
Stockbridge answers some questions
about Apex's possible wind turbine project 

Submitted by Stockbridge Township
There have been a lot of questions about the wind turbine project that is being proposed in 

Stockbridge Township and surrounding townships. Stockbridge Township would like to address a 
few of these questions to help inform the public on where the project currently stands and what the 
Planning Commission and Township Board are doing to address it.   – Jill Marie Ogden, 10/25/21

Q: Who is Apex and what are they proposing? Apex is a wind energy company that is 
researching the possibility of constructing wind turbines in Stockbridge Township and surrounding 
Townships. The true scope of the project is currently unknown as no plans or permits have been 
submitted.

See Stockbridge Township Wind Turbine FAQs on page 12.

You’re in store for convenience 
and a smile at Mike and Tina’s

by Mary Jo David
Mike and Christina (aka: Tina) DePugh were searching for 

the perfect party store to purchase. In a conversation with a store 
owner who was selling, the seller mentioned it was a great time to 
get into the convenience store business because the competition 
would be thinning—“Columbo’s is closing.” 

That piqued the interest of the DePughs who decided to 
expand their search to include checking out Columbo’s. By then, 
the store at 13100 Territorial Road in Stockbridge had closed, but 
the location, its log-cabin feel, and the overall potential attracted 
them, so the DePughs made an offer.

See Mike and Tina's on page 14.

Mike DePugh greets customers and rings them up with a smile at 
Mike and Tina’s Party Store. Photo credit Mary Jo David

Signs of the season: Garden Club decks the 
hall — historic Stockbridge Township Hall 

Pictured l-r, back row: Patrice Johnson, Roberta 
Ludtke, Joan Tucker, Vickie Woolcock, Linda 
Risner, Jill Peck, Mary Wilson and Terry Sommer. 
Front row: Tammy Porter, Laura Morehouse, Jean 
Bliss, Dorothy Craft, Bev Glynn, Nancy Macaluso, 
Jeannine Wayman and Janine Falk. Workers not 
pictured: Molly Howlett, Sue Lindemer, Julia 
Neuhaus, Dennis Petsch, Linda Petsch, Connie 
Risner and Judy Williams. Photo credit Judy 
Williams

by Judy Williams
It’s looking more like Christmas around 

Stockbridge thanks to 23 Stockbridge Area Garden 
Club members. The mighty members divided into 
four groups to conquer the holiday task. The hardier 
members took on the work of trimming the 9-foot 
spruce donated by Molly and Rick Howlett of the 
Howlett Tree Farm, while the others decorated the 
historical Township Hall for the season. 

Another Christmastime Garden Club activity is 
to adopt several Outreach families to help ensure 
that everyone has packages and gifts to open on 
Christmas Day.

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club, founded 
in 1984, meets the first Monday of each month 
and undertakes numerous civic projects. Some 
of its activities include the maintenance of the 
seasonally decorated cart at the main intersection 
in Stockbridge, spring planting of the Stockbridge 
Township Square, and weeding and watering of the 
cemetery flag garden and the township memorial 
garden.

In addition to the civic projects, the members also find time to share their enjoyment of learning 
about flowers and gardening.

Behind the scenes of the 2021 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Peeling, boiling, and mashing 
250 pounds of potatoes is no 
small job, but with the help 
of her volunteers, Erin Smith 
makes it look fun! Photo credit 
Mary Jo David

by Mary Jo David
“Many hands make light 

work.” And many hands are 
certainly what’s needed when 
you’re shopping for and 
preparing the Stockbridge 
Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner—a 27-year tradition (not 
counting the 2020 cancellation 
due to COVID). 

According to Erin Smith, 
who has been the volunteer 
coordinator of this monumental 
feat for the past three dinners, 
the 2021 event provided about 
500 dinners to members of the 
community.

See Thanksgiving on page 7.

Stockbridge Township officials visited Wheeler Township, Mich., in October, where they observed wind 
turbines in operation and a turbine being constructed. Photos provided by Stockbridge Township
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Rural Perspectives: The woolly bear caterpillar 
and winter weather predictions

by Diane Constable
Will 2022 have a short and mild winter?
Who among us has seen the woolly bear caterpillar and 

not wondered if it really does predict the harshness of the 
upcoming season?

In early spring, the overwintering woolly bear caterpillar 
will come out of hibernation and form a cocoon. In two 
weeks, it emerges as the 2-inch buff-yellow Isabella tiger moth 
(Pyrrharctia isabella).

Diane Gray 

Constable

The woolly bear caterpillar 
can be observed in late fall
as it wanders to find a place 
with protective cover to 
spend the winter. Photo credit 
Diane Constable

This native moth will lay up to 1,000 eggs. Like most 
moths, they sip on flower nectar and are more active at 
night when they can be seen flying around outdoor lights.

The eggs will mature to adults in about two months 
and they lay a second batch in mid-summer. The larvae do 
little damage and eat a wide variety of leaf plants including 
clovers, dandelions and sometimes tree leaves.

It is the caterpillars of this second batch that we see in 
the late fall when they wander looking for leaf debris and 
other protective cover to spend the coming cold season.

Folklore says that the width of the brown bands of this 
native predicts the severity of the upcoming season —the 
wider the brown band, the milder the winter. 

But this is more of a record of a mild fall. A warmer 
autumn will produce wider brown bands because the brown part continues growing 
until the woolly bear goes into a hibernation for the winter.

Fun Fact: The woolly bear is one of the very few moths that overwinter as a 
caterpillar by freezing solid. It produces a sort of antifreeze that protects it until 
spring.

Bonus Fun Fact: There are five states that have Woolly Bear Festivals — 
Kentucky, New York, North Carolina, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Cindy Elliott named president of IHA medical group
Information and photo from IHA and St. Joe’s
 IHA, the medical group for Saint Joseph Mercy Health 

System and a member of Trinity Health, has appointed Cindy 
Elliott, RN, FACHE, to be its next president. The announcement 
on Nov. 17 follows unanimous votes by the IHA Governing 
Board and the Trinity Health Michigan Board and Elliott's 
successful leadership in the interim role for the past several 
months.

 Elliott becomes just the third president in IHA's 27-year 
history, after Mark LePage, MD, and the late William Fileti.Cindy Elliott, RN, FACHE

Stockbridge Light Pole Decorating Contest winners announced
Information from Light Pole Decorating Stockbridge Mi Facebook Page
Thank you again for all our participants! Stockbridge (and friends/family) knocked this 

year's competition out of the park!
The contest raised over $4,700 for local charities. The winners of the 2021 Halloween 

Light Pole Contest are as follows:
• First Place with 1,823 votes - #23 Jen McClure - Hannah Glair Scholarship Fund $1,925.
• Second Place with 989 votes - #16 Good Manna - Dora's Cupboard $1,091.
• Third Place with 307 Votes - #14 The Kruger Family - Chris Kruger Scholarship $409.
• Fourth Place with 306 Votes - #7 Simply You Salon - Beverly Penix Toy Drive $408.
• Fifth Place with 173 Votes - #33 Walker Family Heating & Cooling - Teen Center $275.
The Panther Cubs PTO received $641from the registration feeds. Way to go Stockbridge! 

We'll see you again next August to get signed up for 2022!
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by Shuyler Clark
With the frigid winter settling in and kids out of school 

for the holidays, parents may want a distraction for their 
children during slow days. Reading to pets is a perfect 

Fun titles for children and pets 
to enjoy this holiday season

Shuyler Clark

activity to pass the time and has many benefits, including boosting fluency and 
confidence, according to educator Jodie Rodriguez. Kids can cuddle up with the 
family pet and enjoy these fun, animal-themed picture books this winter.

Can Cat and Bird be Friends? by Coll Muir Can they? That is a good 
question—one for the reader to find out. Alternating dialogue, black for Cat and 
white for Bird, makes this title the perfect fit for siblings looking to role-play the 
characters. Muir’s delightful art is a pleasant backdrop for the polite yet amusing 
dialogue taking place in its pages. Who knows...maybe the cats listening in will 
learn to befriend wild birds, too.

Bird Count by Susan Edwards Richmond Join Ava, her mother, and their 
friend Big Al as they brave the winter cold for the National Audubon Society’s 
Christmas Bird Count. Featuring an index of the species included, this book is a 
great introduction to birds of New England, many of which can be found here in 
Michigan; it is also a terrific overview of the rules and traditions of bird counts and 
citizen scientists. If Ava’s adventure sounds appealing, consider joining a citizen 
birding group for the annual Christmas Bird Count.

This Old Dog by Martha Brockenbrough The old dog wants to take things 
slow, but with the arrival of a new baby, things are going a little too fast for his 
liking. This Old Dog is an homage to the bonds between animals and their human 
companions, inspired by Brockenbrough’s own dog and daughter duo. With its 
emotive art and heartwarming narration, this title will strike a chord with parents, 
children, and dogs alike.

See Reading Between the Lines on page 13.

From CADL Stockbridge

Some holiday events coming back to library

The reindeer are back at the 
Stockbridge Library on Monday, 
Dec. 13. Photo provided by 
Stockbridge Library

by Head Librarian Sherri McConnell
While some things have been put on hold, 

some of our much-anticipated holiday traditions 
have returned to the library this year. 

The reindeer are coming! Come by CADL 
Stockbridge on Monday, Dec. 13 from 3:30-5 
p.m. to rub their noses and scratch their ears. 

In addition, a drop-in craft is set for Friday, 
Dec. 10 or Saturday, Dec. 11 during open hours. 
Come by and make a ribbon and bead ornament 
for your tree or someone else’s. It also will be 
available as a Take and Make Kit. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 15 at 10:30 a.m., we 
will have a special storytime for the youngest readers. 

Our traditional open house sponsored by the Friends of the Stockbridge Library 
will be back next year. The staff members of the Stockbridge Branch wish you all 
a warm and bright holiday season!

The Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood 
St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org.

Reading Between the Lines

Christmas past and present: A local 
look at holiday celebrations

by Tina Cole-Mullins
The Christmas season is here 

again and family, friends and 
community prepare to join as one 
to celebrate. Jack Frost is nipping 
at our noses as the weather turns 
cold and we get our first taste of 
winter. But this does not deter 
true Michigander shoppers from 
pushing through the hustle and 
bustle. All seem filled with holiday 
cheer as they search for that perfect 
gift of a popular toy or the latest 
technology.

Despite these busy times, some 
Christmas traditions continue. 
Community celebrations such as 
the Stockbridge Festival of Lights, 
Stockings on the Square, and 

Santa takes time out during his busy season 
to meet visitors in a cabin at the Waterloo Farm 
Museum. Photo from Volunteers of Waterloo Farm 
and Dewey School Facebook page

Highest Praise Worship Center hosting a visit from Santa bring joy to young and old 
during the holiday season. 

We can capture it all on our phones in an instant and share photos around the 
world just as fast as Santa’s sleigh ride each year on that magical night. Technology 
creates a world far different from that of our parents and grandparents. For them, 
Christmas was a much simpler time.

The first settlers to the area of White Oak, Stockbridge, Gregory, Hell and 
Waterloo included the Smith, Lowe, Walker, Williams, Reeves, Davis, Dewey, 
Siebold and Realy families. Depending upon one's heritage, the celebrations would 
differ. With the fallout from the American Revolution, many English customs and 
celebrations of Christmas were outlawed in Boston, similar to the story we know as 
"Santa Claus is Coming to Town."

If these families followed in a crusade to celebrate Christmas before it was 
declared a federal holiday, they had what would become a traditional celebration. 
They may have followed the lead of Washington Irving’s short story in 1819 with 
his portrayal of an English manor celebration focused on the meaning of "Christ-
Mass" and family. The popular Charles Dickens' work called "A Christmas Carol" 
also may have influenced celebrations, as it was written soon after this area was 
founded.

Maybe one of our forefathers would have been seated with children by the fire, 
where stockings were hung with care, reading the poem "Account of a Visit from St. 
Nicholas," now known as "'Twas the Night Before Christmas."

One can only imagine and speculate how first settlers celebrated the holidays. 
Christmas would not become a federal holiday until 1870. By the end of the 1800s, 
Francis Pharcellus Church, the editor at a New York newspaper would answer a little 
girl's question stating "Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus."

See Christmas Past and Present on page 18.
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Staff Spotlight: Parapro Delores Shippe—Grandma Dee—
has a special gift for working with students 

Delores Shippe, paraprofessional. 
Her big heart and caring ways have 
earned her the special nickname 
“Grandma Dee.” Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Working with children who have special needs has become one of Delores 

Shippe’s callings in life.
She currently works at Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School, supporting 

classroom teachers and assisting students with learning difficulties so they can 
function in the classroom with one-on-one help.

“I love high school and, yes, after all these years, I’m known as ‘Grandma 
Dee,’” Shippe says.

This paraprofessional has a special gift and is patient and loving when 
helping students in the district. Over time, she has worked in all three Amy Haggerty

buildings and has become a vital resource for many of our 
classrooms districtwide.

Born and raised in Detroit, Shippe is a graduate of Western High 
School. She married her husband, Bruce, in 1963. They have three 
children: Bruce Junior, their oldest, is a K-9 police officer; Elizabeth 
owns her own beauty salon; and Tracy, their youngest, is a lawyer 
and a professor who teaches law classes at Lansing Community 
College.

Shippe worked at Oakwood Hospital for 25 years before coming 
to the Stockbridge area. While employed at the hospital, she was the 
manager of the patient transportation department.

On the advice of their daughter Tracy who lived in Gregory, 
Delores and Bruce eventually moved to the Stockbridge area and 
built a house. They have a grandson, Craig, who started school in the 
Stockbridge Community School District.

Shippe initially began working with the school district as a 
volunteer at Smith Elementary School. Later, she took a paying 
position at Heritage, working one-on-one with students who needed 

extra help.
She was later approached to work with a very special student who was non-verbal, needed 

assistance on and off buses, and required reading and writing support. He presented many challenges 
that Shippe was able to help him overcome, and he eventually became successful and more 
independent. She was able to follow him to the high school and assist him until he moved out of the 
district.

“That student changed my life,” Shippe recalls.
This gifted parapro has assisted some of the students who are most challenged in 

the district. She has the ability to reach them and provide constant support to make 
them feel comfortable so they are able to learn successfully.

Stockbridge Community Schools is fortunate to have Delores Shippe—Grandma 
Dee—with her big heart and caring ways as a paraprofessional assisting our special 
needs students in the district.

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 
33 years in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with 
her husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with 
family and friends.

At 99, Dorene White of Stockbridge
is the life of the party—again! 

Three of Dorene White’s children pose for a 
very special birthday picture with their mom. 
Front l-r: Barb VanDyke, Dorene White. Back 
l-r: Sally Layton, Rick White. Photo credit Mary 
Jo David

by Mary Jo David
Family and friends gathered in 

downtown Stockbridge on Nov. 14 
to celebrate Dorene White’s 99th 
birthday. The momentous occasion 
for this Stockbridge jewel was 
celebrated at the Back Street Meeting 
& Hall Space. The party hall was 
filled with well-wishers, and Dorene 
was in her glory surrounded by 
balloons, flowers, friends, family and 
LOTS of cake! 

A lifetime music lover, Dorene’s 
toes were tappin’ to live music 
by SwizzleStick, featuring Paul 
Crandall, Scott Crandall, and Ashton 
Havens along with special guests 
Jack Falk and Gary Hicks.
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Stockbridge graduate honors local veterans
Article and photos by Tom Tucker
Early in the morning of Nov. 11, 2021, Pat Flannery starts a mission he has repeated for 11 

years—honoring the gravesites of veterans who served between the Civil War and the present. 
Flannery, a 1975 graduate of Stockbridge High School who now resides in South Dakota, 

recently drove to the area to reconnect with family and friends. While here, he visited Oaklawn 
Cemetery to honor local veterans and recognize their efforts and sacrifice.

Flannery’s routine is simple, heartfelt, and respectful. He begins by cleaning off the tombstone 
with a brush and placing a coin on the stone. Then he steps back, salutes, and says the last name of 
the veteran. He repeats this process for every gravesite marked by an American flag—a process that 
can take an entire day, regardless of the weather.

How did it all begin? After serving 21 years in the Army, Flannery retired in 2006, only to 
embark on a second career with the U.S. government in Sioux City, Iowa. After watching a 2010 
documentary on honoring fallen soldiers through wreaths and coins, he was inspired to carry out 
something that has ancient origins. 

“It began in the Roman Empire, but recently became a more common way to honor deceased 
U.S. veterans of the Vietnam War,” he noted. Every year since then, Flannery has visited many 
cemeteries throughout the country—small and large—on both Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

The symbolism of the coin type varies. Most of the time, Flannery places a penny on the 
tombstone, a message to family members that someone has paid respect to their loved one’s military 
service. Placement of other coins is determined by the relationship between the person leaving 
the coin and the veteran being honored. Traditionally, the coins are collected to help maintain the 
gravesites of indigent veterans.

So if you are ever in a cemetery to honor a family member who served in the military and see a 
coin on the tombstone, you can take comfort in knowing that someone—probably a stranger—has 
recognized the efforts and sacrifices of your loved one.
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Ask an Expert: Should I always go 
to the nearest auto body shop?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Unfortunately, accidents can happen during the most unexpected 

circumstances, even when you're always a careful driver. For urgent vehicle 
repairs, you’ll need a local auto body shop. But should you always go to the 
nearest auto body shop in your city? Here’s everything you need to know 
about local auto body shops.

For repairs. Although you can drive your car with a slight fender bender or a caved-in door, it 
will be less presentable. More importantly, a damaged fender and caved-in door pose significant 
risks to drivers and passengers. The same thing applies to car collisions, which require immediate 
car repair.

For aesthetics. Visiting an auto body shop is the first thing you should do if you are concerned 
about your vehicle’s appearance. For instance, you might go to a local auto body shop if your car is 
scratched and needs a new coat of paint, a windshield replacement, or has a dented fender. In most 
cases, these are easy issues to fix.

Why you should visit the nearest local auto body shop. Often, drivers overlook local auto 
body shops when they need car repairs. They fail to realize how much these shops have to offer. 
Aside from the convenience factor, here are some reasons why you should choose an auto body 
shop near you:

The best value for your money. Local auto body shops use original equipment manufacturer 
parts for repairs and replacements. They’re part of the community. They care about you and your 
safety. Because of this, they offer more value for money to safeguard their reputation.

Friendly and certified staff. The last thing you would want to experience when you visit an auto 
body shop is poor customer service. Local auto body shops ensure customer satisfaction because 
they are more than likely the owners. 

See Ask an Expert on page 9.
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Peppermint Bark

• 12 oz. semisweet 
chocolate, chopped
• 12 oz. white 
chocolate, chopped
• 1/2 tsp. peppermint 
extract
• 8 candy canes, 
crushed

1. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. Fill the 
bottom of a large pot with 3” water and bring to simmer 
over medium heat. Reduce heat to low, then place a large 
heatproof bowl on top. Add semisweet chocolate and stir 
occasionally until chocolate has melted. Stir in extract. 
Pour into prepared baking sheet and spread into an even 
layer with an offset spatula. Refrigerate until set, about 20 
minutes.

2. Over the same pot of barely simmering water, place 
another large heatproof bowl. Add white chocolate and stir 
until melted. Pour over set semisweet chocolate then top 
immediately with candy canes. Refrigerate until set, about 
20 minutes.

 This year, the vast 
majority of the dinners 
were take-outs (from 
Heritage School) with just 
a few dinner deliveries 
requested. 

So how many turkeys 
does it take to feed this 
crowd? The answer: 25, 
and they’re all donated by 
Stockbridge area residents. 
Add to that the 250 pounds 
of potatoes (donated by 

Thanksgiving page 1

Dave Pentescu (left) and Jason 
McMillin (right) keep a watchful 
eye on the turkeys roasting in the 
ovens at the high school. Photo 
credits Mary Jo David
Gee Farms) and all the accompanying side dishes and 
pies, and you have the makings of a true Thanksgiving 
feast. 

Special thanks to Smith and all of this year’s 
volunteers who helped to carry on this epic community 
tradition.
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Bridge to Wellness

In December, end the year by improving your hand strength
by Gary Hicks
There are so many things to do during the month of December that it’s sometimes difficult to spend time working on fitness. Often people 

decide to take the month off with plans to dedicate themselves once again at the start of the new year. 
Rest and recovery are wonderful things because they allow time for the muscles to heal. But instead of taking December off, this may be the 

perfect time to work on an area we haven’t focused on—your hand and grip strength.
Think about it: Hand strength is important for opening jars while cooking, hauling packages as you walk through stores, ripping through 

Gary Hicks

Christmas wrap when opening gifts, and carrying plates of food at family gatherings. 
Hand strength is also important to many on the job—laborers, retailers, and health and safety workers to name a few. And let’s not forget those musicians who will be 

providing entertainment at events associated with the holiday season.
To perform a simple, but very effective hand exercise, hold a small ball, about the size of a tennis ball, in the palm of your hand. Squeeze the ball tightly for 10 

seconds, then release for 10 seconds. This simple hand-strengthening exercise will improve your grip and finger dexterity.
Monthly Fitness Challenge for December
The Monthly Challenge for December will be to perform 6 grip-strength exercises with each hand on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays throughout the month. On 

week 1, hold each ball squeeze for 10 seconds. Week 2, hold for 15 seconds. Hold for 20 seconds on week 3 and 30 seconds on week 4. 
Can you notice the strength increasing in your hands and forearms? Old Popeye would be proud! Don’t forget to make time to share your experiences with other 

readers. Here’s the Facebook link: www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge
Remember, if you have health challenges that could hamper your ability to exercise, check with your doctor before taking on a new exercise regimen. 

Gary A. Hicks, is a recently retired police sergeant with a passion for fitness. He has over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial 
arts instruction, and police academy instruction.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition, which exists to promote wellness in our community. SAWC is grateful for 
our many partners who help us in these efforts, including the Stockbridge Community News and our inaugural “Bridge to Wellness” columnist, 
Gary Hicks. SAWC sends a hearty THANK YOU to Gary for taking on the first year of this column. His willingness to share his skills and knowledge 
has enabled us to enhance our workouts and thus our health. 

In January 2022, we welcome a new columnist—Sophia Speroff—a registered dietitian of nine years. She has a master’s degree in public health 
and is currently working at St Joseph Mercy Hospital in Chelsea as a community dietitian. While Sophia will focus mainly on eating better, she has an athletic and 
competitive side that includes training for triathlons and half marathons. We’re looking forward to the tips she will be sharing. Meanwhile, the folks at SAWC wish 
everyone a happy and healthy new year!

They research each repair per OEM specifications to ensure you have an accurate 
quote, and help you fix your problem without any extra stress.

Fast turnaround. You likely will get your car back much more quickly if you 
visit a local auto body shop. Local experts are more concerned about you. They 
work long hours to get your car back on the road, safely, and as soon as possible.

Quality service. Since you’re working with an auto body shop near you, they’ll 
surely want to gain your trust in order to ensure future business. They want to 
be your one-stop shop for your auto body and collision repair needs. That’s why 
you can expect them to offer quality service. They gain more customers through 
excellent reviews and word-of-mouth referrals.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge.The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over 
the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa 
began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been 
working on cars for more than 75 years. 

Ask an Expert page 6
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A glance in the rearview mirror 
December 1921—Swamp trees for 
Christmas. Moonshine for hard colds. 
Worldwide shortage of marriageable men.

by Mary Jo David
The following news excerpts 

are from December 1921 editions 
of the Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. These are mostly reproduced in 
the original, without edits or corrections. Visit the Stockbridge Library to 
view electronic copies of old local news publications dating back to 1883.

Pretty Things That Are Made at Home: “Christmas comes but once 
a year,” … There is no dress or suit so plain or unattractive but that it is 
amenable to the transforming power of beauteous neckwear. No wonder 
so many of us throng the neckwear section of our favorite dry goods store 
on Saturday afternoon. It is the eleventh-hour rush to add the “touch that 
tells” to our costume for the morrow, for we all realize that exquisite 
neckwear will ever be recognized as the finesse of good dressing. 
–12/1/1921

Plain Food: Prosperity has ruined many a stomach. When money was 
flush, along in wartime and for a year or two after, people slipped away 
from plain food and bought lobsters, fancy jellies … Most of us dig our 
graves with our teeth. Business depression occasionally is a blessing in 
disguise, for it starves some people into good health. –12/1/1921

New Year’s Then and Now: As long as people can remember, there 
have been New Year parties. The old Romans gave theirs in honor of 
Janus, the two-faced god. One face looked back at the old, spent year and 
one face looked forward to the new, fresh year. … Some of the people 
who lived long ago waited until the end of March to celebrate the New 
Year, since that was the time that the trees and grass began new life. 
–12/ 29/1921

Breakers Ahead: From all reports there was rather a hilarious time 
in our usually quiet village last Friday and Saturday night. From some 
source, a quantity of “moonshine,” “Dynamite,” “White mule,” or 
whatever it may be called found its way into town and several persons 
suffering from “hard colds” took occasion to try the old-time remedy. 
As a result Sheriff Silsby was over from Mason Tuesday. … –12/ 29/1921
LOCAL/PERSONAL—Dec. 1, 1921 edition: 
• $10.00 REWARD: For information that will lead to the recovery of my 
gum machine and guilty party or parties. –Albert Terranova.
• We stated last week that Geo. Hurst and Wilbur Westfall had returned 
from their hunting trip in the north. The former returned, but “Punk” 
remained for a few days longer.
LOCAL/PERSONAL—Dec. 29, 1921 edition: 
• The lakes are frozen over and the boys have been enjoying some fine 
skating the past week. Some nice fish are also being caught through the 
ice. Lon Boyce taking some nice pike from Nichols Lake since Saturday. 
• The 9 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Hodge was killed 
Christmas Day by falling from the loft in the barn.
• South Iosco: George Harford is riding in a new Ford.
See Rearview Mirror on page 16.

Dec. 1 – Movers and Readers Storytime, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library 
Dec. 2 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 4 – Christmas on the Farm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Waterloo Farm Museum 
Dec. 5 – Christmas on the Farm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Waterloo Farm Museum 
Dec. 8 – Movers and Readers Storytime, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Dec. 9 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 10 – Ribbon Tree Ornament Craft, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Dec. 11 – Ribbon Tree Ornament Craft, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Dec. 13 – Rooftop Reindeer at the Library, 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library 
Dec. 15 – Movers and Readers Storytime, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Dec. 16 – Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 18 – Stockbridge Community Outreach donor deadline
Dec. 18 – Church of Christ: Stockbridge Free Clothes Closet and Food Pantry, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church of Christ
Dec. 20 – Stockbridge Community Outreach Pack Christmas Food
Dec. 20 – Stockbridge Township Meeting, 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall
Dec. 22 – Stockbridge Community Outreach Christmas distribution

For more community events visit: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email 
submissions to stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

Community Calendar

Haunted Michigan: Legend of the 
Stockbridge Hermit

Worden Road heading south toward the wooded 
area. Photo from Google Maps

by John Robinson
A local legend that originates 

from Stockbridge is about an 
old hermit who lived deep in 
the woods (east of Stockbridge 
and south west of Gregory) and 
an old woman who lived on the 
other side of the dirt road in 
another part of the woods.

People who grew up in 
Stockbridge over the last 60-70 
years have claimed to see the 

old hermit, saying that anyone who comes into his territory deep in the woods may 
never be seen again…or if they are, they’re not alive anymore. This woodsy area is 
now known as the Unadilla State Wildlife Area, east of Worden Road.

Years ago, a couple of buddies of mine claim to have hiked through the woods 
back and forth, intentionally searching for any signs of the hermit. 

See Stockbridge Hermit on page 15.
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UTPD Activity Oct. 1-31, 2021
Friday 10/1 - Suspicious Person-Spears Rd./Arnold 
Rd., Civil Complaint-Stockbridge ST./Cass St., 
Operating While Impaired-Bowdish Rd./Worden Rd.
Saturday 10/2 - Assist EMS-W. Lakelands Trl., 
Animal Complaint-Webb St./Church St.
Sundy 10/3 - 911 Hang Up-Arnold RD./W. 
Lakelands Trl.
Tuesday 10/5 - Traffic Detail/Williamsville Rd., 
Assist Village of Pinckney Police Dept.-Brentwood 
Dr./Knollwood St., Mental/Psych-Location 
Undisclosed
Wednesday 10/6 - Animal Complaint-Park Dr./
Woodside Dr., Property Damage Accident-
Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr., Animal 
Complaint-Park Dr./Woodside Dr., Hit and Run 
Accident-M-36/Gregory Ridge Rd., Welfare Check-
Berkshire Dr./Gregory Rd. , Assist EMS-Aronald 
Rd./W.Lakelands Trl.
Thursday 10/7 - Traffic Detail-Williamsville Rd./
San Luray Dr., Tresspassing, Loitering-Dexter Trl./
Dutton Rd., Suspicious Situation-Doyle Rd./Kane 
Rd.
Friday 10/8 - Animal Complaint-Livermore Rd./E.
Trebesh Cir., Property Damage Accident-Doyle Rd./
Livermore Rd., Noise Complaints-Kathryn Ct./W. 
M-36
Saturday10/9 - Assist EMS-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd., 
Suspicious Person-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd., 
Overdose/Ingestion-Location Undisclosed
Sunday 10/10 - Disturbance/Nuisance-
Williamsville Rd./Roepke Rd., Assist Other 
Agency-Kaiser Rd./Bruin Lake Campground, Assist 
UTFD-Wasson Rd./Gregory Rd.
Monday 10/11 - Unconscious/Fainting-Unadilla 
Rd./Williamsville Rd., Property Damage Accident-
Williamsville Rd./Doye Rd.
Tuesday 10/12 - Assist EMS-Arnold Rd./M-36, 
Traffic Detail-Hadley Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., 
Subpoena Service-Location Undisclosed

Wednesday 10/13 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle 
Ct., Subpoena Service-Location Undisclosed
Friday 10/15 - Fraud-Webb St.Church St.
Saturday 10/16 - Assist Village of Pinckney-
Hamburg St./Pearl St.
Sunday 10/17 - Traffic Detail-Willamsville Rd./San 
Luray Dr.
Tuesday 10/19 - Subpoena Service-Location 
Undisclosed
Thursday 10/21 - Lost/Found Property-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr.
Friday 10/22 - Domestic Disturbance-W M-.36/
Arnold Rd., Hazardous Road Conditions-M-36/
Spears Rd.
Saturday 10/23 - Animal Complaint-Meadowpark 
Dr./Doyle Rd., Property Damage Accident-Dexter 
Trl./Van Syckle Rd., Family Disturbance-Location 
Undisclosed
Sunday 10/24 - Property Damage Accident-Main 
St./M-36
Monday 10/25 - Suspicious Situation-Webb St./
Church St., Animal Complaint-Wasson Rd./Gregory 
Rd., Assist EMS-Main St./Dewey St.
Tuesday 10/26 - Animal Complaint-W.M-36/Barton 
Rd., Disturbance/Trouble-Main St./Dewey St.
Wednesday 10/27 - Welfare Check-Main St./Dewey 
St., Larceny-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd.
Thursday 10/28 - Malicious Destruction of 
Property-M-36/Dexter Trl., Animal Complaint-
Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr., Assist UTPD-Roepke 
Rd./Williamsville Rd., Larceny-Bridgets Way/
Howlett Rd., Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./Holmes
Friday 10/29 - Suspicious Vehicle-Arnold Rd./W 
Lakelands Trl, Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St.
Saturday 10/30 - Property Damage Accident-Wasson 
Rd./Bull Run Rd., Assist EMS-Arnold Rd./W. M-36, 
Assist EMS-M-36/Gregory Rd., Citizen Assist-W. 
M-36/Arnold Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 26 October 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency, Walz, McAlister, Kitley, 
and 10 residents. Also attending: Our Jackson County 
Sheriff Deputy Jim Moore. 
Public Comment: Garth Hannewald spoke of his 
displeasure for the way Planning Commission handled 
the change of zoning request from Glenn Farm Seeds 
and that it was done improperly and the length of time 
it took to make a decision. Sharon Houck commended 
the Board for the way they are serving and handling 
the community.
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with 
support from Walz to pay the bills as listed on the Post 
Audit report in the amount of $ 6,207.61. Roll call 
vote: Yes/ Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz. 
No/none. Motion carried. There was a police report 
for September given by Deputy Moore. Deputies 
assigned to Waterloo Township responded to 15 
complaints, Sheriff’s office had 19 calls for service. 
The Sheriff’s office responded to a total of 34 calls for 
service. Michigan State Police responded to 15 calls 
for service. 
Correspondence: Lance read a letter from State of 
Michigan Department of Treasury stating that our 
Audit of Minimum Assessing received a perfect score 
and thanked us for our cooperation throughout this 
process.
Old Business: The Halloween Parade taking place in 
Munith on October 30th at 2:00 was discussed briefly.
New Business: Walz stated that the Parks and 
Recreation committee members met and they are still 
working on the rain garden plans. They also discussed 
a page on Instagram. Some work has been done 
moving dirt to prepare the spot for the rain garden. 
They have had some work done on the Christmas 
Decorations checking lights and setting aside those 
that need new lights. They will be using LED lights. 
Morency stated they entered into closed session 
regarding the rezoning request from Glenn Farm Seeds 
and said they had denied the rezoning. Ordinances 
for solar farms and panels have been updated on 

the website. Lance talked about the 1-year and 5-year 
contracts with the Jackson County Sheriff for keeping a 
deputy in our Township. It depends on the millage vote 
outcome on November 2, 2021.
The following were action items addressed at the 
meeting:
• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to approve 
the Land Division for Keith Haglund Parent Parcel 
#000-05-33-476-001-01 resulting in new Parent Parcel 
#000-05-33-476-001-03 35.7 acres; Split parcel #000-
05-33-476-001-04, 5.3 acres; and Split parcel #000-
05-33-476-001-05 12.3 acres. Yes/all; no none. Motion 
carried
• Lance motioned with support from Walz to sign the 
5-year contract with Applied Imaging for a new Canon 
DX C3835 copier at a cost of $167.25 per month. Roll 
call vote: Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/
none. Motion carried.
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to accept 
the bid from Pathway Landscape for snow plowing 
as presented. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, McAlister, 
Walz, Kitley, Lance. No/none. Motion carried.
• Kitley motioned with support from McAlister to 
accept the raise of cost from Dust & Dirt Cleaning 
for cleaning of hall and offices. Roll call vote: Yes/
McAllister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency. No/none. 
Motion carried.
Other Items That Come Before The Board:
Public Comment: Dave Wesner asked if the Board 
would be taking a stance on the redistricting that 
is currently being worked on connecting Waterloo 
Township with the north part of Washtenaw County and 
a portion of Ann Arbor. Lance said we would be talking 
with our legal counsel regarding the mapping. Catherine 
Upton asked about updates to the Clear Lake Park.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:46 p.m.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday November 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next 
regular board meeting will be on November 23, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page 
at: waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES Nov. 15, 2021

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
November 15, 2021 at 7:32pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
James Wireman, Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: Trustee Ed 
Wetherell
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting agenda as printed 
Wetherell second with the amendment of 
adding 52 Landscaping under old business 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting minutes from October 
18, 2021 as printed Wireman second All in 
Favor Motion carried
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2021 thru November 15, 2021 
Wireman second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Old Business
Sommer motion to accept 52 Landscaping 
bill in the amount of $18,645.70 for the 

parking lot of 219 Elm street Wireman 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to spend up to $500.00 on 
a new dvd/Bluray player and supplies for 
December 3, 2021 Movie night Wireman 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
New Business
Sommer motion to accept Collins electric 
quote to put in an attic fan in the Stockbridge 
Township Hall Wireman Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Lantis will start to look in to having ADA 
compliant door added to the entrance of the 
Stockbridge Township Offices
Stockbridge Township agreed to allow 
Jill Ogden and Samantha Sanchez to look 
at what would need to be done and cost 
for Stockbridge Township to sponsor 
Stockbridge Harvest Festival. They will do 
some research and bring information to the 
Stockbridge Township Board at a later date
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 
Township Board monthly bills in the 
amount of $40,102.82 with the addition 
of $18,645.70 for a total of $58,748.52 
Wireman second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion
Lantis motion to Adjourn the Stockbridge 
Township regular Board meeting at 8:10 am 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Becky Muraf
Stockbridge Township Clerk

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council 
Meeting Nov. 1, 2021 at 7:00pm

UNAPPROVED Synopsis Minutes
Meeting called to order by President Pro-tem Cattell 
at 7:00 pm Roll Call: PRESENT: Pro-Tem Frederick 
Cattell, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee Greg 
Uihlein, Trustee Richard Mullins, ABSENT: President 
Molly Howlett, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, 
Trustee Anne Moceri; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney, John 
Torres, Police Chief, Citizens were also present.
Pledge of Allegiance President Pro-Tem led the pledge 
of allegiance.d. Approval of Agenda MOTION by 
Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
the November 1, 2021 agenda as amended: add i 
Eastbridge Follow-Up to old Business; Remove 
a. DDA Appointees under New Business Motion 
carried unanimously.Approval of Minutes MOTION 
by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the minutes from October 4, 2021, Special Minutes 
October 13, 2021, Special Minutes from October 
26, 2021 as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment – There was public comment. Police 
Report: Chief Torres gave an update.; FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Mullins, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the 
accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle.
AYES: Mullins, Morehouse, Cattell; NAYS: Uihlein 
ABSENT: Howlett, Quintanilla, Moceri MOTION 
FAILED; OLD BUSINESS Village Auditor MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
to hire Stephenson & Company for the FY2020-
21Village Audit. Ayes: Morehouse, Uihlein, Mullins, 
Cattell Nays: None Absent: Uihlein, Mullins 
MOTION PASSED Investigation of Allegations 
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Morehouse, 
APPROVED; to hire Cohl, Stocker & Toskey, P.C., to 
do an independent investigation into the Clerk Nogle’s 
Allegations. Ayes: Morehouse, Cattell, Mullins, 
Uihlein Nays: None Absent: Moceri, Howlett, 
Quintanilla MOTION PASSED; Lights at Flag Pole 
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; to table the Light at the Flag Pole 
Motion carried unanimously. Truck Repairs MOTION 
by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
to table Truck Repairs. Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS Harvest Moon MOTION by Cattell, 

SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; to table 
Harvest Moon Update.Motion carried unanimously.
ETNA Annual Support MOTION by Mullins, 
SUPPORTED by Morehouse, APPROVED; to accept 
ETNA Annual Support in the amount of $3,000.00. 
AYES: Morehouse, Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Moceri, Howlett, Quintanilla MOTION 
PASSED; Workshop for Future Financial Reports to 
Council MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; to hold a workshop on November 16, 
2021 at 6:00pm to discuss the future of Financial 
Reports to the Council.Motion Carried Unanimously.
BS&A Training for Clerk Nogle MOTION by Mullins, 
SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to send Clerk 
Nogle for BS&A.Utility Billing Training.AYES: 
Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Cattell NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Moceri, Howlett, Quintanilla MOTION 
PASSED. Workshop for Hiring a Village Manager 
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; to hold a workshop on November 30, 
2021 at 6:00pm to discuss hiring a Village Manager. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.Procedures and Policies 
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; Procedures and Policies go back to the 
personnel committee whoever that will be for future 
review. Motion Carried Unanimously. Committees 
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; to table the Committees. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. Eastbridge Condominiums Water Follow-
up MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; to discuss the Eastbridge Condominiums 
Water Follow-up.Motion Carried Unanimously. 
Resident Lynda Dyer from Eastbridge Condos requested 
that the following seven questions be answered:What’s 
in my tap water? Why are these contaminants in the 
water? How is the village water system removing 
contaminants? How are better investing in the water 
technology to improve water quality? What are you 
doing to create sustainable funding for the water 
system? How is the village protecting the source of 
water to keep pollution getting in the water? How is 
the village making sure that good clean water remains 
affordable to residents? Public Comment There was 
public comment. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED to 
adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:29pm. 
Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle
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Stockbridge Township Wind Turbine FAQs page 1

Q: I have heard that the township has imposed a moratorium, what does that 
mean? The moratorium regarding wind turbines and solar facilities prohibits any entity 
from applying for or actively beginning any construction of any turbines, MET towers, large 
solar facilities, or any other large-scale structure that converts wind or sunlight into energy 
to be sold commercially. It does not stop Apex or any other company from researching or 
planning the possibility of a project in the area.

Q: How long is the moratorium good for? The moratorium was approved for the 
maximum allowed time of 18 months and will expire in February of 2023.

Q: What happens while the moratorium is in place? Although there is a suspension 
on permits that would be put before the planning commission, there is still a lot of activity 
happening behind the scenes. The planning commission and township boards have been 
taking the time to research turbines and their impact on communities. The boards have 
already attended several field trips to other townships that currently have active turbines 
similar to the project being proposed in Stockbridge. There are more activities in the works 
to be sure turbines are observed in all weather conditions and stages of construction. 

Board members have also had the opportunity to discuss how residents feel about 
the project both in Stockbridge and other townships that have active wind turbines. The 
moratorium also gives the board the time needed to write a proper ordinance on alternative 
energy. There is a survey in circulation to help the planning commission update the current 
master plan. This survey goes beyond the scope of alternative energy, and its role in the 
future of Stockbridge Township.

Q: I have input about wind energy or another township business; how can I be 
heard?

• You can attend a meeting; Stockbridge Township meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 
third Monday of the month at the Township Hall.

• You can write a letter; put your thoughts in writing and send them via mail or email or 
you can drop it off at the office.

COMMENT: I came to a meeting and spoke, but my questions were not answered.
Township meetings follow the Robert’s Rules of Order and the Michigan Open Meetings 

Act. The procedure allows for public comment where residents can express their views on 
a variety of topics related to the township. The procedure does not allow for interaction 
between the public and the board. All the board members are available by appointment to 
discuss any matter concerning township business.

Representatives from Stockbridge Township visited Wheatland Township, Mich., 
to observe a turbine farm and its substation in August. Photos provided by 
Stockbridge Township
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Brian Friddle

Hello Stockbridge Families,
Last month we shut down school for a day because we did not have 

enough staff to cover all of the positions in the district. This is the first time 
in my 28 years that I have experienced a shutdown in a district because we 
did not have enough staff to cover the needs of our programs.

The Stockbridge staff is doing a tremendous job of filling their roles and sliding into other roles 
and vacancies as needed. In mid-November, on a daily basis the administrative team was monitoring 
our staffing very closely to see if we would have enough staff available to hold classes in person. 
Although COVID isolation and quarantine are a large part of the issue, the staffing shortage was not 
just COVID related. When you add COVID onto other obstacles, such as having unfilled positions, 
non-COVID illness, caring for others who are sick, loss in the family, doctors’ appointments and so 
on, it becomes very challenging to have enough staff to get the job done.

I am so happy that we are not bouncing back and forth between face-to-face and virtual 
instruction this year. We did learn a tremendous amount last year from our virtual instruction 
experience that has made us better students and educators. We just don’t believe that virtual 
instruction is the best way for most students to learn. Seeing students learning in the classrooms, 
at recess, competing in athletics and performing in fine arts makes me thankful for face-to-face 
instruction. I know that everything is not as we would like it yet, but we are getting there. Your 
child’s safety is our No.1 priority, but our mission is to provide them with a great education and that 
is what we work to do every day. That is why we have put an emphasis on face-to-face instruction.

Thank you for your continued support as we navigate this difficult year. After we closed because 
of staffing, we had a few people express interest in working in the district and they have since 
joined the team. We still have multiple openings for food service, custodial, paraprofessionals and 
substitute teachers. Please call your child’s building administrator if you are interested in working in 
the district. We would love to talk with you about which position may be a good fit for you. We will 
provide training if it is needed to help you transition into the role.

Happy Holidays! Go Panthers!
Brian Friddle
Superintendent of Schools

Stockbridge schools dealing 
with lower staff numbers

From the superintendent's desk 

Rabbit Moon by Jean Kim Inspired by a Korean folk tale, 
Rabbit Moon considers the possibility of what the rabbit in the 
moon does when he is not busy making wishes come true. Soft 
colors, imaginative illustrations, and a simple-yet-charming 
rhyme scheme build upon the folk tale aesthetic. Young readers 
will appreciate Rabbit’s adventures as he searches for friends to 
help achieve his own dreams, too.

Shuyler Clark is a graduate of Stockbridge High School and 
Lansing Community College. When she is not reading or writing, 
she can be found snuggling with her birds.

Source: “How Reading Aloud to Animals Can Boost Kids’ 
Literacy Skills,” Jodie Rodriguez. www.scholastic.com. 
December 14, 2017.

Reading between the Lines page 3
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM
The holiday season is upon us and many pet parents love to include their furry companions 

in the festivities. It is important to keep your pets' eating and activity as close to their normal 
routine as possible. Also, be sure to steer pets clear of unhealthy treats, toxic plants and dangerous 
decorations.

Securely anchor your Christmas tree so that it cannot tip over and cause injury to your pets. 

Keep a watchful eye on pets to keep them safe and 
comfortable during the holiday season 

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

This also will prevent tree water that may contain chemicals from spilling. Stagnant tree water is a breeding ground for 
bacteria and if swallowed, your pet may end up with nausea or diarrhea. Mistletoe can cause gastrointestinal upset and 

Photo by Jeffrey Buchbinder via unsplash.com

cardiovascular problems, while holly can cause nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Lilies cause kidney failure in cats when ingested.
Tinsel is loved by kitties as it is sparkly, easy to bat around and can be carried around in their mouth. Unfortunately, a nibble can lead to ingestion and that quickly can 

turn into intestinal obstruction, severe vomiting, dehydration and surgery.
Candles should never be left burning unattended as pets may burn themselves or cause a fire if they were to accidentally knock the candle over. Keeping wires, 

batteries, glass and plastic ornaments out of paws' reach is always a good idea as breakable ornaments can cause wounds in the pet's mouth or digestive tract. A wire can 
deliver a potentially lethal shock of electricity and a punctured battery can cause burns to the inside of the mouth and esophagus.

Make sure to keep your pets away from the table and unattended plates of food and be sure to secure lids on garbage cans. Fatty, spicy and sweet foods should not 
be fed to your pets, along with bones. Alcoholic beverages also can cause your pet to become weak, ill and in possible respiratory distress. Your pets can join in on 
festivities in other fun ways that won't lead to costly medical bills.

If your animal-loving guests would like to give your pets a little extra attention and exercise while you're busy tending to the party, they can always engage your pet in 
a play session or massage. For pets that may be more nervous with a household full of people, give them a quiet space to retreat to, complete with fresh water and a place 
to snuggle. Shy dogs and cats may prefer to hide out under furniture or in another area of the home away from all the activity.

For more help during the holidays and info on how to keep pets safe, please feel free to contact us at Lakelands Trail Veterinary Clinic, 4525 Michigan 52, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285; or call 517-655-5551.

Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. 

“Mike had been wanting to buy a convenience store. We talked 
with people in the area who mentioned the need for somewhere 
close where they could pick up groceries. Plus, I grew up in a small 
town, so the small-town feel appealed to me,” Tina explained.

Since becoming the new owners and renaming the store to 
Mike and Tina’s Party Store (their sign is on order), the couple has 
made some notable improvements to the inside and outside of the 
premises. The new lighting, tile, woodwork, and overall cleanliness 
inside make it a pleasure to shop for beverages, snacks, and more. 

Walking in, shoppers are greeted pleasantly by Mike 
DePugh—a friendly, soft-spoken proprietor who enjoys talking 
about the changes they’ve made and are continuing to make.

Mike and Tina’s offers pizza from nearby Big Chuck’s, 
delivered fresh at 11 a.m., Monday through Friday, and is 
considering extending that through the weekend. Along with many 
of the usual convenience store grocery items, they also sell deli 
sandwiches, soup, and hand-dipped and novelty ice cream.

“We’re working on expanding our hunting and fishing sections 

Mike and Tina's page 1

Mike and Tina’s, formerly Columbo’s Party Store, awaits its 
new outdoor sign at 13100 Territorial Road, Stockbridge. 
Photo credit Mary Jo David
as well as our craft beer and Michigan wine selections,” Mike said, as he pointed out those sections of the store. Tina explained that the couple is also hoping to feature 
more local farm and artisan offerings in the store and encourages anyone interested to talk to her or Mike.

Previously, Mike had made his living as a DJ, “But I figured I couldn’t do that forever,” he explained with a grin. He was also a partner in a Toarmina’s pizza shop 
before turning his attention to the convenience store business. 

Tina, who had previously worked managing holistic expo events, now focuses on the store’s paperwork, new ideas, some of the inside store improvements, and filling 
in for Mike. As a full-time mom who home-schools the couple’s two young daughters, she has a full plate.

The DePughs kicked off a soft opening of the store on Sept. 17. Business began trickling in and eventually grew, and by October they were fully operational with 
regular hours. 

“Business is picking up,” Mike noted “Every day I meet new customers. Everyone has been very receptive to the store opening, and now we’re proud to say some of 
our customers have turned into daily regulars.”

Hours are expected to vary between summer and winter; currently the store is open Mondays through Fridays 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
Sundays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The store’s phone number is 517-985-6044.
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They say they found an old hut with a big black pot in it…but for cooking or boiling what? Or 
WHO? Others have come forth, saying they found the old hermit's hut...there were usually signs of 
occupancy but this mysterious person always seemed to elude all who searched for him. Those who 
claimed to have seen him say it's only a fleeting glimpse, but never face-to-face.

As far as this seemingly crazy woman (lovingly referred to as "The Screaming Bitch") who 
terrorized people on the west side of Worden Road, she is known for screaming maniacally at 
various places within the woods, most of the time by or across McIntyre Lake.

Many years ago, a teenage couple from Stockbridge were parked in the woods making out one 
night (between 11pm-Midnight). They happened to look up and see a shadowy figure looking into 
the car window and insanely screaming as she slinked away, disappearing into the woodsy darkness. 
She continued to terrorize young lovers who drove back there to park. She has been heard — and 
even seen — but when searched for, findings come up blank...no shack, no hut, no cabin, no trace of 
this obviously insane woman.

Both the old hermit and insane woman have presumably passed away (after 60-70 years, you'd 
think so, right?), but the sightings and noises continued for awhile. Has anybody heard or seen 
anything recently? Or have the two entities given up and finally decided to disappear into the 
afterlife?

Just another couple of local urban legends or is there some fact to it? I figure all urban legends 
have to start with something factual…but what is it? Ask someone from Stockbridge who lived there 
in the 1950's, 1960s and 1970s and they'll verify the legend.

Unfortunately, you may not be able to get into either of these woods anymore…I don’t know, I 
haven’t been there in years…but ya never know. There used to be a small dirt road that went back 
to the lake which has since been blocked off so teenagers could no longer drive back there to neck. 
I went back to the west woods many times as a kid and actually saw a noose hanging from one of 
the trees on the west side of the road, back near the woods. If you decide to visit and explore for 
yourself, there may be new houses that have cropped up — so be respectful if there are.

Reprinted from 99wfmk.com with permission.

Stockbridge Hermit page 10
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Published in Uncaged, October 2021 

Chicken watch: Hatch day
Maggie Maxwell. Uncaged Reporter
Which came first, the chicken or the egg? The box, in this case! In Timothy Salow’s agriculture class, some new classmates have 

joined, and they’re not like the others. Twenty-five baby chickens have been introduced to the class to be studied this semester.
Through Future Farmers of America (FFA) and Townline Hatcheries, these chickens were brought to Stockbridge along with 

hundreds of other agriculture classes across the country. This breed, called a Ross 708, are meat birds designed specifically for 
learning opportunities for students in agriculture classes and similar classes, as well as competition.

“We will raise them for about 7 weeks, get them plumped up and then take them to competition in November,” Kalysta Connolly, 
a student in the class, said.

“Chickens are a very short project, so it’s easy to do in school,” Salow said. “They’re about a 7 week turnaround.”
The chickens, which will be staying at the student’s houses for routine care, will be the biggest project of this semester. Students 

will learn about how to care for poultry, monitoring their growth and development, and learning about their anatomy and physiology.
“They provide us with all of the biological functions to have, so they have circulatory, respiration, nervous system, disease, care, 

nutrition, and handling,” Salow said.
Chickens, given that they grow quickly, should be fully grown by the time the semester ends. This experience 

allows students to study the entire growth cycle of the chickens.
Uncaged will be reporting more on this story as they begin to fly the coop.

Photo credit Kalysta Connolly

INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
December 1, 1921 edition:
• Back-to-Home Movement: Someone should start a “back-to-the-home movement” for married women who toil unnecessarily in the business world, according to 
Mrs. Julia E. Wheelock, commander of the Barbara Frietchie post of the American Legion in New York City … Mrs. Wheelock believes that “working wives make lazy 
husbands.” 
• Unemployed ex-service men sleeping in Bryant Park in NY were awakened one recent midnight by the sound of a bugle mess call. Seven hundred of the unfortunate 
men lined up for “chow.” A committee representing the George Dahlbender Post of the American Legion led the men to a restaurant where each was fed at the expense of 
the Legion post.

This article is being published as-is from the original, which was published in the October 2021 edition of Uncaged, the student-run independent 
student news of Stockbridge High School. For more information about Stockbridge’s award-winning student newspaper, go to https://uncagednews.com

Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. https://www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef/

Rearview Mirror page 10

• Both the senate and the house, at Washington, have voted against medicinal beer, 
and the bill has been laid before the President for his signature.
December 8, 1921 edition:
• Million Wed in America in 1921: Washington—More than 1,000,000 marriages 
will be the record of 1921 in the United States, establishing a new high mark, 
according to indications in reports received by government bureaus. … A world-
wide shortage of marriageable men is assigned as the cause of the increase in 
the marriage rate in England and some other countries. … The larger number of 
marriageable women than men is the explanation given for the daring modes in 
dress of the present…
• Plainfield: Something like 2000 Xmas trees are being taken from the Braley 
Swamp this year.
December 15, 1921 edition:
• Gaylord & Ostrander Ads: At this season of the year there is always repairing to 
do about the barns, an extra HAMMER would not come amiss—No more practical 
gift could be bought. Look our line over. … Just now is the season to swing the 
AXE, wood must be cut and it is much easier to do it now before the snow is too 
deep. … Pyrex—the Transparent Oven Ware. This is the gift that bears out our 
statement “Gifts that brighten up the home.”
December 29, 1921 edition:
• Ex-service men of the World War who want to be first, second or third class U.S. 
postmasters are to be given a five per cent advance on their civil service ratings 
and credit for time spent in service. President Harding’s executive order putting the 
provision into effect was recently promulgated at the insistence of the American 
Legion. 
• Woman Justice to Kiss Bridegrooms: Atlantic City, NJ—Mrs. Cecelia 
Champion of Somers Point, newly elected a justice of the peace, announces she 
will go the marrying parsons one better. Where the parsons have made it a point to 
kiss the bride, Mrs. Champion says she will kiss the bridegroom. Mrs. Champion is 
considered handsome and is almost thirty years old.
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Looking for a way to celebrate a 
simpler, old-fashioned Christmas? 

Consider visiting the Waterloo 
Farm Museum to experience its 26th 
Annual Christmas on the Farm, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4 and 
Sunday, Dec. 5. Tour the 1880s Realy 
farmhouse decorated for the holidays. 
Enjoy drinks and baked goods at 
the bake house. Listen to musicians, 
carolers and storytellers on site.

At the same time, visit the 
Christmas Market to purchase 
any needed last-minute Christmas 
gifts. Wool socks, candles, crafted 
ornaments, quilts, pinafores, aprons, 
pottery, goat milk soaps, lip and hand 
balms, and wooden toys are available 
to name just a few. Wreaths and 
holiday decor are for sale and can 
provide the finishing touches on your 
seasonal decorating. Many gifts are 
locally sourced from Waterloo-area 
artisans and vendors.

It's Christmastime, and whatever 
your traditions, old or new, take time 
to enjoy them during this special time 
of year.

Sources: History.com and local 
archives.

Christmas Past and Present page 3

Learn about Christmas of Yesteryear at the 26th Annual Christmas on 
the Farm. Dec 4 and Dec. 5. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Photo from Volunteers of 
Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Facebook page
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St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea gets $1.125M for Behavioral Health Services
Information from St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea has received a $625,000 Mental Health Awareness and Training (MHAT) grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration and a $500,000 gift from local resident and former patient Scott Baird and his wife Janice. 
The combined $1.125 million in additional funding will support the expansion of the Behavioral Health Services offered by the hospital to residents of Chelsea 

and surrounding communities, including Stockbridge, Dexter, Manchester and Grass Lake. In particular, the MHAT grant will provide mental health training to more 

How many memories can a Christmas tree hold?

It takes a special tree to 
hold all the memories 
represented by these 
Christmas ornaments. 
Photo credit Mary Jo David

by Mary Jo David 
White trees and flocked trees are in vogue this Christmas, with splashy tinsel and baubles in a single hue or bulbs and ribbon in a simple duet of colors. 

Google it and you’ll find Christmas 2021 has official color themes. The one I found listed “joyful brights” as this season’s theme, which begs the question: 
When shouldn’t Christmas décor be joyful and bright?

Anytime I visit a home that boasts coordinated tree trimming, I’m so impressed by the owner’s creativity and planning. However, a little part of me is sad 
for the older decorations—the ones that don’t fit the theme. If you think the Island of Misfit Toys is sad, imagine being an ornament stuck in an old storage 
box and tucked away in a closet on that island. 

This might explain why I go the extra mile to make room for as many of our ornaments as our tree can hold, from old to new. (And no 2021 tree is 
complete without a Santa or Rudolph masked against COVID!).

At our house, tree decorating is a time for reminiscing and getting the kids and their families back home for the day. Although she’s no longer with us, 
there’s still a special spot on the couch reserved for “Ma” Hicks, the official ornament unwrapper. 

Each year, I look forward to the fond memories our ornaments evoke—another reason I can’t consider a themed tree. All are special, but some are 
treasures: 

• The bulb we simply refer to as “the war bulb” hails back to WWII, when metal was in short supply and companies improvised by creating glass 
ornaments with cardboard caps instead of metal.

• Ornaments distributed in exchange for sponsoring pagan babies (or maybe Advent collection cards?) in Catholic school back in the 1960s.
• A needlepoint depiction of “the little red house” my best friend and I rented many moons ago. The house was like no other, and my sister-in-law’s 

handiwork prompts warm recollections of time spent there.
• The first ornament our daughter made, a now-faded, homespun, paper chain, was a not-so-creative craft I devised for her first play date with a 

kindergarten friend.
• Baby’s-first ornaments, kids’ handcrafted decorations, and new-home trinkets we’ve been gifted with over the years.
• Special ornaments from siblings near and far, especially a few from my dear, departed sister who always found perfect gifts for acknowledging my 

family’s diversity.
I must stop myself before I list every ornament on our tree. How can I possibly send any of them off to a closet on the Island of Misfit Toys? 

So I have a plan. Beginning this year, the grandkids will get their pick of an ornament from our tree and the story that accompanies each. But please don’t think less of me for putting 
the really special ones near the top of the tree—out of their reach until they’re old enough to appreciate them!

than 2,500 members of the community over the next five years. St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea's Community Health Improvement team and SRSLY coalitions will utilize the MHAT grant to 
develop and implement evidence-based mental health awareness training.
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Obituaries

Gary Lee Cornish
Jan. 11, 1941 to Nov. 2, 2021

Gary Lee Cornish, age 80, of Stockbridge, MI, passed 
away on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at his home. He 
was born January 11, 1941 in Jackson, Michigan the son 
of Estel and Janice (Lake) Cornish. Gary had lived in 
the Stockbridge area all of his life. He proudly served 
in the US Army in the 1960’s, and he was co-owner of 
Stockbridge Manufacturing. He also was a Real Estate 
Agent for Coldwell Banker.

Gary loved cooking, hunting, fishing, bowling, and 
gardening. He loved all sports, playing cards with his 
friends, traveling to Florida for the winter, and spending 
time at Thousand Island Lake.

On June 30, 2000, he married Nancy A. “Deb” 

Gary Lee Cornish

Duane Walz
Dec. 7, 1936 to Oct. 21, 2021

Duane Walz, formerly of Waterloo Township, 
Michigan, entered into Heaven on Thursday October 
21, 2021. He was born to Harold and Florence (Pickett) 
Walz in Rowe Memorial Hospital in Stockbridge, 
Michigan, on December 7, 1936. He left behind those 
whom he dearly loved including his wife of nearly 66 
years, Mary Ann; his 7 children: Chuck (Cindy), Mike, 
Doug (Theresa), Wendy, Denny (Erin), Rusty (Sarah), 
and Amy. His grandchildren were another of his earthly 
treasures: Brian, Kristy, Kayla, Johnathon, Amanda 
(Chris), Justin (Reaghan), Amber, and Matthew; step-
grandchildren Shawn (Brittany), Samantha (Jared), and 
Darby (Tyler); 12 great-grandchildren; and sister Janice. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and his grandson, Jacob.
Duane graduated from Stockbridge High School in 1954. His education 

continued at Jackson Community College. To provide for his family, Duane was 
a farmer. In addition, he worked at Chelsea Milling Company for 18 years, served 
his community as Waterloo Township Supervisor, served on the board at Michigan 
Townships Association, Jackson County Library Board, and Jackson County Parks 
Board. He was a member of the former Waterloo First United Methodist Church. 

Duane was known for his hard work ethic, his sharp memory, his never-ending 
abundance of “dad jokes”, and, most of all, the love he gave to his family which 
will be missed greatly. His final wishes were to have a simple farewell with his 
family present, and the family will honor those wishes with a private service of 
interment at the Munith Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of flowers, he wished that 
gifts would be made in his memory to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or 
Rives Junction Youth Haven Ranch.

Duane Walz

Hatch, and she survives. Also surviving are three children, Lisa Cornish of 
Parma, Gary Cornish II of Ohio, and Ryan Cornish of Stockbridge; step-children, 
Mark Supinsky of Arizona, and Angela (Ken) Mozinga of North Carolina; six 
grandchildren and four step-grandchildren: Luke, Angela, Derek, Ciara, Ashley, 
Kelsey, Chase, Bobby Joe, Michelle, and Danielle; two great-grandchildren, Kya 
and Landen, and 13 step-great-grandchildren; nephew, Larry Cornish, and nieces, 
Cyndi Kuhn and Renee Basore. He was preceded in death by his brother, Larry 
Cornish, and grandson, Kyle McCulloch.

A gathering of Friends and Family was held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home from 10:00-11:00 a.m., followed by a 
Graveside Service at Oaklawn Cemetery, Stockbridge. Those wishing to make 
a contribution in Gary’s memory may do so to the Stockbridge Area Emergency 
Services Authority (SAESA) or the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post #510.

Jeffrey Thomas Hamlin
April 1, 1974 to Nov. 10, 2021

Jeffrey Thomas Hamlin, age 47, of Stockbridge, 
MI, passed away at his home on Wednesday, 
November 10, 2021. He was born April 1, 1974 in 
Jackson, MI, the son of Tommy Lee and Evelyn 
J. (Hoffman) Hamlin. Jeffrey had lived in the 
Stockbridge area his entire life, graduating from 
Stockbridge High School in 1993. He enjoyed 
spending time out of doors, especially hunting and 
running the roads. He was a great story teller, and 
he enjoyed spending time with friends and family.

On October 9, 1999, he married Laura Beth 
(Connolly), and she survives. Also surviving are his mother, Eveyln Hamlin 
of Gregory, mother-in-law, Donna (Thomas) Sussex of DesMoines, IA, and 
siblings, Michael Hamlin, Craig Hamlin, and Ryan Hamlin, all of Gregory; 
sister-in-law, Jill Connolly of Chicago, IL; a niece, Marissa, and nephew, 
Calvin; 13 godchildren, as well as many close friends who became family, 
as well as many aunts, uncles, and cousins. He was preceded in death by his 
father, Tommy Lee Hamlin, his grandparents, William and Cora Hoffman, 
and Troy and Opal Hamlin Myer, uncles, Robert Hoffman and Jack Hamlin, 
and aunt, Karen Osborne.

Funeral services were held on Sunday, November 14, 2021, 2:00 p.m., 
from the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge. Burial followed 
at Plainfield Cemetery. The family received friends at the funeral home 
on Saturday, November 13, 2021 from 4:00-6:00 p.m., as well as Sunday 
from 1:00 p.m. until the time of service. Those wishing to make a memorial 
contribution may do so to the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 
#510.

Jeffrey Thomas Hamlin

Thomas Eugene Hicks
Dec. 19, 1962 to Nov. 8, 2021

Thomas Eugene Hicks, of Munith, Michigan, 
passed away on November 8, 2021. He was born on 
December 19, 1962 in Jackson, Michigan, the son 
of Buck and Rita (Schneider) Hicks. He had lived in 
the Munith area his entire life. He enjoyed fishing, 
hanging with his family, drinking coffee, and was 
always good with an argument.

He is survived by his sisters, Gail (James) Wright 
of Grass Lake, Tina (Patrick) Clifford of Petoskey, 
and brothers, Bill (Janet) Hicks of Munith, and 
Michael (Jessica) Hicks of Pleasant Lake, and many 

nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, and two 
nieces, Andrea Hicks and Jamie Hicks.

Funeral services were held on Monday, November 15, 2021, 1:00 p.m., 
at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge. Burial followed at 
Pleasant Grove Cemetery in Munith. The family received friends at the 
funeral home on Sunday, November 14, 2021 from 5-8 p.m., as well as 
Monday from 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Those wishing to make a memorial contribution may do so to the 
Pleasant Grove Cemetery Association.

Thomas Eugene Hicks
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Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Timothy Mark Erisman - died Oct. 24, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · Shawn Lawrence Parks - died Nov. 10, 2021 - Grass Lake
 · Edsel Carpenter - died Nov. 14, 2021 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Obituaries

James Leo Switzenberg, Sr.
Sept. 14, 1948 to Nov. 10, 2021

James Leo Switzenberg, Sr., age 73, of Stockbridge, 
Michigan, passed away on Wednesday, November 10, 
2021 at his home. He was born on September 14, 1948 
in Stockbridge, Michigan, the son of John K. and Mary 
K. (Walz) Switzenberg.

James had lived in the Stockbridge area his entire 
life. He attended the one-room school house on Stillson 
Road, and he graduated from Stockbridge High School 
in 1966. He lived on a Centennial Farm on Catholic 
Church Road that was built in the 1860’s. He was a 
graduate of Eastern Michigan University, and then he 
worked as a prison guard for the State of Michigan 
Department of Corrections, retiring after 26 ½ years. 

He also enjoyed reading and music. What he enjoyed 
the most was teaching something to somebody, especially music, mathematics, or 
history. He was married to Susan B. (Kennel) Switzenberg, and she preceded him 
in death in 2014.

James is survived by five children, James Switzenberg, Jr. of Georgia, Michael 
Switzenberg of Stockbridge, Dan (Amy) Switzenberg of Ohio, Ben (Stephanie) 
Switzenberg of Jackson, and Andy (Dayna) Switzenberg of Pinckney; twelve 
grandchildren, one sister, Carol (Mike) Vichinsky of Chelsea, and one brother, 
John Switzenberg of Georgia, and his mother, Mary K. Graham of Georgia, and 
several nieces and nephews. In addition to his wife, he was preceded in death by 
his father, John Switzenberg, and one brother, Donald Switzenberg.

All services will be private, and a private burial will take place at a later date. 
Those wishing to make a memorial contribution may do so to the Stockbridge 
Library.

Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, Michigan.

James Leo Switzenberg, Sr.

Richard "Dick" Mason
June 16, 1950 to Nov. 18, 2021

On November 18th, 2021, Richard “Dick” Mason, 
age 71, of Stockbridge, Michigan lost his short but hard 
fought battle with pancreatic cancer. He passed away at 
home, surrounded by family.

Dick was born June 16, 1950 to Richard and 
Christine (Brennan) Mason in Owosso, MI. The family 
lived in Garden City, MI and were avid hockey players 
and fans.

Richard worked as a journeyman carpenter and later 
as an EMT/Paramedic. In 1974, he worked in Flint 
as an EMT and then as a Paramedic from 75-76 with 
Horne Vincent Ambulance in Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, and 
Chelsea, where he met his future wife Cathleen (Cathie) 

Martin. They were married on September 9, 1977 at St. Patrick’s Church in 
Whitmore Lake, Michigan.

Together they founded Emergency Specialties Services (ESS) in Whitmore 
Lake. ESS specialized in medical coverage of Milan and Detroit Dragways, as 
well as equestrian events (Hunter/Jumper Circuit) at Stoney Ridge Farm and 
other farms throughout Michigan. The company grew to include transfers and 
emergency care in Whitmore Lake, Chelsea, Ypsilanti, and Ann Arbor areas. 
In December of 1981, ESS was a founding company/partner of Huron Valley 
Ambulance of Washtenaw County.

In 1983, Richard was a founding partner of Life Support Services. He loved 
to provide low-stress medical education and EMT/Paramedic classes to fellow 
healthcare providers. Dick was a dedicated Paramedic, and over the years he 
volunteered at South Lyon Ambulance and later Stockbridge Ambulance. He was 
employed at St. Onge Ambulance in Rochester and managed Leslie Ambulance.

Dick supported the Washtenaw County 4-H fair as well as Chelsea Community 
Fair. He enjoyed watching his children show and his yearly elephant ear. He also 
thoroughly enjoyed boating in his free time and traveling. He will be remembered 
as a wonderful husband, father, friend, mentor, and instructor. He was known 
and loved far and wide, and neither he nor his family could go anywhere without 
someone recognizing him.

Richard is survived by his wife, Cathie Mason, daughter, Channon Mason 
of Charlotte, son, Christopher (Rachel Weller) Mason of Jackson, brother, John 
(Gwen) Mason, and sister- in-law, Holly Hamilton. He was preceded in death by 
twin children, Robin and Rene, mother, Christine Prang, and brother-in-law, Lou 
Hamilton.

Our family would like to offer our deepest thanks and gratitude to the many 
friends and family that supported us during this difficult time, and to Arbor 
Hospice for their excellent care and support.

There will be a Celebration of Life scheduled in the spring of 2022, more 
information will be provided as it becomes available.

A GoFundMe has been started to assist with final expenses and to help fulfill 
Dick’s final wishes. https://gofund.me/5cc671f9.

RIP, we have the watch and your classes from here!

Richard “Dick” Mason
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Cross Country teams sweep GLAC 
titles; boys and girls go to State Finals

Brooklyn Rochow placed 56th at the 
D3 State Cross Country Finals at MIS. 
Photos provided by Keith Michaels

Panthers end football season with 
wins vs. St. Charles, Dansville

Zach Miller picks up some yards Oct. 18 during 
a home football game against St. Charles. 
Stockbridge won game 28-14. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge Boys and Girls Cross Country 

teams swept the GLAC conference titles Oct. 26 by 
taking first place in their respective races at Turkeyville.

Both squads took the top spot in all three GLAC 
jamborees this season to easily claim the titles.

The boys finished with 34 points to beat out Olivet 
with 40.

The Panthers were powered by the 2-4 finish of 
Dalton Satkowiak, Micah Bolton, and Collin Cook.

Satkowiak finished in 16:45.8, followed by Bolton 
in 16:55, and Cook in 17:01.18. Bolton’s time was a PR 
for the runner.

Olivet’s fourth runner came home 11th to make 
things close, but Ethan and Brendan Wright finished 
12th and 13th and Olivet’s final runner 16th to clinch 
the title for the Panthers. Ethan finished in 18:07.4 and 
Brendan in 18:32.6.

Ben Chapman was 17th in 19:12.6, Brandon Howlett 
23rd in 19:58.8, DJ Chapman 25th in 20:06 and Brady 
Cole 46th in 26:42.8.

The girls once again outdueled Leslie by beating the 
Blackhawks 42-45.

Rylee Tolson once again cruised to the GLAC title 
with a time of 18:36.6.

Brooklyn Rochow ran a strong race and finished 
third in 20:00.6, while freshman Anna Ransom 
continued to show a strong improvement with a 
seventh-place finish in 21:53.7.

Kaitelyn Walker was 11th in 22:14.2 and Eliana 
Johnson 23rd in 23:53.28. Sidney Gipe followed in 
28th with a time of 24:48.28, Andrea Borowy 32nd in 
26:26.5, Kalysta Connolly 36th in 28:15.5, and Alora 
Mullins 39th in 31:14.3.

The teams ran at the Division 3 Regional at Hudson 
Mills Metropark Saturday, Oct. 30, and the boys team 
qualified for the state finals with a second-place finish.

It was a hotly contested race with the top four teams 
within 15 points of each other. The Panthers finished 
with 84 points in the race that Ann Arbor Gabriel 
Richard won with 80. Erie Mason was third with 88, 
and Monroe St. Mary’s fourth with 95.

Bolton led Stockbridge with a fourth-place finish in 
17:14.5 and Satkowiak right behind in fifth in 17:24.6.

Cook was sixth in 17:29.9, Brendan Wright 32nd 
in 18:58.9, and Ethan Wright 38th in 19:07.9. Ben 
Chapman was 44th in 19:28.1 and Howlett 64th in 
20:44.4.

The girls saw Tolson and Rochow qualify for the 
state finals as individuals as the team just missed out 
with a fourth-place finish.

Tolson won the race with a time of 18:25.9 and Rochow was seventh in 21:07.4.
Ransom was 23rd in 22:16.4 and Walker 24th in 22:26.9. Borowy was 53rd in 25:47, 

Gipe 54th in 25:48.6, and Johnson 59th in 26:50.6.
The State Finals Nov. 6 at MIS saw the boys finish 13th out of 29 teams.
The Panthers finished with 346 points in the race won by St. Louis with 104.
Bolton led the team with a 38th-place finish in 17:08.24, while Cook was 45th in 

17:13.97. Satkowiak was 49th in 17:15.29 and Ethan Wright 170th in 18:32.14. Brendan 
Wright was 187th in 18:44.91, Ben Chapman 204th in 19:01.82, and Brandon Howlett 237th 
in 20:14.47.

The girls race saw Tolson earn All-State honors with a 13th-place finish in 18:50.04.
Rochow came home 56th in 20:12.28.

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge football 

team wrapped up its season by 
winning its final two games to 
finish the year with a 4-5 overall 
record.

The Panthers sent a large 
Homecoming crowd home 
happy after taking down St. 
Charles 28-14 Friday, Oct. 18.

Stockbridge used a fast start 
to take an early lead.

The Panthers recovered an 
onside kick on the opening 
kickoff and just a couple of 
plays later Riley Kennedy ran 

one in from 14 yards out for a score. The two-point conversion failed, and the 
Panthers led 6-0.

The next series saw the St. Charles quarterback lose his grip on the snap and the 
fumble was recovered by Jaidehn Conant to give the Panthers great field position.

Stockbridge would capitalize when Kevin Killinger rambled in from 11 yards 
out. Drew Robinson ran in the two-point conversion to give Stockbridge a 14-0 
lead.

The Panthers would force a punt and drive down inside the 10-yard line, but a 
penalty and a run for a loss forced a turnover on downs by Stockbridge.

St. Charles would rally in the second with a pair of scores to tie the game at 14, 
but on the final play of the half Kennedy hit Jeremy Pilch with a 5-yard TD pass. 
Zach Miller ran in a reverse for the two points to give Stockbridge a 22-14 lead.

The third quarter saw the Panthers drive deep into St. Charles territory twice but 
they could not convert either time to keep it 22-14 after three.

Kennedy and Robinson would pick off St. Charles passes to keep the Panthers 
in the lead in the second half.

Stockbridge would seal the win when Kennedy busted through for a 34-yard TD 
run to make it 28-14 and that would be the final.

Kennedy had a huge night with 160 yards rushing in 17 carries and two scores. 
He also was 1-5 passing for 5 yards and the big touchdown to Pilch to end the half.

Pilch caught the one pass for a score and rushed for 60 yards on four carries. 
Killinger rushed for 79 yards and a score, while Robinson added 28 yards rushing 
and a two-point run.

The Panthers defense had its best game in recent memory as the Panthers held 
St. Charles to just 66 total yards and forced three turnovers. Pilch led the defense 
with five tackles, one sack and three tackles for loss. Miller recorded seven tackles 
and Matthew Redford six.

Stockbridge rushed for 350 yards on the ground and passed for just the 5 yards.
The Panthers closed out the 2021 season by rallying for two fourth-quarter 

touchdowns and defeating the visiting Dansville Aggies 20-14 Friday, Oct. 22.
The win on Senior Night lifted the Panthers to a final overall record of 4-5 on 

the season and played spoiler to any playoff chances that Dansville had in making 
the Division 8 playoffs. The four wins is the most for the Panthers since 2016 when 
the team finished 5-5 overall.

Dansville took an early 7-0 lead with a TD pass in the first quarter.
The Panthers answered with a 23-yard scoring pass from Drew Philipp to 

Jeremy Pilch to cut the lead to 7-6 at the half.
The Aggies would score on a touchdown run in the third quarter to extend the 

lead to 14-6 and set up the exciting fourth quarter.
See Football on page 23.

Micah Bolton led the Panthers with 
a 38th-place finish Nov. 6 at the D3 
Cross Country State Finals at MIS. 

Rylee Tolson earned D3 All-State 
honors Nov. 6 with an 11th-place 
finish at the Cross Country State 
Finals. 
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Taylor Lockhart with a big kill against Maple 
Valley during the season-ending GLAC volleyball 
tournament. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Panthers Volleyball finishes fifth in GLAC
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball team went 2-1 at the 

GLAC season-ending tournament and finished fifth 
overall in the final standings.

The Panthers avenged an early season five-set loss 
to Leslie by beating the Blackhawks 25-23, 25-15. 
They defeated Maple Valley in straight sets 25-14, 25-
12 and fell to Perry in two sets 11-25, 16-25.

Stockbridge finished with a 3-9 overall record in 
the GLAC.

Maggie Jones had a big day with 25 points, 18 digs, 
and five aces to lead the Panthers.

Maddie Dalton finished with 16 assists and 16 
points, while Taylor Lockhart chipped in with 15 
points and three aces. Gracee Robidou added 15 digs 
and Alaina Kellenberger nine kills.

The Panthers had a rough night by dropping a 
three-set match to Perry 23-25, 17-25, 25-27 earlier in 

the week.
The Panthers battled hard in the first set, but costly service errors helped the Ramblers pull out the set. 

Stockbridge missed hitting their final four serves of the set to give the Ramblers their final four points to pull 
out the set 23-25

Perry carried the momentum into the second set, taking a 13-3 lead before the Panthers would rally. 
Stockbridge tried to battle back and got within 22-17, but the Ramblers would close out the set 25-17 to take a 
2-0 lead.

Stockbridge took control early in the fourth set as they looked to battle back, but Perry would rally and 
take a 24-22 lead. The Panthers saved a pair of match points with Megan Mackinder scoring on three straight 
serves to take a 25-24 lead. Perry saved a set point and scored the final two points to pull out the 27-25 set win 
and clinch the match 3-0.

Maggie Jones had a big night with 15 digs and nine kills, while Grace Burg had 19 service points and five 
assists. Taylor Lockhart chipped in with seven kills and seven points, Maddie Dalton had 17 assists and seven 
points, and Gracee Robidou 21 digs.

Dansville drove to the Panthers 12-yard line but was called for a 15-
yard chop blocking penalty to move the ball back. Eddie Gruber broke 
up a reverse and made a tackle for an 8-yard loss to make it second and 
28.

The Panthers forced a punt and took over at their own 20 with just 
over 10 minutes to play.

Stockbridge began to drive but faced a second and 18 when 
Dansville committed a face mask penalty. Two plays later Philipp hit 
Riley Kennedy with a 10-yard touchdown pass to cut the lead to 14-12 
with 5:40 left in the fourth.

The Panther defense would hold and force another Aggie punt and 
takeover at their own 20 with 2:58 to play.

After two incomplete passes, Philipp hit Kennedy with a screen pass, 
and he broke free for 60 yards to the Aggie 20.

On third and 1, Philipp dropped back to pass and eluded the rush and 
rolled right and hit Kennedy with an 11-yard scoring pass with 1:13 left. 
Philipp passed to Zach Miller for the two-point conversion to make it 
20-14.

Dansville was called for unsportsmanlike conduct after the 
touchdown so the Panthers kicked from the 45 and the Aggies would 
take over at their own 20.

The Aggies would drive to the Panthers 32, but a desperation pass 
was intercepted by the Panthers' Daniel Mahler to seal the win for the 
Panthers.

Philipp returned to action after missing five games because of injury 
and finished 10-15 passing for 171 yards and three touchdowns.

Kennedy had another huge game for the Panthers with 124 yards 
rushing on 13 carries and caught four passes for 87 yards and two 
touchdowns. Pilch caught five passes for 71 yards and one score and 
rushed for 32 yards on four carries.

Pilch and Drew Robinson led the defense with six tackles each, 
while Kennedy had five and Dom Hamlett four. Robinson added an 
interception for the Panther defense.
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