
Day care children choose to pay it forward
by Judy Williams
What to do with the $25 prize money 

from the snow creature contest? This was the 
dilemma faced by five day care kids. Sarah 
Williams, day care owner, suggested several 
options to the young contest winners. Should 
we split the money five ways? Buy some 
more toys and supplies for the day care? Pay 
it forward? 

Paying it forward required extensive 
explanation.

“April is child abuse prevention month,” 
Williams stated. “The money could be 
donated to a local group that helps less 
fortunate children.” Williams explained the 
options to 6-year-old Emma, leader of the 
group of younger children, and 4-year-old 
Jackson, the second in command in the day 

Showing off their badges. Back row: Chief Johnnie 
Torres and helper Fran. Middle row: Emmerson, 
Jackson, Emma and Madison. Front row: Liam and 
Maddy. Photo provided by Judy Williams

Local insurance agent 
recognized nationwide

Information adapted 
from Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
news release 

Jon Fillmore, of Abbott 
& Fillmore Agency, is 
taking his place as a member 
of the 2021 Marketplace 
Circle of Champions. This 
achievement, from the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS), 
highlights Fillmore’s 
success in helping 
consumers enroll in and 
manage qualified health plan 

coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace. 
See Fillmore on page 5.

5 Healthy Towns launches national 
search for new leadership

Information adapted from 5HF news 
release

 On March 30, 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation (5HF) announced a national 
search for its next chief executive officer to 
succeed retiring CEO, Amy Heydlauff. 

 "If you believe in the idea of prevention, 

care hierarchy. 
“Shop with a Cop would be an excellent way to help kids in the community,” Williams 

mentioned to her young charges. The gang of 1- to 6-year-olds enthusiastically agreed. The 
Stockbridge police chief should be contacted and the money donated to Shop with a Cop. 
The children’s one disappointment was not being able to take the less fortunate kids shopping 
themselves. 

See Day Care on page 5.

this is a perfect position," Ruth VanBogelen, chair of the search 
committee, said.

 5HF is seeking a leader with energy, imagination, and 
operational experience. The new CEO will oversee the 
implementation of the strategic direction set by the board of 
directors, the ongoing operation of 5HF's wellness centers and 
foundation, and the continued development of relationships with 
partners and the community. 

 "Because the organization is relatively young, just 12 
years old, the future is full of opportunity for the right person," 
VanBogelen said. "We're looking for a visionary with a track 
record of bringing together partners to create innovative 
initiatives that drive lasting community change." 

 5HF is a community-wellness foundation that serves the 
Michigan school districts of Stockbridge, Chelsea, Dexter, Grass 
Lake and Manchester with a mission to cultivate personal and 
community wellness. They envision a region where residents 
eat better, move more, connect with others in healthy ways, and 
avoid unhealthy substances. 

 See CEO on page 5.

2021 Marketplace Circle of 
Champions member, Jon Fillmore. 
Photo source trustedchoice.com. 

Eaton Community Bank announces closure of 
Gregory Branch in July

Information adapted from Eaton Community Bank 
news release with additions by Judy Brune

Effective July 30, 2021, the Gregory Branch of Eaton 
Community Bank will be closing. 

Assuring bank customers that “our commitment to 
serving your financial needs have not changed,” President 
Timothy Jewell said shifts in banking service patterns, 
including electronic options such as ATMs, direct deposit, 
and online banking, has greatly reduced in-branch traffic. 
The trend has been accelerated by the current pandemic.

While customer use of bank branches has declined, the 
cost to operate branches has not. Jewell added it was “no 
longer financially viable to operate two full-service branches 
only 6 miles apart in Gregory and Stockbridge.”

Reflecting on the history of the Gregory bank, lifelong 
resident and local business owner Rod Munsell shared, 
“It was my grandfather, Paul Dancer and my uncle, John 
Dancer, that built the Gregory Bank at its present location.” 
With a smile, Munsell added, “I used to enjoy depositing my 
business checks and being asked by new employees over the 

Eaton Community Bank announced the 
closure of its Gregory Branch effective July 
30, 2021. Image from Eaton Community website
years if I had an account there!”

Gregory business owner Gordie Kunzelman expressed what many are feeling when he responded, “It will 
be a sad late summer with the closing of a community bank.” From his perspective, the closing is a “poor 
decision” and added, “Banking has changed so much in our lifetime, it's hard for some of us to keep up.”

Once the Gregory bank closes, current staff members will relocate to the Stockbridge Branch. 
See Eaton on page 11.
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‘Finding Tyler’—film about life as a fugitive, with ties to 
Stockbridge—accepted to premiere at RiverRun International 
Film Festival 

“Finding Tyler” competed against more than 1,500 film entries from 
around the world to be among the 134 films accepted to compete in this 
year’s RiverRun International Film Festival.

by Mary Jo David
On May 11, 2021, "Finding 

Tyler: A Journey with an 
Unpredictable Past" will 
premiere among the 134 films 
from 24 countries in this 
year’s RiverRun International 
Film Festival. The 20-minute 
submission, directed by 
Chris Brannan and Diana 
Reichenbach, both on faculty 
at the Savannah College of 
Art and Design in Georgia, 
evolved from a full-length 

documentary produced in 2019. 
"Finding Tyler" focuses on Tyler Johnson, the deceased son of 

Stockbridge native and award-winning author Patrice Johnson and her 
husband, local housing renovator Jim Johnson. 

The short documentary was one of more than 1,500 films that vied for 
a slot in this year’s festival. The RiverRun Festival, based in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, is an Academy Award qualifying festival in the 
Documentary Short and Animated Short categories. 

An accomplished quantum physicist who earned the Presidential 
Merit Scholarship from his dream school, the California Institute of 
Technology—or Caltech as most refer to it, Tyler graduated with a 
bachelor of science degree and set off to teach at the University of New 
Mexico and earn his Ph.D. As it happened, one ill-advised incident over 
a celebratory weekend back in Pasadena cut short a brilliant career and 
resulted in this promising physicist instead being labeled an alleged eco-
terrorist. 

As a result, in his early 20s, Tyler fled the U.S. and, 
after time spent in Amsterdam, Paris, and Marseilles, 
lived out the rest of his days as a fugitive on the island of 
Corsica off the coast of France. 

Far away from family and friends, save for his 

The "Finding Tyler" 
documentary includes 
some of Tyler's journal 
entries referenced in 
Patrice Johnson's book 
about her son's life as 
a fugitive. Johnson is 
currently authoring a 
stand-alone sequel. Photo 
from SCN archives

longtime romantic partner, Yuki, who accompanied Tyler on this journey, the film 
concentrates on Tyler’s time in Corsica. Although only 20 minutes long, the short 
documentary brings Tyler to life through old family photos, personal journal entries 
that chronicled his time on Corsica, and many firsthand accounts from those who 
knew him best in France. 

"Finding Tyler" also describes some of what his family was going through 
back home, wondering and worrying about Tyler, dealing with their feelings of 
anxiety, terror, helplessness and desperation. “He didn’t dare write regularly,” 
explains Patrice in the documentary, “But he did write once a year—usually after 
Christmas—but we still didn’t know where he was, and he couldn’t let us know.” 

Tyler’s own time-lapse footage, which was reclaimed from his camera after 
friends sent it to his parents, is featured in parts of the film. It is at once both 
stunning and breathtaking. Viewers can imagine the time he spent scaling mountain 
peaks, with his head literally in the clouds. They might even begin to think his new, 
exciting life made up for the years he spent away from family and his old life. But 
entries in his personal journals his parents discovered on their trip to Corsica after 
Tyler’s body was recovered from the base of a mountain avalanche reinforce that 
life was not easy for this fugitive. In fact, Tyler’s heart was still deeply grounded in 
his old life and with his family almost 5,000 miles away. 

I’ve been confined in this island for longer than I care to remember… 
Still trapped today, longing for my country, for my family, and all left behind. I 

no longer recognize my voice in my maternal language… 
I want Math, I want to see my friends and family again, and I want to sail into 

atolls and uninhabited islands to watch the sunset and to hear the waves.
(Source: Journal entries from the "The Fall and Rise of Tyler Johnson" and referenced in the 

"Finding Tyler" documentary.)
See 'Finding Tyler' on page 5. 
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Faces of Mental Wellness Part 1: There is mental wellness 
within mental illness

James Clark-Swalla, 
freelance photographer at 
DigitaCrumbs Photography 
and contributing writer for 
Stockbridge Community 
News.

Tina Cole-Mullins, 
freelance journalist and 
contributing writer for 
Stockbridge Community 
News and community 
outreach facilitator for 
Wake Up Stockbridge and 
surrounding community.

Editor's Note: Part one of a two-part series
by Tina Cole-Mullins and James Clark-Swalla
May marks Mental Mental Health Awareness Month. This year, 

it comes at a time when mental health issues are at the forefront, as 
many people suffer through COVID-19 and life changes because of the 
pandemic. 

According to Mental Health America, 1 in 5 people will experience 
mental illness within their lifetime, and there was a 44% increase last 
year due to the COVID crisis. 

Many are displaying signs of mental duress or crisis for the first 
time.

"Know you are not alone and know there is mental wellness, 
within mental illness."

Why is only a day and month each year focused on such a dire 
subject? How do we destigmatize something unless we can openly 
discuss it without judgment and unbiased perceptions on a regular 
basis?

Almost every day, news reports relay stories of individuals with 
underlying mental health issues committing horrendous acts. Where 
are the stories of individuals living everyday lives, within their own 
mental illness/wellness story?

Local residents including myself, co-writer James Clark-Swalla and 
several other individuals would like to share our own mental wellness 
stories in the series "Faces of Mental Wellness." We want to share how 
we balance our mental wellness with day-to-day activities, volunteer 
work and careers throughout the community.

Tina Cole-Mullins interviewed by James Clark-Swalla
How did you go about asking for help?
When I first sought help for myself, I was in my late-20s working 

in a high-pressure job, facing multiple situational stressors, of which 
I noticed the instability within myself, and sought out a co-worker 
familiar with the mental health system and asked for his help. It was 
the high-pressure job that gave me the ability to see in myself and 
accessibility to professionals in psychology. I know I am truly lucky 
to have had this support. It was at this time I was diagnosed and began 
treatment for bipolar disorder and overlapping disorders that go hand 
in hand.

What is your biggest take-away from this experience when it comes to your mental health?
Mental illness, treatment and stability is all individualized. You and I can have the same 

diagnosis, we could be family, have taken the same medications, been in the same hospitals and still 
our experiences would be completely different. I once told one of my psychiatrists, I am not a label, 
I am not a statistic, I am an individual and a diagnosis does not define me.

What helps you the most when it comes to your mental health?
Self awareness, strong coping skills learned within cognitive behavioral therapy of which I am 

currently in, and knowing when to adjust those skills need be. A healthy sleep routine and knowing 
when to disconnect from social media — not only from the internet, but all the stressors around that 
could trigger my balance and well-being.

James Clark-Swalla interviewed by Tina Cole-Mullins 
How old were you when you were first diagnosed with a psychiatric illness?
I must have been 17 or 18. My senior year of high school (during) the last few months of school.
See Mental Wellness on page 4. 

Best lessons learned from Mom, in honor 
of Mother’s Day. These contributors get 
an A+ for effort

Photo credit Aditya Romansa, unsplash.com

Compiled by Mary 
Jo David

To celebrate 
Mother’s Day, the 
Stockbridge Community 
News reached out to 
area residents to ask 
about the important 
lessons they’ve learned 
from their moms over 
the years. Following are 
their contributions.

“The most important thing my mother has taught me is how to 
be humble and kind. Not just to people I know, but to everyone, 
new friends, old friends, and even people that are not kind to me. 
It’s a great way to look at life.” —Joe Spence, Stockbridge

“My mom has always shown me the importance of making 
friends and family feel at home when entertaining. Good food, 
good people lead to good memories.” —Lisa Reppenhagan, 
Gregory

“Oh, my! I haven't thought about that in a while. Maybe to 
listen, and to think, and to give a sensible response to a tough 
situation. Regrettably, my mouth still flies off the handle and gets 
me in trouble! She did her best!” —Janine Falk, Stockbridge

"She valued and encouraged engagement with life—‘getting in 
the game’ she called it. But she also valued stopping frequently to 
smell the roses. In both, she led by example—and an occasional 
nudge.” —Paul Crandall

“Two things that I greatly admired about my mother-in-law, 
Joan: She was so appreciative and happy to get whatever gift was 
given to her and always found a way to praise the giver. Also, 
without fail, she included everyone in family events by finding 
little jobs for each person to do…From having the youngest say the 
blessing at dinner, to bringing a dish to pass, to lighting the candles 
on the table.  It was such a little thing, but made us all feel a part of 
the family.” —Jo Mayer, Munith

“By her example, my own mom taught me how to be 
organized—as the mother of eight kids, she had to be organized—
and to contribute to the community by volunteering her time 
and talents. She also made it clear that she expected me to go 
to college, though I would be the first in the family to gain a 
bachelor's, then master's, degree. And in her later years, she served 
on a school board, volunteered to visit shut-ins, and helped at a 
place very much like Stockbridge Community Outreach.” —Jo 
Mayer, Munith

See Mother's Day on page 11.



May 2021Stockbridge Community News4

Staff Spotlight: Strong hometown ties led to a long career in 
the Stockbridge Community Schools for Alexis Dyer

Since 2003, teacher Alexis 
Dyer has been making a 
difference in the lives of her 
seventh and eighth grade 
students in Stockbridge— 
from the same district in 
which she graduated.
Picture provided by Alexis Dyer.

by Amy Haggerty
Teaching middle school / junior high school students is one of the more 

challenging jobs in education, and Alexis Dyer has been doing this since 2003. 
She works with seventh and eighth grade students who are located in the 
renovated and specially designated area within the high school building.

A hometown girl, Dyer grew up in the area. After graduating from 
Stockbridge High School, she attended the University of Michigan. One of her 
first jobs was working summers in the Migrant Program here in Stockbridge, a 
program that was eliminated several years ago. 

Dyer’s mother has been the most influential person in her life, even though 
Carol Dyer died when her daughter was young. 

“My mother was an amazing woman. Kind, generous, loving, and strong 
at the same time. I miss her every day, and I try to make choices each day that 

Amy Haggerty

would make her proud,” she said. 
Dyer returned to her hometown to teach as soon as a full-time position 

became available. “I received a phone call from Meredith Hannah [past 
Community Education director]. I was excited to be able to work in the 
same district where I grew up!” 

She refers to Stockbridge as a special place. “I love that it's a small town 
and a tight-knit community.” 

Dyer believes her greatest accomplishment is being a good teacher, and 
she takes a lot of pride in her work with Stockbridge students. “I want to be 
the teacher kids will think back on and feel I made a difference to them. I 
always want my kids to know that I care about them and that they matter to 
me. I work really hard to be someone who believes in them—someone they 
can count on.” 

This middle school teacher has some great advice to pass along to 
students in the Stockbridge Community School District. “Believe in 
yourself and go for anything that you want in life. Travel, and don't be 
afraid to take chances.” 

Stockbridge Community School District is fortunate to have Dyer 
teaching some of our most challenging age groups. Extremely motivated 
middle school / junior high school teachers can be a rare breed who are not 
always rewarded for their difficult jobs. Thank goodness we have teachers 
like Dyer who are driven by the desire to give back to the community she 
grew up in! 

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools 
after teaching for 33 years in the Stockbridge district. She 

moved to the community 24 years ago with her husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, 
and spending time with family and friends.

 The days leading up to the principal's office I became, as now I know, what is called 
mania. I did quite a few things to make my teachers concerned for me. They had every 
reason, too.

I was told that I couldn’t go back to school until I spoke to a therapist. I did, but refused 
the medicine that was prescribed to me at that time. A few days later, I attended a Town Hall 
Players production. As I sat in the audience, I felt as if the mania was draining from me. The 
mania was gone (and) I felt how I did before it all started. The following days were quite 
rough for me. My mood started to become more depressed. Nothing had the same spark as it 
once did.

Have you ever been hospitalized for your condition and are you currently in treatment?
Yes. I have been hospitalized five times — the first when I was 17 — all at Chelsea 

Hospital, which is great but there’s still room for improvements. The staff is very caring. The 
system isn't great but there’s far too many places that are pretty dreadful. I’ve been told a 
lot of horror stories. Some places might make you in a worse head space and perhaps never 
come back to the person you were before.

Finding stability and balance
Throughout our candid interviews and discussion on mental wellness, we had to approach 

a narrative of having at one point had a moment of uncharacteristic instability within 
ourselves, opening a dialogue with an engaging question to the public and professionals with 
varying points of view.

What is stability in your world and what does it mean to you?
“Stability in mental health is similar to structural stability, the foundation is often the 

most important part of the system and will sustain and support the whole process. In the 
case of mental health, this foundation needs to be established in safety and compassionate 
self awareness,” said Shelley Wilson, behavioral health professional and local community 
member. 

“To be ‘mentally stable’ is a journey, not a destination. Life will continually challenge 
our stability. Our job as humans is to cultivate the ability to respond adaptively and navigate 
those challenges within a functional range of behaviors, preferably while being kind to 
ourselves and others,” she added.

We will explore finding stability, balance and well-being in the "Faces of Mental Wellness," an 
ongoing feature that will continue in June.

Mental Wellness page 3
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The handsome tree swallow (Tachycineta bicolor)
Article and photo by Diane Gray Constable
This dapper bird with its steel blue back and snow-white front is one of 

the first songbirds to return to the Stockbridge area each spring. The open 
farm fields dotted with trees and ponds are a favorite habitat for them.

When they arrive, they break out of their flocks and search for tree 
cavities, eaves of buildings, and birdhouses to claim as their nesting spots.

The two pictured here are both males. Females have a duller color. 
Here, it appears they are deciding who gets to claim this birdhouse. Tree 
swallows are territorial when it comes to their nests and prefer other 
swallow neighbors’ nests to be at least 15 feet away—a good distance to Diane Gray Constable

remember when putting out nesting boxes. 
The female builds a cup-shaped nest using 

grasses and other plant materials. She lines it with 
feathers for warmth, and mosses to keep occupants 
dry. The eggs hatch in two weeks, and both parents 
feed the hatchlings until they are ready to fly at 
about three weeks. Once the fledglings leave, the 
parents will continue to feed them for about three 
more days.

They eat a variety of about 2,000 insects a 
day, many we consider pests such as flies and 
mosquitoes. It is fun to spend an evening watching 
a group of them dip, dive, and swirl in the summer 
skies as they feed on the wing. They also drink and 

Precocious Emma 
explained, “The 
money is to help 
kids that would have 
a bad Christmas. 
Now they can go 
shopping with a 
police officer and get 
presents.” 

A smiling 
Jackson was quick to 
add “We are giving 
the money to the 

Day Care page 1

Emma hands over donation to Chief Johnnie 
Torres. Photo provided by Judy Williams

police officer so they can help other kids have a good Christmas.”
Wednesday, April 7, Chief Johnnie Torres made a grand 

entrance, arriving at the day care in the police car with the lights 
flashing and a fast blast of the siren. He was greeted by the group 
of kids eager to hand over the prize money along with a generous 
donation from the day care. 

“Thank you for thinking of the police department and the Shop 
with a Cop project,” a grinning Chief Torres said, as he received 
the donation from Emma. Torres rewarded the generosity of the 
kids with badge stickers.

Both the village of Stockbridge and the Unadilla Township 
police participate in the Shop with a Cop program and 
welcome donations. Those who wish to donate may contact the 
departments for more information.

Child abuse and neglect statistics from the American Society 
for the Positive Care of Children report 7.9 million children were 
abused in 2019. The annual estimate is 1,840 children died from 
abuse and neglect. 

The foundation currently oversees three wellness centers, 
supports five wellness coalitions with 90-plus members, and 
collaborates closely with One Big Thing partners. One Big Thing 
is an effort to strengthen connection, engagement, optimism, 
and resilience in the region. 5HF has $42 million in charitable 
and non-charitable assets and an annual funding expectation of 
approximately $1 million.

 Stockbridge Community News reported Heydlauff’s decision 
to retire on March 25.

 Candidates interested in learning more about the position may 
view the full job description and apply at: https://j.brt.mv/ATS/
jb.do?reqGK=27491401&refresh=true

CEO page 1

These two male tree swallows appear to be These two male tree swallows appear to be 
negotiating who gets to claim this birdhouse. negotiating who gets to claim this birdhouse. 
Photo credit Diane ConstablePhoto credit Diane Constable

bathe while fly-dipping down to skim the surface of pond waters for a sip, a bit deeper for a bath. 
They will perch on trees and utility wires and are rarely on the ground.

Fun fact: Because of their abundance and nesting habits, tree swallows are easily studied and 
have added to our knowledge of bird behavior and ecology.

“Agents and brokers play a vital role in helping consumers 
access qualified health plan coverage and navigate their new 
health insurance plans throughout the year,” said Randy Pate, 
director of the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight within CMS, which oversees the Marketplace. 

Each year, the Marketplace Circle of Champions program 
provides special recognition to agents and brokers who have 
actively enrolled 20 or more consumers in health plans, 
highlighting their hard work and expertise.

“We thank Abbott & Fillmore Agency and Jon for their 
dedication to providing exceptional service,” Pate said.

Fillmore page 1

‘Finding Tyler’ page 2
In the lead-up to creating the documentary, director Brannon made multiple trips to France and 

Corsica to meet those who knew Tyler and to see where he lived and how he survived as a fugitive 
without papers.

 Corsica is, as a French attorney who worked with Tyler put it, “A place where people don’t ask 
questions.” A French journalist in the film explains, “Corsica could be some piece of Texas lost in 
the Mediterranean Sea…We are an island of secrets.” 

In preparing their documentaries, the directors also traveled to Stockbridge to meet with Tyler’s 
mom and dad and his sister Kelsey, visiting with her husband, Eric, from Colorado. 

“For [the Johnsons] to trust us with their story—Tyler’s story—means everything,” director 
Brannon remarked. “The opportunity to make this film has already been one of the most, if not the 
most, rewarding experiences of my filmmaking career.”

Patrice and Kelsey are both featured in the documentary, and there are moments for those who 
know them, and maybe for those who don’t, when the viewer may need to grab a tissue. 

“He wanted to use math for the benefit of the world and to leave his mark,” says Tyler’s mom in 
the film. Although the occasions for using his math skills were severely curtailed as a fugitive, you 
learn through Patrice’s first book that Tyler made use of every opportunity to keep his physics skills 
sharp and to use his scientific mind to help those who were worse off than him—even against almost 
insurmountable odds.

Patrice, who is working on her second book, a stand-alone sequel titled "Tyler’s Ledge," about 
Tyler’s last two years living as a fugitive, has won national awards for her first book, "The Fall and 
Rise of Tyler Johnson" (available on Amazon in paperback and on the Kindle). 

Says Brannon, “While I believe our film to be as thorough as we could make it in 20 minutes, it 
really is just the tip of the iceberg in regards to Tyler’s story; we hope that this film can help inspire 
others to learn more about Tyler through her books.”

To anyone reading about Tyler through his mother’s works or viewing the documentary through 
the eyes of those who only got to know him after he was gone, one thing is clear—a single act of 
recklessness by an otherwise brilliant, kind, and optimistic young man has the potential to derail a 
young life, regardless of how promising that life may be. 

To that end, the foreword in Patrice’s first book, written by Tyler’s sister Kelsey, carries great 
hope:

“To all of us who have made mistakes that seem irreversible, let us trust that repair is always an 
option…potential for repair always exists…our mistakes may fuel deep learning and relationships 
and wisdom.”
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Ask an Expert: Trust and car repairs

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
How do I know whom to trust when it comes to car repairs?
The definition of trust is the reliance on the integrity, strength and 

ability of a person or a thing. It's a confident expectation of something.
It is a simple word with big meaning in our world today. Trust is 

eroding in society right now, in relationships, in business, in politics. 
The lack of trust in the world causes people to act in fear, which is 
evident all around us during this past pandemic year.

People do business with us because they like us, because they know 
us, because they trust us. Most customers haven’t the faintest idea of 

how to repair a car, but they believe and trust that we do have the skills and abilities. And they trust 
that we will do it right.

Quite frankly, I am one of those people with computers and technology. I often say to my IT 
vendor, “I don’t understand how it works—and that’s OK; but I trust that you will do it right and 
lead me in the right direction.” It’s a relationship of trust.

If you are wondering what shop to pick, ask the shop these questions:
1. Who pays you for the repair? If they say you, continue on. If they say your insurance 

company, that is strike one on them, but continue on.
2. Do you use all OEM original parts? If they say yes, then continue on. If they say the insurer 

decides or we use whatever the insurer pays for, that is strike two, but continue on.
3. Do you do all the safety inspections required after a collision, such as measuring the 

steering column and removing interior parts to view the air bag mountings? If they say yes 
and give an explanation, they may be the right shop. If they say only if the insurer pays for it, say 
thanks, but I am going to another shop.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have 
lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body 
business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they 
have been working on cars for more than 75 years.
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A glance in the rearview mirror: May 1921—
Prisoner plates. Lightning strikes. 
A non-squirting grapefruit.

by Mary Jo David
The following excerpts are from May 1921 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. In general, these news excerpts 
are reproduced in the original, without edits or corrections.

MICHIGAN NEWS FROM 1921:
• Manufacture Auto License Plates (May 5): At the Jackson State Prison, automobile license 

plates are now being manufactured by the thousands in a new plant recently installed, and in 
addition, new work is being planned for the immense presses purchased for the plate making. Four 
machines are required for the operation of the license plate department at the prison…After coming 
from the last press, the plates are given an anti-rust bath and afterwards dipped in the background 
color and carried by endless chain conveyor to a huge oven where they are baked in a temperature of 
235 degrees for two hours and forty minutes. 

• License to Fish (May 5): The angelers [sic] license law, sponsored by the different sportsmen’s 
organizations throughout the state, has been passed by the state legislature and signed by Governor 
Groesbeck. The law will become effective July 1…The license fee will be $1.00 and may be 
obtained from any county clerk, village or township clerk, or any game warden…Any person 
violating any of the provisions of this act, shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $10 
or 10 days in the county jail.

• (May 5): Mr. and Mrs. William Lister, Ypsilanti, have discovered that they can produce 
music on their phonograph with thorns from the ordinary thorn tree in place of the manufactured 
phonograph needles. They have been using the thorns for over a month and say that their records 
produce softer and sweeter tones than the steel needles.

• Sure Cure for Diphtheria (May 19): Free and unlimited distribution of antitoxin, the certain 
cure for diphtheria when administered within 21 hours after onset of sickness, will start Jan. 1, 1922. 
The Michigan Department of Health in the meantime is planning a state-wide educational campaign 
to reduce the incidence of the disease which caused more than 800 deaths last year.

A 1921 AD WITH LOCAL TESTIMONIAL (May 5)
WOMEN OF MIDDLE LIFE

A Dangerous Period Through Which Every Woman Must Pass
Practical Suggestions Given by the Women Whose Letters Follow

…Mrs. Mary Lister of Adrian, Mich., adds her testimony to the value of Lydia E. Pinkham’s 
Vegetable compound to carry women safely through the Change of Life. She says, “It is with 
pleasure that I write to you thanking you for what your wonderful medicine has done for me. I was 
passing through the Change of Life and had a displacement and weakness so that I could not stand 
on my feet and other annoying symptoms. A friend told me about Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable 
Compound and the first bottle helped me, so I got more. It cured me and I am now doing my 
housework.”…

SCHOOL NOTES FROM 1921
• (May 19): Only four young people will graduate from the Stockbridge High School this year: 

Agnes Gibney, Donald Paul, Mildred Henderson, and Orrene Kutt. The commencement exercises 
will be held Thursday evening, June 9th.

• (May 26): Carl and Emma Tisch of Dewey District, Waterloo, are the only pupils who have 
been neither absent nor tardy during the year.

See Rearview on page 13.

Unadilla Fire Department holds practice burn 
at the late Harold Henry's vacant home

Photo and information by 
Mary Jo David

Sunday, April 8, Harold 
Henry's vacant home in Gregory 
went up in flames. The Unadilla 
Fire Department was in the 
midst of a scheduled training 
exercise on Dexter Trail between 
Van Syckle and Dutton roads. 
The home was burned to the 
ground as part of the exercise.

World War II veteran Henry, 
known for The Prophet sign in 

Harold Henry's vacant home in Gregory was burned to the ground 
as part of a fire department scheduled training exercise. Photo credit 
Mary Jo David

front of his home and an American flag fluttering behind his pickup truck, passed away last year.
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Bridge to Wellness
It’s May, and some people don’t know squat! Add this exercise to improve physical function

by Gary Hicks
Squats are an extremely valuable and important exercise. They strengthen the muscles in the lower body and core. This translates to better 

balance, which can help reduce the tendency to fall. In addition, squats can improve the ability to climb stairs, stand from the sitting position, 
and get in and out of vehicles. In other words, a simple, easy squat exercise can greatly improve physical function in everyday situations. 

But there’s more! Additional benefits include the stimulation of glands and organs and an increase of blood circulation to all parts of the 
body. Squats improve flexibility, firm up the support muscles surrounding the knees, and strengthen the lower back, which helps to improve 
posture.

Lastly, the squat burns calories, so including this exercise into your weight-loss program makes a lot of sense. Try adding this easy and 
effective exercise to your fitness routine and you’ll soon notice the improvements in your daily life. Then you can tell your friends that you do 
know squat!

Gary Hicks

Chair Squats: Stand about 12 inches in front of a standard chair (one without wheels). The chair is there for safety, support, and to gauge distance. Position your feet 
so they are a little more than shoulder-width apart. Slowly bend your knees and lower your body as though you intend to sit in the chair. Lightly touch the chair with your 
buttocks and slowly stand to the starting position. Try not to place all of your weight on the chair as though you are resting. 

Congratulations! You have just completed 1 squat. As you progress and gain strength, eliminate the chair if you can continue safely without it. 
Monthly Fitness Challenge for May 
Week 1 – (Monday/ Wednesday/ Friday) 10 squats / rest 1 minute / 10 more squats
Week 2 - (Monday/ Wednesday/ Friday) 12 squats / rest 1 minute / 12 more squats
Week 3 - (Monday/ Wednesday/ Friday) 15 squats / rest 1 minute / 15 more squats
Week 4 - (Monday/ Wednesday/ Friday) 18 squats / rest 1 minute / 18 more squats
Be sure to let others know how you are progressing by commenting on our Facebook page at facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. Remember, if you have health challenges that could hamper your ability to 
exercise, check with your doctor before taking on a new exercise regimen. Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a passion for fitness, writes 
the fitness portion. He has over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial arts instruction, and police academy instruction.

Upcoming SAWC or wellness-related community events:
• Stockbridge Area Run/Walk Club continues, led by Erin Clifton. Gather at the parking lot in front of Stockbridge Library at 6 p.m. on Mondays 
and Fridays ready to hit the trails! Runs through June 18. Free to all—register at the class. Gets you ready for the 5K during A Day in the Village, 

Saturday, June 19. 
• For more info about the Run/Walk Club, https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfTheStockbridgeLibrary
For more info about the 5K: https://www.facebook.com/PositivelyChiropractic 
• Fridays, starting May 7: Open Air Market of Stockbridge begins its season with 
weekly markets on Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Town Square, near 
the gazebo.
• Monday, May 10: Outreach’s Fresh Food Distribution for anyone who needs 
food—no registration required, just show up—at Jeruel Baptist Church’s parking lot, 
4 to 5 p.m. Curbside pickup.
• Saturday, May 15: SAWC’s new monthly Community Clean Up Club joins the 
village of Stockbridge and its volunteers to spruce up Stockbridge’s Oaklawn 
Cemetery, 2 p.m., in time for Memorial Day, gathering at 2 p.m. at the cemetery. 
Bring your rakes and gloves!
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From the Capital Area District Library 
Stockbridge Branch

CADL Stockbridge Head Librarian Sherri 
McConnell sits outside the library. Photo 
provided by CADL Stockbridge

by Head Librarian Sherri McConnell
Once the weather warms up, I’m ready 

to get on my bicycle and ride the country 
roads around Okemos and Williamston. 
I also enjoy bringing my bike to work 
and riding the Mike Levine Lakelands 
Trail State Park. Last summer, I rode past 
Munith to the west and way past Gregory 
to the east. I found information about this 
rail trail and other Michigan rail trails in 
The Official Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Guidebook and at traillink.com. 

This year, my goal is to ride to the end 
of the rail trail in Hamburg and learn more 
about bicycle maintenance. I can’t do 

much beyond changing a tire right now, but fortunately we have many books on bike 
maintenance to guide me. 

Another reason I’m excited about bikes this year is that soon you’ll see a new bike 
rack in the front of the branch! The rack was funded with a grant by the 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation. It’s a secure place to park your bike or scooter when you visit. 
Hope to see you soon!

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood St. For 
more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 
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UTPD Activity March 1 - 31, 2021
Monday 3/1 - Fraud-Unadilla Rd./
Williamsville Rd.
Friday 3/5 - Assist EMS Wasson 
Rd./Bradley Rd.
Sunday 3/7 - Assist Other Agency-
Holmes Rd./Doyle rd.
Monday 3/8 - Assist EMS-Bullis 
Rd./M-36, Suspicious Situation-
Barton Rd./Spears Rd., Assist EMS-
Williamsville Rd.-M 106, Noise 
Complaints-Main St./Dewey St.
Tuesday 3/9 - Assist EMS-W. 
M-36/Pingree, Citizen Assist-Cass 
St./Stockbridge St.
Wednesday 3/10 - Assist EMS-
Kuhn St./Main St., Welfare Check-
spears Rd./Barton Rd., Welfare 
Check-Spearswood Dr./Thorton 
Rd., Road Hazard-Spears Rd./M-36
Friday 3/12 - Assist Village of 
Pinckney Police Dept.-Putnam St./
Williams St.
Monday 3/15 - Welfare 
Check-M-36/Spears Rd.
Tuesday 3/16 - Respond to Alarm-
Joslin Lake Rd./Kaiser Rd.
Thursday 3/18 - Malicious 

Destruction of Property-Arnold 
Rd./W. Lakeland Trl.
Saturday 3/20 - Behavioral Problem 
Disturbance-Location Undisclosed, 
Assault Report-Spears Rd./Donohue 
Rd.
Tuesday 3/23 - Animal Complaint-
Treelane Dr./M-106, Animal 
Complaint /Injured Deer-M-36/
Gregory Ridge Rd.
Thursday 3/25 - Welfare Check-
Doyle Rd./Unadilla Rd.
Friday 3/26 - Animal Complaint-
Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.
Saturday 3/27 - Motorist Assist-W. 
M-36/Arnold Rd.
Monday 3/29 - Road Hazard-Dexter 
Trl./M-36
Tuesday 3/30 - Personal Injury 
Accident-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct., 
Assist EMS-San Luray Dr./San 
Marino Ave.
Wednesday 3/31 - Welfare Check-
Location Undisclosed

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police 

Department

Attention Waterloo Township 
residents: Accuracy Test set

Our public accuracy test for the May 4, 2021 election for Grass Lake Schools will take 
place on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 11 a.m. at the Waterloo Township Hall, 9773 Mt. Hope 
Road, Munith, Michigan. The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the 
programs and tabulators being used to tabulate the ballots of the election have been prepared 
and tested in accordance with the law.

Janice Kitley,
Waterloo Township Clerk

“The main things I learned from my mother were the family recipes she passed 
down. Between my mother and my grandmother, I learned a lot about raising flowers 
too. I also think my love of music must have come from my mother. She played for 
the silent movie theater here in Stockbridge at one time, and she put herself through 
U of M by playing piano. I took piano lessons, but I didn’t take to it at all. In school 
I was a drummer, and then I played accordion. I do love music!” —Dorene White, 
Stockbridge

“What I remember most about my mother is how much she loved me. We’d even 
go hunting together; she taught me how to hunt squirrel. After my father died in 1969, 
I was the oldest, and she trusted me with her estate. That was very special to me.” —
Alvin (“Al”) Holcomb, Gregory

“Patience…and the everyday life skills for making do with things that we had. I was not 
raised in a throw-away world. Through my mother, I learned that when I have something 
leftover, I need to think about what I can make out of it. Crocheting and embroidery were 
two skills I learned from her. I also knit and sew, which helps too.” —Nila Whitehead, 
Gregory

“My mother always taught us to respect others and to do the best we can in every 
situation.” —Chris Rowe, Gregory

“My mom taught me to get up and get going! At 7 a.m. on Saturday mornings, no matter 
how late I'd worked the night before, she'd come into my room and say, ‘What're ya gonna 
do, sleep the day away?’” —Michael Fouts, Stockbridge

Mother's Day page 3

Eaton page 1

“Eaton Community Bank is in strong financial condition. All six of our other locations 
will remain open, and we will be renovating and modernizing all of them soon,” Jewell 
stated.

Current Gregory Branch customers were notified of the closing by mail with details 
regarding the transition of their accounts and safe deposit boxes. The Night Depository and 
ATM will no longer be available in Gregory after July 30.

Once the bank has removed its equipment, it will consider options for disposing of the 
property. 

Stockbridge Area 
Run/Walk Club 
practices begin 
for annual A Day 
in the Village 5K

The Stockbridge Area Run/Walk 
Club, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Stockbridge Library and Stockbridge 
Wellness Coalition, is holding 
practice Mondays and Friday at 6 
p.m. now through June 18. 

To register for the group, 
visit www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfTheStockbridgeLibrary.

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD
   MEETING MINUTES April 19, 2021 
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on April 
19, 2021 at 7:30 pm at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall.  Members present at the 
meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Treasurer 
James Wireman, Trustee Ed Wetherell, 
Trustee Terry Sommer.  Member absent 
Clerk Becky Muraf.
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board meeting agenda 
as printed, Wireman second. Amend agenda 
added March 22, 2021 Budget Meeting 
Minutes, March 29, 2021 Budget Hearing.  
All in present Favor, Motion Carried.
Citizen’s Comments
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board March 15, 2021 Meeting 
Minutes, Wireman second.  All present in 
Favor.  Motion carried. 
Wiremen motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board March 22, 2021 Budget 
Hearing Minutes, Wetherell second.  All 
present in Favor.  Motion carried
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board March 29, 2021 Budget 
Hearing and Board Meeting Minutes, 
Wireman second.  All present in Favor.  
Motion carried.
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board meeting Financial Report 
March16, 2021 as printed, Wireman 

second.  All present in Favor.  Motion 
carried.
Stockbridge Township Building Quarterly 
Report
CADL Annual Report tabled

OLD Business
Discussion of Brian Mason to bring in dirt 
and remove stumps

New Business
Sommer motion to grant a Special Use 
Permit for a home occupation for processing 
poultry to Wild Dandelion Acres, Wireman 
second.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Wetherell motion to grant an Outdoor 
Gathering permit to Wheeling Down on the 
Farm for June 12 and 13, and September 
18 and 19, Sommer second.  All present in 
Favor.  Motion carried.
Discussed a joint cleanup day with Unadilla.
Sommer motion for additional $300 
for Movie Night to purchase hot dogs, 
condiments, for first month, Wireman 
second.  All present in Favor, Motion 
carried.
Discussion of the American Rescue Plan and 
possible funding.
Sommer motion to pay bills in amount of 
$29,492.93.
Citizen’s Comment
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting on April 
19, 2021 at 8:55, Sommer second. All 
present in Favor, Motion carried.
TSS
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Local group pitches in to ready longtime 
local resident for spring

Left to right, back row to front: Ms. Arnett works for daughter Lynda Minger, Joe 
Piontek, Scott Bergman, Stephanie Connolly, Jeff Cheesman, Craig Mackinder, Jess 
Arnett, Isabelle Arnett. Anthony Blunt, Dalton Schotte, Kalysta Connolly, Juston 
Schotte, Erica Cheesman, Mickey Blunt, Mitch Minger. Brian Connolly in-between Joe 
Piontek and Scott Bergman. Dorene White in the doorway. Photo credit Jackie Scheller

by Patrice 
Johnson

April 15, longtime 
local resident Dorene 
White, aged 98, 
received a helping 
hand preparing for 
warm weather from 
the Stockbridge Civil 
Defense (SCD), a 
group of like-minded 
individuals who 
support community. 

“Dorene 
personally designed 
her home and has 
lived there nearly 
70 years,” Jackie 
Scheller, a member of 
SCD, said. 

The team cleaned 
gutters, raked, edged the driveway and sidewalks, cleared and mulched beds. White, well known 
for her chipper spirit and involvement in all things community, recently suffered the loss of her son, 
Larry White, who had returned to live with her in recent years. Then Larry White, 75, suddenly died 
Feb. 8.

Scheller broke into her characteristic smile. “It felt great to do something helpful for a great lady. 
The snow and rain stopped just long enough for us to get the job done.” 

Community members come 
together to bring Panther 
disc golf course back to life

by Judy Brune
A small but hardworking group of community members 

came together on Saturday, April 17 to begin the process of 
bringing the Panther disc golf course “back to life.” 

All are welcome to join in monthly Community Clean Up 
efforts, with the next project scheduled for Saturday, May 15 
at Oaklawn Cemetery in Stockbridge. 

Email stockbridgewellness@5healthytowns.org for more 
information.

Shown behind the Stockbridge Activity Center are, from left, Paul 
Crandall, Jo Mayer, Theresa Kightlinger, Jodelle Sparks, Jeff 
Sparks, Jessica Sparks, and Bill Stickney. Photo credit Austin Brune
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STOCKBRIDGE UPDATES FROM 1921
• Closing Notice (May 12): The Physicians of Stockbridge have made the following arrangements 

for the summer. Dr. Brown and Dr. Rowe will close their offices every Wednesday afternoon and Dr. 
Brogan and Dr. Stitt every Thursday afternoon and evening from date until September 1st.

Rearview page 8

Student of the Month: Junior Olivia Fletcher stays optimistic 

High School junior 
Olivia Fletcher loves the 
tight-knit camaraderie 
in Stockbridge. Photo 
provided by Fletcher

by Cindy Lance
High school junior Olivia Fletcher, daughter of Andrew and Courtney and older sister to freshman Lucas, has attended 

Stockbridge Community Schools her entire academic career.
 She is a member of National Honor Society (NHS) and participates in band; recently as part of a class to learn the bass guitar. 
“Olivia is always willing to give new or difficult tasks a try and she encourages her peers to be optimistic about the outcome,” 

said Patty Pniewski, Stockbridge Community Schools band teacher. 
While band, history and English are at the top of her favorite subjects, Olivia hopes to become a juvenile therapist. She aspires 

to “write her own book(s) while still focusing on the children in my community; helping as many juveniles as I possibly can.” 
Olivia loves the tight-knit camaraderie in Stockbridge, which was so wonderfully displayed in the wave of worried and 

empathy-filled messages received when she almost wrecked her car one icy morning. The small-community atmosphere allowed 
for word to spread quickly.

In addition to the small hometown, several individuals have positively influenced Olivia as she prepares to enter her final year 
of high school. 

She credits “Grace Dreier with influencing her choices and academics, Xyan Torrey, who is funny, smart and a great listener 
(sometimes) as one of the most reliable friends, and Zachary Stanford, who has taught me so much throughout my schooling.” 

A saying that Olivia keeps in mind is “If you can look down, then you’ve got more room to fall."
"This lyric means the most to me because of all the good I’ve gotten recently. I was in a pretty bad place a few years ago, and 

• (May 12): During one of the recent storms, William Feldpaush lost two cows 
by lightning

• (May 12): A speed cop dropped in town one day last week and made one or 
two drivers sit up and take notice….(May 19): It makes a person riding in a Ford 
feel foolish to be traveling through the country with an eye over his shoulder for the 
speed-cop, the Tin Lizzie doing its best, and then have one of those “big boys” drive 
by as though you were standing still.

WHITE OAK UPDATES FROM 1921
• (May 12): Wednesday afternoon at 3 p.m. there will be a marker set for Ephrim 

Wheaton, a Civil War Vetren [sic], at the North Stockbridge Cemetery to which the 
public is invited. 

• (May 12): Several among Darts Corners are having the mumps. Garold Kinch 
has them here at Millville. 

GREGORY UPDATES FROM 1921
• (May 12): The contest between the Plainfield and Unadilla Sunday Schools are 

bringing out quite a number of attendants. 91 reported at Plainfield last Sunday, and 
the same number at Unadilla Mother’s Day. 

ON THE NATIONAL FRONT IN 1921:
(May 5, 1921): The “squirtless” grapefruit may appear soon on the breakfast 

table. The new product, designed to spare the eye from a citrus shower, is known 
as the tangelo. It is a hybrid, the offspring of the tangerine and the grapefruit, but 
is more tender than either parent. “There is little or no tendency for the juice of the 
tangelo to squirt when the spoon is inserted,” the government agricultural bulletin 
said.

Hike to National Capital (May 26, 1921): “Join the army and walk around the 
world!” Do you remember that slogan? Doughboys whose weary feet ate up the 
kilometers on the other side and the miles on this side so paraphrased the advertising 
of the recruiting service during the war. But walking won the war. “Let’s keep it up,” 
urges W.F. Kurtz, Kansas national executive committeeman of the American Legion. 
“Let’s walk to Washington and tell them what the Legion wants for its disabled and 
for its whole membership.” According to Mr. Kurtz’ plan, delegates from each state 
department of the Legion would hike overland…to meet on the White House steps 
on the same day. However, he would permit representatives from the other side 
of the Rockies to ride the cushions across to this side. Legion posts along the way 
would feed and shelter the hikers.

thought I had nothing left. I eventually found this song and learned that I, too, have room to 
fall,” Olivia said.

Olivia enjoys painting, writing books and playing D&D (Dungeons and Dragons) both as 
dungeon master and player, and cosplay. 

“This year has been…eventful," Olivia said. "I have been trying my hardest to keep my 
head up and lift others, too! Everyone should try their hardest to be good people and maybe 
we would have a better world overall!”
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM, Animal Care Clinic
Spring has sprung, the birds are chirping and we all know what that means, it's 

kitten season! Can any of us resist feeding a stray cat? Especially one that comes 
back day after day and waits for food and water. There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with helping out an animal in need by giving them shelter and a full belly. After 
time, you may gain their trust and be able to hold or pet your new friend.

One of the simplest ways to help your new friend is to have her/him spayed 
or neutered. This will not only help control the stray population, but has been 
scientifically proven that free-roaming cats live a healthier life after being altered. 
Approximately 2 percent of the estimated 30-40 million stray cats in the U.S. have 

Controlling stray cat populations: How can we help?

Cindy Anderson, DVM

Paws and Claws

been spayed or neutered. These unaltered free-roaming cats are responsible for over 80% of the kittens born 
each year. One female cat can produce two-three litters of kittens per year, with one to eight kittens in each Photo credit Daniel Chekalov, unsplash.com

litter. Meaning in her lifetime, she will produce upward of 100 kittens and they'll do the same. This means in seven years, one single pair of cats could 
create over 400,000 kittens with the help of their direct offspring.

Many veterinary clinics and animal shelters offer a lower cost spay/neuter service for stray cats. These cats can be released back in their home area and 
will recover quickly from surgery. In the words of Bob Barker, “And remember folks...always spay and neuter your pets.”

Cindy Anderson, DVM is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, 
New Zealand and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 
2019 and now spends the majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.

FCC encourages public to use its speed test app to measure 
broadband speeds, provide data on network

Information from a FCC media release
As part of the Commission’s Broadband Data Collection effort to collect comprehensive data on broadband availability across the 

United States, the FCC is encouraging the public to download the FCC’s Speed Test app, which is currently used to collect speed test 
data as part of the FCC’s Measuring Broadband America program. The app provides a way for consumers to test the performance of 
their mobile and in-home broadband networks. 
In addition to showing network performance test 
results to the user, the app provides the test results 
to the FCC while protecting the privacy and 
confidentiality of program volunteers.Image from unsplash.com

“To close the gap between digital haves and have nots, we are working to build 
a comprehensive, user-friendly dataset on broadband availability. Expanding the 
base of consumers who use the FCC Speed Test app will enable us to provide 
improved coverage information to the public and add to the measurement tools 
we’re developing to show where broadband is truly available throughout the United 
States,” said Acting Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel. 

The network coverage and performance information gathered from the Speed 
Test data will help to inform the FCC’s efforts to collect more accurate and granular 
broadband deployment data. 

The app will also be used in the future for consumers to challenge provider-
submitted maps when the Broadband Data Collection systems become available. 
More information about the app is available on the FCC website. The FCC Speed 
Test App is available in the Google Play Store for Android devices, and in the Apple 
App Store for iOS devices. 

Area flowers bloom as spring draws near
Pine cones in 

the making 

look like tiny 

strawberries. 

Photo credit 

Patrice 

Johnson

A group 
of Marsh 
marigolds  
bloom along 
the trail. 
Photo credit 
Patrice 
Johnson
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Article and photos by Mary Jo David
Who doesn’t love ice cream? I’ll let you in on a secret, even the author of this publication’s fitness column has an ice cream 

obsession. 
According to the International Dairy Foods Association:
• The average American consumes more than 23 pounds of ice cream per year.
• Ice cream is an $11 billion dollar industry.
• The ice cream industry supports 26,000 jobs and generates $1.6 billion in wages.
Source: https://www.idfa.org/news-views/media-kits/ice-cream/ice-cream-sales-trends
Stockbridge does its part to help sustain the multibillion-dollar ice cream industry through a few small businesses—The Tin 

Stockbridge businesses help sustain the billion-dollar ice cream industry

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

Roof, located at 853 S. Clinton Street; Good Manna, alongside the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail trailhead; and the Double 
Deuce Diner at 555 W. Main Street. 

The Tin Roof is a family-owned, seasonal business that has operated at its original location since 2003. Founded by Larry 
Ostrander and his mom, the business is now owned by Ostrander and his wife Lisa (Spadafore), along with Bryan and Stacie 
Spadafore and Scott and Niki Spadafore. Considering most of them attended high school in Stockbridge, it’s not surprising 
their shared business is right here. 

But why ice cream? Ostrander explained: “When you sell ice cream, you’re serving people who are in good spirits. I can’t 
imagine having to work with customers who have a broken-down car or back issues. Instead, we see customers when they’re 
in good spirits, which is so satisfying and gratifying.” He adds that although their main focus is 99% ice cream (hottest sellers 
are mainly flurries and their special trash can sundae) they also sell a lot of coney dogs, which he credits to the popularity of 
Todoroff chili.

Running a seasonal business brings with it many challenges, like defining the season. “We open the season based on 
weather,” Ostrander explained. “If there’s snow on the ground, we put off our opening day. As for closing in the fall, 
sometimes we’ve been open past Halloween and other times we had to close in early October because of snow.” 

Once they’re open for the season, the challenge becomes staffing appropriately for the weather and local sporting events. 
As it happens, sports and ice cream go well together—especially baseball—according to Ostrander. 

The season begins with limited hours, but in early May and through most of the season, The Tin Roof opens at 1 p.m. and 
remains open until dusk. Staffing usually ramps up from six employees early in the season to about 10 during busy months. 

The Tin Roof, on South 
Clinton Street, is a family-
owned, seasonal business that 
has operated at its original 
location since 2003. Image 
credit The Tin Roof Ice Cream 
Facebook page

Manna, located near the Mike Levine 
Lakelands Trailhead in Stockbridge, 
features a selection of MSU Creamery ice 
cream by the scoop. Image Credit Good Manna

Most are high school and college students; many hired in during high school and continue to work there through college. 
Ostrander acknowledged the hard work of his staff. “I really appreciate their eagerness to work and how much they enjoy learning the customer-service 

aspect. They’re also very creative. In fact, they’ve 
actually created a lot of our products.”

A seasonal business like The Tin Roof enables 
its owners to spend time during the off-season 
planning for the next. This year’s off-season 
resulted in a decision to purchase the parts for 
upgrading equipment to expand the shop’s ice 
cream offerings—from soft-serve and hand-dipped 
to also include fat-free/dairy-free Dole whips in 
early May.

Another seasonal business offering ice cream 
treats in Stockbridge is Kevin and Naomi Carson’s 
Good Manna, whose motto is “Manna, food worth 
walking about.” The restaurant features a selection of MSU Creamery ice cream by the 
scoop. Good Manna, which opened its doors in September 2019, welcomes hikers, bikers, 
and baby strollers alongside the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail in Stockbridge, near trailhead 
parking on South Clinton Street. (For more on Good Manna, see archived article printed in 
the November 2019 edition of SCN.)

See Ice cream on page 18.
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Honoring our Veterans

Honoring deceased former members 
of Mackinder-Glenn Post 510

At one time, the following 
veterans were members of the 
Mackinder-Glenn Post 510 and are 
interred here in Stockbridge or at other 
cemeteries.
CARL ALLEN
KENNETH E. AMMERMAN
WALTER R BARBOUR
MICHAEL BASNAW
HOWARD J. BERRY
WALLACE BISHOP
CHARLOTTE CAMPBELL
CLETE CARLTON
ROBERT H. COLE
JACK COLLINS
LOREN COLLINS
MAXINE COLLINS
PAUL COLLINS
TERRY COOK
EDWIN J. CORSER
DONOVAN G. CRONKHITE
JOHN DANCER
ALFRED J. DAVIS
CLIFFORD C. DENSMORE
DAVID DUNLAP
LARRY D. EARL
BRUCE ECCLETON
JOHN L. ECCLETON
ROBERT C.. ERHART
MILTON FANGLER
WILLIAM C. FINK
ROBERT FRINKEL
REX D. GLYNN JR.
HERBERT GROSVENOR
RUSSELL D. HARTSUFF
JOEL HAYNES
RICHARD HEINZ
LEN HENSCHEL
LLOYD JR. HODGES
RICHARD HOWLETT
WILLIAM HOWLETT
EDWARD A. HOWLETT
JERRY JACOBS
NORM JACOBS
VICTOR JURKEN
GRAHAM KILGORE
ROBERT (COKE) KOCH
ANDREW KOLEVAR
ROBERT LEATHERBERRY
J.R. LEWIS
CHESTER A. LIMING
LLOYD L. LOBER
HAROLD W. LUDTKE
LEVI LUDTKE
RICHARD E. MACKINDER 
CLARENCE E. MARSHALL 
RAYMOND MARZ

LLOYD MAY
PAT McDONALD 
HAROLD McQUILLIAN 
EARL MOORE
RAYMOND E. MORGAN 
DONALD MORSE
FRED E. NELSON 
CLIFFORD OAKLEY 
LLOYD A. OLSON 
DOUGLAS ORTON 
RICHARD PARKER 
SPENCER E. PINCKNEY 
MERTON PRESCOTT 
ROBERT PRICE
DAVID E. POWERS 
CHARLIE PURDY
JOE PURDY
WILLIAM G. PYPER 
THOMAS G. QUINN 
MAX RANDOLPH
GEORGE ROB
RUSSELL H. ROBERTS 
JOSEPH P ROBINSON JR 
TONY ROBU
ROBERT EARL ROSE
WARREN SCHEPPE
CHARLES E. SMITH JR 
EUGENE J. SQUIRE 
CARL H. ST CLAIR
FRED STAFFORD
DAVID STOFFER 
ROLAND STOUFER 
FRANK STRZALKA 
JENESS TEACHOUT 
DARYLL URBAN
JOHN WARD
CURT WHITE
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD 
EZRA ZUMBRUM 
WORLD WAR I
PATRICK ADAMS 
HUBERT A. BEARS 
THOMAS J. CAIN
ROY CLARK
JAY COBB
D. C. CRANSTON 
JOSHEPH L. CRIBLEY 
ALVA CRONKHITE
GUY D. CULVER
PAUL C. DANCER
ROBERT D. DANCER 
EVERT O. DEAN 
VIRGIL M. DEAN 
FRANK FELTON 
WALTER FRANKLIN 
JAY GLENN
DANIEL GREEN
ARLO R. HALE

JAMES HOLT
THOMAS E. HOWARD 
LESEL INGELS
WILLIAM H. JENISON 
FRED JOHNSTON
ANARD GORDEN KEEPER 
CLARENCE E. MARSHALL 
CLAUD J. MARSHALL 
ROY McCLINCHEY
ROY McCLOUD 
HARLEY M. MILLER 
FRED R. MOFFAT 
LAWRENCE OWENS 
ORRIN B. POWELL 
ORSON B. RAMSDELL 
LAWRENCE RICHMOND 
LESLIE M. RICHMOND 
MANLEY C. ROE 
FRANK H. SCHWARZ 
CLYDE SIBLEY 
CLARENCE SPANBURG 
FRED STAFFORD 
DANIEL H. STEFFEY 
FRED STEPHENS 
FRANK TASSONE
LACY WATSON
WILBER WESTFALL 
HERBERT E. WHITTUM 
WORLD WAR II 
ROBERT ADAMS 
RALPH ANDERSON 
OWEN W. ARMSTRONG 
HAROLD ARNETT 
WILBERT ARNEY 
HOWARD E. ASHMORE
ELWIN D. ASQUITH 
REX ASQUITH 
CARLISLE A. ATKINSON 
WENDELL A. BARBER 
WALTER BARBOUR 
TROY BARKER
ERWIN C. BARTH 
ELWIN BERRY
ROBERT K. BERRY 
CALVIN BORING 
CLIFTON H. BOLLMAN 
JAMES H. BROGAN 
NEIL BROWN
ROBERT J. CAMP 
HOWARD CASE 
WILLIAM D. CASKEY 
CECIL CAUDILL 
DONALD COAKLEY 
HAROLD COAKLEY 
FRANCES K. COBB 
ROLAND COBB 
CLARENCE COLE SR. 
DAVE COLLINS
LOREN H. COLLINS 
PHYLLIS L. COLLINS 
THOMAS M. COLLINS 
JAMES COOK
MAX L.V. COOL
ORAL CORSON
FLOYD COSGRAY 
DEWEY CRAFT
GUY K. CULVER
EDWARD CURRY 
RODERICK D. DeCOSTE 
WILLIAM D. DeFORGE 
GARNET DIXON 
TALMADGE N. DYER 
LESLIE DONALD EATON 
RICHARD G. FALLS 
GUY C. FINCH 
CHARLES FLANNERY 
DUANE FORD
LYLE C. FRINKLE 

MARVIN FRINKLE
PAUL FRINKLE SR. 
ALBERT J. GEBAUER 
EDWARD M. GILLMORE 
LAWRENCE J. GORTON 
EUGENE GRAMA 
VIXCON L. GREEN 
EDWIN GULICH
TROY HAMLIN
ORVILLE HANEY
HENRY B. HARPER 
FORREST DEKE HARTLEY 
RUSSELL HARTSUFF 
HAROLD HAYWOOD JR. 
HAROLD HENRY
JAMES W. HERNDEN 
WILLIAM B. HERRING 
CHESTER HOLT JR. 
LUTHER HORN
WILLIAM T. HORN 
CLIFFORD HOWLETT 
RICHARD HOWLETT 
ROBERT HOWLETT 
ALLEN D. HOWORTH 
BERLIN HUGHES
FRANK IACHINI
WALTER JOHNSTON 
ROBERT L. KENNEDY 
FREDERICK W. KERR 
FREDRICK P. KESTER 
GEORGE KITLEY
GERARD ROBERT KOTHE 
RICHARD KRANZ
ROBERT G. KRUMMREY 
MILFORD J. KUNZELMAN 
RICHARD LANGHAM 
ELMER LEHMAN 
CHARLES A. LILLY
ANDY LINDBERG 
ROBERT J. MACKINDER 
RONALD K. MACKINDER 
EARL MARSHALL
H. EDGAR MARSHALL 
JOE MASON
HAROLD L. MAYER 
RONALD MAYER
ALBERT J. McCONEGHEY 
PAT McDONALD
KARL MEAD
WILLIAM G. MEYER 
ROBERT L. MILLER 
EDWIN MINIX
RALEIGH MINIX
ROY MINIX
KENNETH G. MOECKEL 
BRIAN MULLINS
ALVIN (BUD) MYER 
ALLEN A. NAGLEY
GILBERT A. NEILL 
ROGER NELSON
JOHN I NICHOL 
KENNETH OSBORN 
JACK W. OSTRANDER 
AUSTIN J. OTIS 
DANIEL W. OWENS 
JACK PELTON 
MERRILL J. PIERCE 
ELMER POE
HOWARD POMERENKI 
ROBERT POWELL 
RICHARD PRICE 
ROBERT G. PRICE 
MYREL RICHARDSON 
PAUL E. RICHMOND 
WAYNE RIGGS
WM. ROBINSON
ROBERT J. SCHMIDT 
HENRY SCHREER

GEORGE S. SHANKS 
HENRY SHELLENBARGER 
HAROLD SHOUSE
FERRIS SMITH
LEON SMITH
REEVE S. SMITH
HAROLD J. SPRINGMAN 
BYRON STANFIELD
MAYNARD O. STANFIELD 
DONALD STEFFEY
EDWIN PAUL STEPHENS 
MARVIN D. STEPHENS 
WILLARD JAMES STEPHENS 
EDWIN J. STOHL
R.C. STOWE
FRED STREETS
HAROLD EUGENE STREETS 
HENRY THELAN
CHARLES A. THOMPSON 
ROLLAND R. TOWNSEND 
DALE M. TRAPP
WARDIE TRUSTY
HARRY WATTERS
EDWARD WEDDON, M.D. 
CHARLES D. WELTON 
CLEDYS WHITAKER
CURTIS W. WHITE
GERALD J. WILLIAMS 
HOWARD H. WILSON 
ROBERT WOODMAN
JAMES WRIGHT
JOHN ALEX YOEMAN 
THOMAS R. ZICK
BRONISLAW J. ZONCA
KOREAN WAR
GARLAND ALLEN
JOHN W. ALLEN
DANIEL BALDWIN
BOB ORVILLE BASORE 
DONALD D. BASORE
JERRY BEAUCHAMP 
ADELBERT BOTT
DELOIS T. BOTT
DUANE BOTT
ELWIN BRENISER
ARCHIE J. CARSKADON 
HOWARD CASE
THOMAS CAVENDER 
WILLIAM JOHN CULVER 
ARTHUR L. EVERTS 
ALFRED FLETCHER
CARL FLETCHER
GARLAND FLETCHER 
GERALD G. FLETCHER 
JAMES FLETCHER
HOWARD FRINKLE
ROBERT GLADSTONE 
EUGENE A GREEN 
SAMUEL J. HARPER 
GEORGE THOMAS KELLEY 
HAROLD G. LEWIS
LLOYD LOBER 
RICHARD J. MACKNIK 
DAVID MARSHALL 
ROBERT MARSHALL 
RALPH MARZ
JAMES J. McFARLAND 
ROBERT D. MILLARD 
LARREY NIEL MILLS 
ROLAND M. MINIX 
NED MOREHOUSE
WAYNE PENIX
WM. REYNOLDS
N.H. ROWE
CLAYTON SALYER 
ELMER SCHULTE 
FLOYD (IKE) WARD 
RALPH WATSON 
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Honoring our Veterans
JAMES J. WIEGAND 
ODUS H. WILLIAMS
VIETNAM WAR
JERRY ASQUITH 
DENNIS BARBER 
RAYMOND BESSEY 
ARNOLD CARPENTER 
RICHARD COBB
RON COLLINS
JOHN CULLEN
JOHN DONOHUE 
EDWARD B. FURTNEY 
JACK HAMLIN
PAT HARDEN
JAMES H. HENSON
GERALD HOPKINS
JAMES HENSLEY HORN 
RICHARD HUGHES, SR
KENNETH E. JOSEPH 
RICHARD LANTIS
DANIEL McCONEGHY 
ROBERT L. MILLER 
ROBERT H. MITTEER III 

Deceased local 
veterans, not 
members of 
Mackinder-Glenn 
Post 510

The following information was 
provided by families of the deceased 
veterans.

WORLD WAR II
ROBERT DONALD ANDERSON 
RICHARD ALLYN 
MORT BAILEY
CHARLES LAWS
CHARLES RUGGLES
EDGAR SALYER 
RALPH HARRY SEBOLD 
RALPH HARRY TEACHOUT 
DOUGLAS DEMPSEY WISMAN 
KOREAN WAR
ROBERT DONALD ANDERSON 
RICHARD BUCKINGHAM 
ARNOLD MARSHALL 
VIETNAM WAR
ROBERT DONALD ANDERSON

JERRY PATRICK
RONNIE PATRICK 
CHARLES R. PHELPHS JR. 
WALTER PRATER 
THOMAS QUINN
HUGH ROBERTS
DALE W. ROWE
DONALD L. RUNCIMAN 
MICHAEL RUOLO 
MICHAEL L. SALOW 
ROBERT N. SCHROEDER 
MARK SPANBURG 
VERLIN R. THOMAS
THOMAS WALLACE
JOHN P. WAMBACK
EDWIN WATSON
JOHN H. WARDEL
CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS
PATRICK E. MONAGHAN
GULF WAR
GREGORY STULL

IRAQ WAR
ROGER KNAPP
PEACETIME SERVICE
DALE BAILEY
STEVEN LYNN BATDORFF 
LESLIE BENSON III 
MARTIN R. BLISS
BYREN D. BOWDISH 
AARON BROOKS
EVELYN BUCKINGHAM 
DUANE CARLEY
BOBBIE M. CHRISTIAN 
LARRY CORNISH SR. 
EDWIN R. HAFT
ROLLAND HARDT
BLAINE HOWARD 
WILLIAM KERR 
RONALD DEAN LEWIS 
BOBBY LONG 
WILLIAM F. MAYER 
HARVEY J. MORRELL 
TOD MORRIS 

GORDON NAWROCK 
WILLIAM PALMER 
EDWARD PASKO 
DONALD PFAFFENBACH
JOHN SALYER
JAN LEE SHACKELFORD
DAVID THOMPSON
JAMES WARD
JAMES (HENRY) WIREMAN 
JOSEPH W. YOUNG
SONS OF GOLD STAR MOTHERS 
MAURICE BIEHN
HAROLD GLEN CRAFT 
JOHN M. DONOHUE 
JAMES LOSO

A word of explanation, and an invitation
Welcome to the third installment of “Tales from our 50-year residents,” a series SCN hopes will warm your 

heart and perhaps inspire you to share a tale of your own. Whether you grew up in the area or transplanted 
here some time ago, whether you are 19 or 90, no doubt a local experience stands out in your mind. A 
memorable event? A story you tell your friends about growing up or living in the area? 

Now is your opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingertips to keyboard) and share a fond memory.
Guidelines? Nothing rude or crude or lewd, please. SCN reserves the right to edit and revise, or to decline 

to publish. Shoot for 300 to 400 words in length. Accompanying photos with dates and captions will make 
great additions. SCN’s deadline is the 15th of each month. We’ll plan to publish stories as long as readers keep 
sending them. Please email Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com, subject line: Tales, or mail your story to 
SCN, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

We at SCN hope you enjoy reading these trips down Memory Lane. May they awaken your inner child and 
trigger fond memories of your own.

My childhood on the farm in rural Stockbridge

David Marshall and Dorothy (Marshall) Craft 
do the chores, 1953. Photo provided
by Dorothy Craft

by Dorothy Craft
In 1945 when I was an infant, my father took on the job of dairy herdsman at the Westfall Farm on M-106 a couple of 

miles east of Stockbridge. My family lived there until I turned 16. I have such wonderful memories of my childhood: B\
bottle-feeding baby lambs who’d been rejected by their mamas; letting baby chicks crawl over my legs as I sat inside their 
pen where we kept them warm under a brooder light until their fuzzy bodies grew feathers; watching in amazement as a 
calf was born; driving the tractor pulling the hay baler; taking my dog, Pat, to the woods to build a fort when my cousins 
came to visit; feeding the chickens and gathering the eggs without being pecked by an ornery hen; and, oh, the list goes on 
and on.

Pat loved to chase the mice out of the grain bin in the chicken coop, so I always made sure he was with me at feeding 
time. My brother, David, and I had the job of cleaning out the chicken coop. One day a skunk had been caught in a trap 
that my Dad had set hoping to catch the raccoon who’d been stealing the eggs. David was given the job of getting rid of 
the skunk.

 My best childhood friend was Nancy McKim, a neighbor living on the Topping farm just east of us. We weren’t 
allowed to ride on M-106 so Nancy's dad would bring her and her bike over so we could ride up the north lane or around 
the barns and the driveways. Riding my bike was always fun until one day I came down one driveway too fast, lost 
control of my bike in the loose gravel, and went head first into a rose hedge. Crying and bleeding, I managed to get to the 

house where Mom had plenty of Band-Aids to patch my scratches.
The owner of the farm, Grace Cowan, took a nap in one of the guest cottages every afternoon. After her nap, she usually would go for a horseback ride. The man who 

took care of the horses, Sam Kuykendall, would have her horse saddled and ready to go. 
One afternoon Mrs. Cowan invited me to ride with her, so Sam saddled another horse just for me. I felt like a queen riding that big horse with Mrs. Cowan. We 

crossed M-106 to the south lane and rode down the lane and through the woods to Craig Road and back. I remember one time falling off a horse when he stopped 
abruptly and I didn't. I went flying right over his head. I now have a great respect for horses!

Another memorable event occurred one summer Saturday evening when Dad and Mom hosted a community square dance in the hayloft of one of the barns. All the 
neighboring farmers and their families came. We danced the night away as Wendell Abbott called the square dances. We ended the night with snacks, sandwiches, and 
drinks. 

One particular hayloft was a great place to build forts out of bales and to swing out on the rope attached to a pulley and drop into a loose pile of hay. There were 
always plenty of cats in the barns and, it seemed, an endless supply of kittens. My dad loved to squirt them when he was hand-milking a cow. 

I wouldn't trade my childhood on the farm for anything.
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Ice cream page 15
About a mile away, and also in Stockbridge, 

is the Double Deuce Diner. The building has a 
long history. In the 1950s, it was Sam’s Drive-
In. By 1988, when Stockbridge native Doug 
Mills purchased the building, he debated what 
to turn it into. Insurance was in his blood. His 
grandfather founded the Roepcke Insurance 
agency in 1930, so originally, opening a 
restaurant next door to the insurance agency was 
the furthest thing from his mind. 

Ultimately though, Mills opened the Stage 
Stop Restaurant, and he credits his longtime 
manager, Sharon Winkle, for making it work. In 
2007, the restaurant was remodeled, and in 2017, 
it became the Double Deuce Diner—modeled 
after the old 1950s diners with vinyl-covered 
seating and table-top jukeboxes. Ever the car 

The Double Deuce Diner, on West Main 
Street, has added two walk-up windows 
and plans to focus more on ice cream 
offerings. Pictured (l-r) are Sharon Winkle 
(manager), Jessica (waitress), and Doug 
Mills (owner). Photo credit Mary Jo David

enthusiast, Mills named the diner after two deuce coupe automobiles he owns.
Earth to Mary Jo: But isn’t this month’s column supposed to be about ice cream? 

Well, sure enough, when you check out the outdoor signage, the Double Deuce 
Diner does feature FOOD & ICE CREAM! 

The COVID pandemic severely curtailed the diner’s ability to offer eat-in dining. 
Like many other restaurants, they switched to a carryout model to weather the storm. 
The restaurant put its old drive-through window back into operation and recently 
added two walk-up pickup windows to the front of the diner. A light-up-number sign 

out front will signal customers when their orders are ready for pickup.
“We’re focusing more on our ice cream offerings than we have in 

the past,” Mills explained. The Double Deuce offers hand-dipped ice 
cream with a plan to expand to soft-serve. Sure enough, throughout the 
interview, waitress Jessica was busy building hand-dipped ice cream 
concoctions for customers at the window. Turns out, whether it’s served 
in a tall cup or a glass dish, a banana split still looks delicious.

When asked about ice cream favorites, Jessica responds, “Butter 
pecan and black cherry are two popular flavors, but the kids really love 
Superman ice cream.” She adds that the Double Deuce Diner also sells 
lots of vanilla and chocolate, and sundaes are always a hit.

Admitting he’s of an age when most of his friends have retired to 
places like Florida, Mills is adamant that he wants to keep the Double 
Deuce open for carryout and especially for ice cream. He’s gearing up 
to host another Cruise-In car show to coincide with the 2021 Day in the 
Village celebration over Father’s Day weekend in June. 

“Florida’s not for me,” Mills exclaims. “Nobody has employees like 
I’ve got. I owe it to them and the community to do what I can to keep 
this business going.”

Contact information 
• Double Deuce Diner—517-851-7666. Facebook: Double Deuce Diner
• Good Manna—517-985-6233, Facebook: Good Manna LLC. Web: 

goodmannami.ordereze.net
• The Tin Roof— 517-851-4179. Facebook: The Tin Roof Ice Cream.
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory 

in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, 
including the Stockbridge Community News.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Softball earns splits with Olivet, Leslie

Gracie Burg scores against Leslie. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
A long-awaited return to the diamond for the Stockbridge softball team finally happened recently as the 

Panthers traveled to Olivet for a pair of games with what many consider the GLAC conference favorite 
Eagles.

The Panthers had not seen the field for nearly two years and shook off a little rust to earn a split with 
Olivet, dropping the opener 2-1 and bouncing back to take the second 13-1.

Stockbridge threatened in the top of the first after an Alexis Hightower single and a walk put two runners 
on, but a pop out ended the threat.

Panther’s pitcher Bailey Bartrum was unhittable for the first three innings and nine Eagles came to the 
plate and nine Eagles sat down after striking out.

Olivet broke through in the fourth when the Eagles loaded the bases with a single, HBP and walk. An error 
plated two runs to give Olivet the lead after four.

Stockbridge threatened in the sixth when Hannah Lockhart and Joslynn Caskey led off the inning with 
singles. Makayla Surline singled home a run to make it 2-1 with one out, but a strikeout and a fly out ended 
the inning, and the Panthers went out in order in the seventh to end the game.

Hightower and Caskey collected two hits each to lead the offense. Arin Szumlinki added a triple, while 
Surline had a hit and RBI and Lockhart a hit and run scored.

Bartrum was dominant on the mound other than the one bad inning. She struck out 13 and allowed just 
three hits in the loss.

The Panthers bats were on fire in the second game, and they benefited from six Olivet errors to mercy the Eagles in the second game.
Surline collected her first career home run with a three-run blast in the third to give the Panthers a 6-0 lead.
Olivet got one back in the bottom of the third with a home run, but the Panthers put the game away in the fifth with seven runs.
Surline finished with her home run and three RBIs, while Lockhart had two hits and a RBI to lead the offense. Bartrum added two hits 

and Caskey a hit and two RBI. Hightower and McKenzie Noble each had a hit and RBI and Madison Mazuca drove in a pair of runs for 
the Panthers.

Bartrum was again strong on the mound, allowing just one hit and striking out seven for the win for the Panthers.
The Panthers came away with a doubleheader split with arch-rival Leslie recently, beating the Blackhawks 3-2 in the opener and 

falling 12-0 in the second.
The opener was a pitcher’s duel between the Panther Bartrum and the Blackhawks Ada Bradford.
Bartrum struck out 17 in the game and allowed just four hits, while Bradford allowed four hits and struck out nine as both shut down 

the opponent’s offense.
The Panthers took the lead in the second when Joslynn Caskey ripped a shot off the knee of the Leslie third baseman for a single with 

one out. Gracie Burg came in as a courtesy runner and stole second base. Burg then tried to steal third and the throw went into left field, 
allowing her to score at home for a 1-0 lead.

Leslie tied it up in the third with a two-out triple and scored a run after a Panther error put a runner on base.
The Blackhawks took a 2-1 lead in the top of the sixth on a bloop single to right that scored a run with two outs.
Ashley Grumelot opened the bottom of the sixth by reaching first on a passed ball on a third strike to give the Panthers life.
Szumlinski then ripped a shot that got by a diving Blackhawk center fielder for an inside-the-park two-run home run to give the 

Panthers a 3-2 lead, but the excitement was not over.
With one out in the seventh, Leslie had a runner reach on a passed ball on a third strike. With two outs, Leslie got a base hit to center, 

and the Blackhawks sent the runner home to try to score, Noble fired the ball home to Caskey, who fired to third as the runner tried to get 
back to the base and Surline put the tag on her to end the game.

Alexis Hightower and Hannah Lockhart had the two other hits for the Panthers in the game.

Joslynn Caskey saves a wild pitch against 
Leslie. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

The second game was all Leslie as the Blackhawks scored two in the first and would put the game away with five runs in the fourth and three in the fifth.
Szumlinski, Hightower, Lockhart, Caskey and Surline had hits for the Panthers. Bartrum took the loss striking out four.

Panther track teams split with Perry
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge track teams opened their season with a GLAC dual meet and came 

away with a split, as the girls nipped the Ramblers 60-55 and the boys fell 71-56.
Rylee Tolson and Kaitelyn Walker won three events each to lead the Lady Panthers.
Tolson dominated the distance events by winning the 800, 1600, and 3200 races.
Walker won the hurdles events, taking first in the 100 and 300, and was part of the 

winning 4x800 relay along with Sidney Gipe, Alora Mullins, and Kristina Wild.
The Panthers swept the 400 with Julianne Muscato, Wilde, and Mullins taking the top 

three spots.
Joy Youngblood won the high jump, while Gabrielle Heath, Grace Niec, McKenzie 

Hatfield, and Audrey Austin teamed to win the 4x100, and Heath Hatfield, Austin, and 
Muscato teamed to win the 4x200.

Micah Bolton picked up three wins to lead the boys team against Perry.
Bolton won the 1600 and 3200 races and teamed with Brock Jones, Jonah Coffman, and 

Andy Schlaff to win the 4x800.
The Panthers swept a pair of events with Isaac Lance, Ben Young, and Hayden 

Ellsworth sweeping the 200, and Luke Suojanen, Jones, and Lance taking the top three 
spots in the 400.

Jonah Huskey-Wright won the long jump and was part of the winning 4x200 team along 
with Ethan Lure, Coffman, and Young.

The Stockbridge track teams competed at the Marshall Sports Festival April 16 and the 

girls came home with a strong second-place finish, while the boys struggled but still came 
away with several PR's.

The race featured several Division 2 teams as the Panthers were one of the smallest 
schools at the event.

The girls finished with 73 points, beating out GLAC rival Leslie with 71. Hillsdale won 
the meet with 104.5.

Tolson led the Panthers with a pair of wins in the 800 and 3200 races. She was also 
fourth in the 400. Tolson also teamed with Wilde, Walker, and Gipe to finish second in the 
4x800 relay.

Walker finished third in the 100 hurdles with a PR, while Heinzman was third in the 
discus and Muscato was third in the long jump. The 4x200 relay team of Heath, Hatfield, 
Austin, and Muscato also finished third, while Wilde was fourth in the 800.

The boys had a tough go in the meet, finishing with just three points and in eighth place.
Bolton led the Panthers with sixth-place finishes in the 1600 and 3200.
Several PR's were set by the boys team.
PR's went to Suojanen, Ellsworth, and Luke in the 100; Lance and Luke 200; Brewer 

400, Wright and Schlaff 800; Bolton and Wright 1600; Schlaff 3200; Huskey-Wright and 
Remi Samek long jump.

The girls PR's were set by Heath and Breslin 100; Breslin and Niec 200; Muscato and 
Mullins 400; Wilde 800; Gipe 1600; Mullins 3200; Muscato and Breslin long jump.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Girls Soccer opens with win over Lansing Everett

Julianna Debozy crashes the net against Lansing Everett. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
It had been nearly two years since the Stockbridge girls soccer team had stepped on the field of play due to 

the COVID pandemic and the Panthers returned to action and came away with a 2-1 win over Lansing Everett.
It was a warm for a March night but very windy and it gave the team heading to the north goal a distinct 

advantage with the wind at their backs.
The Panthers took advantage of the wind in the first half by scoring a pair of goals for a 2-0 halftime lead.
Claire Beauregard put the Panthers on the board first by drilling a shot that went right between the Everett 

goalkeeper's legs and into the net for a 1-0 lead.
The Panthers were called for an illegal touching a short time later, giving Everett a direct kick from just 

outside the box. Everett launched a shot and Panther keeper Peyton Killinger made a leaping save to tip the 
shot over the net to keep it 1-0 Stockbridge.

A short time later, Julianna Debozy drilled a shot past the Everett keeper and into the corner of the net to 
make it 2-0 Stockbridge at the half.

Stockbridge was going against the wind in the second half, but it didn't slow the Panthers down as they 
dominated the early minutes of the second half. The Panthers had several quality scoring chances with the 
Everett keeper making numerous saves, and numerous shots going just wide of the net for Stockbridge.

The Panthers held on to the lead, but things got interesting with just over three minutes left in the game 
when Everett was awarded a penalty kick and scored to cut the lead to 2-1.

Everett would not get another chance on net as the Panthers controlled the ball for the final three minutes 
to hold on for the win.

Dalton Satkowiak tags out a Mason runner at the plate in the 
Panthers season opener. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Baseball clips Leslie in 11-inning thriller
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge baseball team picked up its win of the season by taking down archrival Leslie 7-6 in an 

11-inning marathon April 19.
Leslie jumped out to a quick 3-0 lead into the first inning, but the Panthers would rally.
Andrew Davis drove in a run in the second with an RBI single to cut the lead to 3-1. They would add three 

more in the third to take a 4-3 lead. Dalton Satkowiak and Spencer McLennan had RBI singles in the inning 
for the Panthers.

The Blackhawks would retake the lead with a pair of runs in the fourth and it would stay 5-4 until the sixth.
Drew Philipp drove in a run in the bottom of the sixth to tie the game at 5-5.
Leslie would retake the lead in the top of the seventh, but the Panthers would rally again.
Satkowiak ripped a single with one out and McLennan followed with a single to center sending Satkowiak 

to third. The Blackhawks center fielder misplayed the ball, allowing Satkowiak to score and tie the game at 
six.

Neither team could push a run across through 10 innings and in the bottom of the 11th, the Panthers put a 
pair of runners on thanks to Leslie walks and McLennan would score on a wild pitch to win the game for the 
Panthers.

Davis led the offense with three hits and an RBI.
Satkowiak and McLennan finished with two hits and an RBI each, while Philipp had a hit and RBI. Drew Robinson had a hit and two runs scored and Aiden Trost had a hit and run scored.
Trost pitched seven innings in relief and was the winning pitcher, striking out eight.
The Stockbridge baseball team returned to the field April 15 after a long spring break layoff and struggled as the Panthers dropped a pair of games to Olivet 11-2 and 6-3.
The Panthers had trouble getting anything going offensively in the opener with Philipp collecting the only two hits in the game for Stockbridge.
In spite of the offensive struggles, the Panthers scored a pair of runs in the third to cut the Eagles lead to 3-2, but Olivet answered with a run in the bottom of the third and 4 in the 

fourth to pull away for the win.
Philipp took the loss on the mound, striking out two and allowing six hits in four innings of work. He did not get a lot of help behind him with the Panther defense committing seven 

errors, leading to six unearned runs.
The Panthers took a 1-0 lead in third of the second game on a sacrifice fly by Zach Fletcher that scored Noah Hughes.
Olivet scored three in the fourth to take a 3-1 lead, but the Panthers battled back in the fifth with a pair of runs to tie it at 3-3. Philipp singled to score to score Jack McLennan to make 

it 3-2 and scored on a two-out RBI single by Trost to tie the game at three.
The Eagles retook the lead in the sixth with three runs and the Panthers went out in order in the seventh to end the game.
Philipp and Trost each collected a pair of hits and an RBI to lead the offense. Davis added two hits and Satkowiak one hit for the Panthers. Trost and Davis combined for eight 

strikeouts and allowed eight hits on the mound for Stockbridge.
It had been a long time coming for Stockbridge baseball coach Mark Vandenboom to coach his first baseball game for the Panthers.
Shortly after Vandenboom was hired in 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic shut down high school spring sports in Michigan before Panthers could take the field under their new coach.
Vandenboom and the Panthers got to take the field for the first time March 30, when they hosted Mason and while the Panthers came up short against the Bulldogs, the fact that 

Stockbridge and their "new" coach got to play a ballgame was the big story.
The Panthers got off to a good start. The Panthers' Trost hit the first batter of the game, but then proceeded to strike out the side in the top of the first.
In the bottom of the inning, the first two Panthers walked and with one out Trost drilled a single to right to score Austin Knoll for a 1-0 Stockbridge lead.
Mason tied the game up at one in the top of the second, but Satkowiak doubled to lead off the bottom of the inning and would score on a pair of wild pitches to give the Panthers a 2-1 

lead after two.
The defense struggled from that point on as the Panthers committed seven errors in the game and the Bulldogs capitalized with six unearned runs and would pull away for a 12-2 win 

over the Panthers.
Austin Knoll finished with a hit and a run scored, while Ashton Noll added a single. Davis and Kegan Collins also had hits for the Panthers.
Trost took the loss on the mound, striking out six and walking just one. Ashton Knoll struck out four and allowed one hit in two innings of relief for Stockbridge.


