
Apartment complex gets a $2.5M makeover
Building replaced after August 2020 fire

Information from PK Companies
PK Companies, a family-based real estate firm 

in Okemos, Mich., has invested $2.5 million in 
the construction of one building and the rehabbing 
of another building in the Lakewood Apartments 
complex in Stockbridge.

The work began in late 2020. Lakewood Building 
A rehab project took a total of seven months to be 
completed. Building B, which was a total loss after 
an August 2020 fire, was completed in July 2021.

The rehab portion of the project entailed 
replacing roofing, siding, windows, flooring, 
appliances, plumbing, light fixtures, cabinets, 

Stockbridge Area Senior Center 
delayed; opening temporarily March 1 
in Township Hall

by Joan Tucker and Hope 
Salyer

The Stockbridge Area 
Senior Center opening, 
originally slated for Jan. 1, 
has been delayed and now will 

Forty-year Pioneer Education Program in jeopardy
by Arlene Kaiser
The Waterloo Area Historical Society is looking for a few 

good men and women who can help educate young people in 
the history of the pioneer experience of our forefathers, and 
have a really fun time doing it. 

The experiences the school marms and masters and the 
farm family have had over the years are priceless. Some 
children come in costume to completely immerse themselves 
in what it was like to be a child in the 1860s. We also see 
children who aren't very interested until they begin shelling 
corn, making cornbread, or are asked to write on their slate 
with chalk in the one-room schoolhouse. 

The Education Program has been a part of the Waterloo 
Farm and Dewey School Museums and the schools in 
Jackson, Ingham, Washtenaw and Livingston counties for 
more than 40 years. To continue this program, we need people 
to portray teachers for Dewey School, Mrs. and Mr. Realy, 
and shepherds on the farm. 

To qualify for these positions, you will need a love for 
educating young people. Also you should have the ability to 
find joy in the moment as children realize this is living history, 
and children actually lived this way in the 1860s.

At the museums, one boy declared he has “…lived, now 
that I have gone to the bathroom in an outhouse.” Some 
children are excited to sweep the floor or wash clothes on a 
washboard. Other students gain a new sense of history when 
told they would have to sleep on the floor of the loft as a 
"pioneer child." 

If this describes you, please contact Arlene at 517-392-
3195 or email info@waterloofarmmuseum.org for more 
information.

countertops, as well as painting. Oakwood Construction out of Okemos was hired for the 
construction work.

The new construction of both Building A and B achieved Enterprise Green status. 
According to its website, “Enterprise Green Communities, the standard for sustainable 
futures, is the nation’s only national green building program designed explicitly for green 
affordable housing construction.”

See Lakewood Apartments on page 4.

Foxy Rebels discount store 
opens in downtown Stockbridge

Customers flock to the discount 
bins of merchandise in Foxy 
Rebels, a new store in Stockbridge. 
Photo provided by Foxy Rebels

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Foxy Rebels is a discount 

store offering a vast selection 
of items at a great price, but 
it's also much more. The 
two Foxy Rebels, co-owners 
Andrea Place and Amanda 
Weiss, hope to "provide a 
fun space for everyone in the 
community."

Currently, the business is 
in a soft-launch phase, with 

weekly hours posted on the Facebook business page. Typical store 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays. 

"We will offer events for all ages and give the community a 
store to shop from with affordable prices," Weiss said. "We have 
bin sales that a lot of people like. Everything in our bins would 
either be $1, $3 or $6 and we do periodically have a fill-a-bag 
event.”

The Foxy Rebels online business also hosts games such as 
"Deal or no Deal," where you can make an offer or put in a 
counteroffer.

Their brick-and-mortar business at 123 Main St. in downtown 
Stockbridge will be the site of a variety of after-hours events. 
Euchre tournaments are available for a small registry fee. 
The "Foxy Rebels Ladies Nights" feature games, some light 
snacks, and you can bring your own beverages and snacks if age 
appropriate.

See Foxy Rebels on page 13.

A volunteer washes clothes using 
a washboard at the Waterloo Farm 
Museum. Photos provided by Arlene 
Kaiser

Buildings A and B of Lakewood 
Apartments in Stockbridge are available 
now after a 2020 fire. Photo provided by PK 
Companies.

A student sweeps the steps and 
doorway of the Dewey School Museum.

open temporarily in the Stockbridge Township Hall on March 1.
The planned location for the Senior Center, the old SAESA 

fire station on Elm Street owned by Stockbridge Township, is still 
being updated by the SASC Board. According to Stockbridge 
Township Supervisor CG Lantis and Township Treasurer James 
Wireman, the Village of Stockbridge Board (where the building 
is located) is requiring additional site and architectural plans that 
were not mentioned in the first phase of planning for the senior 
center. The township currently is working to get the plans drawn 
up and submitted, but this has significantly delayed the opening 
process.

See Senior center on page 5.
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Rural Perspectives: The ring-necked pheasant 
(Phasianus colchicus) a popular game bird

Diane Gray 

Constable

Our area has the perfect 
habitats for pheasants.
Photo credit Diane Constable

by Diane Constable
The ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) is a beautiful bird 

of the grouse family from Asia. There were unsuccessful attempts to 
import them here as early as the 1730s—even George Washington gave 

it a try! It wasn’t until the 1880s that the pheasant began 
to take root in this country.

Pheasants weigh up to 2 to 3 pounds, and are 20 
to 36 inches in length. The male (cock) has beautiful 

markings, while the female (hen) is an overall dull brown.
The hen makes a ground depression in an open grassland and uses soft 

grasses, twigs and feathers to line the nest. About 
four weeks later in mid to late May, the eggs 
hatch and the seven to 15 chicks quickly leave 
the nest and eat on their own. They will stay with 
the hen for about three months. Pleasants live up 
to three years in the wild. In captivity, they can 
live to about 18 years old.

Ring-necked pheasants prefer to run and 
can reach speeds up to 10 mph. They fly short 
distances up to 40 mph. When frightened, 
pheasants will either run or use their strong breast 

muscles to create speed and sound to spring out after hiding in tall grasses. 
Pheasants eat a variety of food found on the ground — from seeds, grasses 

and roots to insects, snails, and spiders — and even an occasional mouse or 
shrew. In the winter, they will roost for up to two weeks without eating. They 
like to take dust baths to get rid of dirt, old feathers and parasites.

Our area has perfect habitats for pheasants — grasslands, idle farm fields, 
wetlands, hay and crop lands, and shrub lands. Past changes in farming 
practices and grassland losses have reduced the number of birds. There 
are many private groups and farms that help pheasants to thrive. Their top 
recommendation to save the birds is to wait to cut hayfields until after mid-
July so the chicks will survive.

Fun Fact: The ring-necked pheasant has been introduced all over the 
planet and is now one of the world’s most popular game birds. 

Stockbridge Area Senior Center opening 
March 1 in Stockbridge Township Hall

 We will be offering lunch and scheduled 
enrichment activities every Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Thanks to our welcoming 
community, we are grateful to have spaces at the 
Stockbridge Town Hall as our main campus, and 
local churches as supplemental gathering areas 
for now. (Lunch and ALL activities will be held at 
Stockbridge United Methodist Church during the 
week of March 15, 16, 17.)

 Join us Wednesday March 16 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for our St. Patrick's Day Party where we 
will serve corned beef and cabbage, have a craft, 
membership info and play Lucky Leprechaun 
Bingo!

 For further information, membership, our calendar, or to volunteer/donate, 
call 734-916-5617 or email SASC49285@gmail.com. Also, visit our website at 
stockbridgeareaseniors.org.
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From CADL Stockbridge

Celebrate National Reading Month in March at 
the Stockbridge library

by Head Librarian Sherri 
McConnell

The month of March brings to 
mind many images — lions and 
lambs, kites, mud, and daffodils. 
Here at the library, we think of Dr. 
Seuss. 

March 2 is his birthday, and his 
real name was Theodor Geisel. In 
honor of Dr. Seuss' birthday and 

his legacy of literacy for children, March was designated as National 
Reading Month.

You may be thinking “every month is reading month” and you are 
absolutely correct, but in March we make a really big deal out of it! 
However, we aren’t celebrating with the Cat in the Hat, but with a 
pigeon! We are featuring a beloved book character, the Pigeon from 
"Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus" by Mo Willems. If you have 
children or worked with children in the last 20 years, you have probably 
met this pigeon with attitude. 

We will have special story times on March 2 and March 9 at 10:30 
a.m. to celebrate reading with babies and pre-readers. Drop by anytime in 
March and take a selfie with the Pigeon! The bus will be standing by, too. 
Just don’t let the Pigeon drive it!

Another thing that comes to mind in March is seedlings. I start 
planning my garden even though I know warm weather and soft 
soil is still weeks away. The Stockbridge Branch will have the Seed 
Library from March through May, thanks to funds from the Friends of 
the Stockbridge Library book sales and donations from several seed 
companies. Stop by and check out the inventory. We also will be offering 
gardening classes in April, so stay tuned. We will limit the number of 
packets taken per visit to ensure availability throughout the spring.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 
Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit the website at 
cadl.org. 

The Stockbridge Branch will have a seed library 
available from March through May. Photo provided 
by CADL

New voter information cards 
coming soon

by Linda Topping, 
Unadilla Township 
Clerk

Michigan recently 
made history as its 
congressional district 
maps were prepared 

by citizens, not politicians. These new district 
boundaries were approved by the Michigan 
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 
(MICRC). 

This was the first time Michigan used the 
commission since it was established by voters 
in 2018. Under Proposal 2, a constitutional 
amendment approved by voters, the redistricting 
process was transferred away from the Michigan 
Legislature to a newly established panel. 

The commission is composed of four Democrats, 
four Republicans and five unaffiliated voters. In 
addition to the redistricting work, the panel also 
had to make the process transparent to Michigan 
voters. 

Once the 2020 Census data was complete, the 
commission began soliciting mapping suggestions 
and holding town meetings across the state. 
Currently, there are still two lawsuits pending 
against the MICRC’s mapping.

Once the suits are resolved, all residents affected 
will receive new voter information cards. The 
cards will look very similar to the previous cards, 
but perhaps with new district numbers. Federal 
congressional districts, Michigan Senate districts, 
Michigan House districts along with county 
commissioner districts have been somewhat 
redistributed. 

To see the proposed district boundaries for your 
area, go online to the state of Michigan website 
or contact your local clerk to look at the proposed 
maps.
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Staff Spotlight: Corey Pena teaches our 
youngest students to be successful readers 

Corey Pena looks up from 
working with her students at 
Smith Elementary. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Corey Pena has been teaching elementary-aged children for several 

years in Stockbridge, beginning at the start of her career in 1998 as a 
resource teacher in the Special Education Department. Currently, Pena is 
a Title One academic support lead teacher at both Smith Elementary and 
Heritage. 

When Pena was in third grade, her family settled in the Stockbridge 
area. She graduated in 1993 from Stockbridge High School and then 
attended Washtenaw Community College to work on her associate degree. 

Amy Haggerty

From there, she went on to Eastern Michigan University where she earned a master’s degree in 
clinical psychology and a secondary English teaching degree. 

Before pursuing her teaching career, Pena held a position for the Washtenaw County Clerk. 
She thinks of Judge William F. Ager Jr. as “one of my most influential advisers who knew that 
I wanted to become both a counselor and teacher. He encouraged me to begin taking classes 

while I worked for him.”
Along with her husband, Greg, they have raised three 

children, who all graduated from Stockbridge Schools: Yolanda 
Draffen is a teacher at Paragon Charter in Jackson and is raising 
two daughters. Mandi Look is a cloud support engineer in 
Seattle. Their son, Charlie, is a marketing specialist at Dart 
Container in Mason. 

Pena loves spending time in her own backyard. Her family 
enjoys their pool, riding four-wheelers, and many other outdoor 
activities. Beyond Michigan, Pena loves the mountain range in 
Colorado, and says, “They hold great memories for me.” In the 
past several years, she makes it a point to travel to Seattle to 
visit with her daughter and her son-in-law.

Looking back over 25 years, Pena says, “I have helped over 
750 high-risk students learn to read.'' She adds that her greatest 

responsibility is “to ensure that all students who need extra and specialized 
programming are given high-quality instruction to master the curriculum to the 
best of their ability.”

Music has been a passion for Pena. In addition to teaching, she plays the 
keyboard and is a singer/songwriter/performer. She and Greg have recorded 
many songs together. Her dream is to meet Billy Joel and Dolly Parton someday. 
It’s no surprise that Dolly made the list when Pena explains her desire to meet 
the singer-songwriter.

“Dolly Parton—for what kind of person she is and the fact that we both have 
music and literacy in common.”

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 
33 years in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago 
with her husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending 
time with family and friends.

The project used funds awarded from the IRS/
MSHDA Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) 
Program.

“At PK and Lakewood Apartments, we are so 
very excited to be able to continue to provide quality 
affordable housing and be able to make the upgrades to 
our buildings, so they function better for the long run,” 
said Marea Powell, director of property management 
for PK Companies. “We are also so happy that we’ve 
had the new building built, so we were able to bring 
back some of our fire victims to the property.” 

Prospective residents are encouraged to call the 
Lakewood Apartments leasing office at 517-851-7093 
to get on the waiting list for an apartment home. 

Lakewood Apartments page 1

It’s always bugged me that people who never served in the 
military get Veterans Day off while many veterans have to 

go to work.
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by Shuyler Clark
All too often, stories with promising premises can be bogged down by underwhelming or undeveloped romance. These two science 

fiction novels strike a balance between plot and relationships with minimal sacrifice.
The Darkness Outside Us by Eliot Schrefer
With Earth succumbing to climate change, the planet is quickly becoming uninhabitable. A spacefarer travels to Saturn’s moon 

Titan, the nearest habitable landscape, only to face unknown peril shortly after her arrival. In an attempt to retrieve the spacefarer, 
humanity’s two remaining countries send out one delegate apiece on their high-tech spaceship, the Coordinated Endeavor. 

Ambrose and Kodiak are complete strangers forced to trust each other despite their countries’ tensions. However, both soon realize 
that they may have worse problems than each other’s company lurking within the Coordinated Endeavor itself.

Behind this title’s slow but steady beginning is a plot laced with twist after twist, each one skillfully developing the suspense and 
stakes. Although Ambrose and Kodiak’s relationship is robustly developed as well, the untold mysteries behind their voyage are this 
book’s greatest strength. Considering teen fiction often features unsatisfying romances against standard writing tropes, The Darkness 
Outside Us presents a refreshing narrative that still carries the familiar tone of a young adult tale. Readers may want tissues ready for 
the novel’s heart-wrenching moments.

Winter’s Orbit by Everina Maxwell
People have always considered Kiem a useless prince, not good for much other than appealing to the masses as a happy-go-lucky 

simpleton. He doesn’t seem like the ideal candidate for an arranged political marriage, but that is what he finds himself thrust into 
following his cousin Taam’s untimely death. 

As Kiem and Jainan, Taam’s widowed husband, struggle to connect in the wake of their sudden communion, they learn that Taam’s 
death may have been no accident; because of that, the fate of a critical treaty between the planets of their star system hangs in the 
balance. In order to renew the treaty, Kiem and Jainan have to solve the mystery of Taam’s death while sorting out their feelings for 
each other.

Whereas The Darkness Outside Us complemented its plot with romance, Winter’s Orbit goes all out on Kiem’s and Jainan’s 
slow-burn relationship. Through the use of multiple perspectives, readers gain insight into each character’s viewpoint of the other. 

Slow-burn romances abound in these queer space operas

Shuyler Clark

Reading Between the Lines

This paves the way for entertaining, if somewhat excessive, dramatic irony as Kiem and Jainan constantly misread each other. This strategy in turn helps 
amplify their individual character arcs, which are at times more satisfying than the romance itself. Although billed as an adult novel, the romantic aspects 

Senior center page 1

“The Stockbridge Area Senior Center is going to be a vital resource 
for the seniors in our area,” Wireman said. “These seniors, who are 
a major part of our community, will be able to gather for lunches, 
socialize, and obtain their Meals on Wheels each week from one 
location.”

According to Lantis, the township is committed to working with the 
Village of Stockbridge Planning Commission to finalize the necessary 
documentation and get the senior center open as quickly as possible.

Meanwhile, the SASC Board and Stockbridge Township have agreed 
to open the senior center temporarily in the Stockbridge Township Hall 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

stay out of risque territory; however, readers may find brief depictions 
of sexual abuse disturbing.

Summary
Readers who appreciate slower, character-driven storytelling will 

enjoy these reads. Of note in both works is the embracing of diversity, 
particularly in regards to gender identity as well as sexual orientation. 
Both Schrefer and Maxwell envision futures where humanity is striving 
toward inclusivity, showing optimism for our own future.

Shuyler Clark is a graduate of Stockbridge High School and Lansing 
Community College. When she is not reading or writing, she can be found 
snuggling with her birds.
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Ask an Expert: Is my car 
safe to drive after a crash?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
After an auto accident, you could be wondering if it is 

safe to drive your vehicle. Here are some things to consider 
before driving your car.

Your own health and safety. Before you consider 
your car, you need to make sure that you’re fine to drive. 

Accidents are very stressful situations and people react in different ways. It’s 
important to get checked by the first responders at the accident scene. Make sure 
you’ve been taken care of and cleared for driving.

Broken windshield. The first and obvious thing to look for is your visibility 
behind the wheel. If your windshield is badly cracked or shattered, then you 
shouldn’t be driving it. A cracked windshield can alter your vision because of 
how light travels through glass and other materials making it difficult to see other 
drivers and pedestrians on the road.

Are your headlights working? It’s important to test and make sure that your 
headlights, taillights and signal lights are working.

Fluid leakage. Check to see if your car is leaking any fluids. Leaking fluid 
from a car is dangerous because it can cause a fire as you’re driving and this could 
lead to another accident. Leaking fluid also signals that a major car system is about 
to run out of what it needs to function correctly.

Damage to the hood. This area of the car houses a number of very important 
systems including the car’s engine. If the hood is badly damaged, then you 
shouldn’t drive your car because it will break down sooner than you think.

Brakes and tires. In over 70 percent of auto accidents, tires seem to be the 
first to be impacted mostly because the collision tends to move cars against 
their intended direction. If your car has a flat tire, don’t attempt to drive it. The 
uneven distribution of pressure can affect the car’s steering. Ineffective brakes are 
something to look out for as well as they’re usually damaged also.

Bottom line. The decision to drive your car after an accident varies from 
accident to accident. Use the points above to assess your individual situation to 
make sure you’re staying on the safe side. The important thing after that is fixing 
your car. Find a reputable collision repairshop in your area and let them take care 
of your car.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge.The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here 
over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and 
Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they 
have been working on cars for more than 75 years. 

Centennial glimpses

Recollections of Tom Howlett (Part 2)
The flu epidemic of 1918

Article reprinted from The Town Crier, Dec. 4, 1984 (continued from February 
2022 Stockbridge Community News issue).

What were the characteristics of this so called Spanish influenza? Contrary 
to the present when flu victims are chiefly the children, the frail and the aged, in 
1918 those most likely to die of the flu were the vigorous and robust, aged between 
twenty and forty. Among my acquaintances of that time I recall a rugged young 
farmer whose widow had to carry on and raise their family of children herself. I 
think of a husband whose attractive young wife left a number of children for him 
to raise. I fondly remember an eighth grade girl, one of my pupils when I taught in 
a country school during the school year of 1923 and '24, a motherly little girl and 
an ever present help in dealing with problems other than academic that a teacher 
encounters among first graders. The reason - her mother had died of the flu when 
she was nine and she had to take care of the younger children.

What usually were the common symptoms of this unique disease? Medical 

charts of that time show these: inflammation 
of the mucous membrane of the nose, throat 
and bronchi, fever 104 degrees, drowsiness, 
sensitivity to light a slowing down of all bodily 
functions and paradoxically, a slow pulse 
despite the high fever. The ultimate cause of 
death was often pneumonia.

These symptoms often occurred suddenly 
and without warning, One of my friends who 
grew up on a farm relates, "My father was in 
bed with the flu. I was helping mother with the 
chores. While I was pitching ensilage from the 
silo I suddenly became very sick. I managed to 
get down from the silo but fell in a heap when I 
reached the bottom. I was too heavy for mother 
to carry but she got me into my old coaster 
wagon and pulled me to the house in this.”

See Flu epidemic of 1918 on page 16.

This personal account of living 
through the 1918 Flu Epidemic 
appeared in the The Town Crier, Dec. 
4, 1984.
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‘Reading Month’ filled with fun at Smith, Heritage schools 

Tim, a second grade student at Smith 
Elementary, is gearing up for March Is 
Reading Month. Photo credit Laura Whitaker

by Judy Brune
The Dr. Seuss quote, “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the 

more places you'll go,” is especially true for students at Smith Elementary this year. With a theme of “Read Across 
America,” the school’s March Is Reading Month activities will be focused on “taking a road trip across the country” 
(including the great state of Michigan!) through books.

For many years, March has been a fun-filled month of school activities to encourage and celebrate reading. This 
year is no exception.

At Smith, students will work toward a goal of reading 3,000 “miles” (i.e. books) to earn a Great American Cook-
Off Celebration at month’s end. Theme days with dressing in red, white and blue (or like a tourist!) and taking 
“virtual field trips” across the U.S.A. while reading corresponding books will be sure to motivate students. Fun days 
like Reading on a Beach Day, Camp-Out Reading Day and a Reading Road Trip (where there will be an interactive 
map that has links to books about all 50 states) also are planned.

“Heritage Harbors” is the March Is Reading Month theme for the third through sixth grade students. With a focus 
on “being a community and celebrating reading, literature and each other,” Heritage students will enjoy earning 
tokens and book prizes for reading 20 minutes in class each day along with listening to a school community read-

aloud of “Harbor Me.” Fun rewards for meeting reading goals include extra recess, enjoying a movie and popcorn, along with a special event for the six 
top readers (involving Heritage Principal Mark LaLonde and cream pies!). Students will look forward to a “book swap” scheduled for March 14 and 
finding a “green book” to read on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Teaming up with the Stockbridge Library, all Smith students will be given a new book, while Heritage School staff members will receive copies of 
“Harbor Me'' as well as other new books that have been requested. Prizes will be given to students who turn in a drawing from a book they enjoy, and they 
will be displayed in the town library. The PTO also is generously providing books with the March Is Reading Month theme.

Thanks to Smith teacher Laura Whitaker and Heritage teacher Ashley Moore for the information provided in this article. 
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UTPD Activity Jan. 1-31, 2022
Saturday 1/1 - Civil Complaint-Barton Rd./
Spears Rd., Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/
Devonshire Dr.
Sunday 1/2 - Civil Complaint-Webb St./Church 
St., Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct., Assist 
EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.
Monday 1/3 - Assist EMS-Spearswood Dr./
Thornton Dr., Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside 
Dr.
Tuesday 1/4 - Litter Violation-Stockbridge St./
Cass St.
Wednesday 1/5 - Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./
Unadilla Rd.
Thursday 1/6 - Subpoena Service-Location 
Undisclosed, Assist EMS-Arnold Rd./W. M-36, 
Welfare Check-Berkshire Dr./Gregory Rd.
Friday 1/7 - Assist EMS-Spears Rd./Donohue 
Rd.
Saturday 1/8 - Civil Complaint-Barton Rd./
Spears Rd.
Sunday 1/9 - Animal Complaint-Wasson Rd./
Gregory Rd., Assist EMS-W. Trebesh Cir./
Winifred Ct., Shots Fired-Arnold Rd./W. M-36
Monday 1/10 - Civil Complaint-E. Trebesh Cir/
Livermore Rd., 911 Hang Up-Spears Rd./Van 
Syckle Rd.
Tuesday 1/11 - Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr., Assist EMS-Gregory Rd./Wasson 
Rd., Suspicious Vehicle-Doyle Rd./Kane Rd., 
Citizen Assist-Location Undisclosed
Thursday 1/13 - Miscellaneous Complaint-
Mickey Ln./M-36, Stalking-Webb St./M-36, 
Malicious Destruction of Property-Williamsville 
Rd./Holmes Rd.
Friday 1/14 - Lockout-M-36/Main St., Welfare 
Check-Williamsville Rd./Unadilla Rd., 911 Hang 
up-E. Trebesh Rd./Livermore Rd.
Monday 1/17 - Assist EMS-W. Trebesh Cir./
Winfred Ct., Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./E. 

Trebesh Cir.
Tuesday 1/18 - Respond to Alarm-Donohue Rd./
Spears Rd., Animal Complaint-Dexter Trl./Dutton 
Rd., Disturbance/Trouble-W M-36/Dreamcatcher
Wednesday 1/19 - Welfare Check-Park Dr./
Woodside Dr., Larceny-Woodside Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Saturday 1/22 - Property Damage Accident-W. 
M-36/Livermore Rd.
Sunday 1/23 - Animal Complaint-Williamsville 
Rd./Holmes Rd.
Monday 1/24 - Electrical Hazard-M-106/M-36, 
Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St., Property 
Damage Accident-Doyle Rd./Howlett Rd.
Tuesday 1/25 - Subpoena Service-Location 
Undisclosed, Citizen Assist-Wasson Rd./Weller 
Rd.
Wednesday 1/26 - Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. 
Trebesh Cir., Animal Complaint-Stockbridge St./
Cass St.
Thursday 1/27 - Animal Complaint-Weller 
Rd./Wasson Rd., Structure Fire-Spearswood 
Dr./Thornton Dr., Subpoena Service-Location 
Undisclosed
Friday 1/28 - Animal Complaint-Wasson Rd./
Bradley Rd., Property Damage Accident-Doyle 
Rd./Worden Rd., Structure Fire-Rockwell Rd./
Bowdish Rd.
Saturday 1/29 - Personal Injury Accident-
Unadilla Rd./Bullis Rd.
Sunday 1/30 - Personal Injury Accident-W. Coon 
Lake Rd./Bull Run Rd., Animal Complaint-
Stockbridge St./Cass St., Suspicious Situation-
Wasson Rd./Gregory Rd.
Monday 1/31 - Malicious Destruction of Property-
Joslin Lake Rd./Joslin Lake Dr., Assist EMS-
Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd., Fraud-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 25 January 2022 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency, McAlister, Kitley, Walz and 
4 residents. Also present: Deputy James Moore and 
Andy Grimes, Henrietta Township Supervisor. 
Public Comment: Sharon Houck read a prayer to help 
our country, our politicians, first responders, police, 
fire and all hospital personnel. Bill Richardson shared 
information on the redistricting that has taken place 
and the maps. He also said it would be nice to have 
Christmas decorations in Waterloo Village as well as 
Munith next year. They have the poles to put them on. 
Munith needs more poles with power and more new 
lights.
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with 
support from McAlister to pay Post Audit bills in the 
amount of $7,622.75. Roll call vote: Yes/Walz, Kitley, 
Lance, Morency, McAlister; no/none. Motion carried. 
Deputy Moore gave a police report for December: 
Dispatched complaints=13, traffic stops=12, verbal 
warnings=9, felony arrests=8, misdemeanor arrests=2. 
Correspondence: Kitley mentioned that the Township 
had received another letter stating we are eligible to 
become a Charter Township.
Old Business: None 
New Business:
Parks & Recreation: Walz reported that Clear Lake 
County Park was being worked on, Owsinski is 
working on an Instagram page for the committee and 
that the footpath work is being planned. 
Planning Commission: Morency reported on the 
Planning Commission meeting January 18th. She 
stated that they had no new additions to Principle Uses 
or Topic Review List; they discussed target shooting 
safety concerns from neighboring parcels; completed 
Article 11.16 water discharge issue; Rewrite required 
for Article 11.18 after concurrence from Township 
Board to allow only duplex dwellings.
Lance spoke in place of CG Lantis, Stockbridge 
Township Supervisor who had ended up unable to 
attend. Lance talked of the food coop that is being 
worked toward in Stockbridge. There is a shortage 
of places in these rural areas to get fresh produce and 
other food items because there are no large grocery 

stores available. These food banks are being created 
elsewhere through grants and other financial processes.
The following were action items addressed at the 
meeting:
• Kitley motioned with support from McAlister to 
commit to spend an amount not to exceed $30,000 
from our ARPA funds in partnership with Henrietta 
Township for a well to be placed at the Munith 
Community Park for fire truck use contingent on a 
Memo of Intent from our lawyer for both Townships to 
sign. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
• Lance asked McAlister to check into pole barn costs 
to put on Township property to house a fire truck.
• Lance motioned to reappointed the following 
members to the Planning Commission: Cynthia 
Richardson, 2 years; Gary Siegrist, 2 years; Mark 
Zweifler, 2 years; Bill Steere, 3 years; Ralph 
Schumacher, 3 years. To Zoning Board of Appeals: 
Mike Martin, 1 year; Carmen Burgess, 2 years; 
Rebecca Lackey (Alternate) 2 years. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.
• Lance motioned with support from Morency to accept 
the insurance policy quote from Decker Insurance 
Agency in the amount of $10, 498.00 effective from 
February 1, 2022 to January 31, 2023. Roll call vote: 
Yes/Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz. No/
none. Motion carried.
Other Items That Come Before The Board: Walz spoke 
of a tire grant that would allow us to have a semi trailer 
here for tire collection on our Trash Collection Day at 
the Township on Saturday, September 17th . She will 
check into it and see if it will work. There are other 
options also as mentioned by Andy Grimes.
Public Comment: Andy Grimes offered to help with 
grant language on another grant that will be coming 
available this year that would help pay for security 
system either for the Munith Park or the Waterloo 
Township Hall. 
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. The next 
regular board meeting will be on February 22, 2022 at 
7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page 
at: waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES Feb. 22, 2022

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on February 22, 
2022 at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township 
Hall. Members present at the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor 
CG Lantis, Treasurer James Wireman, Trustee 
Ed Wetherell Member absent from meeting: 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Trustee Terry Sommer
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting agenda as printed 
Wetherell second Wetherell motioned amend 
the Stockbridge Township Board agenda 
to add Roads under old business Wireman 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting minutes from January 17, 
2022 as printed Wireman second All in Favor 
Motion carried
Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2021 thru February 21, 2022 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Stockbridge Township Senior Center 
blueprint updates and discussion to add a 
secondary exit door is required Oakley Rd 
repaved after prep work. Discussion on 
Stockbridge Township has $78,000.00 credit 
with Ingham County which Stockbridge 
Township will cover the rest. Green & 
Shepper Rd getting seal work done. Prepping 

Grimes Rd and East Milner for paving
New Business
Wireman motion to continue using the 
Ingham County equalization department for 
Board of Review for Poverty Exemption as 
followed

Mar. 2 – Special Story Time for Babies and Pre-Readers, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Mar. 2 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages 3+), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 3 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 3 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 5 – Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 10 a.m. to noon
Mar. 9 – Special Story Time for Babies and Pre-Readers, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Mar. 9 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages 3+), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 10 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 10 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 12 – Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Annual Festival of Tables Online 
Auction Begins 
Mar. 15 – Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 5 to 7 p.m.
Mar. 16 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages 3+), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Mar. 17 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 17 – Book Group, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 17 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 19 – Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Annual Festival of Tables Online 
Auction Ends
Mar. 23 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages 3+), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Mar. 24 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 24 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 28 – Stockbridge Area Arts Council Monthly Meeting, 10 to 11 a.m. at the 
Stockbridge Activity Center
Mar. 30 – Movers and Readers Storytime (Ages 3+), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Mar. 31 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mar. 31 – Drop-in STEAM Lab, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Mondays, March 16 thru April 20 - Tri-County Office on Aging Diabetes PATH, 5:30 to 8 
p.m. via Zoom (see page 26)
Wednesdays, March 7 thru April 11 - Tri-County Office on Aging Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers, 2 to 3:30 p.m. via Zoom (see page 26)

For more community events visit: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email submissions 
to stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Community Calendar

Class Tentative Ratio Multipliers

Agricultural 46.95 1.0650
Commercial 50.45 0.9911
Industrial 45.74 1.0931
Residential 46.78 1.0688
Personal 50.00 1.00

Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Wetherell motion to purchase the lift from 
Bryan Garner’s family for $5,000.00 roll call 
vote Wetherell Yes, Wireman Yes, Lantis Yes 
Motion Carried Lantis made the motion to 
raise Board of Review pay as followed half 
day pay to $75.00 and full day to $125.00 
Roll call vote Wetherell Yes, Wireman Yes, 
Lantis Yes Motion Carried
Wireman motion to pay the Stockbridge 
Township Board monthly bills in the amount 
of $ 30,027.07
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen Comment’s Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board meeting at 8:04 pm 
Wireman Second
Meeting adjourned

Becky Muraf 
Stockbridge Township Clerk 



March 2022 9

Bridge to Wellness

March (National Nutrition Month): A festival for the soul
by Sophia Speroff, MPH, RD
National Nutrition Month was initiated in 1973 and became a month-long observance in 1980 in response to the growing interest in nutrition. 

This month embraces global cultures, cuisines, and inclusion — an opportunity to give every culture a place at the table. It's a chance to celebrate 
cultural heritage, tradition, and recipes to nourish ourselves, learn about one another, and find appreciation in our diversity. 

This month highlights the unique, cultural variety of foods available to people from around the world and helps to create healthy habits, fine-Sophia Speroff, MPH, RD

tune traditional recipes, and provide alternative cooking methods and other healthful advice, all while celebrating cultural foods 
and heritage. 

Nutritious meals can fit within any cultural preferences. Examples of healthful menu items from cultural traditions include:
• Chinese: Stir-fried rice with vegetables such as bok choy, snap peas and carrots, along with brown rice and shrimp or 

chicken. 
• Italian: Minestrone soup with kidney beans added for folate, fiber, and protein; caprese salad with mozzarella served with 

lycopene-rich tomatoes including basil on top. 
• Greek: Tzatziki sauce (yogurt, cucumber, fresh dill, and loads of garlic) served as a dip with vegetables or on pita 

sandwiches; and Kolokithokeftedes (zucchini, fresh mint, feta cheese and extra-virgin olive oil) are zucchini balls pan-seared 
and served with tzatziki.

• Mexican: Jicama (crisp, slightly sweet root vegetable) peeled and served on a salad with lime vinaigrette and gazpacho 
made with spinach or cucumbers.

Or try these global cuisine meal ideas that add flavor, variety, and nutrition:
• Asian Indian: Fruit chutney, dal.
• Latin American: Mango smoothie, cactus salad, quinoa.
• European: Polish beets.
• Asian: Stir-fried greens.
Tips to reimagine traditional dishes:
• Cook with spices and herbs instead of salt to add flavor.
• Swap out meat for beans or lentils for a heart healthful plant forward plate.
• Cook with vegetable oils (olive and canola) instead of solid fats (butter and coconut oil) to limit saturated fat.
• To decrease extra calories from fat, bake, grill, roast or steam your food instead of frying.
As Amy Choi wrote, “Food feeds the soul. To the extent that we all eat food, and we all have souls, food is the single great unifier across cultures.” 
Cultural cuisines are a feast for the senses, a complement of sights, sounds and 

colors. They're a festival for the soul, and the heart. 
What feeds your soul?
Article sources:
• Global Foods for a Healthy Plate (eatright.org)
• Academy: Celebrate a World of Flavors During National Nutrition Month® 

2022 (eatrightpro.org)
• What Americans can learn from other food cultures (ideas.ted.com)

Cultural cuisines are a feast for the 
senses, a complement of sights, sounds 
and colors. Photo by Mor Shani, Unsplash

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition. Sophia Speroff is a registered dietitian (RD) of 10 
years with her master’s in public health, currently working at 
St Joseph Mercy Hospital in Chelsea as a community RD. She 
has an athletic and competitive side, staying active training for 
triathlons and half marathons. In her free time, Sophia likes to 
hike, folk dance and garden.
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A glance in the rearview mirror 

March 1922— River too drunk to freeze. 
Entertaining shingles. Poland bars shimmy & trot.

by Mary Jo David
The following news excerpts are from March 1922 
editions of the Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. These 

are mostly reproduced in the original, without edits or corrections. Visit the Stockbridge 
Library to view electronic copies of old local news publications dating back to 1883.
River Will Not Freeze Over: Residents of Beaver, Pa, couldn’t figure out during the 
recent zero weather why the Ohio River continued to flow placidly on. ... Chemists were 
employed, and their report in brief was this—the river is on a genteel toot and can’t freeze. 
… Great quantities of moonshine mash are coming from a great many sewers emptying 
into the Ohio River … the alcohol permeates the water of the Ohio, preventing it from 
freezing…. –3/2/1922
These Oats Expensive: Sorrow came to several Ann Arbor people recently when they were 
informed that oats which they had taken from an overturned freight car on the Ann Arbor 
railroad tracks would have to be paid for. …those whose names had been turned over to the 
police … were notified to appear to the police station and settle up… –3/2/1922
Takes Life in His Hands: The man who dares to drink the present-day moonshine is in 
danger at any time of turning his toes to the stars … The state director for Colorado says it 
is true that a man can still get a drink in Colorado, “but he takes his life in his hands when 
he swallows that white lightning stuff. … A man had better increase his life insurance and 
bid good-bye to his family before he takes a drink of the stuff that is made in unsanitary 
cellars and dirty attics and in all kinds of vessels from a foot tub to a tin boiler.” –3/23/1922
LOCAL/PERSONAL—March 2, 1922 edition: 
• The contract for building the White Oak–Plainfield Road, 2.691 miles, has been let to 
Clarence Diehl of Dansville for $13,361. Cost per mile $4965.15. Highest bid $26,653.44.
• Reports came in from west of town last week that “Bushnell,” wanted in Jackson for 
murder, had been seen around Derby Neighborhood. … After investigating, “Bushnell” was 
found to be Rube Moeckel waiting for some friends to come along and take him to auction.
• WANTED TO TRADE—Reo car, five passenger, in good condition. Will trade for good 
milk cow, sheep, or hogs. –Monroe Budd.
LOCAL/PERSONAL—March 9, 1922 edition: 
• I will hatch chickens for people. –Mrs. Fred Lydle.
• Gregory: Several people from here attended the play “Pinafore” at Stockbridge, and 
pronounced it fine.
• Plainfield: Frank VanSyckle is entertaining shingles, but feels that he is the party being 
entertained.
• Plainfield: Frank Lidgard, aged 50 last Sunday, found the surprise of his life when he 
marched right into the front door to find the house overflowing with Hoosier friends. … 
Frank will never be quite sane as the surprise was so great. Eatables with limit were sat 
down to...
LOCAL/PERSONAL—March 23, 1922 edition: 
• Mr. and Mrs. Claude English attended the funeral of his father at Concord last Saturday. 
He was a civil war veteran, and served under Custer and belonged to the same regiment.

See Rearview mirror on page 13.
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by Clyde Whitaker
A solitary tree stands on the south side of M-106, just past the curve 

leaving town. Drivers who travel on this road toward Munith may not 
even give the familiar tree a second glance. But once, that tree was the 

Lone tree still stands, years 
after tragedy that killed 3

Clyde Whitaker

site of a tragedy, and it happened so long ago that many may not have heard the story.
Back on a Sunday night, Dec. 5, 1954, at about 6:30 p.m., a small plane struck the tree 

and fell with a fiery crash, killing three area men.
As reported the next day in the Jackson Citizen Patriot, the men were identified as 

Edward Gilmore, 38, of Gregory, who was the pilot and owner of the ill-fated plane, along 

Clyde's Corner

with his passengers Thomas Whitaker, 23, of 
6848 Coon Hill Road, and Royce Porath, 31, of 
7555 Coon Hill Road.

Stockbridge resident Bernard Risner told me 
he was in town at the time and heard the sirens 
from the firetrucks. He saw them leaving town 
and followed them to see what was happening. 

When Risner arrived at the scene, the plane 
was completely engulfed in flames. No one could 
get close to the airplane because the fire was too 
intense. Risner described it as an awful scene, 
something that haunted him for years.

The Jackson Citizen Patriot also reported that 
Donald Krummrey, of Stockbridge, witnessed the 
crash. Krummrey was driving north on M-106 
when the low-flying plane passed over his car 
before it struck the tree and crashed to the ground. 
The plane's final resting place was about 75 yards 
north of that tree.

According to the newspaper report, Edward 
P. Reynolds, CAA facility chief in Jackson, 
Michigan, said his investigation of the crash 
led him to believe the plane may have been 
attempting to land. Reynolds said that the 
condition of the left wing of the plane led him to 
believe that it had struck the tree.

Now you know the story of that fateful night, 
68 years ago, and the solitary tree that serves as a 
reminder, still standing after all these years.

Clyde Whitaker is a 1973 Stockbridge 
graduate. He and his wife, Mary, raised four 
children in Stockbridge, and they still reside in 
the Stockbridge area.

The 1954 Jackson Citizen Patriot headline the day after the plane crashed in Stockbridge. 

Three local men were killed in the 1954 plane 
crash. Article from the Jackson Citizen Patriot, 
Dec. 6, 1954. Photos provided by Clyde Whitaker

The remains of the plane that crashed in 
Stockbridge in 1954.
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Published in Uncaged, January 2022

New year, different celebrations
by Audrey Austin, Uncaged Reporter
All around the world cultures celebrate the upcoming year in vastly different ways. 
Americans have many traditions they begin with for the new year, New Year's resolutions, kissing 

at midnight and watching the ball drop are just a few, but why? It is thought that if you kiss someone 
when the clock turns twelve, evil spirits will be warded off according to USA Today. Photo from Uncaged News website

Although in different parts of the world that is not always the case. For example, the Chinese Lunar New Year changes the dates every year 
because it depends on the moon. They also celebrate for up to 16 days. There are plenty of other celebrations that go on as well besides these. 
Typically New Year's in the United States always falls on January 1 and is celebrated for two days. 

Stockbridge, Ml Even here in a small town traditions vary and teenagers begin the new year with a bang or a cozy night in.
''[Since I was 10] I go to the Medina's house and we always eat tacos and my meme brings over an m&m platter and organizes it to look like 

an American flag." senior Paige Stolarz said. 
"We take a wine glass and fill it up with 12 grapes and we have to eat each grape. For each grape that you eat equals one wish, we've been 

doing this for 12 years," senior Yarely Cervantes said. 
"Every year I made a resolution to be a better person and make goals specific to that year. This year my goal is to finish school, track, and 

band on a good note," senior Alexandria Teachout said. 
"My family has this tradition where we go outside and start banging pots and pans down the street once the ball drops at midnight," junior 

Maggie Mahler said. 
Brazil In Brazil, they have a New Year's tradition to take control of their fortunes by their underwear color. Yellow gives prosperity, red 

stands for love and passion, blue for good health and tranquility and white stands for peace. 
Columbia In Columbia many people carry empty suitcases at midnight in hopes to bring fortune and prosperity. Along with this, some 

people carry money in their hands to attract financial security and stability in the coming year. 
Denmark One of Denmark's most common traditions is to smash plates or other unused dishes. Citizens save their unused or unwanted 

dishes to smash on their friends or families doorsteps on New Years to ward off bad spirits. 
Greece Greece has a tradition of hanging an onion on their doors 

as a sign of rebirth and on New Year's day parents often will wake up 
their children by tapping an onion on their heads.

China The New Year's traditions of the Chinese have been 
occurring since the third millennium BCE. The lunar new year date 
changes every year because it is reliant on the moon. It starts on the 
New moon and ends on a full moon. During this time there is a 15 day 
celebration of the new year. Some of the things they celebrate include, 
paying their respects to the dead, spending time with their family 
and friends and celebrating their gods. They also have big feasts to 
celebrate good health and another way to spend time with families. 
On the last day, a reunion dinner takes place and is decorated full of 
lanterns to represent the full moon. 

''The festival is associated with guiding lost and ill bred evil spirits 
home, while celebrating and cultivating positive relationships between 
people, families, nature and the higher beings as they are believed to 
be responsible for bringing and returning the light each year," says 
Nation Online.

This article is being published as-is from the original, which was 
published in the January 2022 edition of Uncaged, the student-run 
independent student news of Stockbridge High School. For more 
information about Stockbridge’s award-winning student newspaper, go 

to https://uncagednews.com
Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge 

Area Educational Foundation. https://www.panthernet.net/
our-district/saef/
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LOCAL/PERSONAL—March 30, 1922 edition: 
• Ed Binding was able to walk down town Tuesday, the first time in six months.
• A large flock of wild geese, evidently lost in the heavy fog, made several circles over this 
village Monday night.
• Last Thursday night someone (evidently very dry) took a small window out of D.N. 
Collin’s barn and helped themselves to a barrel of vinegar. D.N. says if they will let him 
know when they will call again he will have a head of cabbage handy and they can use the 
vinegar better with a boiled dinner than drinking it. 
INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
March 2, 1922 edition:
• Another Scout Hero: Fire broke out in a tenement house in East Fourteenth Street, 
New York city. Frank Catalano, a fourteen-year-old boy scout was among the crowd that 

Rearview mirror page 10

assembled. “I got through the fire line,” Frank says, “on the strength of my 
scout badge. I heard a woman screaming for her baby…I wiggled through 
the smoke along the floor and got the baby.” … He went back into the 
building and led a woman and two children out … He then guided two more 
adults out of danger and rescued a dog. Then he went on to school.
• Russian Famine’s Awful Toll Worst Since “Black Death” Era: Not 
since the “Black Death” swept Europe in the Fourteenth century, taking 
a toll of 25,000,000 lives in a single year, has such a horrible calamity 
threatened the world as is now taking form in the famine-stricken regions 
of the Volga Valley in Russia … a cry went out to the world that millions 
were actually starving, living from day to day on acorns, locusts, field mice, 
grass, bark from the trees and the sun-parched clay of the earth…
March 9, 1922 edition:
• 5,000-Year-Old Seeds: A morning glory seed, reputed 5,000 years old, has 
been planted in the garden of Mrs. W. Champlin Robinson, in a Maryland 
village. The seed is one of twelve found in the hand of a mummy of a young 
Egyptian girl. 
March 23, 1922 edition:
• Long Ride on Wheels: Sunbury, Pa—To travel 900 miles to Florida on a 
bicycle without mishap was the experience of William Burell, aged sixteen 
… Young Burell is a mechanical genius and found no trouble in finding 
work at garages along the route. He will leave soon on the second leg of his 
journey to California…
March 30, 1922 edition:
• Poles Bar Shimmy and Trot: Warsaw—The “shimmy” the “scandal” 
and even the fox trot are under ban of the Polish government. All American 
dances, with the exception of the one-step, were prohibited by official order 
at the recent annual military ball.

Kids will have their own special events and crafting parties.Foxy Rebels will team up with LT Designs, a store located 
within the store, to offer the activities. 

Find ongoing event information on their Facebook business page, Foxy Rebels.
Guys, don’t let the name fool you. This is the type of shop where you can find a perfect gift for all the ladies 

in your life, especially those who crave something a little different.
Customers also can become a Rebel and a VIP member/shopper for less than $6, giving you notice of special 

deals and promotions or private events. 
“Foxy Rebels is all about fun, friendships and getting a great deal," according to the co-owners. "Join in on 

the fun by visiting our store, watching our live (events) on Facebook, or joining us for events at the store." 
The two Foxy Rebels thank everyone who has supported the business so far.
“We are looking forward to the warmer weather and have some fun ideas for spring and summer in the 

making,” Weiss said. "An official ribbon-cutting event will be held in the near future.”

Foxy Rebels page 1

Foxy Rebels discount store offers a large 
selection of unique items. Photo provided by 
Foxy Rebels
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM
Vaccines help prevent many illnesses that affect pets. Vaccinating has long been considered one 

of the easiest ways to help your pets live a long, healthy life. Your veterinarian can determine a 
vaccination regimen that will provide the safest and best protection for your individual pet.

Since vaccines are very important to managing the health of your pet, talk to your veterinarian 
about a vaccination protocol that is right for your animal. Factors that should be examined include the 

Vaccines help your pet live a long, healthy life

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

pet's age, medical history, environment, travel habits and lifestyle. 
Most veterinarians recommend administering core vaccines to healthy pets. For dogs, the core vaccines include canine 

parvovirus, distemper, canine hepatitis, leptospirosis and rabies. For cats, the core vaccines include panleukopenia (feline 

Photo by Karsten Winegeart via unsplash.com

distemper), feline calicivirus, feline herpes virus 1 (rhinotrachitis), Chlamydophila 
felis and rabies. Most vaccines are given yearly, with the exception of rabies, 
which after the initial vaccine can be administered every three years.

Vaccines should mildly stimulate the animal's immune system in order to 
create protection from specific infectious diseases. This stimulation can create 
mild symptoms, ranging from soreness at the injection site to fever and allergic 
reactions.

Most pets will show no ill effects from vaccines. Vaccine reactions may be 
minor and short-lived or require immediate care from a veterinarian. Clinical 
signs include fever, sluggishness, loss of appetite, facial swelling and/or hives, vomiting, diarrhea, seizures, 

lameness, difficulty breathing, pain/swelling/redness/scabbing or hair loss 
around the injection site.

It is important to talk to your veterinarian about your pet's medical history 
before vaccinations because, as with any medical procedure, there is a small 
chance of side effects.

If you suspect your pet is having a vaccine reaction, call your veterinarian 
immediately.

To schedule a vaccination appointment for your pet, contact Dr. Cindy 
and the staff at Lakelands Trail Veterinary Clinic at 517-655-5551. The 
clinic is located at 4525 S. Michigan 52 in Stockbridge.

Heartworm testing
The Lakelands Trail Veterinary Clinic also will be offering two walk-in 

clinics for heartworm testing. The first clinic will be from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, April 2. A second clinic will be offered from noon to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 16. 

Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) 
and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. 
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Waterloo Township Board of Review schedule
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That the Organizational Meeting of the March Board of Review is 

scheduled for Friday, March 11, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
Waterloo Township Board of Review will be hearing assessment appeals 

according to the following schedule:
Thursday, March 17, 2022 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday, March 18, 2022 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Tentative Ratio Tentative Factor

Agricultural 50.00 1.000

Commercial 50.00 1.000

Industrial 50.00  1.000

Residential 50.00 1.000

Personal Property 50.00 1.000

All of the above meetings of the Waterloo Township Board of Review will 

be held at the Waterloo Township Hall, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 

49259. Check our website www.waterlootwpmi.com for any changes that 

may occur.

Celebrating green in March—
with Wordle!

by Mary Jo David
What better 

month than March to 
celebrate green? St. 
Patrick’s Day. Crocus 
leaves. And Wordle. 

Yes, Wordle, the 
word game that has 
taken the country—or 
rather, countries—by 
storm. It’s as though 
we are all living 
through a pandemic 
and desperate for 

When sending your Wordle score to friends, 
they only see a color legend so as not to 
give away the actual word. Left: A great 
Wordle day. Right: A frustrating Wordle day. 
Photo provided by Mary Jo David

some solitary fun. Oh wait—we are! And that explains the 
popularity of this simple, free-to-play, daily puzzle that was 
launched publicly in October 2021.

The concept is simple—you are presented with six 
rows of five blank squares each. That’s it, no clues, just 
rows of blank squares. You have six tries to figure out 
the correct five-letter word. As you enter word guesses in 
each row, correct letters in the correct position get a green 
background, correct letters in the wrong position show with 
yellow backgrounds, and letters that are not at all correct 
display with gray backgrounds. 

See Wordle on page 23.
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Clyde McCleer and I grew up together in Gregory. We are among the few left who experienced the flu ourselves in the fall of 1918. Clyde remembers 
that the disease hit him so suddenly and violently that he was unable to reach his bed without his mother's help. He had such a high fever by the time Dr. 
Brogan arrived with his black satchel that it was assumed that Clyde would not fear what the doctor told his parents in the hall outside his room. But he did 
hear this, "If he doesn’t develop pneumonia tonight he has a chance to live.”

I was fourteen that fateful fall. Lee Higgins could run faster but as I remember even he could not chin himself as many times in a row. Certainly no 
germ could get me down. One evening in October, 1918, my sister Daisy and I spent some time with our friends across the street, Gertrude and Adeline 
Chipman. We amused ourselves with an Ouija Board. Several days later we heard the bad news -that Adeline had the flu. I was concerned but went to bed 
that night feeling fine. When I woke in the morning I thought someone had bound a rope tightly around my chest, put my head in a vise and encased my 
legs in lead.

When I failed to appear at the breakfast table for Mother's raised buckwheat pancakes, the family knew something was wrong. Father found me like my 
friend Clyde McCleer, darn awful sick. Father talked by phone with Dr. Claude Sigler in Pinckney. He would be there as soon as he could (all doctors were 
going nearly twenty-four hours a day) but in the meantime I was to be isolated upstairs, my sisters Blanche and Charlotte and brother Dan were to be taken 
to Grandfather Denton's. Dick was a baby, Clifford a toddler. They would have to stay with Mother who under no circumstances was to go upstairs where 
I was. Mother, who was younger than Father and still in her thirties, was a prime target for this germ to strike fatally. There would be no R.N. for me. My 
sister, Daisy, insisted on being my nurse. Florence Nightingale could not have done better!

Despite the typical 104 degree temperature, the heat from the hissing radiator and the warmth of the pile of blankets above me, like Sam McGee in the 
Yukon, I could have enjoyed being cremated alive just to feel warm. Even Daisy could not get my old flannel robe and wool socks away from me.

Intense drama sometimes furnishes its own dramatic relief. Dr. Sigler advised Daisy to sterilize the thermometer because she should monitor her own 
temperature. I don’t remember how many she broke by boiling. There was also the morning when the doctor called to see if I still had a pulse and Father 
at the time was rubbing my chest with Grandmother Howlett's anti pneumonia remedy – turpentine in melted lard. Dr. Sigler was a gruff outspoken man 
but his eyes were always kind. I got a lift when he looked over his glasses at Father and said, "Henry you might just as well turn that boy over and rub that 
stuff on his other end for all the good it will do."

November 11 arrived; my fever was gone; our family was together again. Suddenly the church and school bells began to ring. Auto horns blew and 
people shouted and cheered in the streets. An Armistice had been signed. The war in Europe was over!

I was unable to walk yet, but that afternoon, wrapped in blankets, I was carried to the car and taken downtown to see the enormous quantity of wooden 
boxes, crates, boards and anything else that would burn that people in Gregory were piling high for a huge bonfire. From our north attic window I could 
see its bright glow that night.

No one knew why, but at this time there was a dramatic drop in new cases of Spanish influenza. By the end of 1918, this plague that had killed so many 
and brought such misery to the world .had almost disappeared, never again to appear in such virulent form. But too many young men and too many young 
women had died. Too many little children had lost a parent and sometimes two. Sorrow lingered.

My own heart ached when I learned that my special friend and idol, Paul Kuhn, who had experienced mustard gas in France, was now in an Army 
Hospital there critically ill with flu. Before he entered the army he and his brother Guy worked with their father in Kuhn's Elevator here. It was Paul Kuhn 
who had rescued me from a railroad car being filled with wheat from the elevator. When still youngsters, Allen Bullis and I had climbed into this car and 
were letting the wheat, pouring from a spout above, build up around us. I became buried first. Breathing was difficult. Allen saw my predicament, got out 
of the car and found Paul. I can still remember how furiously he shoveled the wheat away and how good it was to breathe freely again. When I was older 
he took me along to see my first big league ball game at Navin Field. I saw my first college football game at Ferry Field with him. When Father gave me a 
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Stevens 20 ga. single shot Paul was the first to see it. He owned a beautiful Baker 12 ga. double and handsome White English 
Setter. Trap shooting was a popular sport in Gregory and Paul was among the best in the state.

Marcus Ward, a dentist in Jackson, often in the fall came to Gregory to hunt with Paul Kuhn. In the baggage car were his two 
lemon and white Llewellen setters. Pheasants had not yet been released here but we had ruffled grouse (partridge), quail and 
prairie chicken. One memorable Saturday Paul invited me to hunt with him, Marcus and the setters. Had the Prince of Wales 
invited me to a hunt the honor would not have been greater. We found grouse in cover west of Livermore Road. After missing 
several flushes I saw one on a log which I did not miss. Neither did Paul Kuhn miss the fact that I had shot a standing bird. 
"Tom," he called to me. "A sportsman never shoots at a gamebird until it flushes. Only a meat hunter would shoot one standing 
on a log."

And there was the night, since Paul Kuhn was going, when I was permitted to hunt coon with the men. I still remember the 
kind of November night it was - a soft south wind, new clouds, new moon. I can still hear the beautiful music from George 
Stoffer’ s three hounds. After the first coon was bagged, a half-gallon jug of hard cider appeared but it never reached me. Paul 
pulled the cork, turned to me and said, "Here's your share, Tom. You can smell of the cork!"

After the war and his Army hospital stay, Paul Kuhn returned to Gregory. For a number of years he tried to carry on as 
before, never complaining. But his lungs were too badly damaged and he never regained his health. He died suddenly in the late 
twenties and rests now in St. Mary's Cemetery at Pinckney.

In late October when leaves are falling, I ponder the question, how would we deal with another epidemic as savage as the 
one of 1918? Today we would know that the killer was a virus and not a bacterium. Today we would have preventive vaccines 
and antibiotics. Surely modern medicines would be more effective than aspirin, quinine, chicken soup and turpentine in melted 
lard.

I had a remedy, however, which could not be improved - the loving tender care of my sister Daisy.
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German war bride Charlotte Camp found a new life in Stockbridge

Charlotte Camp. Retrieved from 
personal records and estate of 
Charlotte (Cyrus,Tillack) Camp

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Some may recall the late Charlotte (Cyrus Tillack) Camp as an award-winning journalist and one-time owner of the Stockbridge Town Crier. 

Others may remember her as a devout mother who was a Cub Scout den mother, PTA and Band Boosters president, choir director and Sunday 
school teacher.

But few may know the whole story of the courageous German woman who grew up in Nazi Germany and became a young widow with an 
infant son. Then she found love again and came to America as a war bride, eventually settling in the small town of Stockbridge. It is a story so 
compelling it could fill the pages of a book, or perhaps become a movie screenplay.

"Not only was mother feisty in spirit, but also very determined, " her eldest son Axel (Tillack) Camp said. "Most of all, she adapted and was a 
survivor."

The early years
Charlotte Cyrus was born March 4, 1923, in Gleiwitz, Germany (now part of Poland), the daughter of a respected educator. 
At the age of 19, Charlotte was drafted into service for Hermann Goring’s Luftwaffe (German Air Force). She served just more than a year as a 

teletype operator before being honorably discharged. During her service, she met and married Lt. Otto Tillack, a radio operator for a night fighter 
squadron in the Luftwaffe.

In February 1944, Axel (Tillack) Camp was born to the young couple at Neu-Welzow Air Base, Germany, where Otto was stationed. A photo of 
the new young family was captioned in German: "Three happy People." 

But only two months later, the young mother became a widow after her husband’s plane was shot down southeast of Berlin. 
An obituary excerpt written by Charlotte read: "Otto Tillack at the age of 29. After 5 years of service he died in April fighting against the 

enemy. In deep pain: Charl, Tillack, Cyrus, and son Axel."
On her own
The young widow now found herself far from home, on her own with a 2-month-old son. Her eventual reprieve to Gleiwitz was short-lived and 

her family was not there to meet her. 
While she was on assignment, things for the Cyrus family had taken a turn for the worse. Josep Cyrus, Charlotte's father, lost his prominent title as rektor. He was transferred away to a 

country school as punishment for his involvement in the German Underground (a known adversary to Hitler). 
With the advancement of Russian troops into her hometown, Charlotte had no time to locate her family. She managed to secure placement for herself and her son on an evacuation 

train. It moved from town to town for weeks before reaching its destination in Linz, Austria.
"She was fearless, she never backed down," youngest son David said.
Although a mere child, Axel carries snippets of memories from this traumatic time – whizzing bullets, the sound of bombs and an apocalyptic landscape surrounding him.
“I recall my mother hiding me under her dress from unknown dangers as we moved from refugee camp to refugee camp,” Axel said. “I don’t know how she managed to do it, all alone 

with me.”
War bride

Three happy people: Charl, Axel and Otto 
Tillack, 1944. Retrieved from Ancestry.com 
from daughter Faye Wood

Settling in Austria and registering as a displaced person, things grew calmer for the young mother as she sought asylum. She was able to 
gain work at the American embassy as a secretary in Linz.

“No doubt mother speaking German, Polish, French, English and holding a degree of formal education helped gain her position,” her 
daughter Faye Wood said.

It was not long before Charlotte Tillack met young Staff Sgt. Robert Camp of the American Occupation. They married the following 
October, making her a German war bride. The newlywed Charlotte and son Axel remained in Linz for a short time until Camp’s deployment 
overseas ended, sending the young couple stateside.

They arrived in New York harbor on a cold, misty November morning, processing through Ellis Island and then settling in Chicago. 
“Mom was scared a lot in the beginning, it was a big adjustment for her," Axel said. "The sounds of sirens and tornado drills frightened her 

for a long time. While we lived in Illinois, my sister Ruth was born.”
Settling in Stockbridge
The military family left Illinois after Camp’s discharge in 1949 and went to live in his hometown of Stockbridge, Michigan. 
Charlotte wrote about this time in her life in this excerpt from the Jackson Citizen Patriot:
“Our arrival in the small village of Stockbridge, the hometown and birthplace of my husband, presented a great challenge. This brings 

to mind the day, when my husband and I went for a walk so that he could show me his town, a slight movement of curtains at the windows. 
Closer inspection proved, however, that the movement was not imaginary, but caused by some curious people who wanted to get a peek at 
what the local soldier had brought back from Europe. The experience made me somewhat frightened and it was weeks before I would venture 
out of the house alone let alone go to the store or anywhere where there would be people.”

But overcome those fears she did, buying an encyclopedia and determined to explore her new first language. Charlotte tackled this position with graceful determination as she raised 
her growing family. 

Charlotte opted to be a homemaker and mother, taking an active role in her children's lives though numerous volunteer positions. A choice, no doubt, Charlotte made as a young 
woman who was in the midst of navigating a new home and a completely different way of life.

“Mother was feisty in spirit, yet at times could be very reserved," her youngest daughter Faye Wood said.
A working journalist
Once her four children were in school, Charlotte began to look outside her domestic role as wife and mother. However, she decided work must allow her to see her children off to 

school and back home again.
With her formal education and background, writing seemed appealing. Charlotte started writing articles for the Ingham County News and as a special contributor to the Jackson 

Citizen Patriot and Detroit News. It led her to the desk of Jim Brown, co-owner of the Ingham County News in the 1960s.
In 1967, the opportunity arose for Charlotte to acquire the Brief Sun, Stockbridge’s floundering local newspaper. With a firm belief that Stockbridge needed a locally produced 

newspaper, she approached her employer Jim Brown, suggesting that he buy the Brief Sun. He did, but only under the agreement that Charlotte would become the editor. She agreed and 
the Stockbridge Town Crier was founded. Within two years, Charlotte gained sole proprietorship of the newspaper.

“She had tenacity; she was tough and steadfast,” Ruth (Camp) Wellman said of her mother. Wellman worked with her mother and followed her as owner-publisher of the Town Crier.
During her career, Charlotte received numerous accolades and honors through the Michigan Press Association. The Town Crier also garnered an "Award of Excellence." In 1971, 

Charlotte was named a “Foremost Woman in Communication” in a biographical reference work on accomplished women in the world of publication.
Lasting legacy
Charlotte Cyrus-Tillack Camp was laid to rest, her husband and children saying their farewell, on March 3, 1996. Less then six weeks later, her American soldier and loving husband 

Robert Camp was laid to rest beside her in Oaklawn Cemetery in Stockbridge. 
Honoring Charlotte's legacy, her children provided startup funds for the Stockbridge Community News. Their generous donation at the platinum level from the Charlotte and Robert 

Camp Memorial Endowment Fund helped return a local newspaper to the area.
Author's Note: Information retrieved from the personal records and estate of Charlotte (Cyrus Tillack) Camp, through her children.
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Reflecting on a life well-lived 
with Cathy Gillem

Strong faith guides Jennifer 
Grumelot through life

Cathy Gillem at her most recent birthday. 
“Not bad for an 80-year-old,” says this 
woman of note, and we have to agree! 
Photo provided by Cathy Gillem

by Shuyler Clark
Townsfolk may know her from her 

history assisting veterans as a member 
of the American Legion’s Auxiliary. 
Former students may recall her 
passionate performance as Mrs. Realy 
at the Waterloo Farm Museum. Others 
still may be familiar with her dazzling 
artwork. Regardless of the circumstances, 
community members are sure to have 
benefited from Cathy Gillem’s charity 
over the years. 

Having recently celebrated her 80th 
birthday, Gillem has dedicated her life to 
community service and has no intention 
of stopping soon.

Born in Detroit in 1941, Gillem 
grew up as an only child on a Brighton 

farm, helping parents James and Anna Buckner with the many associated chores. 
Throughout her school years, she attended the International Order of the Rainbow 
for Girls’ Michigan chapter, going on to be Worthy Advisor for the Brighton area 
and later a state representative. She graduated in 1960 with a class of 49, but not 
before winning two spelling bees and placing second on two other occasions, 
accomplishments she is proud of to this day.

Gillem’s father, adhering to more traditional ideals at the time, did not believe women 
needed a college education. With the help of her mother and a $500 loan from her grandfather, 
Gillem defied this way of thinking and attended Baker Business University. 

See Gillem on page 19.

Jennifer Grumelot’s mantra is “every day is 
a gift.” Photo provided by Jennifer Grumelot

by Judy Williams
When you ask Jennifer Grumelot 

about her goal in life, the answer is 
simple. 

“I want to do acts of kindness,” 
she said.“I feel these acts will make a 
positive difference. It is my way to give 
back to the community.”

While attending Eastern Michigan 
University, Jennifer met her soulmate, 
Edward Grumelot. Jennifer, a student 
worker for the Party Crew catering group 
of McKenny Hall, encountered Ed, an 
ROTC student, working the same event. 
After the work was finished, Ed asked 
Jennifer to go for a walk. The rest was 

history. They were married at the First Presbyterian Church in Ypsilanti on Jan. 29, 
1960.

Jennifer has had a busy life as a wife and mother of Scott, Suzanne, Kelly, 
Tamilynn, Christi, Heidi, Corey and Carey. The Grumelot family adopted Corey 
and Carey, twin boys, when they were 8 years old. Ed had Corey in his class and 
knew the boys needed a forever home. After a family meeting of Ed, Jennifer and 
the six kids, the family voted to adopt Corey and Carey. Jennifer also is the proud 
grandmother of 10 and great-grandmother of two. When you add in kindergarten 
teacher, church activities, Girl Scout leader, director of church youth activities, and 
very active member of the Stockbridge Lioness Club, you have a person totally 
engaged in the community.

See Grumelot on page 19.
Suzi Greenway enriches the lives of 
Stockbridge residents

Suzi and her Norton. Photo 
provided by Suzi Greenway

by Joan Tucker
In our community, Suzi Greenway is someone 

who gets involved. 
Want to enjoy a night of community theater? 

Suzi will be onstage or producing a play. Looking 
for a nearby source of fresh and healthy food? 
Suzi has organized weekly Open Air Markets in 
summer and the monthly Winter Market. In the 
mood for a special event? Suzi originated the 
popular All Clubs Day motorcycle show held 
annually in Stockbridge.

Yet, Suzi does much more to make Stockbridge 
an interesting and inviting place for its residents.

In 2005, she joined the Town Hall Players, 
acting in the first few productions, such as 

"Up the Down Staircase," "Twelve Angry Jurors" and "Arsenic and Old Lace." 
Her continued interest in theater led her to produce "The Breakfast Club" and put 
on two dinner theater productions, where she also made the food. 

Riding motorcycles has always been one of Suzi’s hobbies. For the past 22 
years, she has been the president of the International Norton Owners Association. 
Norton motorcycles are classic motorcycles made in England. Suzi has owned her 
Norton since 1983 and has ridden more than 85,000 miles to places such as Rapid 
City, South Dakota, and Hiawassee, Georgia. She loved the experience of riding 
and connecting with friends. 

See Greenway on page 20.

Jill Peck has a hand in improving 
lives in the Mitten State

Jill Peck loves to see how other people 
live. Here she is at Machu Picchu in Peru. 
Photo provided by Jill Peck.

by Mary Jo David
Making the world a better place. To 

some that might sound cheesy or cliché. 
But if you’re fortunate enough to be friends 
with, related to, or work with Jill Peck of 
Stockbridge, you know it really is possible for 
one person to make that kind of difference.

Family is her life
Growing up in Jackson as the youngest 

of six, Gillian "Jill" Crowley had great role 
models in her older siblings. Losing her father 
at the young age of 9, she and her siblings 

had to work when they could. But Jill recalls them always helping one another. 
She mentions her older brother sending her “$5 here, $10 there,” while she was at 
Michigan State University, so she wouldn’t have to work during her freshman year.

“They all helped raise me, and during that time, I watched and learned. My 
family has been such an inspiration in my life,” she said.

Jill was introduced to Dave Peck through one of her MSU roommates. Jill and 
Dave married and moved to Stockbridge when their oldest son was born. Their 
children, Patrick, Sean and Erin, were all raised in Stockbridge and are now living 
in San Antonio, East Lansing, and Midland, respectively. Jill and Dave also are the 
proud grandparents of five grandchildren who range from 22 to 7 years of age.

See Peck on page 20. 
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She worked all manner of jobs to cover tuition, including waiting tables, 
bookkeeping and secretary duties at an advertising agency, and working with 
medical records at McLaren Hospital. She earned two associate degrees in her 
lifetime, the first as executive secretary in 1962 and the second in business 
administration with cum laude honors in 1984. As she recalls, “My family was the 
loudest at the graduation as I received my diploma.”

In addition to her education, Gillem has always cherished family. She has 
three daughters by her first marriage: Christina and Cynthia, identical twins, and 
Candace, her youngest. Following her divorce, Gillem continued working, taking 
on several secretary positions to support her three children on her own. At this 
point, her father “finally admitted that women needed [their] education,” Gillem 
says. In 1993, she met Ray Gillem, and the two married in 1995. She shares his 
two daughters, Denise and Dana, whom he had raised by himself. In addition, 
Gillem has six grandchildren, including one deceased granddaughter, and four 
great-grandchildren.

Following her retirement, Gillem strove for and continues to maintain her 
community bonds through participation in numerous charitable groups. From 
volunteering with the Stockbridge Community Outreach, the Chelsea Senior 
Center, and the Copper Nail of Grass Lake, to serving as a member of St. Mary 
Magdalen's of Brighton, to raising scholarship funds with the Chelsea Area 
Garden Club, there isn’t much Gillem hasn’t done for the area. 

Most notably, as a member of the Waterloo Needlework Club, she has sewn 
a plethora of quilts for surviving spouses of American Legion members, dialysis 
units, and pediatric hospital patients.

Gillem also puts stock in individual bonds within the community. Family 
and friends will fondly recall extravagant Easter egg hunts, with a whopping 
82 children in attendance in one year alone. Others are grateful for her selfless 
compassion. As one local resident tells it, when she was recovering from surgery, 
Gillem made over a week’s worth of home-cooked meals for her and her husband.

When asked what drives Gillem to build these tight-knit bonds, she responds, 
“What goes around comes around. Do unto others as they would do unto you. I 
smile and am thankful I can help someone who needs it.”

Gillem’s charity has not gone unappreciated, either. As aforementioned, she 
volunteered with the Waterloo Farm Museum as Mrs. Realy during school tours, 
with her husband joining her as Mr. Realy. Together, the pair educated students 
on settler life, teaching them how to wash socks, churn butter, and saw wood as 
well as the history and lifestyles of such settlers. Gillem recounts a graduation 
ceremony she attended in Saline. A young woman recognized her and her husband 
as the museum’s titular characters. “What a joy to realize we had made such an 
impression to have her remember us years later,” Gillem writes. “This is a great 
thank you for our volunteering efforts!”

With such an impressive track record behind her, Gillem’s service history is 
not to be understated. Her work has not only positively impacted her community 
but also has granted her a sense of self-fulfillment. “Makes me feel good about 
myself,” she says of her service.

Gillem has one piece of advice for those looking to contribute more community 
service in their own lives: “Take the time to give back to the community,” she 
writes, “as you never know when or if you need that service. Make a difference in 
someone else’s life. It will make you feel good about yourself.”

Grumelot page 18
Some of Jennifer’s happiest memories 

are of Ed’s active-duty years. She could 
spend hours describing how the family 
packed up and moved to another location. 
Plus, the family grew larger during these 
years. She especially enjoyed their time in 
Hawaii.

During Ed’s deployment to Vietnam, 
Jennifer stayed in the Unadilla Township 
area. While Ed served his country, her 
church family made sure to care for her 
and the kids.

After leaving the Army, Ed continued 

Cathy Gillem’s artistic talents range from quilting to painting, and many in the 
community benefit from her handiwork. Photo provided by Cathy Gillem

Jennifer Grumelot lines up with the Lions 
Air Force for the Gregory Fourth of July 
Parade. Photo provided by Jennifer Grumelot

his military career as a reservist. The Grumelot family followed Ed during the 
summers to his reserve training. This was vacation time for Jennifer and the kids. 
They kept busy with camping, hiking and canoeing while Ed attended his training. 

“I had a 12-passenger van,” Jennifer said with a laugh. “Some of the other 
wives and kids would jump in and join us as we explored the area. In the evenings, 
we would sit around the campfire and enjoy our wonderful life. We made some 
wonderful friends during this time."

Jennifer started teaching for the Stockbridge Community School District in 1967, 
while Ed was deployed to Vietnam. He was hired by the district the following year 
after being discharged as a captain.

She spent most of her 30-year teaching career in Stockbridge in a kindergarten 
classroom. 

“I decided to be a kindergarten teacher when I was in kindergarten,” Jennifer 
said. “I just knew this was what I was supposed to do.” 

Jennifer and Ed both retired in 1995. One of her prized possessions is a quilt 
put together by some of the school staff. This special quilt was designed by several 
teachers and signed by the Howlett and Smith elementary school staff and Jennifer 
and Ed's students.

“Ed and I were very active with the Scouting program,” Jennifer said proudly. 
“We had the Boy Scouts meeting in the basement and the Girl Scouts upstairs. We 
continued with the programs for over 10 years.”

The couple also started a church youth program called Cool Christian Kids.
“The kids came up with that name, not us,” Jennifer said. She was the program's 

activities director for 15 years.
During her 35-plus years as a Lioness, Jennifer served as a local officer and 

district president. She also was instrumental in the operation of the Lions Air Force. 
Serving as a parade coordinator, she scheduled parades and assigned pilots for the 
events. 

“The Lions Club purchased six of these little planes to use for parades,” she 
explained. “The yellow planes were the good guys. They were named Leader Dog, 
Eye Bank and Lions of Michigan Foundation. The red planes were for the bad guys 
and named Diabetes, Glaucoma and Cataracts. We used to travel to parades all over 
the country and even Montreal to take part in parades.” 

Jennifer grinned as she continued, “Each plane had a little squirt gun on the front 
of the plane. We had a great time spraying the audience.” 

The Lions Air Force was started in 1992 by the Dewitt Lions and purchased by 
the Stockbridge Lions in 2005. The Stockbridge Lions sold the planes to another 
Lions group in 2018.

When asked about her philosophy of living your best life, Jennifer replied, “Faith 
and trust in God. Every day is a gift."

And Jennifer’s many small acts of kindness have not only met her personal goal 
to make a difference, but they have made her a special person in the eyes of our 
community.
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Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Susan Marie Cole, of Stockbridge, died Jan. 16, 2022
 · Allen Hampton, of Stockbridge, died Feb. 2, 2022
 · Beulah June Crockett, of Gregory, died Feb. 5, 2022
 · Margaret Novak, of Munith, died Feb. 14, 2022

Death Notices

Dawn Marie Messisco
June 18, 1967 to Feb. 15, 2022

On Tuesday, February 15, 2022, Dawn Marie Messisco, 
loving mother, grandmother, sister, and friend, passed away at 
age 54.

Dawn was born on June 18, 1967, in Detroit, MI and 
grew up in Stockbridge, MI. There she attended Stockbridge 
High School, until moving to Clinton, Oklahoma where 
she graduated in 1985. Dawn later attended Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University and became a Registered Nurse. 
After raising two sons and living in Texas she went back to 
school in pursuit of a master’s in health administration at 
Walden University. 

Dawn had a very big heart and loved animals, especially 
her dogs and horses. She enjoyed the outdoors, (was not afraid 
of snakes) and had a no-frills approach to life. She was a 
friend to all, enjoyed a good laugh, and could light up a room 
with her smile. What she loved most though, was the role of 

Me Ma to her beautiful granddaughters.
Dawn is survived by her two sons, Josh (Tamara) Cleek, and Chance Fry; her 

granddaughters, Maelee, Madalynn, and soon to come Melody Dawn Cleek; her parents, 
John (Michele) Messisco and Sandra (Jim) Herbertson; siblings, Venus (Brian) Carlson, 
Jeremy (Dana) Herbertson, and Travis Messisco; as well as several cousins, nieces, and 
nephews.

Dawn often said, she had met so many friends in the places she’s lived, but Stockbridge 
will always be her home.

There will be a private Memorial Service in Texas for immediate family. 

Dawn Marie Messisco
Obituaries

Peck page 18
The Pecks have traveled extensively, including 

trips to immerse themselves in both sides of 
Jill’s heritage — the Italian and the Irish. They 
visited Bantry in County Cork, Ireland, with 
their son Patrick and his wife Shanna. While 
there, Shanna arranged for Jill to march with the 
Crowley clan — Crowleys are everywhere in 
Bantry — in the St. Patrick’s Day parade. Jill’s 
Italian grandparents hailed from Dernice, a small 
Italian village nestled in the foothills of the Alps. 
She and Erin visited Dernice together and had the 
opportunity to meet relatives who still live there. 

Committed to her work
Jill has spent the better part of her adult life in 

service to others. Graduating from MSU with a 
degree in anthropology, her marriage and children 

Being known for what she called her “famous 
parties” in the motorcycle world, village President 
Russ Mackinder asked her to start an All Clubs 
Day motorcycle show in 2006, which has become 
an ongoing and favorite local event. Currently, 
Suzi does a “meet and greet” with coffee and 
doughnuts for the All Clubs Ride twice each year 
in May and September.

One of her more recent delights was teaching 
a cooking class for Outreach called "Learn by 
Doing." The concept was to encourage area 
families to cook with fresh foods, similar to 
“Hello Fresh” by using meal boxes. One student 
said, “I will never go back to canned foods.” 
Another said, “Fresh herbs taste so good.”

Then there is the Open Air Market weekly 
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Dave and Jill Peck in Chicago in 
2019 to cheer on her alma mater, 
MSU, to victory in the Big Ten 
Basketball Championship. Photo 
provided by Jill Peck

Suzi Greenway in 1973 in England on 
her first motorcycle, which she still 
has here in USA. Photo provided by 
Suzi Greenway

on Fridays and the Winter Market (held in the Stockbridge Presbyterian Church) on the 
second Saturday of the month. Suzi headed these ventures in association with the Five 
Healthy Towns program. With her farming experience of growing vegetables and raising 
livestock, she wanted to give local farmers a venue to sell their food. Bringing local and 
healthy foods to our community has been Suzi’s ongoing passion. 

Not surprisingly, Suzi studied culinary arts at Lansing Community College. 
She also studied black and white photography. In 1988, she took a photo of the Daytona 

200 motorcycle race, capturing the attention of Team Suzuki/Yoshimura. The following 
year, she was invited back to be the team's track photographer. Suzi says, “It was five fast-
paced days with crashes, meeting famous racers, and getting into the winning circle with 
our second-place team member.” What a thrill that must have been! 

When asked about her work experience, she recalled a job working in the United 
Kingdom with the Royal Mail Post Office delivering mail on a bicycle in a rural 
community near Gatwick Airport. It was the first equal opportunity job in the UK — equal 
pay for women and men. Back in Michigan, Suzi cleaned houses for 22 years in Howell 
and maintains a close friendship with a local judge, one of her clients. 

Suzi continues to find joy in riding her motorcycles, enjoying friends, cooking fresh 
food, living life, appreciating her antique furniture, and helping her community.

took precedence over going on the next big dig. Instead she took a job at Highfields, 
a small, nonprofit residential facility for boys, in Onondaga, Michigan. 

Her job was challenging and difficult, but she loved it. She moved on to an in-
home counseling program focused on keeping families together. After returning to 
school to get a master’s in social work from Eastern Michigan University, she went 
on to get her license in social work. 

For 26 years, Jill remained at Highfields, a place she still speaks of fondly. From 
family preservation work she moved to other roles and was eventually promoted to 
quality director. Carl Latona, a former CEO at Highfields, continues to inspire her 
work. 

“He helped me see that you don’t always have to be in direct contact to make an 
impact. By inspiring some, you can impact the lives of so many more. His words 
have helped to shape my work in quality,” Jill explains.

While at Highfields, she worked for nine years as an adjunct instructor at EMU, 
teaching part time in the Masters in Social Work program.

One of her students later became a vice president at Lutheran Social Services 
of Michigan and approached Jill about working with that organization. After much 
consideration, she accepted the job (the organization is now called Samaritas) and is 
in her 12th year as senior quality director in the Child and Family Division. 

At Samaritas, Jill has been exposed to programs she had not worked with 
previously — foster care, adoption, and even refugee programs. While Highfields 
immersed her in the Jackson/Hillsdale/Ingham County areas, her new job expanded 
her horizons to include programs across the entire Lower Peninsula. 

“In a way, I potentially touch the lives of thousands of people in a year, and that 
is so rewarding to me,” Jill said. “My work enriches me, and being able to help 
people makes me continue to want to work.”

Through her career, Jill has been exposed to many stories about individuals and 
families — here and in other countries. 

“People generally have strong feelings one way or the other about helping those 
in need, and especially refugees, but I hear real stories on my job and they are so 
amazing. I can’t help but think we would all be much more compassionate and 
empathetic if we could walk a mile in the shoes of others,” she said.

Community closer to home
Recognizing the value of a good education, Jill was a founding member of the 

Stockbridge Area Education Foundation. She worked hard on SAEF initiatives 
for 12 years and is proud of that work and the difference SAEF continues to make 
in the community. She also has done valuable work getting millages passed for 
Stockbridge schools. 

“That’s one of the great things about the Stockbridge School District. It’s small 
enough that, if you choose to get involved, there’s a good chance you can be heard 
and make a difference in the district,” she said.

Jill proudly mentions that all three of her children graduated from Stockbridge 
High School and have gone on to lead successful lives as adults. And she can point 
to many others, besides her own children, who have done the same.

“I like to joke and tell people I’ve lived here in Stockbridge for 40 years but can 
never truly belong because I wasn’t born here. But the truth is, we’ve raised our 
family here and developed some very strong relationships with local friends and 
families. It’s a great community, and we have a wonderful life in Stockbridge.”
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Obituaries

Margurite "Peg" Helfrich
Feb. 9, 1937 to Jan. 29, 2022

Margurite “Peg” Helfrich, age 84, of 
Stockbridge, MI, passed away on January 29, 2022. 
She was born the daughter of Helen (Piepelo) 
and Wilford L. Palmer on February 9, 1937. She 
married Dennis Helfrich, Sr. in February 1996, and 
he survives.

Margurite was a wonderful wife, mother, and 
grandmother – with an unwavering sense of humor. 
She was very creative, had an amazing green 
thumb, and enjoyed crafting, painting, and drawing. 
She loved coffee, cleaning, her pets, the casino, and 
never let you leave the house without toast in your 
pocket. She was resilient, a follower of Christ, and 

loved everyone unconditionally.
She was a longtime part-owner of Stockbridge Manufacturing and 

worked at the IGA grocery store for several years. In addition to her spouse, 
she is survived by her children, Cynthia (Dan) Kuhn, Renee (Brian) Basore, 
and Larry (Lisa) Cornish II; step-children, Denny Jr. (Kelly) Helfrich, and 
Kelly (Kyle) Owen; brothers, Charles (Jeri) Palmer and Joseph (Stephanie) 
Palmer; grandchildren, Cassandra (Michael), Alexandra (Gregory), Andrea, 
Danielle, Ari, and Larry III; step-grandchildren, Nicole, Danielle, Kendall, 
Kameron, and Karlee; great-grandchildren, Mia and Lucy; step-great-
grandchildren, Wesley, Bowen, and Charlotte; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. Marguerite was preceded in 
death by her first husband, Larry Cornish I, and her parents.

A gathering of friends and family took place at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, February 2, 2022, with a short prayer officiated by 
Craig Goodlock. A private burial will take place at a later date. Expressions 
of sympathy may be made to Stockbridge Community Outreach.

Margurite "Peg" Helfrich

Erwin Proctor "Bill" Pidd
March 4, 1938 to Feb. 14, 2022

Erwin Proctor “Bill” Pidd, age 83, of Stockbridge, MI, 
passed away on February 14, 2022 at his home. Bill was born 
on March 4, 1938 in Ann Arbor, MI to Erwin F. and Mabel 
(Proctor) Pidd.

Bill had lived in the Stockbridge area since 1967, moving 
from Dexter, MI. He was raised on a farm in Dexter and 
graduated from Dexter High School, Class of 1956. He served 
in the United States Army from 1958-1960. On June 28, 1958 
he married Barbara (Bowdish) in Dexter.

Bill was a life-long farmer and partner in Pidd Brothers 
Farm raising dairy, beef cattle, and growing cash crops. He 
enjoyed spending time outdoors, riding on his Gator with 
family, and bear baiting in the Upper Peninsula in the fall. He 
enjoyed going to his cottage and fishing on Tawas Lake and 
spending time with family and friends. Bill was a passionate 
and avid big game hunter. He would plan extravagant hunting 

trips out west and in the Northwest, the Yukon, and B.C. His hobbies included men’s 
sports, playing fast-pitch softball into his 40s, and football in his younger years.

Bill is survived by his wife of 63 years, Barbara Pidd, two children, Dale (Tanya) 
Pidd of Rives Junction, and Susan Pidd of Stockbridge; two grandchildren, James and 
Nicole, and two great-grandchildren, Nathan and Cole; and siblings: Gary (Renea) Pidd of 
Stockbridge, Betty Thalmann of Delton, MI, Karen Lyndon of Goshen, IN, Darrell (Pat) 
Pidd of Stockbridge, Kathy (Ron) Herrst of Chelsea, Linda (Rick) Schultz of Wayne, and 
Benjamin (Connie) Powell of East Tawas.

He was preceded in death by a son, William (Billy) Pidd, in 1995, and his siblings, John 
Pidd and Frances Alber.

A short Memorial Service was held on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at the Mackinder-
Glenn American Legion Post 510 in Stockbridge, followed by a luncheon and fellowship to 
celebrate Bill’s life.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial contributions may be made to the Stockbridge Area 
Emergency Services Authority (SAESA).

Erwin Proctor "Bill" Pidd

Robert L. Reynolds, age 82, passed away on February 16, 2022 at his daughter's home 
in Munith, Michigan. Robert was born on March 27, 1939 in Stockbridge, Michigan to 
Donald and Bessie (Cosgray) Reynolds.

Robert had lived in the Stockbridge area his entire life. He served in the United States 
Navy after the Korean War. He worked for Chrysler Proving Grounds in Chelsea in the 
HVAC department for 29 years. He was a member of the Mackinder-Glenn American 
Legion Post #510 in Stockbridge. He enjoyed spending time outdoors, snowmobiling, 
camping, and fishing. He also enjoyed reading and traveling, especially the Gulf coast of 
Florida.

On February 29, 1960, he married Wanda Lee Sturgill, and she preceded him in death 
in March 2008. He is survived by three children, Sandra (Douglas) Krum of Dansville, 
Susan (Velton) Stephens of Munith, and Randy (Melissa) Reynolds of Jackson; six 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren; as well as one sister, Diane (Terry) Outwater 
of Stockbridge. In addition to his wife, he was preceded in death by two brothers, William 
Reynolds and Thomas Reynolds.

Visitation was held at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home on Monday, February 21, 
2022, with a Masonic service following.

A funeral service was held at the funeral home on Tuesday, February 22, 2022 with 
Pastor Steve Weinberger officiating. Burial followed at Oaklawn Cemetery in Stockbridge.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society, Promedica 
Hospice or the Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post #510.

Robert L Reynolds

Bryan Paul Garner
July 31, 1963 to Jan. 28, 2022

Bryan Paul Garner, age 58, of Stockbridge, 
Michigan, passed away on January 28, 2022 
at Henry Ford Allegiance Health in Jackson, 
Michigan. Born July 31, 1963 in Lansing, 
Michigan, he was cherished by his parents, Harold 
and Marilyn (Nelson) Garner.

Bryan graduated from Stockbridge High School 
in 1981, where he was actively involved in athletics, 
particularly running track and cross country. He was 
taught masonry by his grandfather and stayed in the 
construction and restoration field for most of his 
career.

Bryan was a musician and very passionate about 
music. He was known for his kindness, resilience, humor, loyalty, and his 
generosity to help others. He was a collector of various things including 
vehicles, vinyl records, guitars and good stories.

Those left to cherish his memory include his mother, Marilyn (Nelson) 
Garner, sister Nyann (Garner) Sweet, children: Brendon Garner, Breanne 
(Garner) Meier (Kevin) and Kyle Henley (Tiffanee): grandchildren 
Desmond Meier, Bowie Meier, Evelyn Henley, Aeden Henley and Aurora 
Henley, niece, Candi Sweet and family: and nephews, Billy Sweet and 
family and Adam Barker and family.

Bryan was preceded in death by his father Harold E. Garner, and 
grandparents, Fred and Alma Nelson.

Bryan Paul Garner

Mary Margaret Cool, age 73, passed away on February 14, 2022 at her home in 
Stockbridge Twp, MI. Mary was born on February 16, 1948 in Stockbridge, MI, the 
daughter of Darryl and Genevieve (Johnson) Cool. She had lived in the Stockbridge area 
for the past seven years, moving from Houghton Lake, MI. She enjoyed doing crosswords 
and puzzles.

Mary is survived by two sons, Tom (Heather) Howlett of Stockbridge, and Dan 
(Amanda) Howlett of Lewiston; three grandchildren, Brandon, Grant, and Peyton; siblings, 
William (Kathleen) Cool of Gregory, Charlie (Mary) Cool of Vernon, MI, and Michael 
Cool of Alabama. She was preceded in death by her brother, Darryl Cool, Jr., sister, 
Priscilla Barbour, and sister, Cindy Cool.

Per her wishes, cremation has taken place and there will be no services at this time.
Those wishing to make a memorial contribution in Mary’s name, may do so to the 

Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post #510, Stockbridge, MI. Arrangements by Caskey-
Mitchell Funeral Home.

Mary Margaret Cool
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by Jo Mayer and Paul Crandall
“It takes a village to raise a child,” goes 

the adage, but folks with many more years 
under their belts also profoundly benefit from 
coordinated, community-based efforts on their 
behalf. Stockbridge Community Outreach 
works locally in inter-agency collaboration 
to help seniors on limited incomes live in 
dignity while managing health and mobility 
challenges. And, in a new role, former 
Outreach director Karen Smith continues to be 
a key player in that coordinated effort.

Now a special projects coordinator with the 
Tri-County Office on Aging, Smith works in an 
organization that deals with many clients who 
desire dignified independent living, both in the 
Stockbridge area and in the greater Ingham-

Inter-agency efforts assist seniors in 
and around the Stockbridge area

Outreach in Action

Stockbridge Community 
Outreach collaborates with Tri-
County Office on Aging to help 
local seniors with services like 
Meals on Wheels and Senior 
Dining Sites. Photo provided by 
Stockbridge Community Outreach

Clinton-Eaton sphere.
“One of the best things about my new job is that I’m still able to help seniors 

in Stockbridge,” Smith said.
Case in point: a program called “Project Choices,” which offers an alternative 

to nursing home care. Smith explained that, in most cases, a nurse and social 
worker employed by the agency help eligible folks design a plan of care 
respecting their desire to remain at home or live in a setting of their choice.

 “Project Choices helps promote and preserve the independence and dignity of 
the aging population while helping to meet their daily needs,” she said.

But the help offered by Tri-County Office on Aging doesn’t end there. Other 
programs include:
• Helping people remain in their homes. Clients who need support may 
be eligible for help with chores, snow removal, yardwork, weatherization, 
accessibility improvements, and other services. Smith said that, with help from 
the year-old Ingham County Elder Persons Millage, the agency has funded two 
home repair projects in the Stockbridge community in just the last few months. 
• Meals. “Meals on Wheels” and “Senior Dining Sites,” both overseen by the 
agency, offer free meals delivered directly to clients’ doors and prepared food for 
central distribution to those over 60. In Stockbridge, senior meals are currently 
staged for distribution at the Township Hall.
• Social contact. The agency’s “Friendly Caller Program” helps combat social 
isolation, engaging volunteers to conduct check-in phone calls—generally once 
per week—to chat and serve as a bridge to additional resources. 

Says Smith of her new role: “Stockbridge is never far from my mind and not 
a day goes by where I don’t think “Outreach needs this information!” Outreach 
Director Gwen Reid, in turn, says Outreach is glad to have the information and to 
make use of it. 

Tri-County Office on Aging sponsors many other programs, including 
caregiver respite programs, wellness classes, and assistance with utility or 
prescription drug payments. To learn more about these or other programs, 
check out the agency’s website at www.tcoa.org , give them a call at 517-887-
1440, or stop by the Stockbridge Community Outreach office and our friendly, 
knowledgeable director, Gwen Reid, will be happy to help you.

Jo Mayer is the board chair for Stockbridge Community Outreach and Paul 
Crandall is an Outreach volunteer.

This column is sponsored by Stockbridge Community Outreach—our local 
food pantry, crisis, and referral center located in the Stockbridge Activity Center 
(old middle school) near Cherry & Elm Streets in Stockbridge. Office hours 
are Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 1-3 p.m. and by appointment. Email 
Outreach at Outreach49285@gmail.com, call at 517-851-7285, or find us on 
Facebook at Stockbridge Community Outreach. 
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So what’s all the excitement about? As a writer, I should enjoy word games, but 
they’ve never been my thing—not even Wheel of Fortune! Yet, a few things about 
Wordle have turned me into a fan: It’s generally a pretty quick game; there’s only 
one “official” puzzle each day; and it’s fun to share your results with friends, family, 
and co-workers who also play the game. 

Everyone who plays is attempting to guess the same word on a given day, so it’s 
important not to give away the actual word when you share your results. Wordle 
creator, Josh Wardle, has made that simple. When you successfully complete the 
day’s puzzle, you can click “share” to send a Wordle image to others who play. The 
image is a replica of your results—rows of green, yellow, and gray squares, but the 
letters don’t show so you don’t spoil it for those who haven’t played yet. A quick 
glance at your results, and fellow Wordle players can tell immediately if you had a 
good Wordle day or a bad one. Completing a guess in two rows is a great day; using 
up all six rows—not so much!

The story goes that Wardle, who is British, created Wordle for his partner, who is 
American. Eventually it became so popular with their friends and families, that he 
made it publicly available, and it’s now played by millions. The game has become 
so ubiquitous, in fact, that Wardle recently sold it to the New York Times for a price 
rumored to be in the seven figures!

If your interest is piqued (Woah! “PIQUE” would be a great Wordle word!), go to 
www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html and check out the game for yourself!

Wordle page 15
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Tax case ends between 5 Healthy Towns 
and Dexter after 9 years in courts

Information from 5 Healthy Towns
After nine years and more than 20 judicial actions, the courts have 

finally brought a conclusion to property tax disagreements between 5 
Healthy Towns Foundation and the city of Dexter. 

In 2012, 5 Healthy Towns Foundation (5HF) bought Dexter 
Wellness Center from a for-profit business. Prior to the purchase, 
as a matter of due diligence, the foundation confirmed with Scio 
Township’s property tax assessor (who, at the time, acted as the 

taxing authority for the then-village of Dexter) that the Wellness Center would qualify for 
nonprofit property tax exemption. Though the Scio Township assessor concluded that the 
Wellness Center indeed qualified for the property tax exemption, Dexter interceded in the 
township’s 2013 decision, forcing the 5HF to appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal (MTT) 
and request a ruling on 5HF’s entitlement to a property taxation exemption. 

Though the MTT initially ruled 5HF was not exempt under its construction of the law 
then in effect, 5HF appealed that decision to the Michigan Court of Appeals (COA), which 
reversed the MTT and ruled in 5HF’s favor. Dexter appealed to the Michigan Supreme 
Court (MSC), which affirmed the COA’s decision and again ruled in 5HF’s favor. 

During these proceedings, 5HF attempted to settle with Scio Township and Dexter. Scio 
Township agreed to the settlement offer, but the mayor of Dexter refused the offer. Though 
the Michigan Supreme Court affirmed that 5 Healthy Towns Foundation was exempt from 
property taxes, the mayor of the newly incorporated city of Dexter and the City Council 
sought to exact taxes from 5HF using another angle: levy lessee-user tax on 5HF’s wellness 
center management company instead. The 5 Healthy Towns Foundation contracts with a 
wellness center management company with expertise in medical integration. 

This decision set off a cascade of court actions in multiple judicial venues, including the 
State Tax Commission, Michigan Tax Tribunal, Washtenaw County Circuit Court, Court of 
Appeals, and eventually, back to the Michigan Supreme Court. Over the next three years, at 
every level, judicial decisions were made in favor of 5HF. 

In late 2021, the MSC refused to hear the final appeal filed by the city of Dexter. 
Marking what appears to be the final challenge to the Wellness Center’s taxable status, 
Dexter has agreed to the entry of a consent judgment regarding the remaining lessee-user 
tax assessments for tax years 2019, 2020 and 2021. That consent judgment resolves all the 
remaining cases in the Michigan courts. 

Steve Petty, current 5HF CEO, said “5 Healthy Towns Foundation has invested over $1.6 
million to support wellness in Dexter since 2013, when the tax litigation began.” He added, 
“The health of the general public has been and continues to be our focus. We are glad to 
have this significant challenge behind us.”

Tri-County Office on Aging to offer classes for caregivers and individuals
Information from Tri-County Office on Aging
The Tri-County Office on Aging will offer two workshops for caregivers and individuals this spring. 
The Diabetes PATH is a six-week interactive workshop designed for individuals with diabetes and pre-diabetes. Class attendees will 

learn how to meal plan, decrease stress, get physically active, balance blood sugar, make goals, improve energy, and more.
The Diabetes PATH workshop will be offered online via Zoom, with a Telephonic version available for those who desire it. The 

workshop will run Mondays from March 7 through April 11 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. This workshop is free of charge, but donations to the 
Tri-County Office on Aging are accepted. To register for the Diabetes PATH workshop, call Tri-County Office on Aging at 517-887-
1465 or email Christine at histedc@tcoa.org.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is a six-week interactive workshop 
designed for caregivers who are experiencing caregiver burnout 
and want help managing their own self-care. Topics include stress 
management, relaxation, dealing with difficult emotions such as 
anger, guilt, depression and more.

St. Joe’s launches new 
Urgent Care center inside 
Chelsea ER Department 

Information from St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea announced the launch of a 

new Urgent Care, conveniently located inside the hospital’s 
Emergency Department. Upon arrival at the Emergency 
Department and Urgent Care entrance, patients will be evaluated 
by St. Joe Chelsea medical personnel to determine whether they 
require an emergency room or an urgent care visit. Based upon 
that evaluation, they will be directed to the appropriate level of 
care. 

Should the patient’s medical condition change and they require 
a higher level of care, the patient can quickly be seen as an 
emergency room patient, with access to additional radiology and 
lab services – without having to go to another location.

Like the Emergency Department, the Urgent Care is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. No appointments are needed or 
accepted for Urgent Care visits.

Conditions that will be treated in the Urgent Care include 
animal or insect bites, cold and flu, cuts that need stitches, and 
sprains and strains. The Urgent Care also will treat asthma, 
urinary tract infection, provide school or sports physicals and 
occupational health needs.

At this time, the St. Joe’s Chelsea Emergency Department and 
Urgent Care does not offer COVID-19 testing unless a patient 
is symptomatic and it is deemed necessary as part of an overall 
Urgent Care or Emergency Department visit. 

“Our newly combined Emergency Department and Urgent 
Care center improves care for local residents by taking the 
guesswork out of choosing where to seek treatment,” said Nancy 
Graebner-Sundling, president of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. “Now, 
both levels of care are available in one convenient location, and 
patients can rest assured knowing they are in the right place and 
will receive the right care.”

Powerful Tools for Caregivers will be offered online via Zoom. The workshop will run 
Wednesdays from March 16 through April 20 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. This workshop is free of charge, 
but donations to the Tri-County Office on Aging are accepted. To register for the Powerful Tools 
for Caregivers workshop, call Tri-County Office on Aging at 517-887-1465 or email Christine at 
histedc@tcoa.org.



March 2022 27

Waterloo Township, Jackson County, 
Michigan, Short-Term Rental Ordinance

Ordinance No. O-21-11-23-1
Adopted: November 23, 2021
Effective: January 25, 2022

At a duly called meeting of the Township Board of Waterloo Township, Jackson County, 
Michigan, held at the Waterloo Township Hall on November 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., Board Member 
Douglas Lance moved to adopt the following Ordinance, which motion was supported by Board 
Member Josh McAlister.

An Ordinance adopted under 1945 PA 246, as amended, to license and regulate Short-Term 
Rentals within Waterloo Township to promote the general health, safety, and welfare of Township 
residents and visitors.

THE TOWNSHIP OF WATERLOO, JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:
SECTION 1. PURPOSE.
The Waterloo Township Board finds and declares as follows:
A. Waterloo Township ("Township") wishes to reconcile the many interests and concerns that 

relate to Short-Term Rentals.
B. Short-Term Rentals can provide a community, and even a state-wide benefit, by expanding 

the number and type of lodging facilities available near its recreational features, and they can assist 
owners of homes by providing revenue which may be used for maintenance upgrades, and deferred 
costs.

C. However, Short-Term Rentals, if not appropriately regulated and licensed, can impose 
nuisances on residents and visitors in the Township such as impacts from traffic and parking, noise, 
and welfare issues related to the number of persons staying in a Short-Term Rental.

D. For the foregoing reasons, the purpose of the following regulations is to create a licensing 
and regulatory scheme for Short-Term Rentals to authorize such activities within the Township, 
but likewise to impose safeguards to protect the general health, safety, and welfare of Township 
residents and visitors including those within authorized Short-Term Rentals.

Complete copy can be seen at the Township or on the Township website: waterlootwpmi.com

Ham and Cheese S liders

• 1 package Hawaiian rolls 
(12 pack)
• 8-10 slices cheese of your 
preference (Swiss, white 
cheddar, white American, or 
provolone work well)
• 4-6 slices leftover ham or 
about 12 slices of deli ham (or 
turkey)
• ½ cup garlic butter sauce 
(I keep it simple with melted 
butter and 1 teaspoon garlic 
powder)
• ½ tablespoon honey

1. In a bowl, combine ½ cup garlic butter with 3 tablespoons honey. 
Mix well.
2. Slice a 12 pack of Hawaiian rolls in half. This is important: do not 
throw out the cardboard container! You will use it to bake the sliders.
Spread the honey garlic butter mixture on the inside of the rolls. I use a 
basting brush to evenly brush it across.
3. Top both sides of the rolls with 8-10 slices of cheese. Then, top one 
side with 4-6 slices of leftover ham (or about 12 slices of deli ham).
4. Place the top layer of rolls back over the bottom layer, then evenly 
brush more of the honey garlic butter mixture over the top.
5. Season the top of the rolls with salt and pepper to taste.
Add the completed rolls back to the cardboard tray they came in. Pack 
it tightly against the rolls. Cover the cardboard tray with foil.
6. Air fryer instructions: Preheat your air fryer to 350°F and cook for 
8 minutes or until the cheese is nicely melted.
Oven instructions: Preheat your oven to 350°F and bake for 10 
minutes or until the cheese is nicely melted. Remove foil, cut, serve, 
and enjoy!

Recipe from

North Stockbridge 
Cemetery Association 
Notice of Annual Meeting 
to be held April 21
NORTH STOCKBRIDGE CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD
THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022 AT 7:30 P.M.
WHITE OAK TOWNSHIP HALL
1002 S. M-52
WEBBERVILLE, MI 48892
REMINDER: NO PERMANENT OR MOVABLE LOT 
"ADORNMENTS" ALLOWED.
LOTS FOR SALE: FULL LOT (4 BURIAL SITES) 
$1,200; HALF LOT (2 BURIAL SITES) $700.00; SINGLE 
LOT (1 BURIAL SITE) $400.00.
CONTACT: GLEN AT (517) 331-2489 OR CHAD AT 
(517) 206-7854.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the matter of the "Jacklyn A. Case Revocable Living 
Trust" of 04/07/2011

TO ALL CREDITORS:
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Jacklyn A. 
Case, who lived at 515 E. Main St., Stockbridge, MI 49285, 
died 01/14/2022.

Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against 
the estate will be forever barred unless presented to Cynthia 
Keiser and Beth A. Rindfleisch, named Joint Successor 
Trustees or proposed successor trustees, at 148 S. Putnam 
St., Williamston, MI 48895, within 4 months after the date 
of publication of this notice.

Attorney:
David H. Jones (P23168)
148 S. Putnam St.
Williamston, MI 48895
(517) 655-4326

Joint Successor Trustees:
Cynthia Keiser and Beth A. Rindfleisch
9191 Kelly Rd.
Pinckney, MI 48169

Notice to Creditors in the 
matter of the 'Jacklyn A. 
Case Revocable Living 
Trust' of 04/07/2011



     March 202228

STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Brooklyn Rochow tries to get 
around an Olivet defender. 
Photos provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The varsity girls basketball team enters the 

last week of the season tied for the top spot in the 
GLAC with Leslie. Only one game remains before 
districts.

Olivet On Feb. 18, the Panthers knocked off a 
tough Olivet squad 52-41. 

Gwen Rogozinski led the Panthers with 20 
points, five assists, and four steals. Brooklyn 
Rochow added 15 points and nine rebounds, while 
Rylee Tolson had seven points and four boards. 
Gracee Robidou chipped in with six points, Alaina 
Kellenberger two points and nine rebounds, and 
Taylor Lockhart two points.

Lakewood The Panthers took down Lakewood 
65-55 in a Feb. 15 game.

Rogozinski led the Panthers with 23 points. 
Robidou added 12 points and five rebounds 
and Rochow 11 points and eight rebounds. 
Kellenberger chipped in with six points and four 
boards, Tolson seven points and seven rebounds, 
Lockhart three points, and Makayla Surline two 
points. 

Leslie In a Feb. 10 contest, the Panthers handed 
Leslie its first league loss of the season 53-35.

Kellenberger had a huge night with 12 points 
and 17 rebounds. Rochow scored a team-high 19 
points, while Rogozinski added 15. Robidou added 

five points and Lockhart two.
Perry The Panthers rolled to a 55-26 win Feb. 8 after taking a 24-3 lead at the 

end of one quarter.
Kellenberger had 16 points and six rebounds to lead Stockbridge. Robidou 

chipped in with 12 points, and five assists, while Rogozinski added 11 points and six 
steals. Tolson finished with five points, Surline three, Shailynn Romero, Lockhart, 
and Rochow two each. 

Leslie On Feb. 4, the Panthers fell to Leslie 49-40.
Rogozinski finished with 18 points to lead Stockbridge. Kellenberger added nine 

points and nine boards, while Rochow had four points and 10 rebounds. Robidou 
and Lockhart scored four each, and Surline one.

Napoleon The Panthers routed Napoleon 68-43 in a Feb. 1 contest.
Rogozinski had a huge night with 28 points, a school-record 11 steals and six 

assists. Tolson finished with a career-high 16 points for the Panthers. Kellenberger 
had eight points and eight rebounds, Lockhart seven points, Surline and Rochow 
four points each, and Romero one. 

Lansing Christian The Panthers held off a stubborn Lansing Christian team 50-
45 on Jan. 28.

Rochow and Robidou scored 13 each to lead the Panthers. Tolson had a big night 
with 10 points, six assists, and five rebounds. Kellenberger had eight points and nine 
rebounds, Lockhart two points and seven boards, and Paige Stolarz two points.

Maple Valley On Jan. 25, the Panthers routed Maple Valley 68-30.
Robidou had a huge night for the Panthers with a career-high 26 points. 

Kellenberger chipped in with 12 points and nine rebounds, while Lockhart had a big 
night with eight points, six rebounds, five steals, and four assists. Rochow added 
seven points and eight boards, Stolarz and Tolson five points each, Romero three 
points, and Surline two points.

Varsity girls basketball tied for top spot in GLAC Rylee Tolson named a Class B Scholar-Athlete

Rylee Tolson, MHSAA Scholar-
Athlete Award winner. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

Information from the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association

Rylee Tolson, of Stockbridge, was selected 
as a Class B Scholar-Athlete Award winner by 
the Michigan High School Athletic Association 
(MHSAA).

Tolson was among nine students in Class B and 
32 Michigan student athletes overall to receive 
the award. Farm Bureau Insurance, in its 33rd 
year of sponsoring the award, will give $2,000 
college scholarships to the 32 award-winners, who 
represent their member schools in at least one sport 
with a state postseason tournament sponsored by 
the MHSAA. 

Tolson is playing her third season of varsity 
basketball, and participated in two seasons of track and field. She ran cross country 
for four seasons, qualifying for the MHSAA Cross Country Finals all four years. 
Tolson also earned all-state honors three times and won the Lower Peninsula 
Division 2 title as a sophomore. She served as a captain of both the cross country 
and track teams.

“I try my best to be a support system for everyone around me all of the time," 
she said in her essay. Supporting others includes time outside of sports. 

"Tutoring after school before practice, waking up early to prepare for a National 
Honor Society meeting, or helping a teammate during lunch with a class that I have 
already taken allows me to help my peers strive to be their best academically,” she 
wrote.

In other school activities, Tolson is four-year member of student council and has 
served as vice president. She also is chapter president and a two-year member of 
the National Honor Society.

See Tolson on page 29.

Gwen Rogozinski drives toward 
the basket against Olivet.

Kalysta Connolly qualifies for the first 
MHSAA girls wrestling state finals

Kalysta Connolly qualifies for the 
MHSAA girls wrestling state finals. 
Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Kalysta Connolly made history by 

qualifying for the first-ever girls wrestling 
state finals sponsored by the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association.

Connolly finished fourth in the 130-pound 
weight class during the regionals at Hartland 
Feb. 20. She went 3-2 on the day and picked 
up three pins to advance to the state finals at 

Ford Field in Detroit March 4-5.
There have been previous girls state wrestling finals, but 2022 is the first 

year the MHSAA sponsored the event. It also will be the first time the girls 
finals will be at Ford Field at the same time as the boys event.

The Stockbridge boys had a rough end to their season at districts.
Christopher Conant picked up the lone win for the Panthers. He won by 

pin in the consolation bracket to go 1-2 on the day. 
The Panthers also finished ninth at the GLAC/CMAC conference meet.
Conant finished fourth with a 2-2 record at 119 to lead the Panthers.
Remi Samek, Collin Trost, Jaidehn Conant and Kaidin Samek each 

picked up one win for the Panthers.
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Tolson page 28
Tolson is a member of the marching band, concert band, jazz band and is a 

section leader for drumline. For three years, she participated in Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and peer-to-peer assistance program. 

Following high school, Tolson plans to attend the University of Michigan and 
study kinesiology.

The other Class B Scholar-Athlete Award honorees are Maggie Duba, Grand 
Rapids West Catholic; Whitney Farrell, Freeland; Claire Meacham, Montague; 
Derek Distelrath, St. Clair; Joseph Hayes, Shelby; Curtis Knapp, Jonesville; Michael 
A. Meneguzzo, Kingsford; and Jack Rellinger, Grand Rapids Catholic Central.

Students applying for the Scholar-Athlete Award must have at least a 3.5 
(on a 4.0 scale) grade-point average and have earned a letter in a varsity sport 
with a postseason tournament. Applicants also must show active participation in 
other school and community activities and write an essay on the importance of 
sportsmanship in educational athletics.

The 32 scholarship recipients will be recognized March 26 during the MHSAA 
Boys Basketball Finals at the Breslin Student Events Center in East Lansing.

Panthers slip past Lansing Christian after long recess
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge boys basketball team returned to the court for the first time in 

nearly two weeks Jan. 28 due to illness and the Panthers battled their way to a 63-60 
win over Lansing Christian.

The Panthers were still short-handed going into the game with the Pilgrims, but 
were able to overcome the adversity to pull out the win.

The game was a back-and-forth battle all night with the Pilgrims taking a 16-13 
lead after one quarter.

Drew Philipp and Drew Robinson scored six each in the second as the Panthers 
were able to cut the Lansing Christian lead to 28-27 at the half.

The Panthers would outscore Lansing Christian 13-11 in the third behind five points 
from Robinson and four each from Philipp and Kegan Collins to take a 40-39 lead after 
three.

The fourth quarter was a shootout with the Panthers outscoring the Pilgrims 23-21 
to hold on for the win.

Stockbridge went to the line 13 times in the fourth quarter. Most of the trips to the 
line came in the final two minutes and the Panthers sealed the win by making eight of 
the 13 shots from the charity stripe.

Philipp finished with a team-high 20 points to lead the Panthers.
Robinson added 17 and Collins chipped in with 16. Jake Sawicki scored six points, 

Jake Sawicki drives to the hoop 
against Olivet. Photos provided 
by Keith Michaels

Drew Philipp launches a three-
pointer.

all of them coming in the all-important fourth quarter. Micah Bolton and Collin Cook chipped in with two points each.
The win snapped a two-game skid for the Panthers before the hiatus.
The Panthers fell to rival Leslie 59-32 Jan. 18.
Collins led the Panthers with eight points, while Robinson and David Kluesner scored six each. Joey Ballagh added five points, Philipp four, and 

Bolton three.
On Jan. 14, Stockbridge fell to unbeaten Olivet 60-47.
Kluesner and Ballagh led the team with 12 points each. Collins added eight points and Robinson seven. Sawicki and Philipp chipped in with four 

points each.
Perry The Panthers clipped Perry 56-52 in a Feb. 8 contest.
Collins finished with a team-high 18 points. Philipp 

added 14 points and Jake Sawicki eight. Robinson and 
Kluesner chipped in with seven each. 

The Panthers hit 10 of 13 free throws in the final quarter to seal the win.
Lakewood The Panthers spoiled the Vikings chances at a GLAC title Feb. 15 by 

knocking them off 61-56.
Ballagh broke a tie with a four-point play with just over two minutes remaining to give 

the Panthers the lead and Collins hit four free throws in the final seconds to seal the win.
Collins finished with a team-high 33 points, including 17 in a huge fourth quarter. 

Robinson added 13 points and Kluesner five points. Sawicki and Philipp added three points 
each.

Maple Valley On Feb. 13, the Panthers took down Maple Valley 57-34.
Hayden Ellsworth and Collins scored 12 points each to lead Stockbridge. Philipp chipped 

in with nine points and Kluesner seven. Ballagh added six points, Sawicki five, Robinson 
four, and Cook two.

29
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After wreaking havoc with multiple blistery, 
snowy days in February, Mother Nature left 
a beautful canvas for local photographers. 
Please enjoy these photos, submitted by 
various local residents, of winter scenery last 
month in the greater Stockbridge area.

Now, who's ready for spring?

Photo credits are as follows 
Top Row: Clyde Whitaker
Middle Row L to R: Rachel Clark, Geri Uihlein, 
Maria Hoard, Audra Leigh
Bottom Row L to R: Bonnie Puckett, Clyde Whitaker
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Photo credits are as follows 
Top Row L to R: Dennis Petsch, Audra Leigh
Middle Row L to R: Clyde Whitaker, Laura Neilsen, 
Andrea Place, Lou Anne Rowse
Bottom Row L to R: Debra Campbell, Andrea Winnie, 
Amy Carr
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Photo credits are as follows 
Top Row L to R: Lyn St. Dennis, Linda Sanders
Middle Row L to R: Janice Lovachis, Peggy Rene 
Smith, Alyssa Faber, Amber Khozouie
Bottom Row L to R: Joanne Maus, Dennis Petsch, 
Sherri Gebhard


