
Firefighters trapped, but escape unharmed
by Patrice Johnson
Around 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 

17, firefighters from four departments 
were called to the scene of a fire at the 
800 block of South Clinton Street in 
downtown Stockbridge. They found the 
home ablaze.

“We managed to put the fire out,” 
said Russell Stowe, fire chief with the 
Stockbridge Area Emergency Services 
Authority (SAESA).

According to Facebook postings, 
firefighters were temporarily trapped in 
the fire.

“We had an incident that involved a 
couple of Dansville firefighters when the 
upstairs floor buckled under them,” Stowe 
explained. “They dusted themselves off, 
and they went right back on the job.”

Firefighters battle back flames at a home on the 800 block 
of South Clinton Street, Stockbridge, as temperatures drop 
to 7 degrees. Photo credit Mike Wolff

The homeowner and firefighters’ names were unconfirmed at the writing of this article. Stowe 
indicated Stockbridge, Dansville, Henrietta, and Unadilla fire departments were dispatched to the 
scene along with manpower support from Leroy Township. The cause of fire, he said, is under 
investigation.

See Fire on page 8.

Scott and Darlene Karns donate $4,000 to 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation

by Jennifer Hammerberg 
SAEF president
Scott and Darlene Karns, 

owners of the McDonald's 
in Stockbridge, recently 
presented the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation with a 
$4,000 donation for the Jim and 
Pat Karns College Scholarship.

Unfortunately because of 
the pandemic, the Karnses were 
unable to award the scholarship 
last year. In 2020, the pandemic 
also forced the SAEF to cancel 
its annual fundraiser, The 
Festival of Tables, one week 
before it was scheduled.

Established and named in honor of Scott's parents, the Jim and Pat Karns College Scholarship 
will be granted in the future to a Stockbridge High School senior who is working during their 
college experience. The student also should be dedicated and self motivated.

Scott hails from Holt and Darlene from Leslie. They both value hard work, having worked all 
through their own college experiences. 

The couple also have been hugely supportive of the community and Stockbridge Community 
Schools throughout the years. 

See SAEF on page 8.

Expecting a stimulus check? 
Don't toss it out in the trash 
with your junk mail

by Patrice Johnson
If you are awaiting a COVID-19 stimulus check, do not chuck 

what may look like a promotional plastic card in the wastebasket: 
It may be your prepaid Economic Impact Payment (EIP) card.

“I got my stimulus payment in the form of a Visa debit card,” 
local resident Suzi Greenway said Jan. 28. “I thought it was an 
advertisement or hoax. The next morning I looked online about 
where is my check and learned about the debit cards.”

See Stimulus on page 14.

Darlene Karns, Scott Karns, Bruce Brown, interim superintendent, 
Jennifer Hammerberg, SAEF president. Photo credit Kimberly 
Duncan

Eaton Community Bank 
notifies customers to be on 
guard for phishing scam

by Patrice Johnson
On Feb. 12, the security 

team of Eaton Community 
Bank sent out a notice to 
its customers that they had 
received “a small number of 

calls from customers regarding a phishing scam and want you 
to know that Eaton Community Bank WILL NEVER initiate a 
phone call to you asking for sensitive personal and/or account 
information.” The team urged residents, if they receive such a 
call, to please hang up and contact a bank representative through 
normal channels.

The announcement stated, “The reports from our customers 
indicate a collections agency posing as the bank – possibly even 
masking our phone number – claiming delinquent status and 
asking customers for sensitive personal information and to make 
a payment.” The scammers, the team said, “may even leave a 
voicemail providing a contact name and phone number to call 
back. Please disregard any such call or voicemail, and contact a 
bank representative through normal channels.”
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Apex Clean Energy announces launch of 
Kalamink Wind community grant program
Grants will support programs and organizations serving 
rural Ingham County in the areas of public health, economic 
development, sustainability, and education

Submitted by Kalamink Wind
Apex Clean Energy is 

announcing the launch of the 
Kalamink Wind Community 
Grant Program. The program will 
award funds to organizations and 
projects supporting residents and 
communities throughout rural 
Ingham County. 

At a time when residents and 
local businesses are struggling and 
community organizations are seeing 
an increased need for support, the 
Community Grant Program will 
enable Kalamink Wind to contribute 

toward pressing community needs and make a meaningful impact. 
“Building and strengthening community organizations has never been more important,” said 

Brian O’Shea, public engagement manager with Apex Clean Energy. “By making these funds 
available we hope to provide immediate assistance to organizations working to support those in need 
while also investing in the future.” 

Grants will be awarded on a quarterly basis throughout 2021 to select individuals, groups, or 
organizations working in rural Ingham County to make a positive difference in one or more of four 
key areas: building healthy communities, economic development, environmental sustainability, and 
promoting education. Up to $10,000 will be available per funding cycle. 

If interested in applying, visit www.kalaminkwind.com/grant or call 517-300-2114 (See ad page 19).

Apex Clean Energy is announcing the launch of the 
Kalamink Wind Community Grant Program. The 
program will award funds to organizations and projects 
supporting residents and communities throughout rural 
Ingham County. Photo from Kalamink Wind website
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To SAESA’s firefighters, it’s all about helping 
community (SAESA, Part 1)

CADL Stockbridge to offer 
seed library

Starting in March 2021, the Stockbridge 
Branch will offer a seed library as part of 
the One Seed, One State initiative. Photo 
provided by CADL

by Head Librarian 
Sherri McConnell
I’m ready to plan 

my garden when 
March arrives. I’ve 
ordered and organized 
my seeds to fit as 
much as possible into 
my little garden. My 
young apple trees and 
raspberry row overlook 
my bed of delicious 
strawberries and 
vegetables. 

Edible landscaping 
is one of my hobbies, and I look for interesting fruits and 
vegetables to use. That’s why I’m excited that CADL’s digital 
format magazines are even easier to access through the Overdrive 
website and the Libby app. 

Until February Overdrive and Libby were my sources for the 
audiobooks I listen to on my commute. Now I can also read the 
latest issue of Organic Gardener and Mother Earth News. I also 
like to cook what I grow, so I can check out the latest issues of 
Food Network Magazine, Taste of Home and Cook’s Illustrated. 
You can access Overdrive through the CADL website, Midwest 
Collaborative for Library Services - OverDrive or on the Libby 
app, found in the Google Play Store or Apple App Store. 

If you’re as excited as I am to start gardening, we have big 
news for you! Starting in March, the Stockbridge Branch is 
offering a seed library! We are participating in One Seed, One 
State, a network of Michigan libraries providing bean seeds. We 
also have a small library of mostly vegetable and some flower 
seeds that community members can request. Our inventory can 
be found at cadl.org/seeds, and you can order seeds by calling the 
library at 517-851-7810 or requesting seeds for contactless pick-
up at cadl.org/mytime.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located 
at 200 Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit 
cadl.org.

SAESA firefighters stand ready to serve. Front row: Jeremy Muraf, Jared Kaminski, Brent Stowe 
(lieutenant), Mark Armstrong (assistant chief), Russ Stowe (chief), Josh McAlister (captain), Tim 
Moore, Erik Youngblood, Jeff Long (engineer), Levi Zeitz. Back row: Douglas Sommer, Neko Robinson, 
David Tracy, Ryan Whited, Randy Griffith, Irene Wagar. Not pictured: Matt Harden, Dan Hamel, Jacob 
Hudson, Rich McDonald, Ryan Risner, Dillon Williams, and Kael Youngblood. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
We all have paused at times to listen to the wail of a fire siren. We’ve seen the footage of New York 

firefighters rushing up a Twin Tower stairwell against the downward crush of humanity. Ask a firefighter why 
he or she charges into crisis situations and answers will vary, but two words are bound to surface: “to help.” 
This desire to assist others seems to run through first responders’ DNA, and the firefighters of the Stockbridge 
Area Emergency Services Authority serve as prime examples. 

Russell Stowe, SAESA’s fire chief, summarized his motivations this way. “I want to help the community. I 
like to be involved.” 

After 45 years with the Stockbridge Fire Department, last August’s inferno at Lakewood Apartments on 
South Clinton Street in downtown Stockbridge remains fresh in Stowe’s mind. “It was an eye-opener,” he said 
as his facial expression darkened. “Let’s face it. You don’t know what you’re walking into. Your adrenalin is 
pumping. You’re lining up resources as you respond, and the first thing you want to know is ‘Where are all 
these people that live here?’” 

Stowe’s lopsided grin revealed a fondness for—and knowledge of—the local community. “Most of the 
people who lived there knew everybody else who lived there,” he said. “They could point out where another 
resident was standing or knew that someone had gone to visit a grandmother.” 

ORGANIZING FOR EFFECTIVENESS. Currently, SAESA’s 26 firefighters and 16 medical first 
responders are on call around the clock to serve Stockbridge, Bunker Hill, Waterloo, and White Oak 
townships. Two pumper trucks, a tanker, a ladder truck, a rescue rig, and three brush trucks stand ready to 
assist in responding to structure fires, field fires, automobile accidents, and hazardous material incidents. 
SAESA’s ambulance services (to be covered in Part II of this two-part series next month) operate with 16 
emergency medical personnel and 3 ambulances.

SAESA also participates in a mutual-aid agreement with neighboring emergency authorities through a centralized dispatch system. John Beck, SAESA’s general manager, explained, 
“If anything big pops off at Henrietta, Unadilla—even Dansville, Leslie, or any of the surrounding areas—we’re going to get called in. It’s set up in a dispatch system. You might see 
emergency volunteers from all of those areas.” 

Originally, the Stockbridge Township Fire Department and Stockbridge Ambulance, Inc. operated as separate and distinct organizations. In 2006, to better serve residents of its four-
township area, SAESA was formed as a single government entity with millage funding of its own. Since then, Stockbridge’s ambulance and fire departments operate under one umbrella. 

Beck, who devotes his time primarily to the ambulance side, said overcoming the us vs. them mentality was “the biggest bridge to cross.” Considering the close alignment between the 
departments, though, the realignment made sense, he said. “If a structure fire call comes in, the ambulance is going to go too,” Beck said. “They’re going to sit on the scene to be sure the 
firefighters’ vitals all stay within a range.” 

SAESA doesn’t require volunteers to cross train with EMS, Beck added. “But we do encourage it in order to be more efficient.” Currently, seven SAESA volunteers are certified to 
administer both fire and emergency medical services:

EMS Fire Department Total

16* 26* 42
*includes 7 EMS and Fire personnel who are certified in both
See SAESA on page 22.
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Staff Spotlight: Fifth grade teacher Angie Nichols 
brings 'family feeling' to classroom

Josh and Angie Nichols enjoy quality time together. Angie 
teaches fifth grade at Heritage School in Stockbridge 
where she helps her students figure out their gifts and 
maybe even what they’d like to do in the future. Photo 
from Facebook.com

by Amy Haggerty
Angie Nichols has been teaching for Stockbridge Community Schools for 

21 years. Throughout her career, she has taught many elementary grades and 
subjects, including elementary music. 

“Being part of the ‘specials’ staff, teaching music allowed me to see that 
students needed that time to express themselves and figure out their gifts.” 

During the nine years she taught music, she learned new skills that helped 
her when she returned to the traditional classroom. For example, it was 
through this experience she discovered kids need to move their bodies and 
especially their hands. Although she’s moved on to teaching other subjects, 
Nichols continues to connect this concept with her students’ classroom 

Amy Haggerty

assignments and projects. 
Growing up in Allen Park as the child 

of Sharon and Jerry Schotthoefer, Nichols 
likes to recall a story from her earliest year in 
school. 

“I learned how to spell my last name 
quickly when my kindergarten teacher said I 
had to in order to play outside for recess.” 

In 1992, she graduated from Allen Park 
High School (home of the Jaguars), but not 
before receiving the treasured honor of being 
named the class clown!

Nichols met her husband, Josh, at 
the student mailboxes at Spring Arbor 
University. They married eight months later. 
She graduated from Spring Arbor in 1996 
and later attended Marygrove College where 
she received her master’s degree. 

The Nicholses have two children: Sam is 
22 and attending the University of Michigan; 

he’ll graduate this spring. Daughter Molly is 18 and attends Stockbridge High School; 
she too expects to be a spring graduate.

Nichols began her teaching career in a small Christian school in Taylor, Mich. 
Later, she and her husband moved to Mio, and they both taught elementary school in 
the area. Mio is known for its frigid temperatures and large snowfalls, so they became 
accustomed to seeing several of their students riding on snowmobiles to get to school in 
the winter months. 

After Sam was born, this husband and wife team decided to move to the Jackson 
area to be closer to family. Not surprisingly, both were hired as elementary teachers in 
Stockbridge. 

Several people have influenced Nichols and helped her to become the outstanding 
person she is today. At the top of the list are her husband and her parents. Sharon and 
Jerry Schotthoefer married right out of high school, and Nichols watched as her mom 
put her dad through college while working and managing a family. Nichols credits her 
parents' work ethic as a major influence while she attended college. Their hard work 
provided financial support so their daughter could focus on her studies at that time. 

Since teaching in Stockbridge, Nichols has found the community members and 
families to be kind, loyal, and genuine. 

“I love the school staff. They are dedicated to their students and to each other.” 
As for her students, Nichols likes to pass along “that family feeling” to each of them. 
She also has some excellent advice to offer her students: “Figure out your gifts. Find 

what you love to do and work toward making that your career.” 
Stockbridge Area Schools are lucky Angie Nichols found her way to our district, 

where she continues to provide our young students with an excellent experience during 
their elementary years, including a sense of belonging and comfort. 

She has become a much-requested teacher over the years, in large part because 
Nichols makes learning fun and focuses on developing skills that students need for the 
future. 

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 
years in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her 
husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with family 
and friends.
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Rural Perspectives: Dark-eyed junco (Junco hyemalis)
Article and photo by Diane Gray Constable
If you have been near a bird feeder lately, you most likely saw our 

official "snowbird," the slate-colored junco. It belongs to the sparrow 
family and is the most common bird at the winter feeders. 

This bird spends summers in the northern Michigan and Canadian 
forests. They raise their young in small nests in depressions on the ground 
or among jumbled tree roots. They and the chicks feed on a variety of 
insects and seeds.

Around November when the weather turns cold, they migrate south to 
our area. During their stay, they munch on various small grass and weed Diane Gray Constable

seeds. They enjoy millet seeds, which are found in most mixed birdseed bags. Juncos like to eat 
right off the ground and will kick around snow and debris searching for food. They tend to come 
back to the same area year after year.

Juncos are slate-gray with a pure white chest and a light pink beak, making them easy to identify. 
Females and young males can have a brownish tinge, like the one pictured here. During the winter 

months, they grow up to 30% more 
feathers than they have in the summer, 
then puff them up to help retain their body 
heat. They also take shelter in conifer trees, 
dense shrubs, and tall grasses laid over with 
the weight of the snow, as the bird here is 
about to do.

Fun fact: Some of the males do not 
travel as far south as others do. This is a 
tactical move on their part. When they head 
back in April to their favorite breeding 
grounds, they will get there much sooner. 
This allows them to be in a better position 
to defend their territory from those who 
arrive later.

Letters to the editor
Hello Diane Gray Constable:

I read the article on the Carolina Wren and soon after I seen 
the male and female. Ta Da to say the least I was excited. They 
are lovely birds, loving the short tail long beak with a downward 
curve at end. The white streak above the eye is so pronounced. 
I could not figure out while thumbing through the bird books 
picture and name. So after a while I put this to rest and moved on 
to something else. I had read your article a couple days before & 
enjoyed much the picture. Like everyone we have our after dinner 
routine, we enjoy reading and having coffee. So my husband leans 
over to me & says while reading Stockbridge newspaper is this 
the bird? And I said with delight yes it is, puzzle solved. You see 
I had read the Stockbridge Newspaper a couple days before & 
forgot about it. Since then I’ve seen within two days the Carolina 
Wren 4 times. Thanks for your rural perspective, on the Carolina 
Wren.

Enjoy the bird watching. I do.
From Nelva Jean

Dear editor:
Enclosed is a check for $500 donation to help continue the 

publishing of the Stockbridge Community News. As a Lyndon 
Twp. resident, I receive the paper because the township is split 
between Stockbridge and Chelsea schools. The Community News 
truly is a community paper. I have especially enjoyed reading 
about the people I met when I was a substitute teacher for the 
Stockbridge Schools.
Sincerely,
Mary Jean Dunn
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Ask an Expert: At our shop, we 
deal with all insurance companies

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
People ask: Are you part of my insurance company's preferred body 

shops?
The answer is no. And here is why: We deal with all insurance 

companies. 
The difference between being on the list of preferred shops (this is 

called DRP, or the Direct Repair Program) or not is simple. It’s about 
relationships. We prefer to have a relationship with our guest, not the 
insurance company. 

The rules quickly shift to saving the insurance company money when the relationship is centered 
around them. While every insurance company is different, oftentimes a preferred auto body shop 
must first search for used parts, aftermarket parts (non-original), and reconditioned parts before 
being allowed to put factory parts back on your car. 

Don’t get me wrong, they try to do the same to us. The difference being we can engage them with 
reasons to do the repair correctly without jeopardizing the relationship. You are the one we want to 
please, not the insurance company.

In our world, both the insurance company and My Body Shop have a responsibility when your 
car gets damaged. Ours is to put your car back to the way it was before the accident. The insurance 
company's role is to fund the process. 

In many cases, the insurance company, in our opinion, crosses the line and tries to dictate 
HOW the car is going to be repaired as well. That is our job, not theirs. But this is what oftentimes 
happens when a car is taken to one of the DRP preferred shops. 

An example of this would be an insurance company insisting on repairing a panel that we feel 
should be replaced. 

See Expert on page 8.
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by Jenna Chapman
Of all the genres of books, I’ve probably read the most memoirs. What I love about them is the chance to learn someone’s story. I think 

that reading about someone’s life experiences — especially a life different than your own — is an immersive way to learn about history, 
different cultures or family dynamics.

Hill Women: Finding Family and a Way Forward in the Appalachian Mountains by Cassie Chambers
This book is a perfect blend of the author’s life and a look at the history and present-day situation in rural Kentucky. Through the lens of 

the women who raised her, Chambers examined the irreplaceable role women have in the families and communities in the hills. I enjoyed 
taking the journey with her as she left her home, explored the unknown of an Ivy League education, and then found a balance between the 
two worlds. 

Haben: The Deafblind Woman who Conquered Harvard Law by Haben Girma

Memoirs to read in March while staying inside and waiting for spring

Jenna Chapman

The story for disability rights activist and lawyer Haben Girma takes you across that globe and will help you see the world in a new way if you haven’t had much 
exposure to the experiences of blind, deaf, or deafblind people. Girma is an excellent writer, and each chapter of the book (and her life!) is captivating, whether it’s 
traveling to Mali, West Africa, speaking at the White House, or getting to know her guide dog, Maxine. 

Shoe Dog by Phil Knight 
You don’t have to be a runner to enjoy this memoir by the founder of Nike, Phil Knight. It’s an inspiring story with many twists and turns along the way. After reading 

about the early years of the company, it is honestly surprising that it is the global icon that it is today. There were so many times that Nike could have failed, but it 
didn’t. Knight really embraced the “fake it 'til you make it” attitude and barely held the company together. But it worked, as Knight’s mission to create a brand that made 
customers feel empowered to “play” is still a trademark of the company today. 

Know My Name by Chanel Miller
I believe this is a book that everyone should read, even though it focuses on very difficult topics. You probably first read Chanel Miller’s writing before you knew her 

name. Her victim impact statement from the Brock Turner case went viral in 2016. (If you don’t remember, Brock Turner was the attacker in an assault on Stanford’s 
campus who was also on the college’s swim team.) She was known then as Emily Doe, but revealed her identity when this book was released in 2019. The writing is just 
beautiful. Miller weaves bits of joy and humor throughout the intensely painful story.

Open Book by Jessica Simpson 
You might be thinking, why would I read a book by the girl who everyone made fun of for asking if tuna is chicken or fish? You might not have any interest in former 

pop stars. But I’m telling you, this was one of the best books I read in 2020. It’s extremely honest and introspective. There are raw moments and very funny moments. 
Jessica relays stories from her childhood, the ups and downs of her career, performing for troops, beginning and ending relationships, and sobriety. It surprised me how 
much I enjoyed this book, which is why I often recommend it to anyone looking to read a memoir. 

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her neighborhood in 
Chicago. You can find more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner have on instagram.com/neverdogear. 
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Superintendent's Desk:

Having a few hundred people over for an afternoon meal would 
make most of us panic, but not the people who work in the kitchens 
of Stockbridge Schools. They serve hundreds and hundreds of meals 
every day of the school year, COVID or not.

Stockbridge has three kitchens and eight cafeteria workers. They 
are led by Stephanie White. She started out as a cafeteria worker in 
2000 and now serves as director.

A national eligibility waiver passed in response to the pandemic 
allows schools to provide meals without charging students. 

Bruce Brown

Photo credit SHS 

Journalism student 

Samantha Chamberlain

Formerly, students had an account to pay for 
breakfast and lunch. Before, about 2% of our 
students qualified for reduced cost and 32% 
qualified for free meals depending on family 
circumstances.

To help control the spread of COVID, our 
elementary students stay in consistent groups 
during the day, which reduces contact with 
other students to minimize virus transmission. 
We stopped scheduling multiple classes in the 
elementary school cafeterias. Elementary students 
now eat breakfast and lunch in their classroom to 
stay within their minimal contact group.

These two factors, eating in the classroom and 

Search for the 27th Stockbridge 
superintendent is underway

Expert page 6

Stockbridge school district food service program 
director Stephanie White, left, and Interim 
Superintendent Bruce Brown. Photo provided by Brown

We always will demand that the car gets the best repair for our customer. This is something that is difficult 
for a preferred shop because it could put their relationship in jeopardy with the referring insurance company.

The reason auto body shops do whatever they can to get on an insurance company’s Direct Repair Program 
is simple. They want to generate more business. It’s like a partnership. The insurance company recommends 
its preferred DRP shops and in return the shops adhere to the insurance company’s program requirements. 

It’s a win-win for both parties. But, what is the effect on the customer? And where does the customer fit 
into this win-win partnership? 

At My Body Shop, our agreement is with you, our guest. Our goal is to deliver the very best, long lasting, 
stress-free auto body repair to every guest, every time. We also will work out the details with the insurance 
company on your behalf.

So we are not on any insurance company's Direct Repair Program because we feel it’s what is best for you, 
our guest. We don’t just remove dents — we remove doubts.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have 
lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business 
since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been 
working on cars for more than 75 years.

A regular supporter of the SAEF, Stockbridge McDonald’s 
always has a table at The Festival of Tables, as well as donating 
to the silent auction.

The SAEF is very grateful to receive this generous donation 
in honor of Jim and Pat Karns. On behalf of the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation, thank you, Scott and Darlene Karns. 

SAEF page 1

The home, the private residence of local woman, suffered 
extensive damage to its first and second floors.

According to the Facebook page, Stockbridge Mi Area News 
& Info, “Marie, known for her display of mannequin art, has 
lost everything.” A GofundMe account was created in a show of 
support.

Firefighters stayed on the scene 2 ½ to 3 hours as 
temperatures dropped to 7 degrees. “It was cold,” Stowe said. 
“I’ll tell you that.”

Fire page 1

no-cost meals, has significantly increased the number of breakfasts and lunches served when school 
is in-person. On a “normal” day in pre-COVID times, we served about 730 meals each day. Our 
average last October during in-person instruction was 920 meals each day.

When school is all virtual, our kitchens are still active. Families can sign their students up for a 
weeks’ worth of breakfasts and lunches. There is no cost. Our cafeteria workers package meals with 
the help of our bus drivers, and they are picked up by families on a designated day. We also deliver. 
On average, 2,132 meals a week go out the cafeteria doors even without students in school.

The longtime favorite school lunch was once macaroni and cheese. Now, the favorite for older 
students is split between Tangerine Chicken and Nachos. Younger students are equally divided 
between chicken nuggets and pizza.

Legislation, regulation, and financial support for school cafeterias have changed over the years. 
Our cafeteria workers deserve credit for remaining flexible and creative in providing nutritious 
meals during these pandemic times. What’s more, they have done so within their budget.

Sincerely,
Bruce Brown
Interim Superintendent
Stockbridge Community Schools
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VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Minutes Feb. 1, 2021

Meeting called to order by President Howlett 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom Meeting; Roll Call: 
PRESENT: President Molly Howlett (Village 
Office, Stockbridge), Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell 
(Residence, Stockbridge), Trustee Richard 
Mullins (Residence, Stockbridge), Trustee 
Kim Morehouse (Residence, Stockbridge), 
Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla (Residence, 
Stockbridge)Trustee Greg Uihlein (Residence, 
Stockbridge), ABSENT:Trustee Heath Corey 
Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, 
John Gormley, Village Attorney, Police Chief 
John Torres, David Dillard, Department of 
Public Works, Citizens were also present; Heath 
Corey Resignation MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; 
accept the resignation of Heath Corey.
AYES: Uihlein, Cattell, Mullins, Quintanilla, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: 
Corey MOTION PASSED; Pledge of Allegiance 
President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance; 
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; 
the February 1, 2021 agenda as amended to 
add New Business DPW Update, Review 
Rates and Charges, Elizabeth Street Culvert, 
AYES: Cattell, Uihlein, Quintanilla, Mullins, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: 
None MOTION PASSED Approval of Minutes 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED; the minutes from January 18, 
2021.AYES: Cattell, Howlett, Quintanilla, 
Morehouse, Mullins, Howlett NAYS: Uihlein 
ABSENT: Corey; Public Comment – Geri 
Uihlein discussed village recycling and website 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable 
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented 
by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Morehouse, Mullins, 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: 
None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED 
President Report President Howlett updated the 

council on ongoing projects; NEW BUSINESS 
Public Hearing – 2021 SDDA Plan Amendment 
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED; close the regular council meeting 
and opened the Public Hearing at 8:00pm 
AYES: Mullins, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Cattell, 
Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None 
MOTION PASSED; MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; open the 
regular meeting and close the Public Hearing at 
8:05pmAYES: Quintanilla, Morehouse, Uihlein, 
Mullins, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: 
None MOTION PASSED; MOTION by 
Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority Plan Amendment as presented.AYES: 
Quintanilla, Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein, 
Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None 
MOTION PASSED; Revenue Sharing Agreement 
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; the 2021-2024 Revenue Sharing 
Agreement between the Village of Stockbridge 
and Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority (SDDA),AYES: Mullins, Cattell, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: Uihlein, Quintanilla 
ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED Light Pole 
Replacement MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; hold a special meeting 
on February 24, 2021 for the adoption of the 
Village Budget Fiscal Year 2021-2022 and the 
Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority 
Budget Fiscal Year 2021-2022. AYES: Mullins, 
Quintanilla, Morehouse, Cattell, Uihlein, Howlett 
NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED 
Public Comment There was public comment. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Howlett, APPROVED to 
adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:49pm. AYES: 
Mullins, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Cattell, Uihlein, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION 
PASSED.

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk

 

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES February 15, 2021 
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 

called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on February 15, 2021 
at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Board meeting agenda 
as printed Wetherell second Amend the 
Stockbridge Township Board agenda add on 
Stockbridge Township Office closure Days 
under new business All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board meeting minutes from January 
18, 2021 as printed Wireman second with the 
correction of second page the motion for paying 
the bills Wireman second not Lauckner All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2020 thru February 15, 2021 Sommer 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business 
None
New Business 
Stockbridge Chamber asked to use the 

Stockbridge Township Square for Day in 
the Village the weekend of June 18-19 2021 
also the Festival of Lights on November 27, 
2021 Jodelle Sparks will contact Stockbridge 
Township General Clerk to put the dates on the 
calendar

Lantis motion to offer an old AED to the Village 
of Stockbridge Police Department and one to the 
United Baptist Church on Heeney Rd Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Consumer Business Assessment was a 

discussion
Wireman will continue to research the Network 

Server and report back to the board
Sommer motion to extend the Affirmation of 

Ownership & Occupancy Remain Exempt by 
Reason of Poverty for 1 year Muraf Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to give Supervisor Lantis a 

budget of $2,000.00 for poles to put outside the 
Stockbridge Township Offices for parking for 
protection of the building Wireman second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to increase custodian pay for 

Township Hall Floor Waxing/Stripping from 
$8.00 an hour to $15.00 an hour Sommer second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Board Raises will be 

discussed more at the Stockbridge Township 
Board meeting in March
Lantis motion to have the Stockbridge Township 

Offices follow the Stockbridge Community 
School Schedule closing for bad weather When 
the Stockbridge Community Schools are closed 
due to weather the Stockbridge Township Offices 
will be closed Wireman Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 

Township Board monthly bills in the amount of 
$45,706.94 Wetherell Seocnd All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Board meeting on February 
15, 2021 at 8:42PM Sommer Second all in Favor 
Motion Carried
BM

Waterloo Township Unapproved Meeting Minutes 
Jan. 26, 2021

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz, Morency. 
Also present: 12 residents, Township Attorney Kyle 
O’Meara.
Public Comment: Brian Keith spoke in support of the 
marijuana growth proposal in Waterloo Township. 
Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda as presented. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned 
with support from Walz to pay the bills as listed on the 
Post Audit report in the amount of $3,354.14. Roll call 
vote: Yes/Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance. 
No/none. Motion carried. Kitley reported that at the 
SAESA meeting issues with one of the tankers was 
discussed along with the cost of a new one or having 
the current one to undergo re-chassis. The audit report 
for SAESA was also discussed. The police report for 
Waterloo Township was read and showed no major 
issues. 
Correspondence: Lance read letters supporting the 
marijuana growth proposal for Waterloo Township 
from Michael and Christina DePugh, Ken Kitley, 
Carol Zook, John Fraser (lawyer with Grewel Law, 
PLLC). Letter opposing the growth was read from 
Roger Sager. 
Old Business: Walz stated that the Parks and 
Recreation Committee met on January 12th, 2021. 
They discussed the rain garden/designated monarch 
habitat. She stated that they received a $500 check 
from Jackson Community Foundation-Consumers 
Energy Mini Grant. It will be used toward the 
Footpath/Rain Garden/Monarch Habitat Project this 
year. 
 Morency motioned with support from McAlister to 
accept the Decker Agency insurance quote at a cost of 
$10,420.00 effective February 1, 2021. Roll call vote: 
Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency. No/
none. Motion carried.
Mallory Glenn presented an updated Power Point of 
“Noble Gardens”, the proposed marijuana growth. It 
was very thorough and well done. Paper copies are 
available at the office if anyone would like to see one.
Ted Beals gave a Power Point presentation on 
“Control of Marihuana Operations in Waterloo 
Township”, Township Procedures for Regulatory 
Control and Location suggesting that it be zoned 
industrial. It would require a Zoning Request permit. 
Copies of this document can also be seen at the 
Township.
Kyle O’Meara (one of our attorneys from Fahey Law 
Firm) spoke of proposals for millages supporting 
police coverage and a millage to approve money 
for road repair. We would like input from residents 
regarding both of these possible millages. Our goal is 
to get them ready for an August election. Wording has 
to be in 3 months ahead of election. Need length of 
time on millages and renewal possibilities. 
McAlister suggested moving ahead on the proposal 
for marijuana growth facility. Morency said Planning 
Commission will need more parameters from Board in 

moving forward and we should look at the current drafts 
from our law firm.
New Business: Morency spoke of the Planning 
Commission meeting held on January 19th. Public 
hearing took place on land rezoning on Territorial Road. 
Residents involved in the area had very strong feelings 
against the rezoning. AI gave their presentation on the 
Green Road proposal. They went back to rezoning issue 
and tabled it until next month. They want Board to give 
more attention to Zoning Administrator reports. 
Kitley motioned with support from Walz to accept quote 
from IT Right for a new Elections Pollbook Laptop at 
a cost of $650. Roll call vote: Yes/Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency, McAlister. No/none. Motion carried.
Walz motioned with support from Kitley to accept quote 
from IT Right to replace the computer for the Deputy 
Treasurer at a cost of $1,164. Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, 
Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz. No/none. Motion 
carried. 
Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Walz 
suggested that the Board host a “Cop and Donuts” meet 
and greet here at the Township in the Spring so that 
residents can meet Benny Roe, our new officer from 
Jackson County Sheriff’s office. More will come on this 
later.
Public Comment: Cynthia Richardson read a letter 
opposing the growth facility. Letter supporting 
marijuana growth was read by Erin Walz with support 
from Denny Walz. Garth and Cindy feel that this is 
a viable business and support the growth facility. He 
stated that the state does the enforcement and that 
we need to move along soon. Would like to see the 
ball start rolling. Chris Tapping spoke in favor of the 
growth facility and also said it was short term pain for 
long term gain. There are risks with everything. He 
also asked if there was anything new on the short-term 
rentals. It has not been addressed as an actual ordinance. 
Bill Richardson spoke of the issues Leoni Township 
has gone through and that changing Zoning will bring 
in more zoning requests for growth. Thinks there will 
be a push for retail sales. Nate Glenn said that licenses 
are stacked in one business and that one business could 
have more than one license for different processes. 
Beals stated that he has read through regulations 
and laws and has a list that he can give to Planning 
Commission to help them in their process. He will have 
it for them at their next meeting. Mallory Glenn would 
like parameters given to Planning Commission as soon 
as possible. Pat Deanhofer asked to have a copy of 
minutes from the Planning Commission meeting sent 
to her.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 9:02 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, February 
23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in 
the Stockbridge Community News at the end of each 
month, on our website and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan. 
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

UTPD Activity Jan. 1-31, 2021
Friday 1/1/2021 - Suspicious Person-
Joslin Lake Rd./Joslin Lake Dr., Suspicious 
Vehicle-Joslin Lake Rd./Hadley Rd., Assist 
other Agency-Hadley Rd./Bruin Lake 
Shore Dr.
Sunday 1/3 - Assist other Agency-Gregory 
Rd./Wedgewood Dr.
Monday 1/4 - Property Damage Accident-
Main St./Khun St.
Tuesday 1/5 - Ordinance Investigation-
Kathryn Ct.-W. M-36
Wednesday 1/6 - Suspicious Situation-
Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr.
Thursday 1/7 - Verbal Domestic-Dexter 
Trl./Van Syckle Rd., Traffic Stop-M-36/
Main St.
Friday 1/8 - Animal Complaint-Devonshire 
Dr./W. M-36
Saturday 1/9 - Respond to Alarm-
Williamsville Rd./Roepke Rd.
Monday 1/11 - Larceny-Dexter Trl./Van 
Syckle Rd.
Tuesday 1/12 - Domestic Disturbance-E. 
Trebesh Cir/Livermore Rd.
Wednesday 1/13 - Domestic Disturbance-
Van Syckle Rd./Van Syckle Ct., Assist 
EMS-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd.
Thursday 1/14 - Suspicious Person-Main 
St./Dewey St., Ordinance Investigation-
Kathryn Ct./W. M-36, Intimidation-
Livermore Rd./Doyle Rd.
Friday 1/15 - Assist Other Agency-Kaiser 
Rd./Hadley Rd.
Saturday 1/16 - Overdose/Ingestion-
Location Undisclosed, Noise Complaint-E. 
Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd.
Monday 1/18 - Suspicious Person-Kaiser 
Rd./Hadley Rd., Welfare Check-W. Trebesh 
Cir./Winifred Ct.

Tuesday 1/19 - Assist EMS-M-106/Worden 
Rd., Wire Hazard-Webb St./Church Ct.
Wednesday 1/20 - Fraud-Wasson Rd./
Dutcher Rd., Property Damage Accident-
Gregory Rd./M-36
Friday 1/22 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle 
Ct.
Saturday 1/23 - Property Damage Accident-
Gregory Rd./Wasson Rd., Home Invasion-
Doyle Rd./Ropeke Rd., Larceny-Kathryn 
Ct.-W. M-36, Suspicious Vehicle-Livermore 
Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Sunday 1/24 - Animal Complaint-Gregory 
Rd./Spears Rd., Suspicious Situation-Webb 
St./Unadilla Rd., Road Run-off-W. M-36/
Arnold Rd., Suspicious Situation-Unadilla 
Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Monday 1/25 - Hazardous Road 
Condition-W. M-36/Arnold Rd., Assist 
EMS-V. M-36/Graves Rd., Property Damage 
Accident-Bull Run/Wasson Rd., Physical 
Domestic-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave.
Tuesday 1/26 - Assist EMS-Wasson Rd./
Bradley Rd., Intimidation/Harassment-
Stockbridge St./Cass St.
Wednesday 1/27 - Structure Fire-Hadley 
Rd./Joslin Lake Rd.
Thursday 1/28 - Citizen Assist-Hadley 
Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., Suspicious Situation-
Doyle Rd./Livermore Rd., Property Damage 
Accident-Car/Verus Deer-Dexter Trl./M-36
Saturday 1/30 - Citizen Assist-Kathryn 
Ct.-W. M-36, Civil Complaint-E. Trebesh 
Cir./Livermore Rd., Animal Complaint-
Bridgets Way/Howlett Rd., Road Hazard-
McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Sunday 1/31 - Trespassing-Bowdish Rd./
Leeke Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department
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Student of the Month: Fifth grader Alex Avis quick to offer a helping hand

Heritage Elementary fifth grade 
student Alex Avis excels in the 
classroom, both in his schoolwork 
and as a person, according to 
his teacher Amber Robidou. 
“Respectful, considerate, and 
hardworking are just a few words to 
describe what a great student Alex 
is," Robidou said. "He is always 
actively engaged in his learning and 
completes high-quality work." Photo 
provided by Cindy Lance

by Cindy Lance
Heritage Elementary fifth grade student Alex Avis excels in the classroom, both in 

his schoolwork and as a person, according to his teacher Amber Robidou.
“Respectful, considerate, and hardworking are just a few words to describe what 

a great student Alex is," Robidou said. "He is always actively engaged in his learning 
and completes high-quality work."

 Alex also is consistently willing to offer a helping hand to both his teachers and 
peers. 

"When another student needs help on a math problem, Alex is the first one to go 
over and offer help," Robidou said. "He is an all-around outstanding student and 
person. I cannot wait to see what the future holds for Alex!” 

Alex loves to be at school rather than learning virtually because it is much simpler 
to learn in person, he said. Also, playing with his friends outside in the snow at recess 
and during gym class are the most memorable times of his experience in Stockbridge 
Community Schools. While he hasn’t been anywhere else, he has great friends and 
teachers here, Alex said. 

Excelling at math may come easily for this young man as his mother Lissa Avis 
is a math teacher at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School (and has even been touted as the 
best math teacher at any academic level by Stockbridge alumni). 

Alex says that his “mom has really influenced him by always encouraging and 
trying to do nice things for me.” Dad Andy and younger sister Rachel complete 
their family unit, with grandparents Larry and Holly Steffey also living close by in 
Stockbridge. He loves to spend time with his Grandma Avis playing pingpong, having 
picnics and sledding.

Reading is another favorite subject for Alex. He just finished the Shannon 
Messenger series, and his favorite books so far have been Rick Riordan’s Percy 
Jackson series. Alex likes action and adventure, which also may be evident as he was 

one of the managers for the 2020 Girls Varsity Cross Country season. He ran 5 miles in one practice and has a goal to run 
8 miles without stopping.

His ambitious short-term goal is to “reach the end of the year with the most Dojo Points ever in 
Mrs. Robidou’s class," he said. "You receive these points for participation, answering questions and 
helping out." 

In the future, Alex hopes to become a professional masseur and operate his own business.

White Oak Township 2021 March Board of Review meeting 
information

The White Oak Township Board of Review for March 2021 will be held by electronic remote 
access. Electronic remote access, in accordance with Michigan law, will be implemented in response 
to COVID-19 social distancing requirements and limitations on the number of individuals in indoor 
public gatherings. 

The public may participate in the meeting through electronic remote access via Zoom access by 
computer, smartphone/device using the following links with the corresponding date and times listed 
below: 
Monday, March 8, 2021 from 9am to 3pm
 join Zoom Meeting using the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4317682845?pwd=
SjlLc21LSHFCTW0rbm50ZVNQYlBRdz09
Meeting ID: 431 768 2845
Passcode: 838732

 Tuesday, March 9, 2021 from 3pm to 9pm
 join Zoom Meeting using the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4317682845?pwd=
SjlLc21LSHFCTW0rbm50ZVNQYlBRdz09
 Meeting ID: 431 768 2845 
 Passcode: 838732

 The public may also participate by landline phone or cell phone by calling the number below 
and then following the prompts to enter the Meeting ID number and then Passcode number: 

Phone Number: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Monday, March 8, 2021 from 9am to 3pm 
 Meeting ID: 431 768 2845
 Passcode: 838732

 Tuesday March 9, 2021 from 3pm to 9pm 
 Meeting ID: 431 768 2845
 Passcode: 838732

LETTERS OF APPEAL ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED
Please call CSZ Services at 989-292-4422 to make an appointment to the Zoom Board of 

Review.
White Oak Township letters of appeals may be dropped off at the White Oak Township located 

at 1002 S M 52 Webberville, or mail to CSZ Services PO Box 98 St Johns MI 48879 and must be 
received by March 6th, 2021.

You may email the petition and supporting documents to CSZSERVICES30@GMAIL.COM, 
please make sure your name address, phone number & email is on the petition for questions.
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The women of the Unadilla Township 
Fire Department provide a lifeline

Susan Bostian, Chief Wendy Hause, Shannon Beutler, 
Megan Larson. Photo provided by Judy Williams

by Judy Williams
In good weather and in 

bad, in the dead of night 
or day, the four women 
in the Unadilla Township 
Fire Department stand 
ready to serve their 
community and help 
those in need, whether 
they are making a call to 
fight a fire or wheeling 
out on a lifesaving 
medical run. Fire Chief 
Wendy Hause, Shannon 
Beutler, Susan Bostian, 
and Megan Larson are 

of differing backgrounds, ages, and interests, but all share a common goal: The four 
run toward trouble instead of away.

When asked why they undertake such a stressful and dangerous profession, the 
women gave similar answers. Bostion’s was short and to the point, “Because I know 
I can help in some way.”

Larson was quick to say, “We train for this. I don’t see the emergencies as 
trouble. All I see is someone who needs help, and I am an individual that cannot turn 
away when there’s something I can do.”

“Fortunately, we have heroes all across this great country that put the welfare 
of others above themselves every day,” Beutler added. “Not only do we have 
firefighters, we have the police, military and many other frontline workers.”

Chief Wendy Hause summed up her compatriots’ viewpoints when she added, 
“On what can be a person’s worst day of their lives, someone arriving to help is an 
enormous relief, whether it’s a car accident, a medical condition, or a fire situation. 
Our help is a lifeline to our citizens. All of us feel greatly satisfied when we know 
that we have helped a community member or their family.”

Throughout her life, Shannon Beutler has been committed to service. She spent 
three years in the Army serving our country and the past two years serving our local 
community. A member of the Unadilla Township’s Medical Response Division 
(MRD), Beutler’s main duty is focused on medical care, and she provides a needed 
service at fires as well. MRD personnel help monitor the health of firefighters, set up 
staging areas, and more. She is a licensed Emergency Medical Responder (EMR). 
Beutler, a mother of 5, hails originally from the Bay City area and moved to our 
community 15 years ago.

“As a mother of a large family, Beutler brings a vast array of experiences and 
knowledge to our department,” Chief Hause stated. “Those skills are invaluable. She 
is always eager to learn more and help wherever she can. She is a friend to all.”

The athletic and newly retired Susan Bostian is another member of the MRD. 
Bostian grew up in Redford Township, lived in South Lyon and moved to Unadilla 
Township 11 years ago. A member of the UTFD of less than two years, she earned 
her EMR certification in 2020. She plans to spend her retirement in service to her 
community as an MRD. 

“I have had a medical interest for years,” Bostian said. “Both of my kids are ICU 
nurses.” 

Chief Hause describes the cheerful, ambitious, Bostian as a person eager to learn 
more about the medical response service and who never hesitates to sign up for 
additional classes. “She’s compassionate and friendly to patients, a friend to all,” 
Hause said.

See Firefighters on page 14.

Writer, editor Ruth (Camp) Wellman 
kept community informed for decades 

Ruth (Camp) Wellman grew up in 
Stockbridge and was raised on a 
steady diet of journalism. Photo taken 
from Facebook

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Ruth (Camp) Wellman is a woman who knows 

the importance of words. 
For decades, she applied the lessons learned 

through the example of her mother, Charlotte 
Camp, to carry on the important work of 
keeping the local community informed through a 
newspaper. 

In fact, you might say Ruth, who grew up 
in Stockbridge, was raised on a steady diet of 
journalism.

Years ago, what was the Brief Sun became the 
Stockbridge Town Crier under Charlotte Camp’s 
editorial leadership. Then, Charlotte became the 
paper’s owner, and Ruth grew from childhood 
to adulthood immersed in news-reporting and 
publishing. Naturally, her words became standard 
fare on local newsprint pages, and, like her 
mother, she held positions of editor and owner of 
the Stockbridge Town Crier.

Growing up. Wellman, the daughter of 
Charlotte and Robert Camp, was born in 
December 1948 at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. Her 

parents had fled Germany and the Russian army's advancement during World War II. They 
settled in Austria, and there Charlotte met her future husband, Robert Camp, a staff sergeant 
in the U.S. Army.

The Camps moved to Stockbridge in 1948. Here they raised Ruth and her three siblings, 
David, Faye and Alex. Ruth graduated from Stockbridge High School in 1967 and earned a 
degree in education from Alma College in 1971.

Mother's example. As Charlotte Camp’s children grew older in the 1960s, she became a 
professional writer. About the time Ruth was graduating from high school, her mother was a 
writer for The Ingham County News and a special contributor to the Jackson Citizen Patriot 
and Detroit News.

Charlotte approached Jim Brown of the Ingham County News and suggested he buy 
the Stockbridge paper, the Brief Sun. Brown agreed, but only if Charlotte would commit to 
becoming its editor. The paper's name was changed to the Town Crier, and it was not long 
before Editor Charlotte Camp also became the owner.

For five years after receiving her college diploma, Ruth taught high school English, 
communications and history in Fowlerville schools. She also taught adult education in both 
the Webberville and Stockbridge school districts.

"During this time, my mom asked me to be the junior high and high school student 
reporter," Ruth recalled. "I also took ads and did odd jobs starting around 1976."

On March 3, 1996, Charlotte Camp passed away, leaving ownership of the paper to 
Ruth.

Carrying on. Ruth not only became owner and acting editor of the Town Crier, but she 
was also diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. She refused to allow the disease to curtail her 
activities or the performance of her duties at the paper, then located on Water Street in what 
was known as the old lumberyard.

She held her position until selling the newspaper in 2008. Then, she remained a year 
before bidding the newspaper farewell and announcing her retirement in June 2009.

"Controversy came with territory," were the words she lived by and her mother followed 
throughout her career, Ruth said.

Today Ruth enjoys spending her days reading, and she belongs to a book discussion 
group at the Stockbridge Branch of the Capital Area District Library.

Prior to COVID-19 restrictions, Ruth enjoyed joining locals for the seniors' luncheons at 
the Township Hall, and she hopes they can soon resume this activity.

Quilting is another of Ruth's pleasurable pastimes, and she spends hours making lap 
quilts for the Crazy Quilters. Last Christmas, the group delivered 40 beautiful lap quilts to 
assisted-living facilities.

See Camp on page 14.
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Mother, homemaker, and state prison 
corrections officer, Donna Stephens 
has lived it all

Donna Kathryn Wilson Stephens 
grew up in Stockbridge, and her 
life experiences could fill a book. 
Photo provided by Judy Williams

by Judy Williams
Throughout life, we encounter many people, but 

few as amazing as Donna Kathryn Wilson Stephens. 
The experiences of this 94-years-young lady could fill 
a book. Day One, after her birth in Mercy Hospital, 
Jackson, Mich., in July 1926, baby Stephens was 
inadvertently left too long in a hot car when her 
father stopped for gasoline on the way home from the 
hospital. The funny Stephens grins and adds, “What a 
way to start life!”

 “I grew up on my family’s farm in Fitchburg,” 
the feisty Stephens stated. “As the oldest girl in the 
family of six kids, I had many chores. I had to feed 
calves and chickens and get the family breakfast 
before school.” After school, Stephens had indoor 
chores to do, and “during the summer, I used to drive 
a horse to bale hay.”

“Chores didn’t stop at home,” recalled Stephens, 
a student of Fitchburg’s (K-8) one-room schoolhouse. 
“We had to carry in the water that we pumped from 

the well and wood for the stove. It was exciting when they remodeled the schoolhouse and 
added water and an indoor bathroom. During the remodeling, the students moved into our 
house for school,” Stephens laughed. “Home schooling, the old-fashioned way.” 

One memory at Fitchburg school stands out above all others. Two young men from 
Jackson tried to kidnap Miss Walker, their teacher. Under threat of a pistol pointed at her by 
one of the men, the teacher ran out of the school building and into the second man, who was 
attempting to start her car. The screams of one of the pupils alerted nearby neighbors and 
frightened the kidnappers away.

From Fitchburg’s elementary, Stephens went on to attend Stockbridge High School. 
Here, she met the love of her life when a romantic interest was sparked. She, a cheerleader 
was watching basketball-star George Stephens and Bud Young shoot baskets in the school 
gymnasium. Someone decided that the shooter who shot the most baskets got to kiss Donna. 
George won the contest and Donna’s heart.

She graduated high school in 1944 and went on to complete a general studies program 
offered by the MSU Extension for Rural Graduates. 

She and George were married May 29, 1945, and a shared a life together for 59 years. 
Stephens considers her greatest accomplishment to be her family of five children, seven 

grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. “She is the matriarch of the family.” Daughter 
Linda Stephens grins and says, “The rights to this title bestows her permission to freely give 
all and any advice and wisdom, no matter your age.” In all seriousness, Linda added, “Mom 
is generous, loving, and supportive. She is the center of attention.” 

Due to COVID-19, Donna Stephens has started using an iPad. She rocks email, 
HouseParty, and Zoom. She YouTubes her Methodist Church Service every week. She is 
curious, ready to learn new things, and willing to try anything once.

Some of the most difficult times in Stephen’s life occurred as the result of WII’s 
rationing, blackouts, and sacrifices made by families. Another time of great trial arose when 
her son, George, contracted polio and then rheumatic fever. The doctor had her massage her 
son’s paralyzed legs, the only treatment he thought might work. During this same time, three 
of Stephens' other children also fell ill with polio. Thankfully, all recovered completely. 

Son George’s deployment to Viet Nam was another distressing time for the usually 
upbeat Stephens. Looking back, Stephens can smile and share her belief for handling 
adversity. “Don’t feel sorry for yourself. Just get up and keep trying. Thinking of others will 
get your mind off yourself.”

The competent Stephens has had numerous jobs from farm work to factory to corrections 
officer. In 1967, with her family mostly grown, she became the first woman corrections 
officer at the Jackson State Prison (JSP). She earned a host of honors in this job, among 
them a Certificate of Recognition for her kindness and professionalism toward the Hispanic 
Community and a Certificate of Appreciation from William Session for her professionalism 
when assisting the FBI. 

See Stephens on page 14.

Katharine Dexter McCormick: A 
remarkable Michigan woman…pretty 
much lost to history

Katharine Dexter McCormick, born 
in Dexter, Mich., was one of the 
first females to graduate from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Photo pulled from Wikipedia.com

by Chuck Wisman
What woman, born near Stockbridge, Mich., 

was one of the first females to graduate from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 
science and experienced a lifetime of tragedy? 
Hint: She was a leading, a national suffragette 
and proponent for gender equality, wealthy 
beyond belief, and a generous philanthropist 
throughout her life. Need more? This woman 
singlehandedly funded the development of the 
first oral contraceptive for women in the 1950s. If 
you failed to guess Katharine Dexter McCormick, 
you’re not alone. This remarkable local woman, 
who lived 1875 to 1967, remains relatively 
unknown.

Katharine Dexter, granddaughter of Sam 
Dexter, the founder of the village of Dexter, was 
born at her grandparents’ home in Dexter. Sam 
Dexter was also the first county court justice and 
later became a University of Michigan regent. The 
still-standing family home, referred to as Gordon 
Hall, is located just off Dexter-Pinckney Road. 

Katharine grew up in Chicago. There her 
father was a prominent attorney with a reputation 

for winning high-profile, criminal cases and assisting the poor. At age 14, her father died 
of a heart attack, and then four years later, her brother succumbed to meningitis. As a 
result, Katherine gravitated toward a career in medicine. After three years of preparatory 
work specifically required of her as a woman, the bright and precocious young woman was 
accepted into the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, no small feat considering that 
in the first half of the 19th century, only a minority of American children, both girls and 
boys, spent any meaningful time in a classroom. An even smaller minority received any 
secondary education. For girls in particular, the emphasis was on a "ladylike atmosphere" 
and "cultivation." The first woman in the U.S. to graduate with an engineering degree 
occurred in 1876. 

Katharine wasn’t sheepish. According to MIT Technology Review (2/22/2011), “In 
1899, Katharine Dexter walked through the cool marble halls (of MIT) as a full-fledged 
student—and soon proved her willingness to challenge authority. Women at MIT were 
required to wear hats at all times, and fashion favored ones adorned with long, dangling 
feathers. But that style provided a dangerous combination with the fire and fumes of 
chemistry labs. To the ire of the department, she not only defied her professors by coming to 
class hatless but upped the ante, saying that no woman should be required to wear a hat in 
any class. The chemistry department finally repealed the rule on the grounds of safety.” She 
graduated with a biology degree from MIT in 1904. 

The same year Katharine graduated from MIT, she married Stanley McCormick, heir 
to the International Harvester fortune. Although Stanley graduated with honors from 
Princeton, he developed schizophrenia, a severe form of mental illness, within two years 
of their marriage. He was repeatedly hospitalized for his illness and, at times, extreme 
behavior. Throughout, Katharine remained steadfast in her support of her husband. But 
conflicts arose between her and the McCormick family regarding his care. Ultimately, 
Stanley was housed at one of the McCormick estates near Montecito, Calif. The two-story, 
8,000-square-foot home was described as a “gilded cage” with a patient of one and a crew 
of 50 maintenance people, gardeners, and Stanley’s attendants. 

During Katharine’s time at MIT, she took up the cause of women’s suffrage and became 
the first woman from MIT to join the College Equal Suffrage League, an organization 
promoting suffrage sentiment among college-age women. From there she progressed to 
field organizing with other women eliciting support for voting rights in various towns and 
cities as part of the National American Women’s Suffrage Association. She attended and/or 
spoke at 97 such meetings. 

See McCormick on page 14.
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Megan Larson, the youngest of the ladies, grew up in the Pinckney area. As a child, 
she had the misfortune of needing help from first responders multiple times. “Every time 
the first responders would show up, they would go out of their way to make sure that 
my siblings and I were safe and OK,” Larson stated. “I want to be that person for my 
community.” Larson continued, “I have many family members that are first responders, an 
uncle that’s a police officer, and my grandfather was a firefighter. I guess service just kind 
of runs in my genes.” 

“Larson is an energetic, full-of-enthusiasm young woman who is living her dream,” 
praised Chief Hause. “She never hesitates to volunteer for duties around the firehouse and 
is dedicated to learning all that she can.”

Chief Hause’s gender makes her a member of an elite group of fire chiefs. Of more 
than 29,000 fire departments across the U.S., only 70 have female chiefs. As a Girl Scout 
in Detroit, Hause visited a fire station and decided she wanted to be a firefighter. She was 
immediately set straight. “Girls do not become firefighters,” she was told. Thankfully, she 
refused to let those word stop her. 

In January 2019, after UTFD’s Fire Chief Mark Schroeder fell seriously ill, Hause was 
appointed the acting fire chief. Feb. 1, 2020, she took on the position as Unadilla Township 
fire chief. 

“This job has been full of opportunities to learn more,” the smiling, energetic Hause 
said. “The men of the Livingston County fire chiefs have been incredibly helpful and 
supportive in helping me learn more about leading the way on different types of calls, 
especially fire situations. Their help has been awesome.”

A common thread among these four women is a supportive family. Each commented 
that the support and encouragement from her family has helped her in her role as an 
emergency responder.

Lastly, the ladies willingly share pieces of advice for young girls: Follow your dreams. 
With hard work you can achieve them. Don’t be afraid to fail. Find a career that you love, 
and you’ll never hate going to work.

Clearly, regardless of their gender, these four individuals serve as inspirations and role 
models to young and old, male and female.

Firefighters page 12

A memorable moment. "Teaching adult education for me is my biggest achievement 
and reward in life," Ruth said. "I am still today in touch with some of my students, one 
even living here in my apartment complex."

She recalls the time her most memorable student—her father—received his diploma.
Having joined the Army during WWII, Robert Camp, like so many other young men of 

the time did not complete his education and graduate with his classmates.
With this in mind, Ruth spoke with Community Education Director Meredith Hannah 

to see if her father could take his General Educational Development test. Passing the test 
would allow him to receive his GED diploma and walk with that year's adult education 
graduates.

"We wanted to surprise my mom, bringing in the last of dad's living relatives and my 
siblings," Ruth said. "This was hard, as she always attended my adult education graduation 
ceremonies.”

"It was going so well. We were seated waiting for the class to walk when Gary Cornish 
Sr. leaned forward, whispering to my mom, 'I didn't know your husband was graduating!' 
revealing the surprise."

Family legacy. Today, the Camp family continues its legacy of informing the 
community. The Camp children provided start-up funds for the Stockbridge Community 
News. With a generous donation at the platinum level from the Charlotte and Robert Camp 
Memorial Endowment Fund, the family is helping to keep a local newspaper in the area.

When asked if she had any words of wisdom for the community, Ruth shared her own 
work, "Camp's Words of Wisdom," commemorating the values instilled in her by her 
parents and shared within the following words of U.S. District Judge Robert Holmes Bell:

“The Camps cared deeply for Stockbridge. They wanted the community to be 
successful in everything it did. They wanted the government to run well and expected 
nothing less than complete integrity from government officials.

"They were politically 'incorrect' enough to insist some things are inherently wrong, 
and bad, not only for those doing it but for all of us as well and had forthrightness to say 
what they thought.

"The Camps left Stockbridge a better place than they found it, so should we redouble 
our efforts in order that our children and community can benefit from our efforts to 
improve the lives and environment of those around us."

Camp page 12

In special recognition of Stephens’ merits, the 1988 graduation class of corrections 
officers was named after her. To this day, she grins as she recollects the praise and cheers 
she received from the class after her speech to them.

“There’s no one decision that has changed the path of my life,” Stephens said. 
“Whatever comes your way, you have to be flexible by working hard and never giving up. 
Determination, humor, and a lot of moxie have directed my life.” 

The youthful Stephens offered one last piece of advice as the interview drew to a close. 
“Have patience and listen more.”

* In the coming April edition, read about the 1975 Helicopter Escape, the 1981 
Jackson Prison riot, and more as seen through the eyes of Donna Stephens, the first female 
corrections officer at the Jackson State Prison.  

Stephens page 13

At one point, when the police forbade women from congregating on the beach near 
Boston, Katharine and her cohorts simply left the beach and spoke while knee deep in 
the water with their suffrage banners flying. She became a leading speaker for women’s 
suffrage and developed a fearless attitude toward hecklers. 

In 1920, the 19th Amendment passed and provided women equal voting rights. 
Katharine then became the first vice president of the League of Women Voters. 
Subsequently, she also became an ardent advocate for a woman’s right to contraception 
and for women in science. 

The federal Comstock Act of 1873 prevented the mailing of “any article or thing 
designed or intended for the prevention of conception or procuring of abortion as well 
as any form of contraceptive information.” Many individual states also passed laws 
preventing the sale or distribution of contraceptive devices or even the dissemination 
of information about contraception. In response, Katharine became an ardent and vocal 
advocate for a woman’s right to information on and access to contraception. She even went 
so far as to smuggle personally thousands of birth control devices past U.S. Customs in her 
luggage as she traveled internationally.

Because of various state laws prohibiting research into contraception and many 
religious prohibitions against contraception, funding was unavailable for the development 
of an oral contraceptive. 

Again, Katharine stepped forward. In 1953, she personally funded a $2 million grant to 
Drs. Pincus and Rock for the development of the first successful oral contraceptive. 

Gordon Hall houses a secret room under its front porch that many believe was used as 
part of the Underground Railroad, smuggling slaves to freedom. In 1934, the home was 
determined to be one of the oldest and most historic buildings in Michigan. In 1950, after 
completing renovations and making Gordon Hall habitable, Katharine gifted her home, 
located at 8341 Island Lake Road in Dexter, to the University of Michigan. The University 
gutted the hall of much of its interior finish and divided it into apartments. 

Gordon Hall was designated a Michigan State Historic Site in 1958 and listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1972. In 2005, the university sold Gordon Hall 
to the Dexter Area Historical Society for $1.5 million. Today, DAHS is endeavoring to 
renovate the estate, often hosting events and opening the building to weddings in order to 
raise funds for the building’s rehabilitation.

Subsequent to her death, Katharine was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame in 1998 and the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame in 2000. She may not be well 
known, but women around the world benefit from her efforts to this day.

McCormick page 13

Greenway investigated further and found a blurb and picture of the cards. “It 
matched mine,” she said, so she took it to the bank and cashed it in for the full 
amount. 

Greenway said, “You have to pick a PIN using the phone number on the card 
before you cash or use it.” She also had to show her driver's license.

Wording on the back page of card’s accompanying paperwork initially 
prompted Greenway to suspect the card wasn’t authentic. “It lists the fees you may 
pay by using ATM machines,” she cautioned.

Turned out, the card was real, brightening Greenway’s gray winter day. “Three 
months and a week ’til the market opens on the square, and we have music to fill 
our ears and souls again!” she smiled.

Stimulus page 1
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Article by Mary Jo David
Community is more than just the folks you meet around town, in shops, in church, or on nearby walking trails. Nowadays community for 

many people extends to the internet. Congratulations to the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority (SDDA) for recognizing this 
and harnessing the potential of online crowdsourcing for one of its recent successes—the Bridge to the Future COVID-19 Relief Fund.

“Crowdsourcing is the practice of engaging a ‘crowd’ or group for a common goal…Thanks to our growing connectivity, it is now easier 
than ever for individuals to collectively contribute.” Source: crowdsourcingweek.com.

In mid-July, the SDDA unveiled its Bridge to the Future COVID-19 Relief Fund. Donors visited the SDDA’s crowdsourcing site, hosted 
online by patronicity.com, to pledge donations. To keep the momentum alive, some fund-matching took place between individuals and 
businesses, which helped boost the fund. By mid-August, with the help of more than 40 donors, the COVID-19 Relief Fund had met its 
fundraising goal. Donations ranged from $2 to $550.

SDDA crowdfunding grant initiative empowers community 
support for local Stockbridge businesses 

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

Meanwhile, business owners located in the Stockbridge DDA district who had 
been negatively affected by the pandemic were encouraged to apply for COVID-19 
Relief Fund grants of up to $1,000 each. The grants were targeted to those businesses 
offering in-person contact such as salons, restaurants, retailers, and other service-
oriented businesses.

As part of the process, applicants were asked to provide a brief description of their 
intended use for the funds, changes they made to help sustain their business during 
the crisis, and a comparison of their gross revenues from the first two quarters of 2019 
versus 2020.

The following Stockbridge businesses were awarded grants through the program:
• BA Sports (aka: Bear Affair, Inc.)
• Stockbridge Barber Shop
• Country Petals
• Sandy’s Sew Terrific
• American Legion
• Jerrold’s Quality Flooring*
    *Grant is in the works.
See Crowdsourcing on page 20. 

Three of the six recipients of the SDDA’s Bridge to the Future COVID-19 Relief 
Fund grants (l-r): Sandy’s Sew Terrific – Photo credit Facebook.com, Jerrold’s 
Quality Flooring (projected recipient) – Photo credit Facebook.com, and BA 
Sports (aka: Bear Affair) – Photo provided by Judi Cook. Recipients not pictured: 
Stockbridge Barber Shop, Country Petals, and American Legion Mackinder-Glenn 
Post 510.
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Bridge to Wellness
Spring is coming: March can be a good time to start exercising and relieve some stress

by Gary Hicks
March 2021 and we’re inching closer to spring. We have been stuck in the house, for the most part, due to weather issues and restrictions. 

Now is a good time to address how we can relieve a little stress. 
Stress is basically the body’s reaction to change. When something occurs that causes a person to alter the way they normally function, any 

adjustments made could cause emotional and/or physical tension. This tension could manifest itself in the form of agitation, frustration, or 
anger. If stress is left un-addressed for extended periods, it could lead to serious health issues such as high blood pressure, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

Exercise is a very good way to relieve some forms of stress. It elevates the heart rate, and releases endorphins into the brain. Endorphins 
are hormones which make you feel a sense of joy and pleasure. They are often referred to as the “happy hormones.” Scientists believe that it 
only takes about 30 minutes of exercise per day, five days per week, to get stress-relieving benefits. There is no need to work out till you drop. 
Some of the best exercises are walking, jogging, bike riding, dancing, swimming, and aerobic activities.

Gary Hicks

Monthly Fitness Challenge: For the month of March, walk for 1 mile Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Perform the routine below on Tuesday and Thursday.   
One time through this routine equals one set. Perform three sets, allowing two-three minutes rest between each set. Use light weights for the arm curls and shoulder 
press. If you do not have weights, use books, water bottles, or shoes.

1) One minute - March in place. Make sure to let your arms swing. Step lightly, trying not to stomp your feet. This will help to protect your joints.
2) One minute - Bicep curls (With a weight in each hand, rest elbows at your sides. Keeping the elbows at your sides, bend your arms bringing the weight towards 

the shoulders. Lower the weight back to the start position.)
3) One minute - Shoulder press (Hold the weights by your shoulders with your palms facing forward. Push the weight upward and above your head. Slowly return 

to the start position.)
4) 30 seconds - Seated flutter kicks (reference February ab exercises)
5) 30 seconds - Chair squats (Stand in front of chair with feet out wide. Slowly lower to the seated position then slowly rise back to the standing position. Repeat for 

30 seconds.)
6) 30 seconds - Calf raises (While standing, hold on to a chair or wall for balance and slowly lift heels off the floor so that you are standing on the balls of your feet. 

Slowly lower heels back to the floor. Repeat this movement for 
30 seconds.)

Be sure to let others know how you are progressing by commenting on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.
Author Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a passion for fitness, has over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial arts instruction, and police academy 

instruction.
This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. The intention of introducing new workouts each month is to give variety and reduce boredom. 

Introducing multiple techniques and exercises lets you latch on to what you enjoy. 
Remember, if you have health challenges that could hamper your ability to exercise, 
check with your doctor before taking on a new exercise regimen.

Upcoming wellness coalition-sponsored programs open to all:
• Winter Warm Up program sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield & Playmakers 

and brought to Stockbridge in conjunction with the Stockbridge Library and 
SAWC. The eight-week program includes at least one weekly Zoom session 
and daily workout calendar. Online sessions started in February and run weekly 
through March, finishing with a 5K Fun Run/Walk event at Hawk Island Park 
on March 28, 2021. Learn more and register at www.MIBluesPerspectives.com/
BlueCrossWinterWarmUp.

• Practical Cooking with a Pro – class taught by Jackie Scheller and organized 
by Stockbridge Community Outreach to help students learn how to cook delicious, 
economical and satisfying meals and learn some marketable kitchen skills. 

See Wellness on page 19. 
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Obituaries

Joseph S. Sysol
Feb. 22, 1939 to Feb. 3, 2021

Joseph S. Sysol, age 81, of Gregory, MI, 
passed away on Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 
surrounded by loved ones. He was born in Detroit, 
MI on February 22, 1939, son of Stanley J. and 
Clara (Sinskowski) Sysol. He married Joyce B. 
Thompson, and she preceded him in death in 2007. 
Joseph lived in the Gregory area for over 50 years. 
He attended the Unadilla Presbyterian Church and 
was proud to be the mayor of Unadilla. Joseph liked 
to hunt, fish, and go camping up north. He was 
a member of the Detroit Teamsters & Carpenter 
Union, and he did both asphalt and construction 
work. He is survived by his children, John (Maggie) 
Sysol of Onsted, Jeff (Karen) Sysol of Michigan 
Center, Jodi (Thomas) McCoy of Manchester, 

and James (Amy) Sysol of Michigan Center; 14 grandchildren and almost four 
great-grandchildren; as well as brothers, Doug Sysol of Colorado and Fred Sysol 
of Detroit, and sister, Carolin Sysol Davis of Tennessee. A visitation was held on 
Sunday, February 7, 2021, noon until 1 p.m., at Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Chelsea. The memorial service and burial were private. Expressions of sympathy 
may be made in Joseph’s name to the Unadilla Presbyterian Church.

Joseph S. Sysol

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · William (Bill) E. Bush Jr. - died Feb. 2, 2021 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Larry J. White
Jan. 30, 1946 to Feb. 8, 2021

Larry J. White, age 75, of Stockbridge, MI 
passed away at his home on February 8, 2021. He 
was born in Tecumseh, MI on January 30, 1946, the 
son of Curtis and Dorene (Glenn) White. Larry had 
lived in the Stockbridge area most of his life. He 
graduated from Michigan State University in 1968, 
and was a math teacher, mentor, and coach for many 
years.

He enjoyed sports, coaching basketball, baseball, 
and he ran the summer Rec. League. He also enjoyed 
being outdoors and walking, as well as reading, 
writing, and journaling. Jesus was an important 
part of Larry’s life, and he was a member of the 
Stockbridge Presbyterian Church, where he served as 
an Elder. He enjoyed spending time with his family, 

especially his grandkids, and he was a dedicated caregiver to his mother, Dorene, 
who survives him.

He is also survived by five children, Brian (Michelle) White of Garden City, 
Mary "Betsey" Tallon of Chicago, Alyssa (Eric) Lofquist-Ward of Colorado 
Springs, Lara (Daniel) Jacobs of Galesburg, MI, and Noah (Evelyn) Lofquist of 
Huntsville, AL; ten grandchildren, and one great-grandchild; siblings: Richard 
(Melissa Barnard) White of Midland, Sally (Bill) Layton of Colorado Springs, and 
Barb (Steve) Van Dyke of Mason; as well as several nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his father, and his second wife, Amilyn (Stuteville) White.

Visitation will be at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home on Sunday, February 14, 
2021 from 1-4 p.m. Funeral directors are following current Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services guidelines for COVID-19; those attending will be 
instructed accordingly, and masks must be worn. Funeral services will be private. 
He will be laid to rest at Lakeview Cemetery in Whitmore Lake. Those wishing 
to make a memorial contribution in Larry’s name may do so to the Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church.

Larry J. White

James Carpenter
Feb. 5, 1936 to Feb. 12, 2021

James Carpenter, of Stockbridge, MI, age 85, 
passed away at his home on February 12, 2021. He 
was born in Royalton, KY on February 5, 1936, the 
son of Ollie and Delma (Long) Carpenter. 

He had lived in the Stockbridge area his 
entire life. Jim worked for the Department of 
Public Works for 15 years, and he owned his 
own excavating company, Jim Carpenter & Son 
Excavating, as well as a local archery business, J.C. 
Archery. 

Jim enjoyed spending time out of doors, hunting 
and gardening, and spending time with his family. 
He also dabbled in oil painting and model airplanes. 
In addition, he served as a 4-H leader, and he loved 

the rodeo and training horses in his younger years. 
On January 17, 1970, he married Mary K. Shackelford in Stockbridge, MI, 

and she survives. Also surviving are three children: Russell Carpenter of Florida, 
Sandra Fore of North Carolina, and Kerri (Jason) Allen of Stockbridge; eight 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren; one sister, Lois Clark of Parma. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, son-in-law, Michael Fore, sister and brother-
in-law, Peggy (Danny) Smith, brother-in-law, Leonard Clark, and grandson, 
Christopher Fore.

Cremation has taken place. A Graveside Service will be held at Oaklawn 
Cemetery at a later date. Those wishing to make a memorial contribution in Jim’s 
name may do so to the Stockbridge Area Emergency Services Authority (SAESA). 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

James Carpenter

Micheal Andrew Debozy
Jan. 27, 1971 to Feb. 17, 2021

Micheal Andrew Debozy, Mike, to those who 
knew him, unexpectedly passed, on Wednesday, 
February 17, 2021, at the age of 50.

Born on January 27, 1971, to Maggie and 
Chuck Debozy, Mike was one of four children. 
In a household born of love and affection, with a 
solid grounding in respect which later became the 
backbone of how he raised his own children. 

Blessed with three children, the oldest being his 
adopted son, Tyler, and followed shortly after by his 
son, Jeff, and daughter, Julianna. Mike has instilled 
a love of sports and competition fostered from his 
school days playing baseball and basketball for 
Huron High School where he graduated from in 1989.

Always quick with a joke, Mike felt that life was 
best lived to the fullest. Even though he had health issues as recent as 2012, he 
never let it get him down. A giving father and friend, Mike would always ensure 
that his family was taken care of. He would often go above and beyond, even 
before thinking of himself. 

Mike was preceded in death by his father and his brother, Jeffery Debozy. He 
is also survived by his mother, Margaret Debozy, sisters, Julie (Jamie) Conley and 
Dawn Banks.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Bobcean Funeral Home. Visitation 
will be at Saint John’s Lutheran Church in Waltz MI, on Tuesday, February 23, 
2021 from 12pm to 2pm. With the funeral immediately following, officiated by 
Reverend Kyle E. Jones. A private family burial will follow at Michigan Memorial 
Park Cemetery. 

 In lieu of flowers, contributions in his memory may be made to the family, St. 
John's Lutheran Church, Waltz, MI or Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Chelsea, MI. 

Masks are required to be worn during visitation at Church. 

Micheal Andrew Debozy
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A word of explanation, and an invitation
Welcome to the premiere of “Tales from our 50-year residents,” a series SCN hopes will warm your heart 

and perhaps inspire you to share a tale of your own. Whether you grew up in the area or transplanted here 
some time ago, whether you are 19 or 90, no doubt a local experience stands out in your mind. A memorable 
event? A story you tell your friends about growing up or living in the area? 

Now is your opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingertips to keyboard) and share a fond memory.
Guidelines? Nothing rude or crude or lewd, please. SCN reserves the right to edit and revise, or to decline 

to publish. Shoot for 300 to 400 words in length. Accompanying photos with dates and captions will make 
great additions. SCN’s deadline is the 15th of each month. We’ll plan to publish stories as long as readers keep 
sending them. Please email Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com, subject line: Tales, or mail your story to 
SCN, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

We at SCN hope you enjoy reading these trips down Memory Lane. May they awaken your inner child and 
trigger fond memories of your own.

Childhood best friends Larry Cobb, dog Bozo, and 
Alex Weddon on the farm just north of Stockbridge, 
from 1966. Photo by Willah Weddon, Women's News 
Bureau

Blackbirds and Mallo 
Cup money

by Alex 
Weddon

A few 
weeks after the 
start of a new 
school year, 
blackbirds 
start to fly 
overhead in 
ever-growing 
numbers, a sure 
sign that fall 
is just a cold 
wind away in 
Michigan. One 
Saturday of my 
early ninth-
grade year, 
neighbor Larry 
Cobb and I 
were riding 

our bikes to town in search of candy and classmates. Directly above 
us, a flock of chattering, red-winged blackbirds flitted southbound in a 
narrow, barrel-like formation that undulated across the cool blue sky, 
furling with the wind.

We stopped at our intersection to determine just how big of a flock 
it was. It stretched as far as we could see. We mounted our bikes to ride 
south beneath the birds. It was always a gamble to ride into town with 
no money, hoping to collect enough roadside empties to stake us to a 
pop and candy bar. I needed six empty pop bottles to have enough for 
a Mallo Cup and a Coke. The milk-chocolate Mallo cup was packaged 
with collectible coins printed on a cardboard square. I planned to save 
up the required 500 “cents” to mail away for a free box of 10.

We were always on the lookout for bottles, dead bugs, and roadkill. 
Any sighting stimulated a change in conversation.

“See those coons up there?” Larry asked with a nod as he banked his 
bike into a corner ahead of me. A sun-swollen raccoon and three smaller 
ones came into view. I coasted to a stop for a better look.

“The mama got hit, and her babies stayed by and got run over, too,” 
he relayed from beyond the site of the massacre.

See Mallo on page 21.

Growing up in the Stockbridge area: 
A 1950s lookback

A Civil War statue erected to honor those who 
served. Behind stands the Township Hall. Image 
pulled from internet search

by Ron Kaiser
Stockbridge was a great place to grow up. 

Perhaps longer-term residents will also remember 
the places and events below that created lasting 
childhood memories.

 ONE-ROOM MCCALL SCHOOL stood 
on the corner of Leeke Road and Michigan 
92 and was torn down when Michigan 52 was 
constructed. I attended there through the fifth 
grade. The day always started with the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. We pumped 
and carried our water, used outhouses, and all 
classes for K-6 were taught by the same teacher. 
We always were excited when evangelist Mr. 

Goodman visited.
FARM LIFE meant Cub Scouts, FFA and country roads. In 4-H, even though we Stockbridgers 

attended the same school, those who lived on the southside of M-52 were Busy Beavers and 
participated in the Jackson County Fair; the north side of M-52 belonged to the Happy Hustlers, and 
these youth attended the Ingham County Fair. Smith Elementary served kindergarten through sixth 
graders, while the old high school on Elizabeth Street held classes for grades seven through 12.

SUNDAY SCHOOL at St. Jacob's Lutheran Church.
STOCKBRIDGE BUSINESSES in the 1950s included Fran’s Dress Shop, Asquith’s Jewelry 

Shop and Watch Repair and C.W. Glenn Chevrolet-Buick in the W.G. Reeves building downtown. 
Stanfield Brothers grocery featured Bill at the meat counter, singing along to songs playing on the 
radio and telling funny stories. Tom, found in the front of the store, often amazed small children by 
making the groceries “move” at the checkout. 

In DANCER’S DEPARTMENT STORE (now Stockbridge Pharmacy), a student could find all 
his or her back to school clothes. BUT, the store’s downstairs was devoted to toys and games, and 
my American Flyer train set and Erector Set came from there. Then, as now, the Masonic Lodge and 
Eastern Stars met above the space that was Dancer’s.

BROWN’S DRUG STORE was the place to buy prescriptions and personal items, and also 
where to find boxes for building AMT Model Car Kits. C&L Auto Supply was a store with many 
attractions and accessories for bikes. The old hotel on the corner housed Lee Turney’s Restaurant on 
the main floor. 

GROCERIES GALLORE. At Lacy Watson’s Grocery and Wilde’s Supermarket (in different 
buildings) offered personal service. At Wilde’s, a shopper could get a little loaf of Wonder Bread for 
less than a quarter and purchase 45-rpm vinyl records. 

See Lookback on page 20.
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Free, but space is limited. Call Outreach at 517-851-7285 to register. Next session 
starts April 12 and meets weekly on Monday afternoons or evenings for six weeks.

• Open Air Market of Stockbridge’s Indoor Market is on March 13, featuring eight 
vendors. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Back Street Building, 118 N. Center, Stockbridge. (Another 
sale is planned for April 10). Open Air Market returns to the Stockbridge town square 
Friday, May 7, 4 to 7 p.m.

• Powerful Tools for Caregivers free workshop via Zoom, Thursday, April 15 – May 20, 
2021, 1 to 2:30 p.m. To register, call Tri-County Office on Aging at 517-887-1465 or email 

Christine at histedc@tcoa.org. Focuses on self-care, decision-making, 
and dealing with your own feelings of anger, guilt and depression. 
This workshop is funded by SAWC and the 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition, which meets either by Zoom or in Room 108 at the 
Stockbridge Activity Center on the third Thursday each month at 5:30 
p.m. Check out www.5healthytowns.org for more info.

Wellness page 16



March 2021Stockbridge Community News20

Sandy Haubrich of Sandy’s Sew Terrific, 124 E. Main St., Ste. C, Stockbridge, 
was tremendously appreciative of the funds she received, which she put toward rent, 
utilities, and insurance. “It was a great help, especially timed like it was near the 
holidays,” Haubrich noted. “I get it. COVID has a lot of people too scared to get 
out and shop—especially older people. As a result, our small businesses are taking 
a hit.” Her business closed temporarily in the early part of the pandemic to comply 
with regulations and to enable her to care for an elderly uncle. “I want to thank the 
DDA and those who contributed to the grants. Without both, some businesses might 
not have been able to stay open.”

Likewise, Jerrold Bivins of Jerrold’s Quality Flooring, 116 E. Main St., 
Stockbridge, is grateful for the grant his business will be receiving. He’d like to use 
the funds toward some renovations to the building where he has lived and conducted 
business since 1991. COVID-19 had a profound impact on Bivins, not just during 
the 12 weeks his business was closed due to the state mandate, but more so with the 
loss of his wife, Lois, who died of COVID-19 in November 2020 after moving to a 
rehab facility to recover from a broken hip. 

A member and past president of the SDDA, Bivins has long been an enthusiastic 
resident of Stockbridge, and he appreciates the support the COVID-19 Relief Fund 
received from the SDDA and donors. “Without the small businesses—the shops, 
the post office, the bars and restaurants—a town can quickly turn into a ghost town. 
Whatever Lois and I could do in our town, we did. Whatever I can buy here, I do. 
It’s important for people to try to support our town if they can.” 

The state shutdown on events like gymnastics and volleyball tournaments has 
had a major impact on Judi Cook of BA Sports, 122 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge. 
She has been selling custom apparel at sporting events, beginning with gymnastics 
competitions, for 32 years. 

Even with such an extensive business history under her belt, nothing prepared 
Cook for the impact state-mandated sporting restrictions would have on her 
business; BA Sports was basically closed down for 10 months. During that time, 
she did her best to adapt to the situation by selling masks and plants and offering 
gardening services. Since January, BA Sports is back in business at sporting events, 
but it’s been challenging as these planned activities are sometimes canceled at the 
last minute due to the pandemic. 

Cook plans to put her SDDA COVID-19 Relief Fund grant toward paying for 
architectural designs to repair an indoor wall at the Clinton Street building she owns. 

Overwhelmed by the generosity of community members who contributed to the 
relief fund, Cook said, “It makes my heart feel so good. This was one of the nicest 
things the community has done for me. It has really made me feel like I belong 
here.” 

The pandemic has not dampened Cook’s enthusiasm for future business potential 
in Stockbridge. She cites the support she has received through the SDDA and the 
local Chamber of Commerce and ends with, “I really think I can help make a big 
difference in Stockbridge. I am so excited for what’s coming.” She adds, “Stay 
tuned,” as she looks forward to ways she can give back to the community.

Ask Daryl Anderson, SDDA chair, and any of the business owners who benefited 
from the Bridge to the Future COVID-19 Relief Fund, and they all credit Geri 
Uihlein, SDDA vice chair—and her enthusiasm—for much of the program’s 
success. 

“Stockbridge is made up of good people, people who care,” stated Anderson, who 
added, “but in addition to the donors, this grant effort could not have been a success 
without all of Geri’s hard work. She put her heart and soul into this.”

Uihlein takes a much more modest stance, underscoring what a privilege it was 
for the SDDA to be able to help and support local business during the uncertainty 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. “The true heroes are the folks who saw the benefit and 
value in helping to put together the monies that were needed to potentially keep 
Stockbridge businesses afloat,” Uihlein remarked. “Coming out of the pandemic, 
the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority will strive to lock arms with our 
local businesses to continue to do what we can to help them be successful moving 
forward.”

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She 
and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.
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Bradshaw’s grocery, further north on Main Street where the post office and parking lot 

now stand, offered its own unique ambiance and array of wonders. (See Alex Weddon's 
"Blackbirds and Mallo Cup money" on page 18.)

HARDWARE AND FURNITURE. Stroll east along Main Street, and a shopper came to 
a treasure trove of all things tool, the hardware store. Next door, Milner’s Furniture Store, 
later Caskey’s Furniture, smelled of fresh upholstery and wood. 

BEAUTY AND BARBER SHOPS. Up North Main, around the corner from the 
hotel, was Luella’s Beauty Shop and Stub Owen’s Barber Shop. Here all the tonics and 
aftershaves were lined up behind a patron’s chair. At Gordon’s Barbershop, you always got 
your money’s worth and would come out with white sidewalls. 

C.G. LANTIS AND SONS carried Farmall tractors and equipment, and the operation 
was complete everything from dynamite, nuts and bolts, steel for fabricating, horse 
equipment, appliances and 5-cent Cokes. 

COBB AND SCHREER DEALERSHIP sold GMC trucks, Pontiac autos, Ford tractors 
and New Holland hay equipment. Malcho Brothers sold Ford and Mercury cars. All these 
businesses had gas pumps out front, mostly the fuel supplied by Neil Barton’s Standard Oil 
REO trucks. The Sinclair Service Station was operated by Vernal Cain and his brother. The 
Hy-Flash station was handled by Ralph and Raymond Marz. Longtime residents will not 
soon forget Sam’s Drive-in, with curbside service (now Double Deuce Diner).

THE MOVIE THEATRE in the Township Hall served as the jewel of downtown. Young 
and old looked forward to viewing the latest John Wayne adventure and cowboy matinees.

Stockbridge State Bank was in the stone building (now Abbott and Fillmore Agency). 
The Odd Fellows Hall was next door on the second floor with the post office on the main 
floor.

Wendell Abbott and Neil Mills operated insurance agencies from their homes. The 
Secretary of State office was in Abbott’s home and later at Elmer and Aletha Lehman’s 
residence. 

OTHER SMALL BUSINESSES existed from time to time in the 1950s. If a passerby 
saw someone on the street they didn’t know, the stranger must be from somewhere else.

THE GREATEST ADVENTURE of summer was the American Legion Free Fair. Here, 
the W.G. Wade Shows’ midway offered contests of skill, cotton candy, and popcorn to fill 
up on before going on the rides.

GROWING UP IN STOCKBRIDGE created many lasting memories, and each location 
is linked to other memories and stories and good times with friends and family.

Lookback page 18
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The bottle deposit was 2 cents, and we saved the money for treats at our one-stoplight village. Stockbridge was a small town but supported four grocery stores and four full-service gas 
stations. This was before gas stations started selling bread and milk and instead focused on a traveling man’s necessities, like tobacco, oil, cigarettes, and newspapers.

On hot days, the widow Bradshaw’s small grocery store was a good choice. The distinguished, white-haired lady offered ice-cold pop from a water-filled chiller near the manual cash 
register. Twelve-ounce bottles stood in lines of flavors suspended from long metal tracks, only their caps rising above the circulating ice-cold water. On this scorcher of a day, it was a 
treat to hold the bottle and most of my forearm under the water until the cold almost hurt. Mrs. Bradshaw gave us credit for a small bag of potato chips and a pop because our gleaning 
had come up shy. Mom would settle the bill during her next day’s visit.

Larry and I uncapped our colas using the bottle opener attached near the countertop cash register. Our bottle tops clattered like poker chips into a tin. The two drinks cost a nickel each 
and, with the deposit, came to 14 cents. Larry and I sat beside our bikes on the curb in the shade and savored our chocolates, chugged our Cokes, and claimed our 4-cent bottle-return 
deposit. I stood and flicked back the kickstand of my bike, and I swung my leg over to mount up and cruise the sidewalks and alleys of our hometown.

We pedaled around and explored what was new. Part of the day trip included stopping at the ball field for a long drink from the always-on water fountain. To pass the time, Larry 
and I practiced squirting streams of water between our teeth and reading tracks left in the dusty ground around the fountain and the ball field. Tire tracks from cars and trucks elicited 
hunter Larry’s detailed interpretation of how many girls were riding as passengers, their hair color, how fast the car was moving, and the song played on the radio—a remarkable feat of 
deduction. After a moment’s study of the infield’s flat and dusty ground, Larry offered an opinion over the bas-relief, chain-link design of bicycle tracks and dog and cat pug marks.

A mosaic track made by Converse All Stars high-tops was common—not quite the variety of spoor seen around the watering holes of the Serengeti Plain of Africa but interesting 
enough to us.

There were two more possible revenue sources on the Township Square that needed investigating. Off we flew, pretending to be Spitfire pilots on a sortie. Larry skidded to a landing 
by the payphone and poked a dirty finger into the change return. As usual, nothing. My hopeful reach into the cannon barrel found an old paper lunch sack, but no empties.

The September sun was setting a pumpkin orange, throwing our shadows across the village street as we headed home on our bikes. Walking toward us was a group of four 
upperclassmen. A dirt clod burst on the pavement nearby, so Larry and I zigged and zagged down the middle of the street. The sissy-armed boys pretended to throw rocks our way, 
missing us by a mile.

They bragged that they were going up the water tower as we passed on the far side of the roadway. Larry met my glance and shook his head. Climbing the water tower was the crown 
jewel of delinquent acts in our hometown. To climb to the see-through wire to the circular catwalk, up 10 feet along the tower’s reservoir and backward over the roof’s edge, onto the 
ladder and up to the smooth steel of the conical roof—This was to attain unquestioned bravery, and stupidity.

In my later years at the high school, the largest crowds on Monday mornings before first hour flocked to the lockers of the legendary daredevils who regaled their audiences with tales 
of their weekend feats of victory over the constant tug of gravity and authority. For others, leaving their spray-painted mark validated their water tower claims.

Mallo page 18

It didn’t take much of a handwriting expert to name the vandal who had used a paint roller to write his initials 
on the tank. Authorities made sure the common-sense-challenged climber never made it to school for his well-
deserved Monday brag. The day’s light was slipping away. The two of us raced and coasted our bikes toward 
home. From a half mile away, we saw the dark cloud of blackbirds high over the crossroad. The flock bridged 
from the northern to the southern horizon and darkened the blue sky. This long, fingerlike flock had been flying 
overhead all afternoon.

“How many blackbirds do you think are up there?” Larry asked.
All I could think of was a billion and said so.
“What’s after a billion?” he asked, and we stared up at the chattering birds.
“I don’t know,” I mused out loud, “but I’d love to have that much Mallo Cup money.”

Pinckney’s St. Mary’s launches ‘Drive By Fish 
Fry’ to protect at-risk volunteers and meet 
growing fundraising needs during Lent

Submitted by St. Mary's
As area nonprofits and churches observe 

the Lenten season, two words come to mind: 
“fish fry.” This year at St. Mary in Pinckney, 
older parishioners who have quarterbacked 
traditional fish dinners for the past 25 years 
simply cannot risk COVID-19 exposure. At 
the same time, St. Mary’s and faith-based 
organizations in general are under pressure for 
extra fundraising to meet increasing spikes in 
their congregations’ needs. 

To solve the challenge, St. Mary turned to 
school families who are now learning how to 
fish fry “on the fly.” Through the passing of 
the torch, the Drive By Fish Fry was born. 

Local retired pharmacist and St. 
Mary parishioner Bob Phipps, currently 
volunteering to help the Livingston County 
Health Department administer the vaccine, 

runs the fish fry for six weeks every year, “netting” tens of thousands of dollars for St. Mary 
parish and school. Phipps, 64, and the former owner of Pinckney Pharmacy along with 
Hamburg and Fowlerville Pharmacies, is too young to be considered in the high-risk age 
range for an early vaccine. 

“We knew we needed creativity and open minds this year without many of our regular 
volunteers,” Phipps said. “We had to account for everything from drive-thru traffic flow 
to plexiglass, and even child care to recruit new volunteers,” he added. “We tackled all 
this while making sure to maintain our primary goal, which is to serve a great dinner for a 
good cause. It’s been uplifting to see our school community step up, and we are coming out 
stronger for it.”

Drive By Fish Fry runs through March 26, Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m. 

St. Mary's Drive By Fish Fry runs 
through March 26, Fridays from 4 to 7 
p.m. Photo provided by St. Mary's
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Firefighter and EMS volunteers are compensated per hour on a call-by-call basis. Paid staff officers include Beck, Stowe, 
and three others: Mark Armstrong, assistant fire chief; Josh McAlister, captain; and recently promoted Brent Stowe, lieutenant. 

Beck and Russ Stowe both stressed that the volunteers are willing to pitch in and help each other as needed, whether the 
task at hand involves stretching hose lines or running an engine. 

CHANGING WITH THE TIMES. Stowe has noticed significant changes over the years, not the least of which is a shift in 
public behavior. After Sept. 11, 2001, “If you’re dressed in a T-shirt that identifies you’re in the fire service, it doesn’t matter 
where you’re at—you can be Up North or in the next state over—and somebody is going to come up to me and say, ‘We really 
appreciate what you’ve done.’ We get that on both sides, on the EMS and on the fire side.” 

Unlike Unadilla Township’s Fire Department with its four women volunteers, including its fire chief, SAESA has only 
recently added the first woman to its ranks—Irene Wagar, a firefighter. 

“Irene is green. She’s just getting trained.” Stowe grinned like a proud parent. “To be a firefighter, you have to be state 
certified.” He said he was pleased to see Wagar expressing interest in EMS training as well as firefighting.

Wagar’s late arrival for the group photo for this article prompted gentle ribbing from a couple of her peers. In response, 
Wagar broke into a winning smile and gave as good as she got. “Hey, I had to get my kids in bed,” she said as she climbed up 
top of the 55-foot-long ladder truck to sit next to four other firemen.

Wagar and new recruits, Levi Zeitz, Ryan Risner, Ryan Whited, Jacob Hudson, Neko Robinson, and Kael Youngblood will 
need to complete their training and earn Michigan certification before they “can be put in harm’s way,” Stowe cautioned. “But 
they can still clean up. They can go chase parts and help with the truck.” 

ASSESSING AND ADAPTING. Returning to the topic of the Lakewood fire, Beck recalled arriving at the scene and 
feeling concerned that, with the amount of water they were burning through, the firefighters could drain the water tower. “But 
Russ’s thinking was spot on,” he said in praise of Stowe’s making the call to request additional water tankers. “Russ was 
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Fire Chief Russell Stowe notes, “If you’re 
dressed in a T-shirt that identifies you’re 
in the fire service, it doesn’t matter where 
you’re at—you can be Up North or in the 
next state over—and somebody is going 
to come up to me and say, ‘We really 
appreciate what you’ve done.’ We get that 
on both sides, on the EMS and on the fire 
side.” Photo credit Patrice Johnson
thinking along the lines of, ‘All right, if we can’t tag a hydrant, what are we going to do?’” 

Stowe chimed in, his voice matter-of-fact. “We didn’t know how much water we were going to get out of the hydrant system for the square footage we had involved.” 
“Nine tanker trucks lined up, and we were off to the races.” Beck nodded. “That was very impressive to watch unfold.” 
As it turned out, the Village of Stockbridge’s hydrant system proved up to the task. Though the 16-unit Lakewood building was declared a total loss, another 16-unit 

apartment building in the complex survived intact. Lakewood apartments, along with the Clinton West complex, located on South Clinton St., are managed by the PK 
Housing & Management Companies out of Okemos.

“Ingham County has what is called the Tanker Task Force,” Stowe explained. “All the departments in Ingham County supply a tanker that can get paged out anywhere 
in the county. That’s quite an asset.”

 “You could have up to 30,000 gallons of water sitting on scene,” Beck added. “As they dump one truckload, they go get more water, so you get a circle going and a 
constant flow of water.”

Stowe recollected a training scenario back when the Tanker Task Force first formed. After the city of Lansing suffered a major fire, they lost power, which rendered 
the city’s electricity-dependent pumps incapable of supplying water. The next training session presented the challenge of securing water without the use of hydrants.

As the firefighters conferred, Stowe suggested they back their tanker truck down to the Red Cedar River, drop in a hose, and draw water. 
“What?” the city firefighters that asked, dumbfounded. “Do you mean pump water out of that river?”
“Yeah, if you want water,” Stowe replied nonchalantly. 
Then, as now, SAESA and other rural departments were well adapted to fighting fires without hydrants. “It was kind of fun to watch,” Stowe chuckled, and was quick 

to add that he wasn’t faulting the urban firefighters. “They hadn’t been trained. But that’s what we do here. We know how to do it.” 
Beck nodded. “I can’t stress how nice it is to have hydrants, but it is also very refreshing to know that, even though I live out where there is no hydrant, I have a pond 

in my front yard. If my house is on fire, I am quite certain they are going to draft water right out of that pond.” In the event of an emergency, Beck explained that state 
law allows for SAESA to acquire water from any source necessary, including rivers, creeks, ponds, and even swimming pools.

SUBSCRIBING SAVES. As emergencies arise and SAESA ambulance or fire services are called to the scene, area residents and family members bear no additional 
costs beyond their annual, $35 household subscription fee ($30 for senior citizens). Residents will be asked to provide insurance information, and SAESA will bill the 
insurance provider for the balance of payment, whether it’s home and property or medical insurance. Subscription forms are downloadable at SAESA.org. 

VOLUNTEERING IS EASY. Those interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter need only pick up an application and fill it out to begin the process. SAESA will 
pay for firefighter training, gear, and ongoing education. In exchange, the authority asks new recruits to commit to one year of SAESA service.

In 2018, SAESA purchased the former automobile dealership at 1009 S. Clinton St. at the intersection Michigan 52 in Stockbridge. After undergoing $300,000 in 
renovations, the spacious, well-adapted facility houses both the ambulance and firefighting departments. More information is available online at SAESA.org.

If a fire starts:
• Know how to safely operate a fire extinguisher.
• Remember to GET OUT, STAY OUT, and CALL 9-1-1 or your local emergency phone number.
• Yell "Fire!" several times and go outside right away. If you live in a building with elevators, use the stairs. 

Leave all your things where they are and save yourself.
• If closed doors or handles are warm or smoke blocks your primary escape route, use your second way out. 

Never open doors that are warm to the touch.
• If you must escape through smoke, get low and go under the smoke to your exit. Close doors behind you.
• If smoke, heat, or flames block your exit routes, stay in the room with doors closed. Place a wet towel under 

the door and call the fire department or 9-1-1. Open a window and wave a brightly colored cloth or flashlight to 
signal for help.

• Once you are outside, go to your meeting place and then send one person to call the fire department. If you 
cannot get to your meeting place, follow your family emergency communication plan.

Source: American Red Cross

If your clothes catch on fire:
1. Stop what you're doing.
2. Drop to the ground and cover your face if you can.
3. Roll over and over or back and forth until the flames go out.   
    Running will only make the fire burn faster.
Source: American Red Cross

CUTTING TO THE BOTTOM LINE. When it comes to 
SAESA’s culture, one takeaway seems clear: The drive to 
help the community and support one another runs deep. A 
camaraderie binds SAESA personnel, much like brothers-and-
sister-in-arms.

Next month, look for Part II on SAESA’s ambulance services.
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The long goodbye: Reflections on the pandemic

Paul Crandall writes, “On Feb. 27, back in my own local 
stomping grounds of Stockbridge, the Cravingz cafe was 
jumping with a packed-full house of its own – a typically 
boisterous, happy, Thursday crowd kissing goodbye to 
February with laughter, libations and live music.” Photo 
credit Jo Mayer

by Paul Crandall
As the U.S. edition of the COVID-19 pandemic rounded third base and came slogging home for its 

one-year anniversary, some now find ourselves reflecting on where we were when it first snuck into our 
consciousness, and what the virus has left in its wake. 

Looking back at my own journal entries from the before-times, the Januaries and Februaries and up into 
March 2020, I see very different days. It’s stunning now to think of it – being at a bar called Ziggy’s in 
Ypsilanti that was packed literally shoulder to shoulder – for you to move 10 feet, a half-dozen other people 
had to shift, too – and all of us shouting over the band to be heard by companions. 

We celebrated, oblivious to the hail of micro-droplets we had together launched into the charged air. On 
another occasion, I was at the Michigan Theater in Ann Arbor, which was packed to the gills for a concert by 
the Beninese musician Angelique Kidjo – a tribute to the Talking Heads’ 1980 "Remain in Light" album. We 
sang along to the song, "Born Under Punches," happily unaware of the impending irony:

All I want is to breathe. Won’t you breathe with me?
Find a little space, so we move in between,
And keep one step ahead of yourself
--Lyrics by Byrne & Eno
On Feb. 27, back in my own local stomping grounds of Stockbridge, the Cravingz cafe was jumping with 

a packed-full house of its own – a typically boisterous, happy, Thursday crowd kissing goodbye to 
February with laughter, libations and live music. The next day, my wife, Jo, and I packed up and lit 
out for Chicago where we took a sleeper train to Grand Junction, Colorado. There, as COVID was 
nudging into the news cycle, we blithely undertook a hiking trip at Zion, Bryce, Arches and other 
national parks in Utah. No restrictions or masks in place anywhere we went. 

Moving around on the train meant brushing shoulders with people in the narrow corridor, 
sometimes stopping at corners to let folks pass, all close quarters. We thought nothing of it. 

Eleven days later, on the night we returned, we celebrated our happy return with friends over a 
game of cards and dinner and drinks at the Chelsea Ale House. There, our server telegraphed with her 
mask what was in the offing: The coronavirus was gathering steam and dominating the airwaves.

The subjects of my journal entries from that point forward change considerably. In retrospect, it 
seems the pandemic’s shuttering of get-togethers and nights-out had the effect of opening other doors 
to other places. 

See Pandemic on page 25.
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Stockbridge Township officials follow the beat of their hearts, literally

Feb. 2, Ron Hodder, SAESA paramedic, shows Betty 
Wetherell, Ed Wetherell, Irene Wagar, James Wireman, 
Samantha Sanchez, Jill Ogden, Terry Sommer, Douglas 
Sommer and Mandy Urquhart (not pictured) how to use 
the Stockbridge Township’s newly purchased automatic 
external defibrillators, AEDs, to reset a patient’s heart 
rhythm and avoid a potentially fatal heart attack. Photo 
credit Mandy Urquhart

by Terry Sommer and Patrice Johnson
 Selfless acts come in many flavors, but it’s fair to say they seldom involve automatic external defibrillators. 

In February, the Stockbridge Township Board purchased two new AEDs at a cost of $2,800 for the benefit of 
the local community. On Feb. 2, township officials and employees gathered with volunteer fire and ambulance 
personnel for a training session on how to use the new computerized machines to diagnose and intercede to 
stop impending heart attacks. 

Thanks to the class, taught compliments of paramedic Ron Hodder at the SAESA facilities at 1009 S. 
Clinton St., at the intersection Michigan 52 in Stockbridge, eight more local residents are prepared to operate 
the lifesaving medical devices, should an emergency arise. 

“Hopefully, you’ll never need to use this machine,” Hodder told his attentive class. “But if you do, time is 
of the essence.” Attendees included Betty Wetherell, Ed Wetherell, Irene Wagar, James Wireman, Samantha 
Sanchez, Jill Ogden, Terry Sommer, Douglas Sommer and Mandy Urquhart.

AEDs, as they are called, analyze heartbeats using electrode pads applied to the patient's chest. Once the 
computerized machine identifies that the patient is suffering from ventricular fibrillation, or uncoordinated 
heart rhythms, it emits a jolt of electricity. This stops the arrhythmia and allows the heart to re-establish a 
normal rhythm—a vital function, considering that the condition is most often responsible for sudden cardiac 
arrest.

“We at SAESA would like to thank the Stockbridge Township leadership for their act of kindness,” said 
John Beck, SAESA’s general manager. “The purchase of these lifesaving devices and placement throughout 
the community, plus the pursuit of education, shows true caring and compassion for the residents of our 
community.”

The new AEDs will be placed in the Stockbridge Township Hall. At a meeting Monday, Feb. 15, volunteers 
will discuss donating SAESA’s used AEDs to other locations. 

“Heart attacks,” Hodder explained. “You can use these machines to stop heart attacks in their tracks. You can save a life.”

Mason Sycamore Creek Garden 
Club sets Geranium Sale

Spring is coming. The Mason Sycamore Creek Garden Club is 
having its annual Geranium Sale now through Saturday, April 3. 
The club offers 11-inch hanging baskets, 3-gallon bush pots and 
4-1/2-inch seed geraniums for purchase. Also available are 12-
inch herb bowls and 10-inch succulent planters. 

To place an order, any garden club member can help you. The 
complete price list, order form and color charts can be seen on our 
Facebook page "Mason Sycamore Creek Garden Club" or can be 
requested by email to gardenclubofmason@gmail.com. Checks 
should be made payable to Mason Sycamore Creek Garden 
Club. You can also contact Diann Jackman at 517-230-1328 for 
additional information. 

Tentative delivery date is Tuesday, May 4 and pickup will be 
at the Pink Schoolhouse on Ash Street, Mason, MI. Hint: These 
plants make awesome Mother's Day gifts.

You’re invited to participate in county response to 
mental health crises virtual presentation

by Patrice Johnson
NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness for the Lansing area, is hosting a virtual 

presentation March 9 and 10 on the Tri County Response to Mental Health Crises. 
According to volunteer Greta deWolf, in addition to discussions on the needs in the community, 

the presentation will include the documentary, “Ernie and Joe: Crisis Cops,” two San Antonio 
officers trained in dealing with persons in crisis. 

“We are planning to have an update from the Tri County Crisis Intervention Team,” deWof said, 
“and discussions on what more we as community can do to help those in a mental health crisis.” 

Presentations are scheduled as follows: 
1. March 9, 3 p.m. Video, comments by Ernie who will be on the call, the NAMI crisis 

intervention team (CIT), and volunteers involved in the Children’s Mobile Crisis Unit. There will be 
time for Q & A from the community.

2. March 10, 3 p.m. Open discussion on Connecting Community Resources to the person. 
3. March 10, 7 p.m. Same as No. 1 with hopes of having more community members join.
“Our main goal is to inform the public of our CIT team and how one can access it in times of 

mental health emergency,” deWolf said. The presentation is free but persons need to register. 
For registration and info, go to namilansing.org/citprogram or email us at citprogram@

namilansing.org.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea virtually hosting free 16-week 
National Diabetes Prevention Program

Submitted by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
On Monday, Feb. 15, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea began virtually hosting a free National Diabetes Prevention 

Program. For the next 16 weeks, on Monday from 2 to 3 p.m., the diabetes education offering will help people 
at risk for Type 2 diabetes learn to:

• Become more active
• Take back negative thoughts
• Lose a moderate amount of weight
• Manage stress
• Control portions
• Stay motivated
• Be part of a group
All meetings are virtual and held via Webex. Upon registration and eligibility screening, participants will 

be provided a meeting invitation via email. This virtual program is free, but registration is required. For more 
information or to register for the program, call 734-593-5276.Image provided by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
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Stockbridge Community Schools receives sock 
donation from Stockbridge Community Outreach

Photo and information submitted by Jo Mayer
Stockbridge Community School's Food and Nutrition 

Services director, Stephanie White, accepted a load of 169 
packs of Bombas socks from Stockbridge Community 
Outreach volunteer Jo Mayer on Feb. 3 (pictured to the left). 

The socks were granted to Outreach to help those in need 
and were distributed to the community at the school's weekly 
food distribution. 

Each package contained four pairs of various sizes.

There was that April backyard visit from an itinerant duck. He appeared, not on the pond where we sometimes see his kind, 
but in an open lane, standing still as a statue, gazing west. It struck me as odd to see him out in the open, doing…nothing. 
Nothing at all. Was he stunned? Hurt, somehow? Mourning a lost mate? Or just waiting to see what might come next in this 
seemingly frozen and bewildering time of coronavirus? He seemed to be, like the rest of the world, literally holding his breath.

And then:
April 20: First-ever sighting of a pileated woodpecker in our backyard.
May 3: Spring peepers are coming on strong, symphonic with a pulsing chorus. We open our windows to better hear them.
May 6: Spotted a bald eagle flying overhead while walking the Lakelands Trail south of Munith; spotted the first oriole at 

our own hummingbird feeder and put out raspberry jam for it.
May 8: Wow! This morning we saw a pair of wood ducks at the pond, multiple orioles and a rose-breasted grosbeak near the 

house, and the first hummingbird of the year, as well as our usual host of cardinals and goldfinches, jays, sparrows, red-winged 
blackbirds, fly-by mallards, etc.

May 9: Spotted a Great Blue Heron standing at the edge of our pond, preening.
May 14: Today the buds on the apple trees blossomed into flowers.
The pandemic had brought a feeling of being a tourist in my own backyard, experiencing things that, while not unfamiliar, 
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As if to remind us of the cycle of life and 
that this pandemic too shall pass, tulips 
bloomed last spring. Photo credit Jo Mayer
seemed to fill my senses with fresh novelty, even awe. That prophetic visit from the still-as-a-statue duck notwithstanding, a whole lot was going on out there.

But as the COVID-heavy months wore on through summer, then fall, then on into the winter, a dire picture developed to rival the riotous sounds, color and bursting 
forth of the natural world. 

In August, after a couple of weeks in home-based hospice, my mother died of congestive heart failure. Given the circumstances, we considered ourselves among the 
lucky. We had been able to visit, masked and distant, but at least in the same room, several times during her quick decline, and saw her within a day of her passing. Her 
home-hospice status kept her comfortable and spared her from the cool, mechanized sterility of a hospital stay. 

So many among the less fortunate were being treated in isolation, made off-limits, effectively held hostage by the extreme conditions imposed by the pandemic. This 
was true for both those stricken directly by the virus and those whose mortality had just happened to coincide, simply arriving with bad timing. 

There was no proper church funeral for my mom, but we were able to be with her at the end, and to say goodbye. This was a great comfort. It’s as if the pandemic, 
which has called attention to so many aspects of our individual and collective frailty, has also illuminated the whole curious business of saying goodbye. It has 
confounded that quest for closure. Even if you’re able to arrive at a kind of peace with the parting, as we were with my mother, in what way is it complete? In what way 
will it ever feel complete? 

There is a stage of development found in very young children called Object Permanence. It’s the understanding that things exist even when they can no longer be 
seen, touched or sensed in some other way. So at some point while playing with young children, you may hide your face behind your hands and the children don’t 
understand that the face is really still there, just hidden. Later, after their eyes have been opened, so to speak, they realize that the face is still, somehow, kind of 
magically, still there. Even though they can’t see it. It’s there, and it’s not there, at the same time. 

Even in the dead of winter we know that spring will come, and the peepers, the apple blossoms, the birds – they will return. Loved ones lost to us will remain alive 
through our memories, revisiting us whenever we call thoughts of them forth, or when we happen across reminders. Gone, but still here. 

By the end of the year, it was clear the prevailing character of the pandemic was a sense of loss. Lost jobs, lost businesses, life savings burned through, loss of 
equanimity, of confidence, of stability, of security, of control, or the illusion of it. And then there was the suffering imposed directly by the virus, itself. 

By November, Jo and I knew of several people who had contracted the disease. One had died of it. Some had been sent fighting for their lives to the hospital. One 
friend told us he passed the worst of it at home, sitting up in an easy chair through the nights, scared out of his wits and hoping each shallow, labored breath would not be 
his last. 

And yet, complicating the picture, we also knew of people whose symptoms had been mild. News reports were full of them. 
By December, with news of the arrival of vaccines, there seemed a new, wavering light at the end of the tunnel. True, it was not as close as anyone would like, but it 

was something. As the new year got underway, pictures of people getting the vaccine started springing up like wildflowers. 
Publishers churned out a hatful of new books with titles like "Post Corona, from Crisis to Opportunity," and "How the Pandemic Will Change Capitalism," and 

"Winners and Losers in a Post-Pandemic World." Whatever the angle, the mere assertion that there would be a post-pandemic world, and that it was in sight, signaled a 
welcome optimism. 

Even in the best of times, there is no inoculation against loss, but time can be an effective treatment. As I look back on the year and try to sum it up, the title of an old, 
not very good novel by Raymond Chandler comes to mind. "The Long Goodbye" seems to fit. But as the earth spins round and the new, young year takes hold, so does 
the title of a lyrical jazz tune written by Freddy Hubbard: "Up Jumped Spring." I’m humming that tune now, looking out the window, waiting for the first oriole.

Private Ephraim Wheaton Grave 
Marking Ceremony April 24

 The Private Ephraim Wheaton Chapter of the 
Michigan Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (MISSAR), a nonprofit historical group, is 
going to dedicate a plaque in Private Wheaton's honor 
at the North Stockbridge Cemetery at 11 a.m. on April 
24. Ephraim Wheaton is a veteran of the American 
Revolution, and the chapter intends to have a ceremony, 
open to the public, to honor Private Wheaton, 
depending on public health guidelines 
on that date. 
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Panthers up and down to start the season

Noah Robidou drives to the basket at Pinckney. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge basketball team has had a rough start to the 2021 season, dropping a 

pair of games, then bouncing back with a pair of GLAC wins before dropping a tough game 
to a good Fowlerville squad.

Chelsea 46, Stockbridge 27
The Panthers struggled offensively in the opener against Chelsea, falling to the Bulldogs 

46-27, Monday, Feb. 8.
Stockbridge scored just four points in the first quarter and 11 total for the first half as 

they fell behind 27-11 at the break.
The second half wasn't much better as the Bulldogs outscored the Panthers 9-6 in the 

third for a 36-17 lead after three and cruised to the win.
Noah Robidou led the Panthers with 10 points, while Jeremy Pilch added eight. Drew 

Philipp chipped in with six points, Brock Jones two, and Gavin Salyer one.
Pinckney 52, Stockbridge 15
The Panthers traveled to Pinckney and the offensive struggles continued, falling to the 

Pirates, 52-15.
Stockbridge could not buy a basket in the first half, falling behind Pinckney 26-6 at the break. The struggles continued in the second with just four 

points in the third and five in the fourth.
Noah Robidou led the Panthers with seven points, while Drew Philipp added six points and Riley Kennedy two.
Stockbridge 72, Maple Valley 43
The Panthers opened the week by rolling over Maple Valley 72-43.
Stockbridge led 13-7 after one when Riley Kennedy sparked the Panthers to a big run in the second. Kennedy would score nine in the quarter to help the 

Panthers outscore the Lions 22-8 to take a commanding 35-15 lead at the half.
Drew Philipp scored six third quarter points as the Panthers lead grew to 51-26.
Jeremy Pilch led Stockbridge with 21 points, including 10 in the fourth to ruin any hopes of a Maple Valley comeback.
Kennedy and Philipp finished with 14 points each, David Kluesner nine, Noah Robidou seven, Josh Casey three, Brock Jones and Danny Mahler two 

each.
Stockbridge 54, Perry 38
The Panthers made it two straight league wins with a 54-38 win over Perry.
Jeremy Pilch sparked the Panthers in the first with six points as they took a 15-7 lead after one.
Stockbridge used a balanced scoring attack in the second with four players scoring at least two points to extend the lead to 27-14 at the half.
Perry made a game of it in the third by outscoring the Panthers 13-8 to cut the lead to 35-27, but Pilch would score six in the final period to help hold off 

the Ramblers.
Pilch scored a team high 18 points, while Drew Philipp added 15.
Noah Robidou chipped in with 11 points, David Kluesner five, Riley Kennedy four, and John Casey two.

JV Girls open season with five straight wins
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge JV girls basketball team opened the 2021 season in impressive fashion by rolling off five straight wins to start the campaign.
Stockbridge 54, Chelsea 32
Alaina Kellenberger had a double-double of 20 points and 15 rebounds to lead the Panthers. Gracee Robidou added 14 points, including four triples, while Maddie 

Dalton chipped in with eight points and seven steals, and Taylor Lockhart five points, seven rebounds, and four assists.
Stockbridge 56, Pinckney 22
Alaina Kellenberger led the Panthers with a double-double of 21 points and 13 rebounds. Maddie Dalton finished with 16 and Gracee Robidou 11 points.
Stockbridge 52, Maple Valley 26
Kayla Surline scored 11 first quarter points and finished with 12 for the game as the Panthers jumped out to a 31-3 halftime lead. Gracee Robidou finished with 18 

points, Kellenberger nine points and 11 rebounds, Maddie Daulton a double-double of 14 assists, 13 rebounds, and three points, and Taylor Lockhart a double-double of 
10 points and 10 rebounds.

Stockbridge 53, Perry 15
Alaina Kellenberger had another double-double of 20 points and 18 rebounds to lead the Panthers. Taylor Lockhart grabbed 16 rebounds and had five steals and 

five points, while Maddie Dalton had 10 points, seven rebounds, and six assists. Kayla Surline added nine rebounds and four points, while Brooklyn Rochow added six 
rebounds and two points.

Stockbridge 59, Dansville 27
Another double-double for Alaina Kellenberger with 10 points and 10 boards. Taylor Lockhard grabbed 11 rebounds and had nine steals. Gracee Robidou led the way 

with 22 points and five assists, while Kayla Surline added seven rebounds and five points, and Maddie Dalton 13 points and six rebounds.
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Competitive Cheer starts season strong
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge competitive cheer team had a strong showing at its first two competitions of the season.
The Panthers hosted the first GLAC jamboree of the season and came away with a second-place finish.
Lakewood won the meets, but the battle was for second place. After two rounds, the Panthers were in third behind Leslie. Stockbridge used a strong third round and 

outscored the Blackhawks by 22 points to slip past them for the second spot.
The Panthers finished with 568 points, beating out Leslie with 567.50. Perry was fourth with 516.30 and Maple Valley fifth with 205.38.
Stockbridge then took part in the Blackhawk Invitational in Leslie and came home with a third-place finish in the event.
State power Pewamo Westphalia won the meet with 677.70 points. Another power in Columbia Central finished second with 618.12 and the Panthers third with 

560.84. Maple Valley was fourth with 392.32.

Lady Panthers open season by winning 5 of 6

Gwen Rogozinski drives to the basket against Chelsea. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge girls basketball team opened their season in a big way by going 5-1 to start of 

the 2021 season.
The Panthers opened with a season opening loss to a strong Chelsea team but bounced back with 

five straight wins including starting 2-0 in GLAC play.
Chelsea 60, Stockbridge 45
The Panthers fell to a strong Chelsea team 60-45 to open the season Monday, Feb. 8.
Gwen Rogozinski scored 10 first quarter points as the Panthers jumped out to a 17-11 lead after 

one quarter, but the Bulldogs rallied.
Chelsea outscored the Panthers 13-7 in the second to tie the game at 24 at the half.
The Bulldogs had a big third quarter, scoring 23 points in the period and outscoring the Panthers 

by seven to take a 47-40 lead after three.
Stockbridge struggled in the fourth, scoring just five points in the final period as the Bulldogs 

pulled away for the win.
Rogozinski had a big game with 28 points to lead the Panthers. Madison Mazuca added 12 

points, while Kaylee Dalton added three and Chelsey Asquith two.
Stockbridge 53, Pinckney 41
The Panthers started slowly against the Pirates, falling behind 15-12 after one quarter but rallied in the second.
Kaylee Dalton scored five second quarter points to spark the Panthers to a 14-8 run in the second to take a 26-23 lead into the break.
Pinckney held tough in the third, outscoring the Panthers 8-6 to cut the Stockbridge lead to 32-31 after three, setting up an exciting fourth quarter.
Gwen Rogozinski took over in the fourth, scoring 11 points as the Panthers blew the game open with a 21-7 run in the final period to pull away for the 53-41 win. The 

Panthers were 7 of 9 from the line in the fourth with Dalton hitting four and Chelsey Asquith two free throws down the stretch to help seal the win.
Rogozinski finished with a team high 22 points, while Dalton added 13. Asquith chipped in with seven points, Madison Mazuca and Grace Hall six each, and 

Brooklyn Rochow one.
Stockbridge 67, Maple Valley 33
The Panthers jumped out to a quick 13-5 lead behind six points by Grace Hall and four by Madison Mazuca in the first quarter.
Gwen Rogozinski took the reins in the second, exploding for 24 points in the quarter including four triples to give the Panthers a 41-11 lead at the half.
Maple Valley would outscore the Panthers 13-10 in the third, but Gracee Robidou would score eight in the fourth to help the Panthers cruise to the win.
Rogozinski finished with 27 points, followed by Hall, Mazuca, and Robidou with eight each. Kaylee Dalton finished with six points, Alaina Kellenberger and Maddie 

Dalton four each, and Chelsey Asquith two.
Stockbridge 61, Perry 20
Gwen Rogozinski had another big quarter, hitting for 17 in the first to help the Panthers jump out to a 28-3 lead after one. Hall added five points in the first for the 

Panthers.
Kaylee Dalton scored five in both the second and third quarters and Hall would add seven more in the third as the Panthers lead grew to 55-15 after three as they 

improved to 2-0 in the GLAC.
Rogozinski finished with 19 points, while Kaylee Dalton added 16 and Grace Hall 14. Chelsey Asquith chipped in with six points, Brooklyn Rochow four, and 

Madison Mazuca two.
Stockbridge 64, Dansville 55
The Panthers continued their three-game road trip with a 64-55 win at Dansville.
Grace Hall sparked the Panthers with nine first quarter points as they took a 22-15 lead after one.
Kaylee Dalton and Gwen Rogozinksi scored six each in the second as the Panthers outscored the Aggies 18-10 to take a 40-25 lead into the break.
Dansville made a game of it in the third by outscoring Stockbridge 15-6 to cut the Panthers lead to 46-40 after three quarters. 
Rogozinski would dash any hopes of a comeback by the Aggies by scoring 13 in the fourth as the Panthers held off the hard-charging Aggies for the win.
Stockbridge was led by Rogozinski with 27 points.
Hall finished with 13 points, while Kaylee Dalton added 11, Madison Mazuca seven, Brooklyn Rochow four, and Chelsea Asquith two.
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