magenta-pink blossoms. These pea-
shaped blossoms and the seed pods that closely resemble 
those of the snow pea indicate that this tree belongs to the 
legume family of plants.

It is a native tree of our local woodlands and is considered 
an understory tree because it grows in the shade of the larger 

trees of the forests. The tree rarely gets more 
than 30 feet tall and can grow nearly 30 feet 
wide. It does well in most any type of soil 
and the deep green heart-shaped leaves turn a 
lovely yellow in the fall. These traits made it a 
favorite garden tree as far back as the 1600s. 

The edible flowers are a good source of 
vitamin C and can be added to salads and 
even pickled. The young twigs have been used 
for tea and for seasoning when cooking wild 
game. The wood has been made into gunstock, 
knife handles and bowls. 

Town Hall Players – Youth return for 
June performances of 'Rosewell'

Directed by Marilyn Brumm and Amanda Cook, "All’s Well in Rosewell" will be performed at the Town 
Hall on June 24, 25 and 26. Cast members include (L to R): AJ Williamson, Ivori Hufnagel, Matthew 
Norder, Paul Marshall, Jacey Gustafson, Haley Warren, Stuart Cook, Andrew Norder, Kathryn Brumm, 
Lucas Heinzman (by curtain) and Annabelle Lane. Photo credit Spirit Led Photography by Amanda Cook

The eastern redbud is fairly disease free but canker fungus can cause serious 
damage. Deer may nibble on it but it is not a favorite food. Hummingbirds and bees 
feed on the flower nectar, and the seeds are eaten by cardinals, quail, turkeys and 
grosbeaks. 

Fun Fact: The redbud was a favorite tree of George Washington and he planted 
many of them around his Mount Vernon home.
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From CADL Stockbridge

Summer Reading Challenge offers 
Oceans of Possibilities for all

by Head Librarian 
Sherri McConnell

We are looking 
forward to Oceans of 
Possibilities with reading 
prizes, performers, 
guests, and weekly 
activities during our 
Summer Reading 
Challenge. 

The Summer Reading Challenge at the Stockbridge 
Library runs from June 1 to Aug. 6 for readers of all 
ages. Photo provided by CADL

Wednesday Wonders is a series of programs running from June 22 to July 
27 at 10:30 a.m. It includes Ming the Magnificent for a magic show, Gemini 
for a family singalong, Lansing Hoops for hula-hoop fun and many other 
guests! We also will have weekly Possibility Labs with craft and science 
projects starting June 16. 

The Summer Reading Challenge runs from June 1 to Aug. 6 for readers of 
all ages, offering four categories: Pre-readers, Kids, Teens, and Adults. 

Libraries love summer because we celebrate the fun of reading and 
listening to audiobooks. Even more, we work to prevent the dreaded 
“summer slide,” which is when children may lose some reading skills during 
the summer break. You can sign up for the challenge at cadl.org/summer or 
at the Stockbridge Branch. Our opening hours change June 1: The library is 
closed on Sunday during June, July and August. 

During A Day in the Village on Saturday, June 18, find us on the township 
square with the CADL Book Bike and a selection of free books for all ages. 
Also during ADIV, the Friends of the Library will be holding a sidewalk 
book sale at the library, 200 Wood St., on Friday, June 17, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday, June 18, from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 
Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Visitors flock to Waterloo Farm, 
Dewey School for fun and learning
Free Museum Day celebrated with plant sale, fiber market, more

by Jenny Smith 
Several years ago, a small open house featuring tours and refreshments 

began at the local Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museum. Over the 
years, the event grew into a large celebration of history and fun.

 This year on Mother’s Day, May 8, visitors streamed onto the museum 
grounds to take advantage of the fifth annual Free Museum Day, an 
event promoted by Experience Jackson and featuring 11 Jackson County 
museums. 

For many, this was their first trip to the museum. For others, it was a 
return to a place last visited during a childhood school field trip.

Guests entering the historical farmstead were greeted with the music of 
Eddie Josephs on his multitude of instruments. Those brave enough could 
join in for a song or two. The concessions were running with offerings such 
as pulled pork and pie, and the gift shop was well stocked with unique gifts 
and décor. 

Several volunteers led tours of the historical farmhouse, 1771 reenactors 
filled the log house with the sounds and sights of years gone by, the 1874 
Indian War Cavalry camped out down the hill, and blacksmiths labored 
in the shop and at the portable forge. A tool display featured several 
fascinating tools that are now obsolete and rarely seen. Board member 
Butch Richmond shared his antique tractor with passersby. 

 For the first time this year, the event also hosted the Spinner’s Flock 
Fiber Market. The multitude of booths featured everything from completed 
garments to hand-dyed artisan yarns, spinning demonstrations, roving 
and rugs. The annual sale is a staple of the fiber arts community, drawing 
customers from as far away as Detroit, and worked very well at the 
historical venue. 

See Waterloo Farm on page 11.

Area residents celebrated history and fun at the Waterloo Farm and Dewey School 
Museum on Mother's Day. Photo credit James Clark-Swalla, DigitalCrumbs Photography
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Unadilla gets new outdoor warning sirens
by Linda Topping, Unadilla Twp. Clerk
Unadilla Township had four new Federal Signal outdoor 

warning sirens installed recently. They will hopefully be 
operational by mid-June. Many thanks to Unadilla Police 
Sgt. Nan Gelman, who has worked tirelessly doing the 
research and footwork required for the installation process. 

As part of the process, the township will be working in 
conjunction with West Shore Services, Inc., Consumers 
Energy, the Livingston County Road Commission and 
County Emergency Services. 

Late last summer, the township tested siren placement 
by strategically positioning people in areas of the 
township to listen for the existing sirens. The results 
indicated current sirens cannot be heard in most areas of 
the township. As a result, the four new sirens are being 
strategically placed to benefit the majority of residents 
throughout the township. 

Following are the locations where the sirens will be 
installed:

New warning siren installed at 
Unadilla Township Fire Department 
in Gregory. Photo credit Linda Topping

• The Unadilla Township Fire Hall (the existing siren there is old and outdated; a new 
one is required).

• The corner of Donahue and Spears roads.
• The corner of Bradley Road and M-36.
• The corner of Roepke and Williamsville roads.
The sirens will be erected on new utility poles about 50 feet in the air. They will be 

connected to the Livingston County siren system so they can be activated by both the 
county and our own Unadilla Township Fire Department when tornado warnings are 
expected to impact our community. 

Chelsea Hospital receives an 
‘A’ for hospital safety grade

Information and photo from Chelsea Hospital
Recognized nationally for its patient safety and quality, 

Chelsea Hospital received an “A” on its 2022 Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grade spring scorecard. Announced on 
May 10, this national distinction recognizes achievement in 
protecting patients from preventable harm and error within 
the hospital setting. Chelsea Hospital has received an “A” 
grade every year since 2015.

 "Our medical teams are committed to providing 
high-quality, compassionate care in the safest healing 
environment possible,” said Ben Miles, president of Chelsea 
Hospital. “Safety is not only a core value of Chelsea 
Hospital, it is a guiding principle in how we deliver care. 
I couldn’t be prouder of our team and commend each and 
every colleague for having earned this recognition.”
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by Shuyler Clark
People passing through Chelsea may notice a farm on the city's outskirts, its weathered barn proudly 

proclaiming "Barn Sanctuary" in bold letters. Established in 2016 by Dan McKernan, Barn Sanctuary is home 
to over 100 formerly abused, neglected, and abandoned farm animals, ranging from rambunctious cows to 

In 'This Farm is a Family,' local sanctuary delivers charming tale of found family

Shuyler Clark

Reading Between the Lines

Family and friends will gather in loving 
memory of James C. Diefenthaler

A Celebration of 
Life for James C. 
Diefenthaler will be 
held on Saturday, June 
18th. The service will 
be at 2 p.m. at the 
home of Brook and 
Sandy Risner, located 
at 362 N. Osborne 
Road, Dansville.

The Rev. Dr. 
Deborah J. Smith will 
be officiating. Light 
refreshments will 
follow the service.

sassy turkeys. On the farm, these animals live out the 
remainder of their lives in peace alongside their new 
friends and human caretakers.

Through private and public tours and online 
resources, the staff at Barn Sanctuary seek to educate 
the public on different farm animals, including how they 
are typically mistreated in the farming industry. The 
sanctuary also served as the setting of “Saved by the 

Barn,” a television documentary series that aired in 2020 and gave viewers a 
look at the lives of the farm's residents.

In addition to its full-time staff, the sanctuary relies heavily on volunteer 
efforts. The year 2020 saw the introduction of the (now paid) internship 
program, through which, carefully vetted candidates can assist in providing 
medical care, help with facilities projects, and of course, muck the many barns 
and coops.

For schools and families interested in introducing their children to the 
nonprofit, Barn Sanctuary caters to children through youth programs and field 
trip opportunities for students. In addition, young readers will find another 
option for entertainment through founder Dan McKernan's new children's 
book.

Released in April and featuring art by Denise Hughes, “This Farm is a 
Family” tells the story of Buttercup the cow's arrival at Barn Sanctuary and 
the attempts by her new family members to help her feel at home. The cast 
features such charming animals as Roy the chicken, Ginger the sheep; goats 
named Steve, Hugo, and Twitch; Stanley the turkey (rest in peace); Little Dude 
the pig; and Mike the cow — all of whom found their forever homes at the 
sanctuary.

Although McKernan's book serves as a gateway for young readers to 
learn about the sanctuary and its mission, the story also serves as a charming 
narrative of “found” family. Buttercup, feeling lonely and mistrustful after the 
death of her previous owner, struggles to fit in with her new family, something 
adopted and foster children may relate to. Her journey to acceptance will leave 
readers feeling proud of her real-life adjustments to her new family as well. 
The illustrations by Hughes round off the experience perfectly, bringing charm 
to the cast and perfectly capturing their mischievous personalities.

Readers can find “This Farm is a Family” at their local bookstore. Those 
interested in helping Barn Sanctuary's mission in other ways can donate 
directly to the nonprofit or consider volunteer and internship opportunities 
and meet the animals in the process. More details can be found at its website, 
www.barnsanctuary.org.

Shuyler Clark is a graduate of Stockbridge High School and Lansing 
Community College. When she is not reading or writing, she can be found 
snuggling with her birds.

Around Town by 
Colleen Redfield



      June  20226

Ask an Expert: Disagreeing 
with your insurance adjuster

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
After an accident occurs and your insurance company 

writes a low-ball estimate for repairs, you may find yourself 
asking, “What if I disagree with my insurance adjuster?”

It is an all-too-common occurrence when, after an 
accident, an insurance company goes from being your 

protector to being your adversary. You pay the company every month of every year 
to take care of you in case of an unfortunate event. And when you need them most, 
they cover your loss in such a way as to say, "we care enough to do the very least."

One such instance recently came to our attention. A loyal customer of ours was 
involved in an accident, and brought a 2016 Ford Explorer to the shop for repair. 
We disassembled the vehicle and wrote an initial estimate for $10,647.38. The 
pictures and our estimate were sent to the insurance appraiser in Colorado, who 
— with an obvious attempt to ignore the proper repair — returned with a modified 
estimate of only $3,629.40. (A deficit of more than $7,000 to repair the vehicle 
correctly.)

This is a regular occurrence in the day-to-day operations of body shops vs. 
insurance companies all across the country. The body shops, (highly trained 
professionals whose sole job is to REPAIR vehicles correctly) have to fight the 
insurance adjuster (a highly trained professional whose sole job is to PAY for 
vehicles to be repaired) to come to an agreement of how much a proper repair 
actually costs. 

Now here we are 45 days in and five supplements later only totaling $5,800.95. 
This is after numerous emails and phone calls from the customer to the insurance 
company. The customer is a very important part of this, without them letting the 
insurance company know that this is unacceptable is the only way we got this far.

But there is still more than $1,200 not being covered. No one from the 
insurance company even came out to look at the vehicle. In the meantime, there 
are administration costs, storage and stall tie-up charges totaling $1,600, so now 
the total owed is $2,800. We are going to submit a sixth supplement to try to cover 
more of these costs for the customer.

In the case of our customer, the insurance adjuster (and their supervisors) 
in question absolutely refused to budge, five times so far, or renegotiate their 
willingness to accommodate the cost of performing the proper repair.

After all was said and done, the customer picked up the car and had to pay 
almost $2,000 above the deductible to get a proper repair.

We talked about how the insurer cuts corners using aftermarket and used parts, 
and by not following the OEM procedures. We also talked about the option to file 
an “appraisal clause.” The other option would be to take the insurer to small claims 
court and prove your loss on the repair.

I am not licensed to practice law and this information is not meant to be legal 
advice. This is for the sole purpose of informing people of their rights.

Consumers need to know their rights, as they exist in the terms of their contract 
with the insurance company they choose to protect their property. Not all insurance 
companies are the same. They also should choose a body shop that will stand firm 
for thorough, proper repairs that put the emphasis on safety, value and quality of 
repair—none of which should ever be compromised in the name of profiteering.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge.The 
couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has 
been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after 
high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years. 
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by Clyde Whitaker
While reflecting about my column for June, I recalled an incident from my 

senior year at good old Stockbridge High.
I remember it was a snowy day in December and my mother had told me, 

“It’s slippery out today, you should probably take the bus to school." Well, I 
had basketball practice right after school, plus I really was not a fan of riding 

Mother knows best, once again

Clyde Whitaker

the bus.
So, I proceeded to make the short drive from my Munith home to school in my Galaxy 500, 

with my sister Juanita in the front seat and my little brother Jerry in the back seat. We had seat 
belts in cars back in the day, but hardly anyone wore them. That was the case with all of us that 

Clyde's Corner

 “I loved that car,” Clyde Whitaker recalls about his Galaxy 
500. Photo provided by Clyde Whitaker

morning as we made the trek toward school.
Everything was going smoothly until we reached town; then it happened! Turning to go left off of north M-106 to head for the school 

parking lot, I felt the rear end of the car start to spin toward the front of the car. Hmmmm, that wasn’t right! 
As luck would have it, a car was going south on M-106 and coming toward me! So, I had to make a quick decision: proceed with the turn 

and hit the car or steer the car into the raised sidewalk that was sticking up beside the 
Wendell Abbott house.

I chose to hit the raised sidewalk, and hit it I did! Even at the slow speed I was 
going, that collision sounded like a bomb going off. (Mrs. Abbott said later that the 
whole house shook when my car hit that sidewalk.)

My head immediately hit the top half of the windshield, leaving a nice, crushed-
glass head impression. Meanwhile, my brother flew up into my back, while my sister 
yelled “my neck, my neck.” She had hit the windshield as well, but she did not break 
the glass.

I don’t recall anything after that, other than telling them to walk to school, which 
is what I proceeded to do. Obviously in a stunned and concussion state, I left the car 
right there and my siblings sitting in it.

Well, I made it into school and proceeded to wander around the hallways in 
a daze. Shortly after that, a page came over the intercom, “Clyde 
Whitaker report to the office please.” Walking into the office, I saw 
my sister Juanita sitting in a chair with a neck brace on! I immediately 
asked, “What are you doing here?" 

A policeman was there and he proceeded to inspect my head for cuts. 
He thought my sister had driven the car, since she had the neck brace 
on and the windshield had a nice head impression. Oh boy! I had no cut 
marks, just a hard head I guess. 

We all ended up fine, but don’t ask me about basketball practice that 
afternoon. I don’t recall a thing! My poor car was totaled. The I beam 
had a nice V in it, making it undriveable. 

Yes, mothers know best. They always do. I should have taken the 
bus!

Clyde Whitaker is a 1973 Stockbridge graduate. He and his wife, 
Mary, raised four children in Stockbridge, and they still reside in the 
Stockbridge area.
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UTPD Activity April 1-30, 2022
Friday 4/1 - Larceny-Lori Ln./Daymon Dr., 

Lost Property-Donohue Rd./Spears Rd.
Saturday 4/2 - Assist EMS-Celestial Cir./
Meadowpark Dr., Trespassing, Loitering-
Dutton Rd./W. Lakelands Trl., Assist 
UTFD-Joslin Lake Rd./Hadley Rd.
Sunday 4/3 - Personal Injury Accident-Bull 
Run Rd./Wasson Rd., Suspicious Situation-
San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave.
Monday 4/4 - Property Damage Accident-
Dexter Trl./M-36, Assist Other Agency-W. 
M-36/Arnold Rd.
Tuesday 4/5 - Respond to Alarm-Wasson 
Rd./Gregory Rd., Civil Complaint-Barton 
Rd./Spears Rd., Assist Other Agency-Spears 
Rd./Rose Hill Rd.
Thursday 4/7 - Intimidation Threat-Main 
St./Khun St., Assist EMS-Main St./Bullis 
Rd.
Friday 4/8 - Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./E. 
Trebesh Cir., Fall-Dream Catcher/W. M-36, 
Assist EMS-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Assist 
EMS-Parkdale Rd./Crossdale Dr.
Saturday 4/9 - Property Damage 
Accident-Stockbridge St./Cass St., Caller 
in Danger-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd., 
Welfare Check-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd.
Sunday 4/10 - Road Hazard-Barton Rd./W. 
M-36
Monday 4/11 - Welfare Check-Stonehouse 
Dr.M-106, Personal Injury Accident-
Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir.
Thursday 4/14 - Road Hazard-Worden Rd./
Bowdish Rd.
Saturday 4/16 - Suspicious Situation-W. 
M-36/Bullis Rd.

Sunday 4/17 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle 
Ct., Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/
Howlett Rd.
Monday 4/18 - Juvenile Complaint-M-36/
Dexter Trl., Sick Person-Spears Rd./Donohue 
Rd.
Tuesday 4/19 - Domestic Physical-San Luray 
Dr./San Marino Ave., Fall- Williamsville Rd./
Holmes Rd.
Wednesday 4/20 - Property Damage 
Accident-Main St./Kuhn St., Suspicious 
Situation-Celestial Cir./Meadowbrook Dr.
Thursday 4/21 - Assist Other Agency-Honey 
Comb Ct./Vincent Dr., Respond to Alarm-
Donohue Rd./Spears Rd., Assist EMS-M-36/
Bradley
Friday 4/22 - Physical Domestic-San Luray 
Dr./San Marino Ave.
Saturday 4/23 - Assist EMS-Spears Rd./
Donohue Rd., Assist EMS-Hadley Rd./Kaiser 
Rd., Parking Complaints-Mc Gaugh Ct./
Williamsville Rd.
Sunday 4/24 - Assist UTFD-M-36/Dutton 
Rd., Assist Village of Pinckney Police Dept.-
Honey Comb Ct./Vincent Dr.
Monday 4/25 - Larceny-Main St./Dewey St., 
Assist EMS-Barton Rd./Spears Rd., Welfare 
Check-W. M-36/Dream Catcher
Wednesday 4/27 - Parking Complaints-
McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr., Assist EMS-
Barton Rd./Spears Rd., Animal Complaint-
Park Dr./Woodside Dr.
Thursday 4/28 - Animal Complaint-Park Dr./
Woodside Dr., Assist Other Agency-M-106/
Worden Rd., Road Hazard-Dutton Rd./M-106
Saturday 4/30 - Assist EMS-Donohue Rd./
Spears Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 26 April 2022 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:02 p.m.
Present: Lance, McAlister, Kitley, Walz. Absent: Morency. Also 
present: 6 residents, Deputy Jim Moore and Jackson County 
Sheriff Gary Schuette. 
Public Comment: Sharon Houck said a prayer for the Township, 
fire personnel and police personnel. Bill Richardson spoke of 
Bill #429 giving more control to state and less to Townships 
regarding gravel pits. The people that he spoke with said that 
the bill will most likely not be voted on until November. 
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from Walz 
to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/all; no/none. 
Absent: Morency. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with 
support from McAlister to pay Post Audit bills in the amount of 
$8,558.14. Roll call vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance. 
No/none. Absent: Morency. Motion carried. Deputy Moore gave 
a police report for March: Dispatched complaints=37 calls for 
service, 14 traffic stops, 9 citations. There was 1 misdemeanor 
arrest and 1 arrest for operating vehicle while intoxicated. He 
investigated 2 injury and 1 property damage traffic crashes. 
The Sheriff’s Office responded to 9 calls for service and the 
Michigan State Police 13. 
Correspondence: None 
Old Business: None 
New Business:
Parks & Recreation: Walz reported that they had a group of 
scouts picking up trash/leaves at the cemeteries the Township 
owns and at the park in Munith and planted 3 trees that were 
donated by Pathways Landscape. Walz and other representatives 
from the Parks and Rec Committee attended the Jackson 
County Parks meeting in Jackson. The water garden here at the 
Township will be planted soon. Walz is also planning for the 
new sign to put on the park pavilion. 
Planning Commission: Cynthia Richardson said at the meeting 
they reviewed and incorporated input from the attorney on 
Sections 11.22-Adult Entertainment Businesses, approved the 
changes to the Noise Ordinance added by our attorney and 
completed several items on the Items to Review List. They 
started discussion on Article 9 (Zoning Districts, Regulations, 
and Map). 
Noise Ordinance: Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to approve the Noise Ordinance # 22-04-26-1. Roll call vote: 
Yes/Walz, Kitley, Lance, McAlister. No/none. Absent: Morency. 
Motion carried. 
Jail Millage: Jackson County Sheriff Gary Schutte gave a 
presentation on the physical condition of the Jail in Jackson on 
Wesley Street. It was built in 1952 and plumbing and electrical 
is in very bad shape. They are proposing a move of everything 
to the Chanter Road facility which already is set up with a 

kitchen, laundry facility, nurse, etc. They would have to add 
on. The current facility on Wesley Street can house up to 185 
inmates. Pictures of the facility are available at the Township. 
The last jail millage was in 2002. A millage will be on the 
November ballot, but the amount has not yet been determined. 
That information will be available soon. He may be back to 
do another presentation before November. Deputy Jim Moore 
verified that all of the information presented has been that way 
since he began his career with Jackson County. It is in great need 
of change. Charity Steere said they do well in spite of the issues 
with the building.
Mowing Bids: Mowing bids were submitted by Pathways 
Landscape, Greenshades Lawncare, JR3 Services, CJ’s 
Lawncare, and Carson Services, LLC. After discussion, 
McAlister motioned with support from Walz to accept the 
bid from Greenshades in the amount of $235 per mow which 
includes all properties. Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, Lance, 
McAlister, Walz. No/none. Absent: Morency. Motion carried.
Credit Card: Walz stated that the Point and Pay Credit Card 
one-time fee of $2,000 is charged to use the account to accept 
payment for taxes and building permits. The cost is 3% to 
residents when they use the card payment. We will use the 
$2,000 one-time payment to use the card service company.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: Thursday night 
May 26th, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. was set as the time for the Budget 
Planning Workshop. 
Public Comment: Richardson spoke approving improvements 
to the Clear Lake County Park and asked if a day could be 
assigned to get help to go there and do a cleanup. He also asked 
if flags could be put in Waterloo Village this spring. He will be 
scheduling a date for the introduction to what we would like 
our website to look like and instructions on adding new items to 
website as they occur.
Public Comment: Katherine Upton thanked Wendy Walz for her 
work on improving the Clear Lake County Park. Sharon Houck 
thanked Sheriff Schutte for sharing the information regarding 
the Jackson County Jail. She also commented on the newly 
refinished floor and how great looks. Cynthia Richardson asked 
that the Short-Term Rental Ordinance be made more public. 
Walz mentioned that the Grit and Gravel Bike Ride will take 
place this Saturday, April 30th in the Township.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 8:10 p.m. 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be Tuesday, May 
17, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. The next regular board meeting will 
be on May 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Budget Workshop will be 
May 26, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, on 
our website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES May 16, 2022
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on May 
16, 2022 at 7:34pm at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall. Members present at the 
Stockbridge Township Regular Board 
Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk 
Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board regular meeting agenda 
as printed with the addon in new business 
Pump Track Wetherell Second all In Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board meeting minutes from 
April 18, 2022 as printed Wetherell Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2022 to May 16, 2022 
Wireman Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Old Business
Unadilla Township will be joining 
Stockbridge Township on September 17, 
2022 from 10am to 2pm at 1009 S Clinton 
(behind the SAESA building) 

Lantis is looking to an Awning for the 
Stockbridge Senior Center
Sommer is still looking into dedication 
plaque for the benches on the Stockbridge 
Township Square
New Business
DDA Chair Geri Uihlein presented the idea 
of a pump track at Veterans Park 
Sommer will continue to look into 
replacing trees on the square
Muraf motion to raise the Stockbridge 
Township Mechanical and Plumbing 
inspector pay by $5.00 per inspection 
Wireman Second Roll Call Vote Sommer 
Yes, Muraf Yes, Wetherell Yes, Wireman 
Yes, Lantis Yes. All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Muraf motion to pass the Stockbridge 
Township Resolution No. 1-2022 
Resolution Approving the Draft Master 
Plan for Distribution Wetherell Second 
Roll call Vote Wetherell Yes, Wireman Yes, 
Sommer Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes. All in 
Favor Motion Passed 
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 
Township Board monthly bills in the 
amount of $33,113.95 Wireman Second All 
in favor Motion Carried 
Citizen’s Comment Discussion
Lantis adjourned the Stockbridge township 
Board Regular meeting at 8:25PM Sommer 
Second All in Favor Meeting Adjourned 

Becky Muraf 
Stockbridge Township Clerk 

Every second and fourth Thursday – Waterloo Needlework Club, 10 a.m., at the Munith United 
Methodist Church
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – Prepared Meals for Seniors through Stockbridge Area 
Senior Center, noon to 2 p.m. at the Stockbridge Township Hall
Every Wednesday – Pop-up food distribution for anyone in need, 1 to 3 p.m. at Stockbridge 
Community Outreach
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages up to 5), 10 to 10:30 a.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
June 1 – Summer Reading Challenge Begins. Contact Stockbridge Library for details: 517-851-7810
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – Coffee Chat (Teens and Adults), 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
June 4 – Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet (Free), 10 a.m. to noon at GCC
June 5 – HERPS! Michigan's Amphibians and Reptiles, 2 to 3 p.m. at Eddy Discovery Center
June 6, 13, 20, 27 – Drop-in LEGO Challenge (Ages 8 and up), 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
June 10, 24 – Keep Calm and Carry Yarn (Teens and Adults), 1 to 2 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
June 12 – Edible Plants Foraging Walk, 2 to 3 p.m. at Eddy Discovery Center
June 13 – Stockbridge Community Outreach's Fresh Food Distribution, 4 to 5 p.m. at Jeruel Baptist 
Church
June 15 – Stockbridge Senior Center Book Discussion (Teens and Adults), 7 to 8 p.m. at Stockbridge 
Library
June 16, 23, 30 – Drop-in Possibilities Lab (Ages 8 and up), 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
June 16 – Third Thursday Book Discussion Group (Teens and Adults), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
June 17, 18 – Annual A Day in the Village. Activities around Stockbridge. See ads on page 10 and 28.
June 21 – Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet (Free), 5 to 7 p.m. at GCC
June 22, 29 – Wednesday Wonders (All Ages), 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
June 24 – Tie-dye at the Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. Bring cotton items to tie-die.
June 24 – Dinner at the Stockbridge Presbyterian Church, 5 to 7 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church
June 24, 25, 26 – All's Well in Rosewell performed by Town Hall Players - Youth at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall.
June 24, 25, 26 – Family Carnival in Stockbridge. Hosted by Legion Post 510. Fri: 2–11 p.m., Sat: 
noon–11 p.m., Sun: noon–7 p.m. 
June 27 – Stockbridge Area Arts Council Meeting, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Activity 
Center
For more community events visit: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email submissions to 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Community Calendar
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Rainwater now makes 
Community Gardens grow

by Judy Williams
One man took a drop of ingenuity, a sprinkling of 

donated items and a small shower of cash to help the 
Stockbridge Community Gardens grow.

Merelyn Snider created a system to recapture 
rainwater for watering the garden plots. Thanks to his 
work, gardeners no longer have the chore of carrying 
water to the site. Mother Nature's rainfall will do the 
job instead.

"Some people thought I was crazy and the plan 
would never work," Snider said with pride. "My wife 
Kathy helped me finish up on Saturday, May 14. We 

A garden plot planted and ready for the growing 
season. Photos provided by Judy Williams

Merelyn Snider proudly shows off his rainwater 
collection system.

finished about two minutes before the deluge of rain and hail hit."
Snider used donated and repurposed items, plus about $80 worth of hardware to construct the watering system. 
One person donated old gutters and another old boards from a deck. The collection tub came from a local company named No Drought 

About It, and the tarp and other items were purchased with the $80. 
Snider only needed about two weeks to design and build the system.
"I had a little bit of help on the climbing part," the 81-year-young Snider said. "Some people think that I’m too old to climb ladders."
Snider's design has tarps covering the roof of a storage trailer with a 6-inch raise on the north side in order to divert the rainwater to the 

eaves and downspouts on the south side. The downspout tubing leads to the 375-gallon retention tub. Snider estimates the system will collect 
about 200 gallons of water per inch of rain.

     Now, thanks to Snider's creativity, gardening at the Stockbridge Community Gardens just became a lot easier. Says Snider, "There are 
still available garden plots. Plant one row for your use and a second for the deer!" Those interested in an available garden plot can email Snider at 
pstrsnider@yahoo.com. 
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A glance in the rearview mirror 
June 1922—Spit ball barred. Divorce ring is the 
latest. Tooth pulled to toot flute.

by Mary Jo David
The following news excerpts are from June 1922 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. These are mostly reproduced in the 
original, without edits or corrections. Visit the Stockbridge Library to view electronic copies of old local news 
publications dating back to 1883.

Spit Ball Barred: At a recent meeting of the Tri-County League Directors it was voted to bar the spit ball 
from use in the league games. This decision seems to meet with satisfaction all around according to reports. 
–6/1/1922

Help for the Housekeeper: The meats from prune pits may be ground and used to add flavor and richness 
to cake fillings…Popped corn painted with a brush and delicate colors of vegetable coloring may be used on a 
frosted cake as a decoration. –6/8/1922

Fine Points in English: The man had just informed the Pullman agent that he wanted a Pullman berth [on 
the train]. “Upper or lower?” asked the agent. “What’s the difference?” asked the man. “A difference of fifty 
cents in this case…The lower is higher than the upper. The higher price is for the lower. If you want it lower, 
you’ll have to go higher. We sell the upper lower than the lower. In other words, the higher the lower…” 
–6/8/1922

“Divorce Ring” the Latest: …the one who by the sanction of the courts has resigned her job as wife, 
makes known to all the world her renewed state of single blessedness. For the grass widow of today has just 
adopted the latest of fads, the “divorce ring.” The jeweled symbol of severance of the marital tie…is made of 
gold or platinum on which is mounted a broken Cupid’s bow at the end of which is set a jewel to represent a 
divorce… –6/15/1922

Woman Sheriff Heads All Raids: Bad Axe, Mich.—For the first time in the history of Michigan, and as 
far as is known in the United States, a woman has been appointed as county sheriff, and has been given full 
charge of the male deputies in the county. And this woman, Mrs. Lula McAuley, is no novice at the job either, 
for she succeeds her husband, Donald McAuley, for many years the Huron County sheriff… –6/22/1922

The United States court at Grand Rapids last week rendered a decision upholding the searching of autos 
by officers without the necessity of having a warrant. This will aid very materially in the enforcement of the 
dry law in Michigan. –6/29/1922
LOCAL/PERSONAL—June 1, 1922 edition: 
• Stockbridge vs. Williamston: A large crowd witnessed Stockbridge defeat Williamston here, Decoration Day, 
by a score of 11 to 1. Moffat’s catch in the 7th was easily the star play of the day. Neiman was feeling cross 
and grouchy which accounts for his 4 hits out of 4 times at bat. Gate receipts were $212.
• Miss Audrey Westfall left last Saturday for Marion, Ind., to try out with the “Million Dollar Dolls” company. 
We hear that she made good and sings one leading part, also sings in the chorus.
• Gregory: Monday being “Skip” day for the Chelsea Seniors, the Unadilla girls Miss Dorothy Hadley, Lucille 
Barnum, May Cranna, and Mabel Ellsworth, skipped with Emmet Hadley to Whitmore Lake where they met 
the rest of the “skippers.”
LOCAL/PERSONAL—June 8, 1922 edition: 
• South Iosco: Burney Roberts and Walter Kent enjoyed a good swim Sunday p.m.
LOCAL/PERSONAL—June 15, 1922 edition: 
• Eleven Detroit men recently paid fines at Howell, amounting to from $10 to $25 for catching blue gills out 
of season. The largest fine was paid for keeping fish about three or four inches in length.
• Seven cans of large mouth bass were planted in Nichols and Jones Lakes Tuesday by W.T. Ostrander. The fry 
were sent here by the State Department upon request of Wilbur Ostrander.
INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
June 1, 1922 edition:
• Cairo the Wonder City. The stamp of the outside world and of the Twentieth century on Egypt is to be 
seen chiefly in Cairo…a living kaleidoscope, with its gleaming and drab human fragments…. White-robed 
Bedouin, Ill-clad fellah, shiny-black Soudanese and central African negro, swarthy Turk, Persian, Hindu, 
Mongolian, dusky Moor, Italian, Greek, Jew, Armenian, and the whiter folk from Europe, America, and 
the antipodes—all are jumbled together in Cairo, their various tongues making a babel that can hardly be 
duplicated at any other spot on earth.
• Notwithstanding fast motor boats that are being used on the Detroit River to prevent the smuggling in of 
beer, something like 3,000 cases a week are being shipped alone from Sandwich, opposite Detroit, every 
week. It is 9 per cent brew, and keeps two border breweries busy filling orders.
June 8, 1922 edition:
• Pulls Tooth To Toot Flute: Philadelphia—A real martyr to music has been brought to light by Miss Winnetta 
L. Stack who told of one small boy who confided that his life’s ambition was to play the flute. The teacher 
struggled in vain to teach, but his lips would not pucker right. “Joe, I guess you will never learn…because 
of the way that front tooth has grown. It is in the way,” she said finally. A few days later, the lad’s mother 
returned home to find her son’s face bloody but shining with triumph. He had borrowed pliers and had pulled 
the tooth.
June 15, 1922 edition:
• Windbreaks Prove Popular: The planting of windbreaks, which was started in Minnesota as an extension 
project in co-operation with the state forest department, has proven, in a little over a year, to be a very popular 
undertaking wherever it has been taken up. Demonstrations of windbreaks have been established under the 
direction of forestry experts, and trees have been furnished by the forest experiment station in Cloquet.



June 2022 11

TOWNSHIP OF WATERLOO
COUNTY OF JACKSON, MICHIGAN

NOISE ORDINANCE
Ordinance No. 22-04-26-1

At a meeting of the Township Board of Waterloo Township, Jackson County, Michigan, held at the 
Waterloo Township Hall on April 26, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., Township Board Member Lance moved 
to adopt the following Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Township Board Member 
McAlister:

An Ordinance to secure the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of 
Waterloo Township, Jackson County, Michigan, by the regulation and prohibition of certain 
noise within the Township, the exemption of certain noise from the Ordinance prohibitions, 
the designation of civil infractions and civil penalties for violations of the Ordinance, and 
the repeal and replacement of any other inconsistent ordinances, including but not limited to 
Waterloo Township Ordinance No. 93-09-21-5. 

WATERLOO TOWNSHIP, JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:
SECTION 1: PURPOSE. The intent of this Ordinance is to provide Waterloo Township with an 
enforceable noise ordinance that allows residents and visitors to be free from noise that would 
offend a reasonable person of normal sensitivities and disrupt the reasonable conduct of basic 
human activities.
Full copy of this ordinance is available at the Waterloo Township office.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

Another first was 
a plant sale, with all 
the plants donated by 
people in the local 
community. Benches 
and shelves were filled 
with irises, raspberries, 
succulents, daffodils, 
lilies and more. Children 
were invited to plant 
their own baby grape 
hyacinth plant in bright 
purple cups. Rental of 
these vendor booths, the 

Waterloo Farm page 3

The Waterloo Farm Museum is open for weekend tours on Fridays 
and Saturdays from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Photo credit 
James Clark-Swalla, DigitalCrumbs Photography

plant sale, gift shop sales, concessions, and a chain saw raffle helped to raise 
money for the nonprofit museum. The museum will use the money to help 
fund restoration and repairs, future events, and the popular school program. 

The museum opens for weekend tours on Fridays and Saturdays from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. The museum and its programs are entirely 
volunteer run, and the organization is always seeking new faces to help share 
our local history. Watch for the next event, Blacksmiths, Soldiers, and Log 
Cabin Weekend on June 25 and June 26 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Find us on 
Facebook and at http://waterloofarmmuseum.org for the most up-to-date 
information.

Additional photos available on our website, www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com.
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Bridge to Wellness

In June, use the MyPlate method to build a healthy and balanced diet
by Sophia Speroff, MPH, RD
The MyPlate method helps ensure you are consuming the appropriate amount of nutrients needed to fuel your body to become a 

healthier version of yourself. The goal of this method is to consume a variety of foods while eating a balanced diet. It may be helpful 
to utilize a health app or fitness tracker to aid in tracking what you consume. However, if tracking food is not for you, keeping this Sophia Speroff, MPH, RDplate in mind when eating can be a useful way toward a healthy diet.

Fill up on vegetables & fruit — one-half plate     
Be creative and eat a variety of colors of fruits and vegetables. Try adding another vegetable to your sandwich. Try making half your plate fruits and 

vegetables at each meal. Potatoes and french fries don’t count. 
Make half your grains whole — one-quarter plate      
Focus on eating whole grains like whole-wheat bread, whole-grain pasta, and brown rice, rather than 

refined grains such as white rice/flour/bread, cakes and cookies. 
Healthy protein — one-quarter plate    
Mix it up and try some fish, poultry, beans, eggs and nuts. Limit red meat and avoid bacon, cold cuts, 

and other processed meats. Try fish or seafood twice a week like fish tacos or salmon. Protein helps build 
muscle and creates a feeling of fullness. 

Healthy plant oils — in moderation   
Use healthy oils, like olive and canola oil, for cooking and on salads. Limit butter and avoid trans-fat. 
Choose drinks and food with less added sugars, saturated fat and sodium
Try water or sparkling water with a squeeze of fruit for a splash of flavor. Choose packaged foods with 

100% juice that have no added sugars. In place of higher saturated fat foods, try foods like nuts, seeds 
and fish, which are high in unsaturated fat. Choose foods with less sodium by checking the nutrition facts 
label.

Reflect on your current eating routine. Pick one or two ways you can switch to choices today that add 
rich nutrients to your body. A healthy eating routine can boost your health now and in the coming years.
Sources:
• Start Simple With MyPlate Today (dietaryguidelines.gov)
• MyPlate | U.S. Department of Agriculture
• Healthy Eating Plate | The Nutrition Source | Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health
• MyPlate Your Way | Vanderbilt Faculty & Staff Health and Wellness 

The Healthy Eating Plate. Image source: hsph.
harvard.edu/nutritionsource/healthy-eating-plate/

(vumc.org)
This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area 

Wellness Coalition. Sophia Speroff is a registered 
dietitian (RD) of 10 years with her master’s in public 
health, currently working at St Joseph Mercy Hospital 
in Chelsea as a community RD. She has an athletic and 

competitive side, staying active training for triathlons and half marathons. 
In her free time, Sophia likes to hike, folk dance and garden.
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM
For some families, a trip is no fun if the four-legged members of the family can’t come along. 

However, traveling can be highly stressful, both for you and your pets. If you’re planning to take a trip 
with pets, we have some tips to help ensure a safe and comfortable journey for everyone.

Taking the time to prepare for your journey can relieve a lot of stress on your pets and yourself. It's 
a very good time to ensure each pet has a well-fitted collar, tags with names and phone numbers, or 

Traveling in safety and comfort with your pets 

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

even better, a microchip. 
A well-ventilated crate or carrier is a great way to keep pets safe while on road trips. Place it in 

a secure spot that will not allow for shifting or sliding in the event of an abrupt stop. If you opt to 
not use a crate, keeping pets in the back seat and secured with a harness attached to the belt buckle 
is a great option. 

Taking a few familiar items (toys, treats, etc.) also will help your pets feel more comfortable 
and less homesick. Make sure you bring plenty of water to keep your pets hydrated, but avoid 
feeding them in the moving vehicle, as it could cause stomach upset.

The most important part of traveling by vehicle with your pets is making sure they're not left 
unattended in the car, as it can get incredibly hot or cold in a few short minutes. Pay attention to 
the weather forecast and plan accordingly. Make sure your hotel or lodging is pet-friendly and 
bring your pets' crates along and be sure they're comfortable staying alone if needed.

In preparation you may want to have your pets seen by your veterinarian to get a clean bill of 
Taking the time to prepare 
for your trip can relieve a lot 
of stress on your pets and 
yourself. Photo credit Ja San 
Miguel, Unsplash.com

health, updated vaccines and a health certificates to carry with you. This also is a great time to discuss travel anxiety or any 
other travel concerns that you may have for your 
pets.

Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU 
Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 
years. 
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Brian Friddle

Hello Stockbridge Families,
Throughout the 2021/2022 school year, we spent the majority of our time focusing on re-engagement. We worked on getting the 

school setting back to normal. This was extremely challenging, as COVID required us to do many things outside of the norm. We 
started moving toward normalcy in the fall, but it took until January to begin to see significant movement. In March, we began to see 
a change in the building, and by springtime, classroom interaction, sports, and field trips were scheduled and conducted much as we 

have in the past. 
One thing we are seeing due to the last two years is a significant increase in unwanted behavior and interactions of 

students. We know there is a need for more structure and more skill development in the area of social interaction. We 
also see the need to help students continue to develop study skills and good academic habits to make up for lost time. 
Over the last two years, many students have developed different habits and many of these are not compatible with 
their academic success. We see a need to establish and develop good habits that will allow students to be healthy and 
successful in their learning development.

I believe that screen time is a significant part of the distraction from academic success and engagement in life in 
general. As a result, we will encourage students to be more involved in various activities in the 2022-2023 school year. 
Please talk with your student/s about participating in one or more activities as they return to school in the fall. All 
students could benefit from activities that provide structured engagement, social interaction, new vocabulary, physical 
movement, and the opportunity to build relationships with others. We believe that this will be a major step forward 
in addressing the culture and climate throughout the district. The one consistent memory that I hear about from those 
who just graduated is the relationships they developed during their extracurricular activities at school. 

I believe that having students get involved in extracurricular activities will help them to continue to develop and 
bring back a greater sense of normalcy. This will hopefully help make up for some of the interactions that have been 
lost over the last few years. I do not see this involvement taking away from their academics, but helping to advance 
them through structure and a higher level of engagement.

Brian Friddle
Superintendent of Schools

Stockbridge schools encouraging more extracurricular involvement
From the superintendent's desk 

Timber Trace Golf Club’s new owners 
have strong Stockbridge connections

by Joan Tucker
Clif McLellan, a former Stockbridge 

resident, is now the director and new owner 
along with other investors of the Timber Trace 
Golf Club in Pinckney. 

Moving to the Putman Meadows 
community five years ago, McLellan golfed 
weekly at Timber Trace with friends and 
family. During that time, he found the 
course began to go downhill, which became 
disheartening for him and other players. 

When the course went up for sale 
recently, McLellan, a hardworking man of 
multiple interests, saw a challenge and an 
opportunity. With his passion for golf and 
careful deliberation, McLellan sought advice 
and investors. Purchased on March 10, 2022, 
Timber Trace is now getting the much-needed 

The Stockbridge Connection at Timber Trace. 
Pictured L to R: Spencer and Clif McLellan, Mike 
Daily, Joey Pena, Mike Reed, and Phillip McLellan. 
Photo credit Veth McLellan

care and update it deserves, as evidenced by a consistently full parking lot and steady stream of 
activity at the Pro Shop.

The “Stockbridge Connection," as McLellan calls it, consists of exceptional employees (Mike 
Daily, Joey Pena, Korbin Ransom, Dwight Crow, Spencer McLellan and Phillip McLellan) who 
have grown up in Stockbridge and/or currently reside there.

Mike Daily, the superintendent of the greens, is key to Timber Trace’s success. Highly 
respected, Daily comes with more than 30 years of experience in turf management and golf course 
construction. Among his many talents, he specializes in course rehabilitation.

See Timber Trace on page 28.
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Published in Uncaged, May 2022

Raise your voice: It's time to step up
As seniors leave, new leadership roles emerge

by Kaitelyn Walker, Uncaged Editor-in-Chief
I was not always a leader. This is ironic considering the number of leadership 

roles I have held throughout my school: editor-in-chief of the school newspaper, 
class president, student council officer, team captain. My junior year cross country 
season changed my perspective on what it means to be a leader. A leader isn't bound 
by one definition. Leadership isn't a trait one is born with but rather a mindset 
created by an individual. Great leaders take all their negative experiences and 
setbacks and use them to grow and guide others that are true leaders. I may never 
have realized this truth if my junior year of cross country hadn't gone the way it did.

Before junior year even started, I was hurt and I couldn't run. The prior season I surprised myself and ran very strong. I expected to have 
another great season, so naturally, I was devastated when it did not turn out the way I imagined. It was hard watching the sport I loved for 
almost ten years turn into something that hurt me and frustrated me. I spent many sleepless nights and tiring days frustrated and upset with 
myself and my performances. One day I even threw my shoes, my watch, my old bibs, and all of my cross country shirts into a garbage bag 
because I was ready to quit.

Except I couldn't just quit. I refused to let this uncontrollable setback get the best of me. All I could do was focus on something I could 
better control: being a leader. I focused on growing myself and finding ways to help 
my team stay positive. I read articles about nutrition, annotated a book by a former 
Olympian about improving my mental game, spoke with a teammate's parent who 
ran in college, had many long conversations with my coach, and practiced, focusing 
on the task at hand. Having to take a step back and not focused on the times I was 
running in my races was difficult. I hated not performing as well as I wanted. I had 
to accept this moment and that I couldn't change the past, but I still had a future that 
I could determine the outcome of. Once I finally relieved some of this pressure, I 
started to improve, and my team did too. We had unexpectedly lost 
our coach that season, so we were lost at first. Stepping up to help lead 
was what was needed for the team to succeed again. Being forced to 
rediscover my why in cross country allowed me to redefine myself.

My performances don't define me anymore. I care more about being 
the best person and leader possible. Although I didn't reach my goals 
with my performance, I took something very important away from the 
season: being a leader isn't about who runs the fastest or is the best. 
It is who can prevail in the face of adversities and focus on bettering 
the whole. I have insight and experiences that I could share with those 
younger than me. Teammates, bandmates, and friends look up to me. I 
used this experience to be the role model I would want to have. I have 
learned how to regulate my emotions, to appear calm and collected. My 
emotions and mood can set the entire tone of a practice.

Leaders are needed, they provide an example of how to act. Stepping 
up to a leadership role can be incredibly fulfilling along with bringing 
the much-needed leadership in the school. As the year winds down and 
the seniors leave, new leaders must step up to fill the spaces left.

This article is being published as-is from the original, which 
was published in the May 2022 edition of Uncaged, the student-run 
independent student news of Stockbridge High School. For more 
information about Stockbridge’s award-winning student newspaper, go 
to https://uncagednews.com.

Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge 
Area Educational Foundation. SAEF is currently looking 
for new board members. For more information on SAEF 
visit www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef.
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'This I Believe'
For the past several years, Stockbridge High School and the Stockbridge Friends of the Library have collaborated to offer an essay-writing contest in 

order to engage Stockbridge High School students in an exploration of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held twice a year, the contest is based on 
NPR’s four-year-running and now defunct “This I Believe” program. 

Winners of the semiannual “This I Believe” contest are in, and there is a third-place tie between Xavier Curtis and Isabella Eccleton. The second-place 
winner is Clare Beutler. The first-place winner would like to remain anonymous, but we are happy to still be able to publish their essay. 

SCN is pleased to publish the first-place winner's essay below as SCN’s monthly student-written column. Be sure to check out April's issue for the third-
place winning essays, and last month's issue for the second-place winning essay.

First-place winning essay
I'm frozen; I can't move. I stare at the floor trying to block out the yelling. My dad was mad because the dog had an accident in the house. This triggered 

him and I'm assuming he felt like he needed to blame it on someone else, which he did and that was me and my brother. I was confused and upset but 
mostly I just didn’t know what to feel. He had never lost his temper like this before and it scared me. I’m leaning against my door frame and I feel a pit in 
my stomach and suddenly I feel it all, mostly the anger. I bottle it up and look at my brother across the room, his eyes fixed at the floor. After my Father 
leaves the room I run to my brother, eyes filled with tears and snot running down my nose asking him to call my sister to come pick us up, struggling to 
finish the sentence. We quietly pack our bags and sit in silence until my sister arrives and we hear a knock on the door. I felt uneasy walking down the 
stairs, I saw my dad confused and my sister calmly but snappily explaining it to him why we were leaving as we were walking out the door. His face 
grew red then I swear I saw steam coming out of his ears, but he was holding back, for the most part, but still slipping a few snarky remarks. Then he said 
something about my mom and I let my emotions get a hold of me and I just let it go, I yelled and screamed how I felt about him, and I wasn’t holding back. 
It wasn't well put together or thought out at all but I knew that I couldn't stop after I started, I just needed to get it all out. I had never done this before, I had 
never bottled up my emotions until it exploded letting them all out. Just like him. 

 I get into the car sobbing talking things out with my sister and brother, calming me down a bit. The rest of the car ride home was silent besides a few 
words from my sister and some short worded answers. On the other hand my mind was the opposite of silent; I couldn’t stop thinking about what happened 
and how he got so mad over such a small thing. 

I was a very fortunate child and didn't have many bad things happen to me or at least none that I could remember so I never really knew how to handle 
my emotions in these situations. It was stressful and overwhelming and I didnt know how to feel or act. I now saw my dad differently and that freaked me 
out. Looking back at past memories with my dad noticing how I viewed them differently and I can now tell that his anger was a regular thing and I had just 
blown it off. To be fair I was young and denied the fact that my fun, loveable dad wasn't all that perfect and in fact had some pretty big flaws. 

 Looking back at this memory I realize that 9 year old me needed that, I needed to let all of my emotions burst out and I needed to see my dad for who 
he really was. If it wasn't for this, I would probably have a really unhealthy and toxic relationship with my father and would’ve not learned how to handle 
my emotions or how to stand up for myself. To this I would give the advice to learn from your past, not to run from it or ignore it but to accept it and to 
grow from it and be a better person because of it. 

The belief of learning from your past is one of the most important and teaches you many life lessons. This belief I think would be beneficial to many 
because it teaches you to accept your past and to grow from it. Also, It can teach you to find the solution to any problem or situation within yourself and or 
your past. You can do this by looking back and trying to find something similar to the predicament you are in and then you can try and avoid the situation 
in general with the knowledge you have already. 

This is a very common habit yet many people don't know they can use it for important life decisions. Learning from your past can mean something as 
normal as not putting a fork into the toaster because last time it shocked you. If this is such a normal habit to do then why don't people take advantage of 
this for their benefit. Doing this can not only prevent you from making a horrible decision or going into something blindly but could also change your life 
for the better. 

If many people started doing this, society would be very productive and wouldn’t make as many mistakes. This is because everyone would learn their 
lesson the first time around and that would prevent future mistakes. Many people struggle with similar problems and don't even realize it, but what if you 
did and you mastered how to handle those situations. You would be able to go farther in life and reach those goals you have always wanted to reach. This is 
why I believe in learning from your past. 
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Drew Philipp brings the heat for 
the Panthers. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The varsity baseball team had an up and 

down couple of weeks and sees its record 
sitting at 11-10-1 overall after a doubleheader 
split with Lansing Christian May 9.

The Panthers took a 5-2 lead in the opener, 
but the Pilgrims rallied for two in the fifth 
and three in the sixth to take the game 7-5.

Dalton Satkowiak had a double and RBI, 
while Zach Fletcher added a single and RBI. 
Ashton Knoll and Dakoda Whitaker had a hit 
and run scored each.

Stockbridge bats boomed in the second 
game as the Panthers collected 14 hits and 

took the nightcap 14-10.
Drew Philipp had a huge game with three hits, five RBIs, and three runs 

scored. Fletcher finished with three hits and an RBI and Knoll three hits and 
four runs scored. Ty Andrews added two hits and two runs scored and Collin 
Cook two hits and an RBI. Cook earned the win on the mound with six 
strikeouts.

The Panthers took two of three games from Lakewood May 2 and May 5. 
They split the opening doubleheader by winning 6-2 and falling 11-1.

Philipp struck out 12 and tossed a 2-hitter in the opener for the complete-
game win for Stockbridge.

Knoll, Drew Robinson, Philipp, Fletcher, Satkowiak, and Jack McLennan 
each had a hit and RBI for the Panthers.

Stockbridge struggled in the nightcap with just two hits and the Vikings 
scored in every inning to hand the Panthers the loss. 

See Baseball on page 19. 

Panthers baseball team hit by inconsistent play 
for several weeks, record falls to 11-10-1

Sidney Gipe signs to run at University of Mobile

Sidney Gipe signed a national letter of intent 
to run at the University of Mobile. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Congratulations to Stockbridge 

senior Sidney Gipe for signing 
a national letter of intent to run 
track and field at the University 
of Mobile in Alabama. She is a 
four-year track and cross-country 
runner for the Panthers. Sidney 
will be pursuing a degree in marine 
biology and hopes to get a job in 
marine rescue and rehabilitation 
on the Gulf Coast. Her parents are 
Steve and Leisa Gipe.

Young Panthers soccer team struggling but 
playing hard in a rebuilding season 

Adriana Adkins (26) and Krista Culver (34) 
try to work the ball upfield for the Panthers. 
Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
After graduating eight seniors 

from last year’s squad, the 
Stockbridge girls soccer team is 
going through a rough rebuilding 
year.

The Panthers are still looking 
for their first win of the season with 
just a few games left.

Stockbridge has struggled on 
both sides of the ball in a lot of 
the contests. The team's record is 
sitting at 0-15-1 on the season with 
the lone tie being a scoreless draw 

with Maple Valley.
Since the Panthers scored three goals in each of the first two games of the 

season, it has been a struggle to find the net for the young Panthers. 
While it has been a rough season, the Lady Panthers have continued to 

play hard and still have a chance to break through in the next week to pick 
up that elusive first win of the year.

Streaking Panthers softball team wins eight of 
nine games to improve to 15-9 

McKenzie Noble slides into third for 
Stockbridge. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
After a slow start to the season, the 

young Stockbridge softball team has 
turned things around by winning eight of 
its last nine games and 12 of its last 14 to 
improve to 15-9 overall on the season.

The Panthers have climbed up in the 
GLAC standings by winning their last six 
conference games.

They swept Lakewood in three straight 
May 2 and May 5.

Stockbridge took the opener 8-1 behind 
a 13-strikeout performance by Bailey 
Bartrum. She also led the offense with 
three hits and two RBIs.

McKenzie Noble had three hits and 
scored four runs, Joslynn Caskey two hits 

and three RBIs, Jessica Sparks two hits, and Rylee Recchy a hit and two RBIs.
The Panthers finished the doubleheader sweep with a 10-3 win.
Caskey picked up a pair of hits and two RBIs, while Makayla Surline had two hits and 

an RBI. Noble and Hailey Gauss each had a hit and RBI, and Melanie Satkowiak a hit and 
two runs scored. Bartrum struck out eight for the win.

An Ashlee Grumelot walk-off single in the bottom of the seventh gave the Panthers the 
series sweep of Lakewood with an 8-7 win.

Lakewood tied the game with a pair of runs in the seventh, but Grumelot came through 
with the game-winner to lift the Panthers to the win.

Bartrum had a pair of hits and an RBI, while Surline had two hits and a run scored. 
Grumelot finished with a hit and two RBIs, Noble and Arianna Place a hit and run scored 
each and Sparks a hit and RBI. Bartrum picked up the win with 11 strikeouts.

The Panthers took three from Maple Valley April 25 and April 28 behind the amazing 
pitching effort of Bartrum. Stockbridge opened with a 15-0, 17-0 doubleheader sweep of 
the Lions. Bartrum struck out all 18 batters she faced in the two three-inning games, not 
allowing one batter to hit the ball in fair territory in the sweep.

Caskey led the offense with two hits and four RBIs in the opener. Grace Burg had a hit 
and two RBIs and Bartrum two hits and an RBI.

The second game saw Grumelot pick up a pair of hits and two RBIs, while Gauss and 
Place each had two hits and an RBI. Jamie Phillips added a hit and RBI.

The strikeout streak for Bartrum reached 21 as she struck out the first three batters of the 
third game that the Panthers won 23-7.

Maple Valley led off the second with a double to end Bartrum's streak.
Bartrum led the offense with three hits and four RBIs, while Sparks had two hits and an 

RBI. Noble, Burg, Gauss, Caskey, and Azora Parks each had a hit and RBI. Place added a 
hit and two RBIs.

The Panthers played in a pair of tournaments. They won two of three to claim the 
Blissfield tournament title April 25.

Stockbridge opened with an 11-4 win over Adrian.
Burg and Bartrum each had two hits and an RBI. Noble and Caskey had a hit and RBI, 

Gauss, Recchy and Grumelot a hit and run scored. Bartrum struck out 12 for the win.
The Panthers then beat Blissfield 2-1 in a barnburner.
See Softball on page 19.
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Kaitelyn Walker takes the baton 
from Gabrielle Heath at the 
Stockbridge Invitational. Photo 
credits Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge track and field teams hosted the 42nd annual Stockbridge Invitational Friday, May 6 and came away with some strong 

performances.
Parma Western won both the boys and girls meets. The Lady Panthers finished third with 92 points, while the boys scored 10 points and finished 

11th out of 14 schools participating.
Rylee Tolson won three events to lead the girls squad. Tolson won the 800, 1600, and 3200 races. The 3200 was a battle with running partner 

Brooklyn Rochow. The two were neck-and-neck the whole race with Tolson pulling out the win by .19 seconds. Rochow also finished second in the 
1600.

Megan Mackinder picked up the other win for the Panthers. She won the discus event with a toss of 94.1, beating the second-place finisher by 41 
feet.

Gracee Robidou had a big day with a third-place finish in the long jump, fourth place in the 200, and fifth place in the high jump.
The 4x100 relay team of Gabrielle Heath, Kaitelyn Walker, Audrey Austin and McKenzie Hatfield placed fifth, while Anna Ransom was eighth in 

the 1600, Walker eighth in the 100 hurdles, and Austin eighth in the pole vault.
For the boys. Micah Bolton was fourth in the 3200, eighth in the 1600, and part of the 4x800 relay that finished seventh, along with Collin Cook, 

Brock Rochow and Brendan Wright.
The teams swept a GLAC meet with Maple Valley. The boys won 84-35 and the girls 90-15.
The girls won every event but the high jump.
Picking up wins were Samantha Nothnagel in the 100, Eliana Johnson 200, Rochow with three wins in the 400, 1600, and 3200, Walker in the 100 

and 300 hurdles, Mackinder in the shot put and discus, Hatfield in the long jump, Rose Beauregard, Nicole Wadkins, Austin and Hatfield in the 4x100 
and 4x200 relays, Johnson, Ava Vacarro, Ransom and Walker in the 4x400, and Vacarro, Sidney Gipe, Ransom and Johnson in the 4x800.

Josiah Muzzin won the 110 and 300 hurdles for the boys. Jude Casto won the 100, Micah Bolton the 800 and 1600, Cook the 3200, Dominic 

Track teams host 42nd annual Stockbridge Invitational drawing competitors from 14 schools 

Kaidin Samek throwing the 
shot put at the Stockbridge 
Invitational.

Hoeppner the shot and discus, Ethan Monaghan high 
jump. Winning relay events were the 4x100 team of Jonah 
Huskey-Wright, Damien Hayes, Ethan Bradley and Casto; 
the 4x200 team of Huskey-Wright, Hayes, Jason Gruber 
and Monaghan; the 4x400 team of Cook, Brock Rochow, 
Bolton and Huskey-Wright, and the 4x800 team of Cook, 
Brock Rochow, Brendan Wright and Bolton.

The Panthers split a GLAC meet with Leslie. The girls 
won 86-34 and the boys fell 88-47.

The girls took first in all the events but one against the 
Blackhawks.

Robidou won the 100, high jump, long jump, and was 
part of the winning 4x200 relay with Heath, Austin, and 

Baseball page 18
Philipp drove in the only run with a double for Stockbridge. Satkowiak had the 

team's other hit.
The Panthers won the series with a barn-burning 3-2 walk-off win over Lakewood.
Stockbridge led 2-1 heading to the seventh, but the Vikings tied the game in the top 

of the inning.
McLennan singled with one out in the bottom of the seventh and advanced to 

second on a passed ball. A pop-up made it two outs when Robinson stepped to the plate 
and drilled a single to center to score McLennan for the walk-off win.

Robinson finished with the game-winning single and two RBIs, while Knoll 
had two hits. Andrews and McLennan each had a hit and run scored. Knoll tossed a 
complete-game three-hitter with six strikeouts for the win.

On April 30, the Panthers dropped a pair to Whitmore Lake 14-6 and 10-5.
Fletcher led the offense with two hits and three RBIs, while Robinson had two hits 

and two runs scored and Knoll two hits and one run scored in the opener. Whitaker and 
Cook each added a hit and RBI.

The second game saw Robinson collect two hits and an RBI to lead the offense. 
Cook added a hit and RBI and Philipp a hit and run scored.

The Panthers dropped two of three against Maple Valley April 25 and April 28.
They fell in the opener 7-6 on a seventh inning run by the Lions. Fletcher had two 

hits and an RBI, while Kegan Collins had a hit and two RBIs. Philipp had two hits and 
a run scored, and Satkowiak and Cook a hit and run each.

The Panthers bounced back to take the second game 7-2 behind the complete-game 
win by Cook. He struck out four and allowed six hits for the win.

Satkowiak led the offense with three hits, two RBIs and two runs scored. Robinson 
and Philipp each had two hits and an RBI, and Fletcher a hit and two runs scored.

The Panthers dropped the third game of the series 9-2. Fletcher had a hit and RBI 
and Philipp a hit and run scored for Stockbridge.

Hatfield for the Panthers.
Tolson won the 400 and 800, and Rochow the 1600 and 3200 and both were part of the 

winning 4x800 with Vacarro and Kristina Wilde. Walker won the 100 and 300 hurdles, Heath 
the 200 and was part of the winning 4x100 with Johnson, Austin, and Hatfield, Mackinder the 
shot put and discus, and Austin the pole vault.

Ethan Bradley was in on three wins for the boys team. He won the pole vault and was part of 
the winning 4x100 and 4x200 with Huskey-Wright, Hayes and Gruber.

Cook was second in the 800, Muzzin second in the 110 and 300 hurdles, Monaghan second 
in the high jump and Finn Coffman second in the pole vault.

The team competed in the East Jackson Dome Classic and the girls finished third and the 
boys 12th in the 15-team event.

Tolson picked up wins in the 800 and 3200, while Rochow won the 1600. They both teamed 
with Ransom and Wilde to finish second in the 4x800.

Mackinder was second in the discus, Rochow second in the 3200, Tolson third in the 400, 
and Austin sixth in the pole vault.

The boys were led by Bolton with sixth-place finishes in the 1600 and 3200, Casto sixth in 
the 100, and the sixth-place finish of the 4x400 team of Brock Rochow, Monaghan, Huskey-
Wright and Bolton.

Softball page 18
Caskey and Sparks drove in runs with hits to give the Panthers a 2-0 lead in the fifth. Blissfield put the first three runners on in the sixth, but Stockbridge picked off a runner in a 

rundown for the first out. Bartrum got a strikeout and a groundout to end the threat with just one run. Blissfield put a runner on in the seventh, but Bartrum struck out the final batter to 
end the game.

Bartrum struck out 14 for the win. Grumelot and Noble added hits for the Panthers.
Stockbridge ran out of gas in the third game, falling to Melvindale 16-10. Bartrum led the offense with two hits, while Noble and Gauss had a hit and RBI each. Caskey, Satkowiak 

and Sparks each added one hit.
The Panthers then won two of three April 30 at their own Panthers Invitational.
They opened with an 18-3 pounding of Onsted. Place had a big game by going 4-4 with two RBIs. Noble, Bartrum and Recchy each had two hits and two RBIs, and Sparks two hits 

and one RBI. Gauss added two hits and three RBIs and Surline a hot and three runs scored.
The Panthers then took out East Jackson 10-6. Noble had a double and triple and two RBIs, Caskey and Sparks two hits and an RBI each. Surline, Recchy, and Burg each had a hit and 

RBI. Bartrum struck out 14 for the win.
The final game of the day to decide the title saw the Panthers fall to Bad Axe 8-7 in eight innings.
Both teams scored three runs in the seventh to send the game to extra innings. Stockbridge took a 7-6 lead in the eighth, but Bad Axe scored twice to win the game in a walk-off.
Gauss had a big game with four hits and two runs scored. Caskey added three hits, Place two hits and an RBI, and Grumelot one hit and four RBIs. Sparks added a double and run 

scored. Bartrum struck out 12 for the Panthers.



      June  202220

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Richard “Dick” Mason, of Stockbridge, passed away Nov. 18, 2021
 · Ellaree (Marshall) Elliott, of Stockbridge, passed away April 30, 2022 
 · Merilyn Onalee Hartley, of Stockbridge, passed away May 16, 2022

Death Notices

Joyce Ann McKimmy
Apr. 27, 1947 to May 5, 2022

Joyce Ann McKimmy, age 75, passed away on May 5, 
2022 at her home in Stockbridge, Michigan. Joyce was born 
on April 27, 1947 in Stockbridge, MI to Walter and Mary 
(Carpenter) Fletcher. She married Keith McKimmy on July 7, 
1968.

Joyce is survived by her three children, Terry Fletcher, 
Christine Sally, and Daryl (Andrea) McKimmy, all of 
Stockbridge; 12 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren; one 
brother, Bill Fletcher, two sisters, Dolores (Joe) Schroeder, and 
Betty Perez, all of Stockbridge. In addition to her husband, 
she was preceded in death by her parents, Walter and Mary 
Fletcher, her son, Keith McKimmy II, a granddaughter, 
Morgan McKimmy, and one great-granddaughter, Ridlee 
McKimmy; her son-in-law, Ralph Sally, and sister-in-law, 
Joanne Fletcher.

Cremation has taken place, and there will be no services. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Crossroads Kids 
Club. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home.

Joyce Ann McKimmy
Obituaries

Peggy Joyce Glenn
Aug. 10, 1934 to May 16, 2022

Peggy Joyce Glenn, age 87, of Stockbridge, MI, passed 
away on Monday, May 16, 2022 at the Chelsea Retirement 
Community from complications of Parkinson’s Disease. 
Peggy was born in Munith, MI on August 10, 1934, the 
daughter of Lacerne and Eva (Collier) Dixon. Peggy had 
lived in the Stockbridge and Munith area her entire life. She 
was a member of the Stockbridge Garden Club and longtime 
member of First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge. She 
loved cooking, sewing, and entertaining. She and her husband 
roller skated for pleasure and in competition. Peg also played 
bridge in different clubs over the years. She took much pride 
in her painting and enjoyed showing in art shows. 

She married David Emory Glenn on February 21, 1954, 
and he preceded her in death in 1998. She is survived by four 
children, Cynthia (David) Avery of Stockbridge, Rebecca 
Glenn of California, Christopher Glenn of Austin, TX, and 
Scott (Betsy) Glenn of Stevensville, MI; three grandchildren: 
Jillian, Deanna, and Kayla; five great-grandchildren: Annalise, 

Cody, Charlie, Marlee, and Mila; two sisters, Joanne Skilling of Ann Arbor and Syreta Earl 
of Chelsea; two brothers, Lacerne Dixon, Jr. of Thailand, and Gregory Dixon of California; 
one sister-in-law, Dorene White of Stockbridge. In addition to her husband, she was 
preceded in death by her parents, and two brothers, William Dixon and Donald Dixon, and 
one sister, Virginia Allen.

A funeral service was held at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home on Wednesday, May 
18, 2022, with Rev. Dr. Deborah J. Smith officiating. Burial followed at Oaklawn Cemetery 
in Stockbridge. The family received friends at the funeral home on Wednesday.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Stockbridge Area Emergency Services 
Authority (SAESA), UMRC Heritage Foundation or the charity of one’s choice.

Peggy Joyce Glenn

Sandra E. Hoard
July 8, 1947 to May 12, 2022

Sandra E. Hoard, age 74, passed away on May 12, 2022 
at her home in Unadilla Twp, MI.

Sandra was born on July 8, 1947 in Ann Arbor, MI to 
Norman and Elizabeth (Porter) Foerster.

She had lived in the Gregory area most of her life, 
and she worked as a nurse for many years. She enjoyed 
quilting, reading, scrap booking, and spending time with her 
grandchildren.

On July 10, 1965, she married Clinton R. Hoard, and 
he preceded her in death in 2002. She is survived by two 
daughters, Kimberly Gallup of Gregory, and Christine (Russ) 
Rowe of Gregory; five grandchildren, Michelle, Kayla, 
Enrique, Crystal, and Bradley; and great-granddaughter, 
Evelyn Tyler; her siblings, Norman Foerster of Houghton 

Lake, Pat Detweiler of California, and Mary Rudd of Whitmore Lake.
All services are private. Memorial contributions may be made to the Waterloo Needle 

Club. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Sandra E. Hoard

Scottie Neil Minix
June 3, 1957 to May 12, 2022

Scottie Neil Minix, age 64, of Gregory, MI, passed 
away on May 12, 2022. Scottie was born on June 3, 1957 
in Jackson, MI to Arthur and Lillian (Salyer) Minix. He 
had lived in the Gregory area all of his life. He loved 
coon hunting, fishing, and hunting for mushrooms.

Scottie is survived by a son, Jason Minix, of 
Kentucky, three grandchildren, and two sisters, Debra 
K. Schenk of Unadilla Twp., and Marlene Stevens of 
Munith, and one brother, Michael Minix, of Unadilla 
Twp. He was preceded in death by his parents.

There will be no services at this time. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Faith in Action. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home.

Scottie Neil Minix

Elizabeth S. (Dancer) Ford
Feb. 2, 1928 to May 15, 2022

Elizabeth S. (Dancer) Ford went home to her Lord and 
Savior on May 15, 2022. Elizabeth was born on February 
2, 1928, in Stockbridge, Michigan, to Robert and Daisy 
(Howlett) Dancer. 

Lib, as known to friends and family, was a long-time 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge in 
which she served in many capacities. Lib was a homemaker 
and mother of three, who was active in her community and in 
the support of animal rights. Prior to her marriage to Duane W. 
Ford on September 15, 1949, she attended the University of 
Michigan.

Elizabeth is survived by her three children, Robert 
(Carol) Ford of Ocean Springs, MS, Thomas (Lauri) Ford of 
Stockbridge, MI, and John (Stephanie) Ford of Ocean Springs, 
MS; four grandchildren, Sarah (Ryan), Matt (Heather), Ryan 

Elizabeth S. (Dancer) Ford

(Katelyn) and Leah; and great-grandchildren, Hailey, Zachery, Sloane, Dominic, Isabella, 
Maddie-Lynn, Ariana, and Cheyenne.

Elizabeth was preceded in death by her parents, husband, Duane, and sister, Sally Hurst.
A Celebration of Life was held on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, at the First Presbyterian 

Church of Stockbridge. A luncheon followed the service. Visitation was on Monday, May 
23, 2022 at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home. Expressions of sympathy can be made to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge or your local humane society. 

R. Keith Howlett
Feb. 16, 1934 to May 3, 2022

R. Keith Howlett, age 88, of Jackson, MI, passed away on 
May 3, 2022, at the Henry Ford Allegiance Hospice Home in 
Jackson, MI.

Keith was born on February 16, 1934, in Stockbridge, MI, 
to Bruce and Dora Mae (Walker) Howlett. He loved his career 
in the construction business, which spanned over 50 years. A 
devoted employee of E.T. MacKenzie Company for much of 
that time, he was a perfectionist who worked hard and was 
serious about his work. He was known as “Rattlesnake” for 
apparently expecting nothing less of his crew! He was on 
Cloud 9 any time he was operating heavy equipment. Keith 
was a wonderful story teller and had a keen memory going 
way back. He loved to recount stories from his younger years 
about family and friends with a twinkle in his eye and a smile 
on his face. He had a soft spot for horses, dogs, and western 

R. Keith Howlett

movies and books. He enjoyed playing guitar and steel guitar.
Keith is survived by his loving wife Barbara Howlett; daughter Kathy Matthews; sons 

Shawn Howlett and Randy Howlett; brother Linwood (Nancy) Howlett, stepdaughters 
Pennie (Joe) Rutan, Karen Stowell (John Ucci), and Ann Titus; and many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son Robert Howlett. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Heart Association.
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The early days
"I remember Kurt and Kymee coming into Wrangler's in Howell with their dad, Jimmy," said John Anthony, guitarist for Storm 

Bandits and formerly Legends, a local band around the area for many decades. "Kurt had just started with his dad's band, setting up 
for the weekend. More of a country bar then, he started crankin' out a few rock leads for some of his friends and I thought 'who is this 
young man?'"

Kurt sounded great "right off the cuff," according to Anthony. "I knew he was a contender right away." 
When Kurt and Kymee got up to sing, Anthony saw signs that the two were something special.
"The blend of their young voices were pure as fresh-washed linen. They harmonized like my son and daughter did, which most can't 

do, that's a family thing," Anthony said. "I think Kymee was 13, Kurt a bit older. The crowd totally loved them.”
Releasing new music
In the time since their last interview, The Enemy Line moved forward in releasing music to country radio.
"Our first release, 'Falling Off the Barstool' was a big success, reaching No. 1 on the new music weekly country digital charts," Kurt 

said.
"'Falling off the Barstool' has been playing on secondary radio, which is the smaller radio stations throughout the world, as well as a 

lot of internet radio stations," he said. "The song is getting played on some major stations, mainly down South."
Their CD "Chiseled in Stone" not only gained steam this past year, but produced some quality singles. Their cover of "Chiseled in 

Stone" was written by the late country singer Vern Gosdin, whose wife, Ms. Beverly, is currently in full management and production of 
The Enemy Line music.

More awards
Amid travels between Michigan and Georgia in late 2020, The Enemy Line released their second original, "Fireball," a hard-rocking 

country anthem for fed-up good women. The video of the song was the group's first. It was filmed in the local backwoods, produced by 
Ryan Hudson and Shane Pitman of 1887 media. 

The Enemy Line page 1

Kymee Dawn and Kurt Stone paying homage 
to the late Vern Gosdin, singing Chiseled in 
Stone. Photo from Facebook

In the meantime, The Enemy Line keeps piling up awards. The "Fireball" video earned the video of the year honor and Kymee Dawn was selected female vocalist of the year by The 
Rampage Music Awards 2022.

Drawn to the South
While the focus of country music is in the South, Kurt still lives in the area and commutes back and forth. Kymee and her family, however, made the move to Tennessee last summer.
The move was not musically motivated, but one of heart and necessity. The family needed to be near the St. Jude Children's Research Hospital so their daughter Gray could undergo 

brain surgery and receive ongoing cancer treatment. 
Kymee Dawn juggled working interviews in Nashville with emergency room visits, a sick child and keeping life active for her other three children: Lyric, Harmony and Rowan. Now 

with Gray’s treatment showing the marked and positive results of a shrinking tumor, the duo can continue to move forward in their career. 
New song coming this month
At a recent performance at The Wooden Nickel in Dansville, The Enemy Line announced they will be releasing an undisclosed song this month.
“This next song will be promoted to the Billboard indicator, meaning a better chance of hitting mainstream radio. We will be hosting a singles release party in Nashville, Tennessee, 

which is also during CMA Fest," Kurt said. "It is being put together through MC1, an independent record label in Nashville. Although we did not sign with the label as an artist, we did 
make a radio promotion and release deal.” 

Michigan roots
Kurt still plays solo performances in the area and can often be found many Wednesday evenings at The Wooden Nickel in Dansville. Kymee continues to represent the duo in 

Nashville meetings and performs occasional solo shows.
Fans can follow the group on its The Enemy Line Facebook page to stay current on information and performance dates. You also can find The Enemy Line and subscribe on YouTube.
 "We are getting ready to ramp up for a tour hopefully very soon. This summer is going to be busy," Kurt added.
"We will always be performing in Michigan at one point or another," he said. "This is our home and we absolutely love performing for our fans."
Additional photos are available on our website at www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com. Author's Note: For more of Gray’s story, follow her at "Pray for Gray" on Facebook.
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by Jo Mayer and Paul Crandall
Getting from point A to point B when you have no working vehicle presents a challenge in lots of places, 

but especially in rural locations like the Stockbridge area. Fortunately, we do have public transportation 
options, which can be a lifesaver for many Outreach clients and can be used for a fun family outing at low-to-
moderate cost. Most of the area public bus systems use a “reserve a ride” system and often pick up riders at 
their doorsteps. Options for getting transport in and around the Stockbridge area are listed here.

Washtenaw County and beyond: The cheapest current option for Stockbridge area residents comes from 
Washtenaw County and is known as the WAVE bus. Transportation on this bus from the Stockbridge area to 
Chelsea is currently FREE to all riders, thanks, in part, to funding assistance from Chelsea Hospital. WAVE 
operates a door-to-door bus program including pick-ups within 3 miles of downtown Stockbridge. The bus 
also stops at Veterans Memorial Park and the southwest side of the town square. 

WAVE bus rides are available to anyone who needs a ride, regardless of age or disability status, and the bus 
has a wheelchair lift for those who need it. When making reservations, mention any special needs you may 
have, and make reservations as early as possible because of seating and schedule constraints. Reservations can 

Public transportation options in and around Stockbridge
Outreach in Action

be made several weeks ahead. Regular, recurring appointments (also known as, “standing rides”) are available for those who have a regular appointment 
each week at the same time, day, and place. 

To reserve door-to-door rides: Call 734-475-9494, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. If your call is directed to WAVE’s voicemail system, leave 
your name and telephone number and a dispatcher will return your call when available. (For more info about WAVE services, look online at www.
ridethewavebus.org/scio-township.html.)

Livingston County: The system in Livingston County is Livingston Essential Transportation Service, or LETS Transportation. LETS crosses county 
lines to pick up passengers from Stockbridge to bring them into Livingston County and vice versa. LETS also provides dial-a-ride service to anyone to 
travel to any destination in Livingston County. 

Regular fares are determined by the distance traveled within Livingston County. In general, riders pay $2 one-way for each township they pass through 
with the maximum regular fare of $6 one-way. So someone making a Livingston County-to-Stockbridge trip would pay $6 each way. Children 5 and 
younger, when accompanied by an adult, ride FREE. If you have a disability, or are 60+ years of age, you ride at a half fare. 

LETS Mobility Manager Nikki Grover advises that riders call as soon as they can to schedule, adding that the service hopes to have a bus placed in 
Unadilla for Unadilla-Pinckney service soon. Options for payment include 
cash at the time of the ride or setting up an account funded by cash, check, 
or credit card. LETS also offers a mobile app called “Lets Go L.E.T.S.” that 
can be used to book a ride. Important: You can only make reservations by 
speaking with a dispatcher or by using the app. No reservations will be taken 
by voicemail. Find a link to the app here: www.livgov.com/lets/

If reserving LETS by phone, call 517-546-6600 between 8 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. LETS also provides transportation to dialysis centers and provides 
limited regional service to Ingham, Genesee, Oakland, and Washtenaw 
counties for medical appointments. (These trips cost extra.)

The WAVE bus for Washtenaw County.

The LETS bus for Livingston County.

CATA Rural Service for 
Ingham County.

Ingham County: Capital Area Transportation Agency 
(CATA) shuttles people around the Lansing area, on the 
MSU campus, and beyond. 

For those living outside the Lansing metropolitan 
area, there is CATA Rural Service (CRS), which operates 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. CRS can be 
used for any trip by anyone within the rural Ingham 
area. One-way regular fares range from $2.25 to $3.25, 
depending on the length of the trip. Discounted fares may also be available, 
ranging from $1 to $1.50 one-way. Transfers to a CATA service of equal or 
lower fare value are free. (Riders should request their transfer ticket upon 
boarding.) Veterans of all U.S. Armed Forces and Reserves with a valid ID 
ride FREE on all CATA services. 

CATA also offers a SPEC-Tran bus to transport persons with disabilities 
who are unable to use the fixed-route service. This SPEC-Tran service 
requires ADA certification and advance reservation. 

Rural service, Spec-Tran, and fixed-route bus passes can be purchased 
online at www.cata.org/Fares/Buy-Online/Products. 

See Public transportation on page 24.
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As the chapter looked back on the past year of FFA, members sent out a big thank you to 
the community and sponsors for their tremendous support.

In 1989, the Stockbridge FFA Chapter went dormant and eventually it was discontinued. 
In 2022, the chapter was revived because of the profound interest in agriculture by the 
students and community.

Why join FFA? Members of the chapter had a variety of reasons. 
“I wanted to be in it because my father and grandfather were in it, and I wanted to be part 

of something they were a part of,” incoming Vice President Hayden Keiser said. 
Chase Sommer said: “I love agriculture, it has always been my life, and I want to 

continue the farming experience.”

FFA page 1

Incoming chapter President 
Hannah Marshall replied: “I already 
had experience in agriculture with 
the animal side of it, but I wanted 
to increase my knowledge with 
other aspects like horticulture and 
business.”

 In the coming years, members 
are looking forward to seeing their 
chapter grow and become more 
active in the community.
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Children under 42 inches tall ride free when accompanied by an adult. To 
schedule a CATA ride, call 517-394-CATA (ext. 2282). Ride reservation hours are 
Monday through Friday 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday/Sunday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Visit www.cata.org/ for more information on CATA services.

Jackson County: Jackson Area Transportation 
Authority, JATA, covers rural areas in Jackson County 
through its curb-to-curb Reserve-A-Ride programs. There 
are two categories of Reserve-A-Ride service:

1. Reserve-A-Ride for People with Disabilities (PWD): 
This service is required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for people 
who cannot ride fixed-route bus service due to a disability. Drivers will help 
passengers on/off the bus and to/from the first outside door of the building, upon 
request, whenever possible. Customers must be certified by JATA for this service. 
One-way fares from outlying townships within Jackson County are $3 for those 
who qualify.

2. Reserve-A-Ride General Public: This is a first-come, first-serve transportation 
service. Anyone can ride and there are no eligibility requirements. Fares from 
outlying townships are $10.50 one way for adults and students and $3 for those 
over 60 or for people with disabilities. Subscription appointments are available if 
you have a regular appointment each week at the same time, day, and place.

Reservations are required for Jackson County Reserve-a-Ride services and can 
be made by calling 517-788-8410 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. For more information, visit mijata.org/. Make your reservations early; same-
day service is not usually available.

This column is sponsored by Stockbridge Community Outreach, our local food 
pantry, crisis, and referral center located in the Stockbridge Activity Center (old 
middle school) near Cherry and Elm streets in Stockbridge. Office hours are 1-3 p.m., 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and by appointment. Outreach49285@gmail.
com, 517-851-7285, or find us on Facebook.
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Blue Star Service Dogs is an amazing 

organization that rescues dogs from 
Michigan animal shelters. Then after 
training, each dog is paired up with 
a veteran suffering from a physical 
disability. Traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
and post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) are disabilities that affect our 
veterans. 

There also are two prison training 
programs for service dog cadets. Both 
facilities house selected dogs for four 
to six months prior to pairing them 
with a veteran. Training of the dogs is 
continued so that they become service 
dogs. Blue Star Service Dogs is located 
in Pinckney, Michigan, and its theme is 
“Rescuing one to heal another.”

Crucible page 1

Some of the local Crucible participants (l-r): 
Erin Clifton, Kim Williamson, Angie Adiska and 
Mary Whitaker. Photo credit Clyde Whitaker

This year's endurance hike started off at about 7:45 a.m. under a clear blue sky, with 
the temperature a cool 43 degrees. According to Juston Schotte, more than 200 people had 
applied to hike in the event. Walking around prior to the hikers taking off, you could feel the 
anticipation for the big event.

All participants completed the hike within the allotted 12 hours. It was a great day for a 
great charity, and everyone went home tired but with smiles on their faces.

Additional photos available on our website at www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com.

Stockbridge Community Schools 
employment opportunities

Stockbridge Community Schools is looking for high-quality and highly motivated 
people to join our team. We have multiple openings for immediate employment and other 
positions that will start in the fall. These are family friendly positions that would fit well 
with student schedules. If you have interest in joining our team, please call us now, so that 
we can talk with you about these opportunities. 517-851-7188, ext. 5501

We are looking for a new Career & Technical Education (Shop/Industrial Arts) teacher. 
This unique role will take a special individual to meet the needs of our students. There 
are not very many certified career and technical education teachers available. As a result, 
districts often will work with someone who has a background in one or more of the 
following: woodworking, construction, welding, metals, automotive repair, small engine 
repair, etc. If you enjoy working with students, we could get a provisional certificate to 
allow you to teach in the fall. Please call us for more information. 517-851-7188, ext. 5501. 
Other Open Positions:
Paraprofessionals (in each building)  School year employment and/or 
      Summer School
Hall Monitor     School year employment
Behavior Support Person    School year employment
Early Childhood      School year employment and/or   
       Summer School
Food Service     School year employment
Dishwasher/Food Service Driver   School year employment
Custodial (health benefits)    Year round employment
Maintenance (part-time)    Year round employment 
Administrative Assistant (health benefits)  School year employment/Year round 
      employment
Bus Drivers     School year employment
Teaching Positions (health benefits)   School year employment
Career & Technical Education (Shop/Industrial Arts, Wood Working, Welding, Automotive 
Repair)

 Secondary Science
 Secondary English
 Elementary Teacher
 Elementary STEM Teacher
 Elementary Art Teacher .5 FTE
We have been working on increasing the hourly wages for our support personnel over 

the last few months and have seen some decent increases in our hourly rates.
If you or someone you know would like to talk about these opportunities, please call us 

ASAP so that we can provide you with an overview of our needs and how you may fit into 
these roles. 517-851-7188, ext. 5501.
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Mahon Homes Real Estate Team with Keller Williams awards 
four Easter baskets for coloring contest winners

Information and photos provided by Heather 
Mahon 

Four area children were awarded Easter baskets after 
competing in the Mahon Homes Real Estate Team with 
Keller Williams Easter Coloring Contest. Winners were 
drawn randomly on Facebook. 

The winners are as follows:
• Charlotte Leonard, 7 years old
• Julia Miller, 12 years old
• Harrison Leonard, 9 years old
• Hudson Leonard, 8 years old (honorable mention)
See the winning drawings and children to 

the right.
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Timber Trace page 15

Joey Pena heads marketing and has created an ever-
growing Timber Trace presence on Facebook, reaching out 
to surrounding communities. Pena’s creativity has multiplied 
viewership within weeks of the opening, and Timber Trace 
continues to be one of the top businesses being followed.

Since opening, McLellan has hired 27 employees. What was 
most surprising to him were the friendly and capable people 
who came to the Pro Shop looking for a job. They are excited 
to be a part of a team to make Timber Trace a great golfing 
experience. 

Two professional golf pros are available for lessons. To 
date, 10 leagues and 16 golf outings have been scheduled. 
In addition, they have started a youth program for ages 6-14, 
which will begin in June. 

 McLellan and his team continue to test out ideas to improve 
the golf experience. Some considerations include having several 
music nights with a food truck available, possible small venue 
options for personal gatherings, and providing limited open 
hours during the winter. 

On any given night at 6 p.m., be sure to listen for “Evening 
in the Mountains” as it's piped through the loud speaker. It will 
surely add to your ultimate golfing experience.
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On one of the first truly beautiful days of spring, not-so-local Steve Ladouceur, a Windsor, 
Ontario, transplant who recently moved to Midtown in Detroit was sitting patiently on a picnic 
bench waiting for a glider ride.

“Previously I took private pilot lessons. I’m trying gliding with hopes of falling in love with 
it,” he explained.

It’s clear from the start, the Sandhill Soaring Club is a tightknit, experienced, and likable 
group. On the day of the interview, more than enough volunteers were there to fill in as tow 
pilots, glider pilots, and wing runners (to run along and keep the wing up at the beginning of 
the tow) for the day’s activities.

Sandhill Soaring Club owns six gliders and provided about 350 commercial rides, which 
the club calls “discovery rides,” last year. It is an all-volunteer organization and, according 
to its website, the club has trained dozens of glider pilots, ranging in age from 14 to over 70. 
Many of these pilots have gone on to enjoy cross-country flying in gliders, and several have 
competed in soaring contests at the regional and national level.

According to longtime members Chuck Stoltz and Raymond Pasquantonio, over time, 
among its members, the club has counted glider pilots, power plane pilots, military pilots, 
airplane pilots, and even an astronaut. Just a few years ago, if you had visited the field, you’d 
have seen a WWII seaplane pilot among those volunteers “running wing” as the gliders took 
off. 

Currently the club has about 90 members. Two of its current members—Safu Nana and 
Mark Grant—are recipients of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Wright Brothers Master 

Sandhill Soaring Club page 1

A subset of the Sandhill Soaring Club members and 
volunteers who were on hand at Richmond Field for 
the first beautiful spring day of the season. Pictured 
front (l-r): Chuck Stoltz, Safu Nana, Ray Pasquantonio, 
Jacob Broesamle; back seated (l-r): Jim Nowacki, Mark 
Grant, Mike Endicott; back standing (l-r): Reid Baldwin, 
Mauricio Pajon, Dave Kerrigan, and Bernardo Bahia. 
Photo credit Mary Jo David

Pilot Award, which recognizes pilots who have conducted 50 or more consecutive years of safe flight operations.
At the younger end of the spectrum, young Jacob Broesamle, 12 years old, of Gregory, has had seven lessons toward his goal of becoming a 

glider pilot (glider pilots must be 14 to become licensed). 
“I’d much rather be up in a glider than playing soccer,” Broesamle said. “When I’m up there, I already feel like I’m a pilot.”
My own bird's-eye view
When driving five minutes from home to conduct the interview for this article, never in my wildest dreams did I believe I’d end up 

experiencing a ride for myself. But before I knew it, I was harnessed in, 
bumping across the airstrip, gaining height and—on a cue from glider 
pilot Nana—I was releasing the tow rope and waving “so long” to the 
tow pilot! 

To write about soaring without experiencing it, I would have missed 
out on the bird's-eye view of the chain of lakes below, the almost-
ready-to-be-tilled patchwork of farm fields marked by some of the 
area's proud but aging barns, the Stockbridge water tower to the west, 
and even the storage silos of Chelsea’s Jiffy Mix factory off to the 
south

Just as impressive as the views from 3,000-plus feet was the sense 
of peace and quiet; while soaring in the glider, there was no engine 
noise and no noise from traffic on the road. Aside from Nana pointing 
out sites and answering my questions, the only other sound was an 
occasional admonition from my dear departed mother, who seemed to 
have taken up residence on my shoulder and was whispering in my ear, 
“Are you crazy?!”

Be assured, I am anything but crazy, and in fact, I now consider 
myself lucky to have experienced something that I had only ever 
admired from a distance before. As if to reinforce my decision to test 
out my wings on that day, within five minutes of landing, Broesamle’s 
dad pointed to a tree not 50 feet from where we were standing. And 
there I saw, for the first time ever, a bald eagle. And that magnificent 
creature seemed to be saying, “Way to go, gurrrl!” 

Additional photos available online at www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com.
Just in time for Father’s Day, here’s the information you need to 

learn more about trying your first glider ride at Sandhill Soaring Club: 
Web: sandhillsoaring.org Location: Richmond Field (69G), 19935 
Doyle Road, Gregory, MI 48137.
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Hythem Beydoun
Hythem graduated 
Summa Cum Laude 
from Stockbridge 
Jr./Sr. High School. 
A member of 
the Stockbridge 
InvenTeam, 
Stockbridge Special 
Projects Lab and 
National Honor 
Society, Hythem 
plans to attend the 

Jonah graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School. A member of the 
National Honor Society and 
Student Council, as well 
as a 4-year scholar athlete 
in soccer and track, Jonah 
plans to attend Eastern 
Michigan University on a 
full scholarship. 
According to Jonah, his 
biggest inspiration is 

Brooklyn graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Stockbridge 
Jr./Sr. High School. A 
member of the Stockbridge 
InvenTeam, Student Council, 
National Honor Society, and 
class treasurer, Brooklyn 
plans to attend the University 
of Michigan to study health 
sciences and eventually 
dentistry. 
According to Brooklyn, her 
parents, Garrick and Valerie 

University of Michigan to study engineering. 
According to April, their biggest inspiration is their 
parents. "Both of my parents inspire me in different 
ways. My father has an incredible business sense 
and way with people while my mother is the most 
compassionate and kind person I've ever met. I try to be a 
mix of both of these traits for the best possible outcome."

Jonah Huskey-Wright Brooklyn Rochow

Rochow, inspire her "because they have been my 
biggest supporters throughout all of my athletics and 
academics. They taught me to be a good citizen, and 
helped me grow in my faith. I aspire to be a positive 
role model like them."

Grace Dreier
Grace graduated 
Summa Cum Laude 
from Stockbridge Jr./
Sr. High School. A 
member of Quiz Bowl, 
FIRST Robotics, 
Marching, Concert, 
and Jazz Bands, and 
the Journalism and 
Yearbook staffs, Grace 
plans to attend Ohio 
State University to 
earn a Bachelor's 

Degree in Biomedical Engineering on a pre-med course.
According to Grace, her mom is her biggest inspiration. 
"She has been my guiding light in life. She's shown me 
how to be an independent woman and how to speak up 
for myself. My mom is the one who always pushes me 
to be my best. She has always told me to follow my 
heart wherever it leads me."

Audrey Austin
Audrey graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School. A member of the 
National Honor Society 
and Uncaged News 
staff, Audrey plans to 
attend Michigan State 
University where she 
will study psychology.

According to Audrey, her biggest inspiration is 
her family and loved ones. "They help inspire my 
drive to stay successful even in harder times."

"Timothy Salow because of his hardworking nature and 
his drive to push people to strive for higher education. 
Specifically his passion for his history."

Stay tuned for the Class of 2022 senior photos special in our 
July edition, which will feature all Class of 2022 graduates.
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Rylee graduated with a Top 
Ten GPA from Stockbridge Jr./
Sr. High School. A member 
of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, National Honor 
Society, Student Council, a 
class officer, and multi-year 
athlete in track, cross country 
and basketball, Rylee plans 
to attend the University of 
Michigan where she will run 
cross country and track while 
studying kinesiology.

Rylee Tolson

According to Rylee, she believes everyone is inspiring. 
"I really believe that you can learn an important lesson 
from every person that you meet, so everyone is 
inspiring in their own way."

Sydney Switzenberg
Sydney graduated Cum 
Laude with a Top Ten 
GPA from Stockbridge 
Jr./Sr. High School. 
Sydney's academic honors 
and awards include the 
Senior English Award, 
Advanced Art Award, 
and President's Award for 
Educational Achievement.
Sydney's hobbies include 

art and illustration.
Sydney plans to attend Washtenaw Community 
College and Eastern Michigan University for 3D 
Animation and Game Art.

Dalton Satkowiak
Dalton graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School. A Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes member, 
and multi-sport athlete in 
baseball and cross country, 
Dalton plans to attend 
Ferris State University 
to study construction 
management.

According to Dalton, his biggest inspiration is 
his dad. Dalton's favorite quote is "Life is like a 
sandwich. Whichever side you flip it, the bread 
comes first." - Anonymous

Xyan graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School. A member of 
the Quiz Bowl Team and 
Marching Band, Xyan 
plans to attend Jackson 
College.
Xyan's hobbies include 
reading, writing and 

Kaitelyn graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Stockbridge 
Jr./Sr. High School. A member 
of the Student Council, 
National Honor Society, Town 
Hall Players, Uncaged News 
staff, band, a class officer, 
and a multi-sport athlete 
in cross country, track, and 
competitive cheer, Kaitelyn 
plans to attend Alma College 
on a full tuition Presidential 
Scholarship, where she will 

Xyan Torrey Kaitelyn Walker

study neuroscience while running cross country, track 
and playing in the band. 

playing Dungeons and Dragons.

Thank you Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School for 
providing the information and photos.
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compiled by Mary Jo David with assistance from SCN volunteers
Dads—They range from superheroes to super goofy. Some are overbearing, and sadly, some are absent. Many are old softies 

who never tire of sharing fun times with family. Whatever cloth your father is cut from, the third Sunday in June is his day. In 
honor of Father’s Day, we’ve asked people in our community to share with us their answers to the following question: 

Snapshots of Dads—Favorites for Father’s Day

If you took a snapshot of your dad doing his favorite thing, what would it be?
"My name is Henry. I’m 3.5 years old and my dad’s name is Justin. My dad’s favorite thing to do 

is pretend to be a zombie with my little sister and me. We make zombie noises and chase each other 
around the house." –Henry Richardson about dad Justin Richardson

"My father, Chaplain George Enyedi, loved serving his country, his family, telling a good joke, and 
gardening." –Roberta Ludtke about dad Chaplain George Enyedi

"[My father would] be under the car, probably changing the oil, and an ice cold beer wouldn't be far 
in the future. Actually, he'd be doing the jitterbug with my mom!" –Andrea Stickney about dad Andrew 
John Lingner

"My dad died when I was only 9, but I do have a memory that I can share. When I picture my 
dad, he was always doing something for others, but he found a way to combine doing something for 
others while enjoying something himself. So my snapshot is, dad in the backyard, grilling something 
for dinner while listening to the Tigers’ game on the radio. There may have been a beer in his hand as 
well!" –Jill Peck about dad Robert “Bob” Crowley

"My dad loved working with wood. He spent hours making furniture, picture frames, jewelry boxes, 
beds, desks, shelves, cupboards for our home. If something was needed, he could make it! So creative! 
He built our house." –Jeannine Wayman about dad James Jacob Krebs

"My father loved being master of ceremonies at local events, high school graduations, etc." –Gary 
Ludtke about dad Harold Ludtke

"[I picture him] getting everything ready for hunting season and giving everyone pointers. Driving 
around the community in his car with his dog, Beaumont, or giving Beaumont gator rides through the 
fields." –Shon Williams about dad Bob Williams

"I remember sitting on his lap in the rocking chair while he read ‘My Daddies Mustache.'… The 
day he came home with the tractor. … Dad and I sneaking to great-grandma's to eat tuna casserole 
(no one else in the family liked tuna casserole)" –Mike Sweet about dad Kenneth Sweet, who died 
when Mike was 8 years old

"My dad would be on the porch, swinging on the porch swing. He’d be whistling his one-note tune 
through his teeth while solving world problems." –Mary Lou Clifton about dad Hank Shellenbarger

"My dad, Harvey, loved to cook. He was a little bossy in the kitchen but a really good 
cook." –Tammy Porter about dad Harvey Eberle

"My dad enjoyed many activities but golf was probably his favorite. He loved being outside and 
thrived on the competition and rivalry of close friends!" –Susan Daily about dad Dan Howlett

"Our favorite memories of our dad are his deer hunting stories. Every day during deer 
hunting season, he would detail a story to anyone who would listen to the day's activity. 
Happy Father's Day!" –Todd, Craig, Carrie, Gabe, Justin, and Claire about dad Jim Schray

"I can see my father, Adam Schroth, playing euchre with family at a party. He would have 
a small child on his lap, when he could catch one as they ran by the card table. He always 
had the biggest smile on his face. He sure did love the kids!" –Joan Schroth Tucker about dad 
Adam Schroth

"My dad loves to learn about our national history. He has an incredible hunger and 
memory for historical facts and knowledge. I am always impressed by how much he knows 
and believe that, if he had the right opportunities when he was younger, he would have made 
an amazing history teacher. His passion is contagious. He's drawn me into his world more 
than once!" –Ruth Bauer about dad Greg Bauer


