
Stockbridge High School 
students visit largest crude oil 
pipeline facility in Michigan

From right to left, Ryan Duffy, Enbridge 
communications strategist, Stockbridge High School 
senior Noah Ford, junior Dominic Bickley and senior 
George Brewster. Photo credit Alex Weddon

by Alex 
Weddon

A select 
group of 
Stockbridge 
High School 
students visited 
the largest crude 
oil pipeline 
facility in 
Michigan as part 
of the Michigan 
Energy 
Workforce 
Development 
Consortium’s 
Careers in 
Energy week.

1994 and 1995 Cross Country State Champions 
hold 25-year reunion at Stockbridge High School

On Oct. 4, runners from the 1994 and 1995 State Championship Cross Country teams gather at the SHS school 
cafeteria. Photo provided by the Lister family

by Jim and Anita Lister
On Oct. 4, runners from the 1994 and 1995 State Championship Cross Country teams gathered at the 

SHS school cafeteria and football field.  Current coach/teammate Steve Allison began coordinating the 
reunion plans over a year ago and contacted all members from across the country; they came from California, 
Colorado, Florida, New Jersey, Washington, D.C., and, of course, Michigan. Thirteen runners and coaches Jim 
and Anita Lister attended the event as well as former runners, former coaches, families, and supporters.  The 
event included a dinner, tour of the school, halftime recognition, and opportunities to reunite and reminisce. 
Some even ran on the trail behind the Lister’s Stockbridge home where many practices were held. 

This celebration honored both teams that won the Class B State Championships two years in a row. Not 
only did these teams excel on the course, but they also excelled in the classroom. 

See Cross Country on page 4.

Seniors George Brewster, Noah Ford and junior Dominic 
Bickley along with other Ingham County Career Center welding 
students toured the Stockbridge Terminal owned and operated by 
Enbridge Inc. on Tuesday, Oct. 14.

“In 1989 I started as a general laborer, learned welding on-site 
and became a senior welder in a few years and earned a good living,” 
offered Terminal Manager Rusty Smith.  He added that the company 
promotes from within, but the need for welders is such that they often 
hire outside talent.

The students got a close-up look at pipelines, control valves, storage 
tanks and equipment used to deliver crude oil from Canada to refineries 
around North America. The nine tanks in the Stockbridge terminal 
can hold over 2.3 million barrels of crude oil that are routed to Sarnia, 
Ontario, Toledo, Ohio, or Detroit.

Heritage Greenhouse awarded $2,500 
grant for waterline

Merelyn Snider works with students in the greenhouse. 
Photo credit Bruce Brown

by Bruce Brown
The Heritage Greenhouse is hidden from view 

when you drive into the school’s parking lot. To see 
the greenhouse, you must go through the school, or 
follow the sidewalk to the south side of the building. 
The greenhouse was built there three years ago, 
nestled between two classroom wings. It has a cement 
foundation, block walls, steel framing and a heavy 
plastic cover. Along with a natural gas furnace and 
thermostatically controlled fans, it has a frost-free 
water faucet that for budget limitations was never 
connected to a water source. 
The greenhouse is bright inside, filled with trays of 
foliage, blossoms and pots. Fans automatically regulate 
the temperature and humidity. The air is just what most 

plants like, warm and slightly humid.
Merelyn Snider is the volunteer greenhouse coordinator. On Wednesdays, he works with Heritage students 

in the greenhouse. As he greets them, the students are excited. They stand close so they can hear their 
instructions over the sound of the fans. 

See Heritage on page 19.

Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School 
receives Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams® 
grant for invention project

Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School has received a Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams ® 
grant of up to $10,000. Stockbridge High School is one of only 14 high schools 
in the nation to receive a Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam Grant this year.

On Wednesday, Oct. 23, the Lemelson-MIT program announced 
that Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School has received a Lemelson-MIT 
InvenTeams ® grant of up to $10,000. Stockbridge High School is 
one of only 14 high schools in the nation to receive a Lemelson-MIT 
InvenTeams grant this year.

See InvenTeam on page 7.
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Manna grand opening and ribbon cutting: ‘Food 
worth walking about’

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held for the new Manna, Monday, Oct. 4. The event, sponsored by the Stockbridge 
Area Chamber of Commerce, officially recognized the village’s latest new business and welcomed owners Naomi 
and Kevin Carson. Photo credit DigitalCrumbs Photography

by Tina Cole-Mullins
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held for the new Manna, Monday, Oct. 4. The event, sponsored by 

the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce, officially recognized the village’s latest new business and 
welcomed owners Naomi and Kevin Carson. 

In a show of support, family and friends rallied for the 7 a.m. event, joining with local business owners 
and builders, contractors and the architect, and members of the Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority, the Chamber, and the Village Council to wish Manna success. 

“We appreciate community support,” owner Naomi Carson said, “and we’re looking forward to reopening 
next spring.” 

The seasonal shop, situated along the trailhead of the newly restored Mike Levine Lakeland Trails State 
Park at South Center and South Clinton Streets, plans to close after Halloween and reopen next spring. 

The word Manna refers to a biblical term for a substance miraculously supplied as food and spiritual 
nourishment.

In addition to local traffic, Manna serves hikers, bikers and horseback riders along the trail, offering a 
popular staging and ride-up area a few steps from Manna’s front door. The business is 
disabilities friendly.

Naomi and husband Kevin worked closely with the village and numerous local 
contractors over the past two years to restore the historical block house, breathing new life 
not only into the community, but also into a building that in the 1950s was home to this 
reporter’s father and family.

The Chamber event was a soft-opening for the business which currently hosts a menu 
of individual sandwiches and paninis for $6. “The Lunchbox” includes a sandwich, chips, 
pickle and choice of a side dish of homemade potato salad, baked beans, cheddar macaroni, 
salad or applesauce for $8. Blackberry lemonade has fast become a favorite along with a 
selection of MSU Creamery ice cream.

Manna’s hours of operation run 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 2 p.m. to 
6 p.m. Sunday through Halloween of this year. 

Stockbridge High School graduate Kayla 
Fletcher joins Stockbridge Community 
News team

Kayla, Curtis and Amelia Fletcher.  Photo 
provided by Kayla Fletcher

by Hope Salyer
Stockbridge High School graduate Kayla 

Fletcher was appointed by unanimous vote 
to the Stockbridge Community News team in 
June.

After graduating, Fletcher attended 
Lansing Community College while working 
at St. Joseph Chelsea. She received her state 
IAHCSMM certification in Central Services 
and Reprocessing. Fletcher currently serves 
as a sterile processing technician at St. Joseph 
Chelsea.

Fletcher handles the Stockbridge 
Community News email account and website.

See Fletcher on page 8.
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Happy third birthday, Stockbridge 
Community News

by Patrice 
Johnson

November 
ushers in a 
birthday of sorts. 
Three years 
this month, 
Stockbridge 
Community News 
published its first 
newspaper and 
online service. 
From its four-
page infancy, this 
public service 
organization has 
grown from a 
wing and a prayer 
to a national 
award-winning, 

24-page publication with more than 2,500 stories under its belt.
Thanks to the support of readers like you and the devoted work of many hands, each month a printed 

SCN arrives in the mailbox of every household in our 125-square-mile school district area. SCN’s website 
and Facebook page provide news and information to more than 70,000 viewers each month, up from our first 
month of 1,100.

Because of input from volunteers throughout the area, SCN serves as a hub for local residents to grieve and 
celebrate together, to honor and teach each other, and to connect with new and existing friends and neighbors. 

So what is SCN’s storied past? In 2016, Stockbridge area residents, and members of the Garden Club in 
particular, voiced alarm at the area’s dwindling news coverage. The fear was this community would lose a 
vital medium bonding it together. To explore solutions, Chuck Wisman and Patrice Johnson met with experts 
and researched the market. 

On discovering that 75 percent of residents in our rural, farm-oriented community had little to no 
access to quality, consistent local information, Wisman and Johnson drafted a proposal to the Stockbridge 
Area Educational Foundation. In August 2016, SAEF granted $5,000 from the Charlotte and Robert Camp 
Memorial Endowment Fund to hire college intern, Hope Salyer, to help jump-start multimedia news and 
information for the good and welfare of the community. 

A task force of volunteers stepped forward, and in November, a four-page print edition rolled off the 
presses. Newspapers were mailed at no charge to school district households, and volunteers hand-delivered 
them to local businesses.

See SCN on page 17.

Stockbridge boys soccer team pays 
tribute to Mike Jones

Luke Suojanen, Wilem Trevisan, Ben Young, 
John Pulk and Ethan Jones. Photo credit 
Danielle Barbour

by Cindy Lance
The Stockbridge 

Boys Varsity Soccer 
team came together 
with family and friends 
Oct. 2 to dedicate a 
new flagpole, stone 
and plaque in honor 
of Mike Jones. Jones, 
a big supporter of the 
program,  passed away 
suddenly in April, 
leaving behind grieving 
family, friends and 

community.
Eddie Koch, 2019 Stockbridge High School graduate and co-

captain for the 2018 season, wanted to do something in memory and 
appreciation of Jones. He and the soccer team started on a mission.

For many years, Jones had supported his sons and many other youth, 
either by coaching or assisting their various teams.  Jones could be heard 
cheering on the team through every game, encouraging players to do 
their best.  The team thought something at the field would be fitting, but 
it wasn’t until talking with Jones’ widow, Chris, that the plan formed for 
a perfect tribute.

Over the past few months, there has been a concerted effort to 
improve some athletic spaces at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School.  The 
soccer field was slated to have electricity, a sound system and a new 
flagpole installed.  The Boys Soccer team saw this as an opportunity and 
decided to raise funds and pay for the flagpole to honor Jones.  Team 
members designed a plaque and Isaac Lance picked the rock to hold the 
plaque as part of a memorial.

The dedication ceremony took place before a varsity game.  Jones 
had been a talented artist and one of his sculptures is located outside 
the Stockbridge Library. Other traces of his art can be found around 
the community.  As a nod to his art, people were encouraged after the 
ceremony to dip their  hand in washable paint and place it on the rock. 
They could leave their own mark of art for Mike Jones.

Chris Jones, proudly wearing her husband’s favorite Stockbridge 
hat, was joined at the ceremony by son Ethan, parents Skip and Sally 
Schlupe, sister Becky McEldery, friends Mike and Meg Spence, John 
Pulk, Jamie Kunzelman and her children Riley, Isabella, and Magnus.

“What you may not know about Mike, is that he loved American 
history and the American flag,” Chris Jones said after the ceremony. “He 
would often comment on the beauty of a flag, billowing in the wind, or 
would point out when a flag was being flown incorrectly or needed to be 
replaced.

“This pairing of the flag and the soccer pitch is a perfect tribute to 
Mike. It means the world to us to have Mike’s influence recognized by 
so many wonderful people in our community,” she continued.

The plaque now sits at the entrance to the soccer field, a place where 
Jones spent many hours cheering on his sons and the Stockbridge Boys 
Soccer team.  His spirit lives on.

Crossroads Community Church’s new Bridge 
Builders initiative

The newly-formed Bridge Builders 
put their hammers to work helping 
a single mom with repairs on her 
house. Photo provided by Crossroads 
Community Church

by Diane Rockall
“Mobilizing the community to serve our neighbors who could use 

a helping hand.” —Mission Statement of Crossroads Community 
Church’s new Bridge Builders initiative.

October started with a literal “bang” for members of the newly-
formed Bridge Builders as they put their hammers to work helping 
a single mom with some repairs on her house. This was one of the 
five different homes in our area that Crossroads Community Church 
volunteers, including Pastor Rob Ames, went to during the first weekend 
in October.  Their aim was helping those in our community who have 
trouble keeping up with routine maintenance—either due to age, illness, 
disability, or financial constraints.  

See Builders on page 5.
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Stockbridge Area Tractor Show takes us back to our roots

Family fun. Kim Smith with granddaughter Brooklynn 
Heinz and grandson Dylan Smith.  Photo credit Sarah Heinz

by Judy Williams
Stockbridge, once known as the vegetable basket of the country, went back to its roots, so to speak, when on Friday and 

Saturday, Sept. 27 and 28, the community celebrated its agricultural roots with a tractor show. 
The show, an annual event since 2010, was organized by co-chairs Lynn and Vickie Osborne, Keith and Doreen Grosshans, and 

Kim and Beverly Smith. The event, held at the Stockbridge American Legion Post 510, was made possible through the sponsorship 
of the Sons of the American Legion and many local farmers.

Tractors dated from 1935 to current computer-driven ones. Also, working steam engines dated back 1899 caused quite a stir with 
their whistle blasts.

Co-chair Kim Smith started out the interview with a question of his own: “Do you realize that at one time there were six tractor 
dealerships within a 5-mile radius in our community?” he asked with his characteristic grin. “Tractors have always played a major 
role in our community’s economy. We had 51 exhibitors this year showing off 84 tractors. Bill and Dorothy Bugard, both 80-plus 
years, brought the most tractors, nine.”

“We try to gear everything towards family fun,” Smith stated. “It’s important for people to understand the role of farming in our 
community. I remember as a kid, when I first started learning to drive tractors, my grandpa told me, ‘You’ve got to run that tractor 
in a straight line.’ Nowadays, tractors have satellite controls that keep them running straight. It’s called precision planting.” 

Smith went on to explain, “The only thing the driver does is turn the tractor to miss a tree or something else in its way. I 
remember my grandpa talking about how difficult it was to change from a horse team to a tractor with a gasoline engine. I can’t 
imagine what he would think of tractors that drive themselves.”

“On Saturday morning at 10 o’clock, we held memorial service for the farmers in our communities that have passed away in the 
last year,” Smith said. “We call it The Final Harvest. The service was conducted by Pastor Bob Castle and Craig Goodlock. Each 

family receives a plaque in memory of their loved one.”
The rain did put a damper on the event, and it stopped in time for the noon parade of tractors. “It’s quite a sight to see all of those different models and ages of tractors driving through 

town,” Smith said. “The parade was led by the Stockbridge Township fire department’s pickup truck and the SAESA ambulance ended the parade.”
At 3 p.m. the kids pedal pull took place. More than 44 youth took part in the pedal pull, organized by Melissa and Ben Noll and always a highlight of the day.
The committee is already looking forward to next year’s event scheduled for the last weekend in September. This is their way of keeping the community’s agriculture history alive.

 Many individuals from both teams were awarded Academic All State. At the time, Stockbridge was one of the smallest high schools in Class B with just over 500 
students. Class B included student enrollment of 500-1100. 

The following year, in 1996, the boys team finished 2nd in a highly contested race at MIS. The year after that, they were 4th in the state. Stockbridge has continued 

Cross Country page 1

to have great Cross Country programs boasting many conference and regional 
champions as well as many All State runners and Academic All-Staters.

Coach Jim Lister noted, “It was hard to believe it has been 25 years since the 
CC teams accomplished this feat. They still remain the only State Championship 
team in the history of Stockbridge HS.” 

Pat Heeney began the boys Cross Country program.  Later, Jim Brown, John 
Prescott and Dan Steffey coached the boys.  Back in 1990, the Listers took over 
the boys team and regrouped the girls team.   Jim and Anita coached Stockbridge 
Cross Country for 15 years before passing the torch to Steve Allison.  Besides the 
Listers, the girls teams have been coached by Mike French, Susan Lockhart, Luke 
Thorburn and Jeff Trapp.  Both the boys and girls coaches have developed many 
great teams as well.

Coaches Jim and Anita Lister want to thank all of their former runners for their 
efforts to make program so successful.  Led by Steve Allison, the event took such 
a huge effort from so many to make it come together. Many had to travel long 
distances, take off work, and arrange for families and lodging. 

Both coaches agreed,  “There is a special bond and love we will always have 
for this group of young men. It was more of a celebration of this close ‘family’ 
of athletes  than the banners on the walls. What was shared 25 years ago helped 
to mold us all into the individuals we are today. We were so amazed to see the 
accomplishments of all of these boys that are very successful men now.  Thank 
you for all that you gave us! RUN HARD!!!”

1994 & 1995 Boys Cross Country Teams:
-David Allison -Steve Allison  -Matt Ashby -Ed Bennett*
-Brian Boos  -Tim Boring  -Jeremy Clark -Shaun DeMint
-Jon Glynn*  -Adam King  -Matt LeGasse* -Jamey Lister
-Nathan Schulz -Ben Sharkey*  -Andy Smith -Jeremy Smith
-Jakob Steffey* -Tom Tucker  -Maurice Pendell*
-Jim & Anita Lister-coaches
*Unable to attend
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Rural perspectives
by Rose Collison
Cicadas begin life as a rice-shaped egg 

that the female deposits in a groove she 
makes in a tree limb, using her ovipositor. 
The groove provides shelter and exposes 
the tree fluids, which the young cicadas feed 
on. These grooves can kill small branches. 
When the branches die and leaves turn 
brown, it is called flagging.

Once the cicada hatches from the egg, 
it will begin to feed on the tree fluids. At 
that point, it looks like a termite or small 
white ant. Once the young cicada is ready, 
it crawls from the groove and falls to the 
ground, where it will dig until it finds roots 
to feed on. It will typically start with smaller 
grass roots and work its way up to the roots 
of its host tree.

The cicada will stay underground from 2 
to 17 years, depending on the species.

Cicadas are active underground, 
tunneling and feeding, and not sleeping or 
hibernating as commonly thought. After 
the long 2 to 17 years, cicadas emerge from 
the ground as nymphs. Nymphs climb the 

nearest available tree, and begin to shed their nymph exoskeleton. Free 
of their old skin, their wings will inflate with fluid and their adult skin 
will harden. Once their new wings and body are ready, they can begin 
their adult life.

Adult cicadas, also called imagoes, spend their time in trees looking 
for a mate. Males sing, females respond, mating begins, and the cycle 
of life continues. There are over 190 varieties (including species and 
subspecies) of cicadas in North America, and over 3,390 varieties of 
cicadas around the world.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer 
and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the 
area for a number of years.

Cicada aka ‘Jar Fly.’ Photo 
credit Kat Simms

Pedal Pull: Family highlight of 
tractor show

Levi Bennett wins 3-4 age division for 
boys. Photo credit Victoria Bennett

by Judy Williams
Rain did not dampen the family fun event of the kids pedal tractor 

pull, Saturday, Sept. 28. In all, 44 kids, ranging in age from 3 to 12, 
participated. The popular and fun event is always a highlight of the 
two-day tractor show. Weights pulled according to age groups were as 
follows: 3 to 4, 75 pounds; 5 to 6, 150 lbs.; 7 to 8, 250 lbs.; 9 to 10, 300 
lbs. and 11 to 12, 350 lbs.

Youngsters placed as follows:
Girls 3-4
First: Mackenzie Topping
Second: Gracie Hicks

Boys 3-4
First: Levi Bennett
Second: Mason Townsend
Third: Lane Topping
Fourth: Remington Hicks

Girls 5-6
First: Brooklynn Heinz
Second: Harper Kies
Third: Alexandra Pico
Fourth: Maranda Marks
Boys 5-6
First: Trent Brewer
Second: Carson Benedict
Third: Mitchell Topping
Fourth: Joseph Inman and Dylan 
Smith
Girls 7-8
First: Vanessa Pico

Second: Louisa
Third: Lilly Toppy and Hayden 
McClaskey
Fourth: Molly Poma and Jode 
Siefert

Boys 7-8
First: Caleb Benedict
Second: Beke Erlich
Third: Jesse Pidd
Girls 9-10
First: Madeline Topping
Second: Hadley McCloskey

Boys 9-10
First: Mason Prater
Second: Jarod Siefert
Third: Cas Poma

Girls 11-12

Boys 11-12
First: James Lukenich

Brooklynn Heinz wins 5-6 age division 
for girls. Photo credit Sarah Heinz

After many leaves had been raked, windows caulked, and hedges 
trimmed, the volunteers headed to the cemetery to do some sprucing up 
there as well. Pastor Rob credits the efforts of Jodelle Sparks for getting 
the ball rolling and organizing  an army of volunteers to head out and 
help their neighbors.

Not satisfied with a one-time effort and knowing there are still 
needs to be met, Bridge Builders members plan to head out again 
over this month, rakes and hammers (and sometimes chain saws and 
weed whackers) in hand, spurred on by their Christian beliefs and the 
satisfaction of helping their neighbors in need.  If you are interested in 
joining in, they would be glad to have the help and the more volunteers 
they have, the more households they can help. To volunteer or to find 
out more, email them at info@c3stockbridge.org , call the office at 517-
851-7075 or check out their website: c3stockbridge.org

Builders page 3

Two Uncaged news students earn 
individual national recognition

Informational graphics: Portfolio of work 
CM. Hannah Bolton, Uncaged, Stockbridge 
High School.

Single Subject News or Feature package, 
Single-Page Design CM. Abigail Douglas, 
“Restorative Justice Becomes the New 
RTR,” Uncaged, Stockbridge High School.

by Elizabeth Cyr
Two Uncaged news students earned individual 

national recognition for their news design work. 
The Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
announced the winners from its 36th Gold Circle 
Awards program. This year, these categories 
attracted 7,187 news and magazines entries 
submitted in 86 categories.

Informational graphics: Portfolio of work
CM. Hannah Bolton, Uncaged, Stockbridge 

High School, Stockbridge, MI
Single Subject News or Feature package, 

Single-Page Design
CM. Abigail Douglas, “Restorative Justice 

Becomes the New RTR,” Uncaged, Stockbridge 
High School, Stockbridge, MI
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Nov. 3 - 24 - Friends of the Stockbridge Library Silent 
Auction, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26 - Drop in LEGO club, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27 - Coffee chats, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
Nov. 6, 13, 20 - Movers and Readers Playtime (Ages 
up to 3), 11 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 7, 14, 21 - Thinking Thursdays (Ages 8 to 15), 4 
to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 8 - Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8 to 15), 7 to 8 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 8 - SKY Variety Show, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 9 - Plainfield United Methodist Church Chicken 
and Biscuit Supper, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Plainfield United 
Methodist Church
Nov. 9 - Waterloo Village United Methodist Church 
Spaghetti Dinner, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Waterloo Village 
United Methodist Church
Nov. 9 - SKY Variety Show, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 10 - SKY Variety Show, 2:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 12 - Tactile Tuesdays (Ages 10 and up), 5 to 6 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library

Community Calendar
Nov. 13 - Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 6 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 15 - Family Game Nights, 5 to 6:45 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Nov. 16 - Food and Clothes Pantry, 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Stockbridge Church of Christ
Nov. 16 - SAAC Variety Show, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 17 - SAAC Variety Show, 3 to 5 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 22 - Book group discussion, noon to 1 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library
Nov. 26 - SAAC hosts Randy Napoleon Jazz Quartet, 
7 to 9 p.m. at the Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 28 - Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Heritage Elementary
Nov. 30 - Open Air Indoor Market, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the First Presbyterian Church Education Building
Nov. 30 - Small Business Saturday, Support your 
local small businesses during normal operating hours
Nov. 30 - Festival of Lights, 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall

 For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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InvenTeam page 1
The Lemelson-MIT Program awards InvenTeams grants and manages the initiative. The Lemelson-MIT 

Program is funded by The Lemelson Foundation and is administered by the School of Engineering at MIT. See 
more at: http://lemelson.mit.edu/inventeams#sthash.ytIQrAzU.dpuf.

Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams ® are teams of high school students, educators, and mentors that receive 
grants up to $10,000 each to invent technological solutions to real-world problems. InvenTeams research 
intellectual property, exchange ideas, design parts, build models, and make modifications as they develop their 
invention prototypes. They learn to move forward through challenges and celebrate “Eureka!” moments, all 
while cultivating their technical leadership skills. Projects are collaborative efforts, driven by the students. The 
InvenTeam initiative fosters a “learning-by-doing” environment fueled by inquiry-based thinking.

Stockbridge High School InvenTeam’s proposed invention is the Emperor Micro Lander, a device used 
to monitor aquatic life in the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa. The Emperor Micro Lander 
is a small, untethered free undersea vehicle for benthic operations. It is hand deployable from small boats. 
The product we envision will be lightweight, portable and durable. The system will be small enough to be 
carried onto a commercial aircraft to simplify shipping with no hazardous material. The Emperor Micro 
Lander will carry cameras, lights and a conductivity, depth and temperature (CTD) sensor or other custom 
sensor packages as needed. It will use a biodegradable sacrificial weight for the anchor that can be locally 
sourced in any port ‘o call. The micro lander can reach a maximum depth of 100 meters and maintain an 
upright position regardless of seafloor topography. A locator beacon will help with its self-recovery system. 
The Emperor Micro Lander can be programmed to remain underwater for up to a week depending upon the 
needs of the researcher and return to the surface autonomously. The Emperor Micro Lander fills a void in the 
current marketplace for a low-cost, easy-to-deploy, operate, and recover sensor system that can be used by 
professional researchers and citizen scientists alike. 

The Stockbridge High School InvenTeam members are seniors Baylee Heidrich, Sylvia Whitt and Anna 
Schlaff, junior Cameron Brewer, sophomores Mayzie Wright, Hythem Beydoun, Brooklyn Rochow and 
Juliana Rooke, as well as freshmen Jack Hammerberg and Brianna Polenz.  The team’s faculty mentor is Mr. 
Robert Richards.  

Students, teachers, and mentors representing the Stockbridge InvenTeam will travel to Washington, 
D.C., in June for the Lemelson-MIT Program’s EurekaFest, a multi-day celebration of the inventive spirit. 
InvenTeams present and showcase their prototypes at EurekaFest’s public exhibit. Teams are inspired by the 
National Collegiate Student Prize winners, MIT faculty, and one another.

True success for each InvenTeam is students having fun throughout the grant cycle while collaborating to 
build a useful and unique device that positively impacts the lives of others. See more at: http://lemelson.mit.
edu/inventeams#sthash.ytIQrAzU.dpuf.

For more information, please contact Mr. Richards at 517-851-7770 or email at richardr@panthernet.net.
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Staff Spotlight: Stockbridge Teacher Nikki Myers shares with her 
students the wisdom that comes with years of experience

“Watching teachers do what they 
love helped me develop my passion 
for helping others,” explains Myers. 
“I came back to Stockbridge, and 
it was great working with former 
teachers and families I grew up with. 
It felt like coming home, and it was 
where I wanted to be!” Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
 Nikki Myers has taught for Stockbridge Schools for 24 years. She has taught a variety of grades, including first through fourth, plus sixth, 

seventh, and Title I. Myers grew up in Stockbridge, and her parents, Roger and Sharon, stayed in the Stockbridge area. Teaching was in her blood, 
considering her father taught Social Studies at Stockbridge High School.

“Watching teachers do what they love helped me develop my passion for helping others,” explains Myers. “I came back to Stockbridge, and it 
was great working with former teachers and families I grew up with. It felt like coming home, and it was where I wanted to be!”

Myers graduated in 1988 and attended Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti. Her degree is in Elementary Education with minors in 
Science and Social Studies. Later, she attended Marygrove College and completed her master’s degree. Myers is currently single but has a special 
man in her life. She always has a smile on her face and finds a way to deal with life looking at things in a positive light. She is a shining example 
of how working hard and staying upbeat will help you get through the challenging days.  

She considers her two incredible sons to be her greatest accomplishments in life: Riley is 24 years old, and Logan is 19. Riley graduated from 
Michigan Tech, is married, and lives locally, working for Tenneco as a Quality Engineer. Logan attends Grand Valley State University and is 
carrying on the teaching profession family tradition; he is majoring in secondary education, focusing in Physics and History.  

Myers notes that she works with the most AMAZING staff in Stockbridge! She also quotes the book, “The Four Agreements,” which she 
lives by to this day! These four beliefs have carried her through her 24 years of teaching:  Be impeccable with your word, don’t take anything 
personally, don’t make assumptions, and always do your best.  She recommends this book to young teachers to get them through the early years of 
teaching.  

Some advice she gives to Stockbridge students, “Be kind and show empathy to others...Our world would be a better place if we all were just 
kind to one another…In my classroom, I also talk to kids about making mistakes. It’s OK to make mistakes, as long as you are working hard to 
grow from those mistakes and always trying your best.”

    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Natasha D. Carr - died Sept. 22, 2019 - Jackson
 · James (Jim) Charles Brown - died Sept. 22, 2019 - Napoleon
 · Amelia Bohne Beyer - died Sept. 26, 2019 - Waterloo
 · Warren K. Scheppe - died Sept. 27, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Lyla Joyce Harr - died Sept. 28, 2019 - Grass Lake
 · David L. Adams - died Sept. 30, 2019 - Jackson
 · Vicki L. Gladstone - died Sept. 30, 2019 - Gregory
 · Linda S. LeMaster - died Oct. 14, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Harold A. Henry - died Oct. 15, 2019 - Gregory
· Jerry “Jughead” Phillips - died Oct. 17, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Connie K. Mayer - died Oct. 18, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Jessie R. Fletcher - died Oct. 19, 2019 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

“Kayla is a welcome addition to our team,” President Patrice 
Johnson said. “Her positive attitude and willingness to help are 
invaluable. She’s a joy to work with.”

Fletcher and her husband, Curtis, have lived in Stockbridge their 
entire lives and graduated from Stockbridge High School together in 
2008 before tying the knot in 2016. They welcomed 20-month-old 
daughter, Amelia, in 2017.

“I enjoy working for the SCN team. It’s wonderful being a part of 
something that the whole town gets to enjoy,” Fletcher said.

SCN prints a monthly newspaper that it circulates free of charge to 
11,000 households in the 125-square-mile Stockbridge School District, 
including Munith, Gregory, Pleasant Lake, and Fitchburg plus portions 
of Pinckney, Fowlerville, Chelsea, Dansville, Webberville, White 
Oak, Grass Lake, Leslie, and Jackson. SCN’s website and Facebook 
pages regularly serve more than 20,000 viewers each month with a 
growing list of more than 1,000 followers. SCN is a Michigan nonprofit 
organization (IRS #C4-4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer 
board of directors.

Fletcher page 2From Stockbridge Capital Area District Library
by head librarian Sherri McConnell
Halloween has passed but I must give a shoutout 

to the Friends of the Stockbridge Library! They built a 
terrifying lamppost tree for October. Unlike the trees 
outside, this tree gained leaves as people contributed 
scary book titles that were tied to the branches. More 
holidays are coming up, and the Stockbridge branch 
will be a part of community festivities. Watch for us 
in the Festival of Lights parade on Nov. 30. Santa’s 
favorite animals will be visiting the library on Dec. 3 
from 3-4:30 p.m., so stop by for hot chocolate and a 
wintery craft. On Dec. 8, we’ll celebrate the season 
with music from Generations and light refreshments 
from 1-4 p.m. 

CADL Stockbridge is proud of the services and 
programs we provide to the community, and what we 
do is one of the reasons Capital Area District Libraries 
received the 2019 state librarian’s Excellence Award. 
This award recognizes a Michigan library that provides 
superior customer service. 

“Selecting one library for this recognition is quite 
difficult,” said Randy Riley, State Librarian. “The 
Capital Area District Library impacts Ingham County 
communities daily and consistently finds new and 
inventive ways to bring their resources to the people. 
Programs that garnered the selection committee’s 
attention included working with Ingham County Jail 
inmates; a ‘library of things’ that loans appliances, 
tools, games, and other things, besides books, at 

The Friends of the Stockbridge Library built a 
terrifying lamppost tree for October. Unlike the trees 
outside, this tree gained leaves as people contributed 
scary book titles that were tied to the branches. Photo 
provided by Sherri McConnell

no charge; outstanding local history resources; a ‘Girls that Code’ program; and structuring meaningful 
community conversations.” 

If you want to see what the Stockbridge branch has to offer, check out the community calendar in the 
Stockbridge Community News and stop by the library! We are open 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Monday through Friday; 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday; and 1-5 pm on Sunday.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge branch is located at 200 Wood St. For more information, call 
517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org.



Stockbridge Community NewsNovember 2019 9

Obituaries
Warren K. Scheppe

Warren K. Scheppe
July 21, 1939 to Sept. 27, 2019

Warren K. Scheppe, age 80, of 
Stockbridge, MI, passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 27, 2019 at his home. He was born in 
Plymouth, MI on July 21, 1939, the son of 
Warren W. and Mary (Childers) Scheppe. He 
married Anita Rae (Bailey) in Livonia in 1969, 
she survives. Also surviving are three children: 
Jeffrey Steckelberg (Leela Vernon) of 
Stockbridge, Josef Scheppe (Amber Badour) 
of Ann Arbor, and Kristin Scheppe (Brian 
Ball) of Stockbridge, two grandchildren, Faith 
and Jenna, three half-sisters, Audrey (Mark) 
Plath of Petoskey, Mary Ellen Lindsey and 
Linda Gabbert, both of Wayne, MI, and one 
half-brother, Howard Gabbert of  MI.  He was 
preceded in death by a brother, William Kurt 
Scheppe, a half-brother, John, and niece, Julie.

Warren served in the United States Navy from 1956-1959. He had lived 
in the Stockbridge area for the past 50 years. He enjoyed Harley-Davidson 
and British motorcycles. He also loved trucks, watching the Detroit Red 
Wings and Michigan State football.

On Sunday, Oct. 13, 2019, there was a time to gather at the White Oak 
Township Hall with light refreshments served. Those wishing to make a 
memorial contribution in Warren’s memory may do so to the Stockbridge 
Community Outreach or the Stockbridge Library.

Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge

Gary, Joan and the Allen Family would like to thank the entire 
Stockbridge Community for their extraordinary support during our 
time of sorrow.  We are forever grateful to live among friends and 
family who brought love and heartfelt generosity into our home.

Thank you and God Bless.

Thank you, Stockbridge Community!

Connie “Kay” Mayer

Connie “Kay” Mayer
July 24, 1945 to Oct. 18, 2019

Connie “Kay” Mayer, age 74, of Stockbridge, 
MI, passed away on October 18, 2019 from 
injuries sustained in an automobile accident.  
She was born on July 24, 1945 in Royalton, KY 
the daughter of John Poe and Beatrice Arnett 
(Marshall, Poe). On August 20, 1966, she married 
Bill Mayer, and he preceded her in death on April 
13, 1977.

Surviving are her daughter, Dawn (Mike) 
Kapalla of Stockbridge, and son, Darin (Donna) 
Mayer of Mancelona, one grandson, Hunter 
Kapalla, brother, Larry Arnett of Dansville and 
special Aunt, Jessie Marshall of Pleasant Lake. 
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in 
death by her parents, an infant son, Michael, and 
two brothers, Bob Poe and John Poe.

Kay had lived in the Stockbridge area her entire 
life. She had worked at the Chelsea Methodist Home as a Nurse Aide for 
25 years, as well as the Stockbridge Schools in the kitchen and as a hall 
monitor. She loved to take care of people. She also enjoyed shopping at 
Walmart, doing Word Searches and coloring. Most of all she loved her 
family, especially her grandson, Hunter, who was her pride and joy.

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. from the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home with Pastor Jeff Howard 
officiating. The family will receive friends at the funeral home on Tuesday 
from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. Memorial Contributions may be made to Stockbridge 
Community Outreach.

Joann R. Fletcher

Joann R. Fletcher
March 27, 1943 to Oct. 19, 2019

Joann R. Fletcher, age 76, of Stockbridge, 
MI, passed away on Saturday, October 19, 
2019. She was born in Jackson, MI on March 
27, 1943, the daughter of Charles and Martha 
(Mayes) Flack. On November 18, 1961 she 
married Bill E. Fletcher, and he survives. Also 
surviving are two children, Sherry Fletcher of 
Stockbridge, and Stephen (Juanita) Fletcher 
of Stockbridge, five grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren; a brother-in-law, George 
Villanueva of Phoenix, and three sisters-in-
law: Joyce McKimmy, Delores Schroder, and 
Betty Perez, all of Stockbridge; also several 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 

death by a brother, Charles Flack, Jr. and sisters, Rosemarie Mosley and 
Margaret Villanueva.

Joann had lived in the Stockbridge area her entire life. She was a 
member of the Bunker Hill Seventh-Day Adventist Church. She had 
worked at Rockwell, Federal Screw Works, Stockbridge Manufacturing, 
as well as the Chelsea Methodist Home. She enjoyed working outdoors, 
mowing her lawn, working in her garden, and doing yard work. She 
especially loved her lilacs. She also enjoyed playing the piano and was an 
excellent seamstress. Most of all she loved her family, and she especially 
loved doting on her grandchildren.

A Funeral Service will be held at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home 
on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. The family will receive 
friends from 10:00 a.m. until the time of service. Those wishing to make 
a contribution in Joann’s memory may do so to the American Cancer 
Society, the American Breast Cancer Foundation, the Ingham Co. Sheriff 
Department, or SAESA (Stockbridge Area Emergency Services Authority).

Garold Jerry Phillips

Garold Jerry Phillips
Jan. 5, 1972 to Oct. 17, 2019

Garold Jerry “Jughead” Phillips, age 47, 
of Jackson, MI passed away at his home on 
Thursday, October 17, 2019. He was born on 
January 5, 1972 in Jackson, MI the son of Ivan 
Phillips and Charlett (Fletcher). He was raised 
by his mother and step-father Charlett and Dan 
Freeman, and they survive. Also surviving are 
two children, Angellica Phillips and Michael 
Phillips, seven siblings: Bobby Phillips of 
Chelsea, Jeff Phillips of Chelsea, Dannette 
Mangual (Ron) of Jackson, Lisa Fletcher of 
Jackson,  Craig (Kim) Freeman of Westphalia, 
Brett Freeman of Jackson, and Aimee (Mechie) 
Garrett of Jackson; also numerous nieces, 
nephews, and cousins, as well as several aunts 

and uncles. He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Wheeler and 
Mae Fletcher, and JW and Billy Freeman, and great-niece, Ruby Fletcher.

Jerry had lived in Jackson for the past ten years, moving from 
Stockbridge. He enjoyed scrapping/junking, hunting, fishing, and telling 
stories.

Funeral Services will be held at the Highest Praise Worship Center, 
Stockbridge on Thursday, October 24, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. with Pastor Danny 
Roberts officiating. The family will receive friends at the Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Stockbridge on Wednesday from 6-8 p.m.
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Student of the Month: Second-grader 
Annabelle Wilburn

The youngest daughter of Joey and 
Kaitlyn Porter, Annabelle Wilburn 
says family is the most important 
thing to her. School provided photo

by Cindy Lance
This month’s spotlight shines on Smith Elementary second-grader 

Annabelle Wilburn.  Terri Grant, her first-grade teacher, put forth the 
nomination and stated, “Annabelle is always a perfect model of Smith 
Panther Pride.  She is very respectful of others, makes wise choices 
and is a dedicated student, always eager to learn.  She is a friend to all 
students and does her best consistently.” Current teacher Laura Whitaker 
views Annabelle as “a student you can always count on. She is the first 
to offer help to her classmates and is always kind and gracious. Other 
students look to her as a leader and she sets a fine example of what 
Panther Pride looks like. I have really enjoyed having Annabelle in my 
class!”

The youngest daughter of Joey and Kaitlyn Porter, her family is the 
most important thing to her.  Her most recent accomplishment? Safety 
Patrol.  Annabelle enjoys drawing, singing, dance, art and playing 
outside. Annabelle aspires to be a principal one day.

Words of advice she tries to heed?  Eat dessert first! 

Ask an expert: In 
November, drivers 
need to be alert 
for deer

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Q. Will my insurance cover vehicle 

damage from a car-deer accident? —
Sandy W., Munith

A. With deer hunting set for this 
month, this is a question that should be on everyone’s mind. Deer are on 
the move because of rut and the hunting season. According to Michigan 
State Police, there are about 50,000 car/deer accidents each year in 
Michigan.

Deer accidents are so frustrating because they often occur without 
fault of the driver and it’s not like the deer have an insurance company 
you can negotiate with. Rumors fly about deductibles being waived 
because a deer accident is an act of God, or that the state pays your 
deductible because of the high number of deer. Neither is true in any 
state or for any insurance company.

Whether or not a deductible applies depends on how you originally 
purchased the policy.  So, as not to leave you in suspense: The answer is 
yes, your insurance will cover vehicle damage from a car-deer accident. 
It also will pay for hitting an animal such as a dog, raccoon, etc., but 
only if you have comprehensive insurance.

Here’s the thing: Comprehensive car insurance is not required by 
law in Michigan. Comprehensive car insurance is optional and covers 
damages to your car caused by fire, flood, hail, theft, vandalism and 
other losses that are often considered as acts of God. This is an optional 
coverage that you can add to your own insurance policy and it is usually 
purchased along with collision coverage.

Comprehensive coverage also pays for damages caused by hitting an 
animal, such as a deer. If you have a deer claim, and only have liability 
coverage, you are probably out of luck. But the damage to your vehicle 
from hitting a deer may be covered under the comprehensive coverage, 
or a policy add on, sometimes referred to as “other than collision” — 
though in this case, it helps you in the case of a collision, too!!

All of this can be very confusing and it’s best to discuss your policy 
with your insurance agent to make sure you are properly covered. Make 
sure you ask your agent about comprehensive coverage, as well as un-
insured and under-insured motorist coverage.

Remember that all insurance companies are not the same and neither 
are all body shops. Do your research and choose wisely. Your family’s 
personal safety and economic well-being may depend upon it.

A good tip is to never swerve for a deer, as you may go into another 
lane and hit another car, or go off the road and hit a tree, resulting in 
bodily injury to yourself or others. Once a car strikes anything other 
than the deer, it is a collision claim and not a comprehensive claim.

See Expert on page 11.

Characters come to life in cemetery tour

The 11th annual tour of Oaklawn Cemetery took place Sept. 22 on a warm Sunday afternoon. The Stockbridge 
Area Genealogical/Historical Society presented the program free of charge. 
Photo credit DigitalCrumbs Photography

by Dutch Ramsdell
The 11th annual tour of Oaklawn Cemetery took place Sept. 22, on a warm Sunday afternoon. The 

Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society presented the program free of charge.
The Society “brought to life” individuals from Stockbridge’s past using actors to tell their stories. The 

cast of characters, with actors in parentheses,  include local druggist John Willmore 
(cousin Dutch Ramsdell), schoolteacher and partner in the family insurance business 
Hester Topping Fillmore (granddaughter Karlee Fillmore), victim of World War I Leslie 
Richmond (Jeremy Muraf), former president of Boos Products Paige Boos (Tristan 
DeCroix), secretary to Stockbridge high school principals for 26 years Grace Collins (Geri 
Uihlein), elementary schoolteacher Erma Streets ( daughter Eva Lou Mills) and office 
worker Genevieve Millhouse (Cindy Grostick).

The fine turnout included five groups for the tour. The well-prepared team of tour 
guides of Rebecca DeCroix, Sue Lindemer, Vickie Jacobs and Janet Pendell led the groups 
around the cemetery. Several over the age of 80 walked the tour, and David Lindemer 
captained a golf cart for those needing a lift. 

The tent staff of Laura Walsh, Rhoda Mc Vay, Dana Zamiara and Francis Laird kept 
things organized and fielded questions about the Society. The event featured a “school” 
to accommodate those too young to take the tour. The teachers included Mary Ellen 
Ramsdell, and the DeCroix sisters, Melanie and Trista. Student actors included Drew and 
Rebecca Muraf.

The afternoon was enjoyed by all.  For their part, the staff and actors took a great 
deal of pleasure and guests offered positive feedback. Especially noted were the period 
costumes worn by the participants.

The Society welcomes suggestions as to whom they might bring back to life in future 
tours and can be contacted at Post Office Box 966, Stockbridge, MI 49285 or on Facebook 
by searching for Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society.
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It is deer season and they are on the move; stay alert and drive safely!
FYI: According to Michigan Traffic Crash Facts, nearly 47,000 Michigan 

motorist collided with deer in 2016, killing 14 people and injuring 
more than 1,200. Nearly 20% of these crashes happened in November. 
Furthermore, one-third of all traffic accidents in November 2016 were 
because of a vehicle hitting a deer.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children 
here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business 
since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. 
Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.

Expert page 10

“Home for the Holidays” Festival 
Chorus Concert, Sat., Nov. 16 at 
7:30pm and Sun., Nov. 17 at 3pm. 
Free. Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Sponsored by the Stockbridge Area 
Arts Council

Randy Napoleon Quartet, with opening 
act by the Stockbridge High School 
Jazz Band, Tuesday, Nov. 26 at 7pm 
at Stockbridge Township Hall.  Free. 
Sponsored by the Stockbridge Area 
Arts Council.

Silent Auction at the Stockbridge 
Branch Library.  Starts November 3, 
ends at 5pm on Sunday, November 
24, 2019. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Stockbridge Library. Find us on 
Facebook!

Waterloo Farm Museum’s Pioneer Day 
draws large crowd

Grand Rapids filmmaker Aaron Russman 
collected footage for a documentary he is 
crafting about the museum. He recently 
completed a feature film, “The Denny Dooley 
Story,” a fictional story of a 1960s and ‘70s 
musician who used the museum’s grounds and 
buildings in many of the shots.

by Alex Weddon
History came alive under deep blue 

Michigan skies Oct. 13 during the Waterloo 
Farm Museum’s annual Pioneer Day. The 
unique look at a time gone by drew hundreds 
of guests who strolled the farm grounds and 
nearby Dewey School.

“This is as big a crowd as any I can 
remember,” said Ron Kaiser, longtime 
member, volunteer and past board member of 
the Waterloo Area Historical Society.

Civil War re-enactors were part of the 
multitude of participants demonstrating crafts 
and lifestyles from the 1800s.

Visitors could see a pioneer farm 
community that included tours of the 
farmhouse, a doctor’s office, a beer maker, a 
fur traders’ camp and many other aspects of 
the life of our self-reliant ancestors.

The multigenerational crowd also enjoyed  
food prepared using vintage recipes and 
listened to the music of yesteryear performed 
with instruments rarely seen at today’s 
electronic concerts.

The event offered a trip back in time that 
often prompted parents to say “I remember...” 
to their youngsters. In so doing, history was 
repeated and passed on to another generation. 
No wonder the hardworking volunteers 
were smiling, because creating a family 
friendly museum that encourages historical 
connections is what they are all about.

The Waterloo Farm Museum is located 
at 13493 Waterloo-Munith Road. For more 

information on the museum and Dewey School,  see www.waterloofarmmuseum.org.
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Oct. 21, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
October 21, 2019 at 7:31pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner Trustee Ed Wetherell Trustee 
Terry Sommer  Member absent from 
meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Alex Ruden, 

Oscar Cash, Noah Gordon, Kyle Johnston 
Moment of Silence 
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board meeting agenda as printed 
Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comment Discussion
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting minutes as printed 
from September 16, 2019 Wetherell second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept Stockbridge 

Township Financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2019 thru October 21, 2019 
Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Building Department 

quarterly report as followed Zoning 3 new 
permits, Building 6 new permits( 2 Pole 
Barns/ 1 Re-Roof / 2 Deck / 1 Solar), 
Electrical 7 new permits, Plumbing 2 
new permits, Driveways 0 new permits, 
Addresses 1 new permit, Demolition 0 new 
permits.
Old Business
Renovation update water leak from roof 

has been found and Gary Greene is working 
on solutions for this Permits are all good,  
Footings have passed inspection, New 
furnace and air conditioning unit will be 
installed
Lauckner motion to spend $750.00 on 

holiday decorations for the Stockbridge 
Township Square Sommer second All in 

Favor Motion Carried
New Business
Discussion was had about Hermitage Farm 

Lane and the maintenance of that Lane at 
least 51% of residents on that lane have ask 
Stockbridge Township to set up a special 
assessment to repair Hermitage Farm 
Lane. Stockbridge Township is working with 
Their Lawyers to get this one time special 
assessment setup.
Sommer motion to purchase a new copier 

from J. McEldowney Inc. up to $5,000.00 
Wetherell second Roll Call Vote Sommer 
Yes, Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Wetherell Yes, 
Lantis Yes, All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township needs to replace 

the air conditioning unit at the Stockbridge 
Township Library Lantis has bids will reach 
out to companies and see how long the bids 
are good for. 
Lantis motion to donate $625.00 to Tri-

County Office on Again meals on wheels 
program Lauckner second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion to raise Katrina Griffith 

meeting pay to $50.00 a meeting Sommer 
second Roll Call Vote Muraf Yes, Wetherell 
Yes, Lauckner Yes,  Sommer Yes, Lantis Yes 
all in Favor Motion Carried
Marihauna Committee or Board discussion 

Muraf will reach out to Stockbridge Township 
Lawyer Mariah Fink and ask to create a 
special use permit for this use.
Building Department Clerk asked for a 

schedule change Stockbridge Township 
Board denied request
Sommer motion to pay Stockbridge 

Township Board bills in the amount of 
$51,430.51 Lauckner second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen Comment: Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board Regualar Board Meeting 
at 9:27pm on October 21, 2019 Sommer 
second All in Favor Motion Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE  
Council Meeting Oct. 7, 2019- Synopsis

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:06 pm.Roll Call: PRESENT: President Molly 
Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Kim 

Morehouse, Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Heath Corey; ABSENT:NONE; Others Present:  Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk,  John Gormley, Village Attorney, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, Citizens were also present, Pledge of 

Allegiance  President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance.  Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the October 7, 2019 agenda as amended to add e. Special Meeting 

August 19, 2019 Minutes. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Approval of Minutes MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla to approve the minutes of September 9, 2019 as presented by Clerk Nogle, Motion 

carried with unanimous ayes.MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the Special Minutes 
of August 19, 2019 as presented by Clerk Nogle; as amended to change Davis to David. Motion carried with 
unanimous ayes.Public Comment – None. FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Mullins 

SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Corey, Cattell, 
Corey, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Mullins, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  None MOTION PASSED;President 
Report President Howlett updated the council on ongoing projects. Police Report – Police Chief Torres gave his 

report. Crossing Guard Hire – Ronald Hodder MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
to hire Ronald Hodder as a crossing guard at $10.00 per hour. AYES: Cattell, Corey, Quintanilla, Morehouse, 

Mullins, Uihlein, Howlett,NAYES: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES NEW BUSINESS Trick or Treat 
Hours MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to trick-or-treat hours from 6pm-8pm, 

October 31, 2019.AYES: Cattell, Corey, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein NAYES: Howlett ABSENT: 
None MOTION PASSES Heritage/Smith Halloween Parade There will be a parade of preschool – 6th grade on 
October 31, 2019 from Heritage and Smith Elementary Schools. Clyde Whitaker – Part-time DPWMOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to hire Clyde Whitaker, part-time, 20 hours per week at 
$16.00 per hour. AYES: Uihlein, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Cattell, Corey, Mullins, Howlett NAYES: None 

BSENT: None MOTION PASSES Text Amendment: Public Land Use MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by 
Cattell, APPROVED; to consider expanding Public Uses to include Commercial Uses and expand residential 
in downtown businesses. AYES: Uihlein NAYES: Cattell, Corey, Morehouse, Mullins, Quintanilla, Howlett 

ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to consider 
expanding Public Uses to include Commercial Use. AYES: Corey, Cattell, Quintanilla, Mullins, Morehouse, 
Howlett NAYES: Uihlein ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES  MML Conference Cattell updated council on 
his MML Conference as being very informative. DDA Appointments MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by 

Cattell, APPROVED; to appoint the following to the DDA Board: Jon Fillmore: term to expire 1/31/2020 (2year)
Daryl Anderson: term to expire 1/31/2021 (4year)Naomi Carson: 1/31/2023 (4year) Judith Cook: 1/31/2022 

(4year)AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell, Morehouse, Corey, Quintanilla, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: None 
MOTION PASSES Council Comments: Uihlein discussed a building he was selling on 4905 Brogan Road. The 
location is turn key listed for $170,000. Uihlein invited the council to schedule a viewing with either him or his 

wife Geri Uihlein. Uihlein requested an update on ordinances because he is still seeing boats, recreational vehicles 
in the right a way.  Mullins updated Uihlein that the committee is still working on ordinances.  Uihlein wants to 
see progress from the ordinance committee. Quintanilla discussed work debris is being discharged in the storm 

drain from MDOT work. CLOSED SESSION MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; 
to go into closed session at 9:05pm AYES: Uihlein, Quintanilla, Mullins, Morehouse, Corey, Cattell, 

Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: none MOTION PASSES MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; to open into open session at 9:26pm Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Public Comment - There 

were comments made by the public.  ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Quintanilla,  SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:27pm.  

 Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from Sept. 12 to Oct. 6, 2019

Thursday, 9/12 - Unknown Accident/Car found in ditch-W. M-36/Arnold Rd., Assist EMS/Fall-Doyle Rd./
Worden Rd., Suspicious Situation-Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir.
Friday, 9/13 - Medical Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./Doyle Rd., Assist EMS-Main St./ Dewey St., Suspicious 
Situation-M.36/Dexter Trl., Verbal Domestic-Bowdish Rd./Walnut Ln.
Saturday, 9/14 - Parking Complaint-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Sunday, 9/15 - Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/Arnold Rd., Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department-
Graves Rd./Doyle Rd.
Monday, 9/16 - Road Hazard-Doyle Rd./Kane Rd., Assist EMS-Kane Rd., Assist w/Animal Complaint-Osborn 
Lake Dr./Scenic Dr., Hit & Run-Doyle Rd./Worden Rd., Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/Barton Rd.
Tuesday, 9/17 - Fraud-M-36/Spears
Wednesday, 9/18 - Prisoner Transport
Thursday, 9/19 - Fraud-Doyle Rd./Van Syckle Rd., Assist EMS/Fall-E. M-36/Kane Rd.
Friday, 9/20 - Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Suspicious Situation-Rockwell Rd., Property 
Damage, Accident/Truck versus Deer-Dexter Trl./M.-36, Smoke Investigation/Assist Unadilla Township Fire 
Department-Barton Rd./Spears Rd.
Saturday, 9/21 - Assist EMS-Twin Ponds Trl./W. M-36
Sunday, 9/22, Assist EMS-Watson Dr./Channel Dr., Assist EMS-M-106/Worden Rd., Assist EMS-W.M-36/
Pingree
Tuesday, 9/24 - Subpena Service-E. M-106, Animal Complaint/Injured Deer-M-36/Dexter 
Wednesday, 9/25 - Warrant Arrest-Undisclosed Location, Suspicious Situation-Donahue Rd./Spears Rd.
Thursday, 9/26 - Animal Complaint/dog-Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr., Assist EMS/Medical-Howlett Rd./Doyle 
Rd., Respond to Alarm-Wasson Rd./Damon Dr., Civil Complaint-Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr.
Friday, 9/27 - Welfare Check-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd., Respond to Medical Alarm-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.
Saturday, 9/28 - Civil Complaint-Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr., Damage/Vandelisim-Church St./Webb St., Assist 
EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Sunday, 9/29 - Suspicious Situation-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd., Animal Complaint/Cat-Church St./Webb St.
Monday, 9/30 - Larceny-M-36/Main St., Assist Other Agency-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd.
Tuesday, 10/1 - Suspicious Situation-M-36/Spears Rd., Animal Complaint/Dog-Kaiser Rd,/Tamara Dr., 
Hazardous Vehicle-Sunset Dr./Kaiser Rd., Welfare Check-M-106/Treelane Dr., Malicious Destruction of 
Property-Tamara Dr./Kaise Rd.
Wednesday, 10/2 - Animal Complaint-M-36/Main St., Assist EMS-Cass St./Dewey St.
Thursday, 10/3 - Welfare Check-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd., Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd./Kane Rd., Suspicious 
Situation- Main St./Kuhn St.
Friday, 10/4 - Welfare Check-M-36/Spears Rd.
Saturday, 10/5 -Weapons Offense-Roepke Rd./Doyle Rd., Mental Disorder/Psych-Undisclosed Location
Sunday, 10/6 - Respond to Alarm-Main St./Dewey St., Welfare Check-Bullis Rd.-M-36

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 24 
Sept. 2019   7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, 

MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:01 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, Morency.   8 

residents present along with Charlie Barnum, Building 
Inspector.

Public Comment: None
Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to approve the consent agenda as presented.  
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. Lance read the report 
from Zoning Enforcement officer regarding issues that 
he is dealing with in the Township.  

Correspondence: None
Old Business:  • Walz gave a report on the last 

Parks and Recreation Committee meeting. Lion’s 
Park in Munith had a celebration on August 29th to 
show off the new equipment installed and the other 
improvements made. The plant exchange went well 
on Saturday the 21st of September and they may do it 
again in the Spring. New playground equipment has 
been installed in the Portage Lake County Park on 
Portage Lake Road and looks really nice. The grant 
check for $500 has been received and will be used 
to cover cost of additions of doggie disposal, book 
library, garbage can and sign at trail head.    

• Trash disposal day in partnership with Stockbridge 
Township will be on September 28th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.

• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to 
adopt the amended Fee Schedule Ordinance # 19-09-
24-1 as presented.  Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
This new amended Fee Schedule will replace the 
Fee Schedule in Ordinance #09-12-15-3 previously 
amended 05-25-2016. 

New Business: • Beals stated that the Planning 
Commission had addressed a resident’s request for 
placement of a shed on a property on Plum Orchard 
Road. It was explained why the zoning ordinance did 
not allow their request due to Light Industrial Zoning, 
road right of ways and required setbacks for a 220 
square foot shed. It was used as a teaching exercise 
and shows the importance of researching zoning 
requirements prior to purchasing property. They 
continued review of the Zoning Ordinance and three 
new items were added to the topic review list.

• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to accept 
the Metro Act Right of Way Permit Extension for a total 
of 5 additional years. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Walz to approve 
land combination application from Joanne Randall with 
original parcel numbers 000-05-18-102-001-00 and 
000-05-18-102-004-00 resulting in the single parcel Tax 
ID # 000-05-18-102-008-00 with 0.622 acres. Aye/all; 
no/none. Motion carried.

Other Business That Comes Before The Board: 
Because of all the questions regarding exploration 
drilling by Aggregate Industries in an additional DNR 
parcel, Lance explained that there was nothing in our 
Extraction Ordinance that prevented mining exploration. 
It is unclear who the request to do exploration drilling 
was made to regarding the DNR.  

Public Comment: Deanna Lindstrom stated that if 
there was mining in that parcel it would be very close 
to their property.    She also stated that if they do 
the drilling, they will most likely push to mine and 
what can we do about it. Lance said a permit would 
have to be requested by them. Charity Steere said 
Aggregate Industries would have to get new air and 
water permits according to the DEQ. Park Manager 
Jim O’Brien had not heard anything regarding the 
exploration drilling. She also asked about the EEE 
warning regarding mosquitoes and the health issues 
and death caused by the illness. Lance asked to have 
the Michigan Department of Health site information 
put on our Township website so people could obtain 
more information on it. There were also questions on 
whether or not we would again look at the Broadband 
issue. Lance stated that the State and Federal are 
looking at these issues and may be contributing to the 
internet issues. Questions were also asked regarding the 
building next to Mugg & Bopps wondering what kind 
of business was there and what was going on with the 
small building next to the restaurant in Munith.

Adjournment: Lance motioned with support from Walz 
to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:00. The next regular 
Board meeting will be on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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StockBIZ: Business News in
and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
It’s difficult, if not impossible, to have much of a conversation with a 

dentist when he’s working on your teeth. That is why this writer decided it 
would be better to schedule a formal interview to learn more about Dr. Paul 
Dobos, who operates the dental practice at 120 E. Main St. in downtown 
Stockbridge.

When someone works in a career that requires years of intense medical 
training, most people assume that career was the person’s goal from a very 

young age. Not so with Dr. Dobos. Ask the simple question, “What prompted 
you to become a dentist,” and you’ll be very surprised at his not-so-simple 
answer.

“I arrived at dentistry by taking a rather winding path,” explains soft-spoken 
Dr. Dobos, who grew up in the Downriver area and joined the Navy right out of 
high school. “In the Navy, I started out doing weather observing, forecasting, 
and pilot briefings then eventually wound up in California.” There, he moved 
into Meteorology Research and attended the Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterrey, California.

Eventually, the yet-to-be-dentist realized something was lacking in his 
career, and he spent considerable time assessing what that was. He looked back 
on all the jobs he’d worked since high school, before meteorology, and realized 
three things were important to him: working with people, being creative, and 
being able to work with his hands. After factoring in his penchant for science 
and math, he briefly considered teaching or medicine, and eventually landed on 
dentistry.

Armed with a master’s degree in meteorology, Dobos returned to his roots 
and enrolled in Dental School at the University of Michigan. After settling 
down with his wife, Cheryl, and two young boys, Dr. Dobos spent almost 10 
years working as an associate dentist across multiple practices in the area. Then 
in July 2007, Dobos had the opportunity to take over the dental practice of Dr. 

Dr. Dobos’ office—where the 
dental forecast is sunny today with 
more of the same tomorrow

Mary Jo David

Van Tiem, who was retiring from his practice in Stockbridge. 
“I love this area and the people,” explained Dobos, who resides with his wife near Sugarloaf Lake. “My 

drive to work is beautiful, and I value the relationships I have with my patients—some of whom have been my 
patients since they were kids and who are now bringing their own little ones into the office for checkups.”

Dr. Paul Dobos opened his 
practice in Stockbridge in 2007. 
Photo credit Mary Jo David

Dobos offers an extensive list of dental services—from preventive care, to fillings, oral surgery, implants, gum disease treatment, and more. 
“I have a great staff, and they make it enjoyable for me to do what I do every day,” he noted.
Most of Dobos’ staff is from Stockbridge and Gregory, including Paulette and Jen at the front desk; Kaitlyn, his full-time assistant; and Kelly the hygienist. Another hygienist, Lynne, 

commutes all the way from—Dexter! Cheryl Dobos visits the office almost daily to fill in during lunch. 
Looking across two careers and years of advanced education, Dobos has much to be proud of, but given the opportunity to elaborate on what excites him most, he mentions his faith 

and his family. He and his wife belong to Crossroads Community Church in Stockbridge, where Dobos regularly plays his bass guitar during worship. He is very proud of both of his 
sons who will be graduating from the University of Michigan at the end of this academic year. In addition to attending college at their Dad’s alma mater, both boys plan to follow in his 
footsteps with Navy-related next steps. Noah, age 22, will be attending Navy flight school, and Elijah, age 20, will work with a group responsible for the operation of the Navy’s nuclear 
propulsion program.

A lot has been written about burnout in the dental field, but Dobos doesn’t regret his second career choice. He avoids becoming a victim of burnout by balancing his career with time 
for his family, his faith, and occasional mountain biking, swimming, running, and music. He also enjoys reaching out to children, outside of his office hours, during Dental Awareness 
Month (February), to help make them less fearful of future trips to the dentist.

Dr. Dobos isn’t alone in reconfiguring his career after a substantial investment in time and education. Read about some household names of people who might surprise you when you 
read how their careers have evolved. www.businessinsider.com/successful-people-who-made-a-big-career-change-2016-4.

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.
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Public Hearing Notice 
Waterloo Township

The Waterloo Township Planning Commission will hold 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 19 at 7:00pm at the 
Waterloo Township Offices located at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, 
Munith, Ml 49259. The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to receive public comment on a Zoning Permit Application 
for a Special Land Use for a group home daycare facility 
located at 7508 Andrys Drive, Grass Lake, Ml 49240 on 
Parcel 000-05-32-400-001-14 owned by Daniel and Rachel 
Greenshields. A copy of the application and supporting 
documents may be viewed at the Township Offices during 
regular business hours or on the Township’s website. (www.
waterlootwpmi.com) 

Written comments should be mailed to: Waterloo 
Township Office, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, Ml 49259 
or dropped off at the office during regular business hours 
prior to November 18, 2019. 

Individuals with special needs requiring auxiliary aids 
or services should contact the Waterloo Township Board by 
writing or calling the Clerk’s Office, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd., 
Munith, Ml 49259. Phone: 517-596-8400. 

Ralph Schumacher  
Planning Commission Secretary 

Community Thanksgiving speaks volumes about the big 
heart that is the Stockbridge community

by Roberta Ludtke and Mary Jo David
Community Thanksgiving in Stockbridge and neighboring communities has been 

happening for so many years, it might not seem like a big deal to those who live here. After 
all, last year the dinner celebrated its 25th year and is still going strong. But the oversized 
commitment of those who volunteer and the deeply felt appreciation of those who partake 
in the meal both help to define Stockbridge and the surrounding municipalities as a huge-
hearted community that truly cares about its fellow citizens. The community doesn’t just 
say it cares, it shows that care, and Community Thanksgiving is proof.

Last year, the Stockbridge Community News ran a 25th anniversary story reporting on 
the history of this special Thanksgiving Day event. To recap, Stockbridge resident Lena 
Montgomery contacted Craig Goodlock to ask him about possible volunteer opportunities 
for her son, Beau, to encourage him to be more involved in the community. She suggested 
the idea of a volunteer-run community dinner. Goodlock presented the idea to a committee 
of the United Methodist Church of Munith, and Community Thanksgiving was born. 

The dinner has gone from 25 delivered meals and 25 served at the church to 
approximately 100 delivered meals, 100 picked up, and more than 300 meals served in the 
current and much larger location, Heritage Elementary School in Stockbridge. What began 
with 10 to 15 volunteers has ballooned to a major operation worthy of a restaurant chain. 

Nowadays, dinner organizers rely on a professional who volunteers to advise on food 
safety, Hankerd Hills restaurant in Pleasant Lake to roast the turkeys, and numerous 
community groups and churches for many of the other tasks. EMS Explorers peel mounds 
of potatoes, Mrs. Corts’ Home Economics class makes the stuffing, Girl Scout troops under 
Lori Zemke’s leadership have made pies and now cookies, and Boy Scouts greet and visit 
with guests. 

With the blessing of the school board, Heritage School is home base for the 
food deliveries and storage leading up to the event. Additionally, numerous school 
employees—from janitors to secretaries and so many others—volunteer their time in many 
ways: opening doors, clearing walks in bad weather, distributing flyers, and handling 
bookkeeping for the event, to name a few. While there are far too many volunteers to 
name, a few stories are worth mentioning, like Chuck and Joan Bumpus who insisted on 

delivering to a full list of folks—not just two or three. 
Community Thanksgiving dinners are served onsite at Heritage School, but they are also 

delivered. Thanks to the prodding of Betty Jason, a volunteer who worked with Meals on 
Wheels, Community Thanksgiving  dinners are now making it to destinations as far away as 
Jackson and Holt.

Craig and Laurie Goodlock and Lena Montgomery recently met to provide the above 
background and to recount their experiences with Community Thanksgiving. 

“What surprised us the most were the reasons people attended the dinner,” Laurie 
Goodlock said.

They had originally expected most guests would be those who could not afford food, 
currently known as food insecure. Surprisingly, though, many come for the companionship. 
Some are empty nesters who have no children in the area, or those who had a spouse who 
recently passed, or someone who just can’t lift a turkey anymore. And some like Lena 
Montgomery, want to expose their children to what it’s like to do for others. 

Years of volunteering at the dinner have elicited some stories that really pull at the 
heartstrings. There’s one about a well-known community member who, when her health 
was failing, reached out to the organizers to ask if she could host her family for a last 
Thanksgiving dinner together at Community Thanksgiving. Or the young boy whose 
family regularly volunteered, even the year the boy had lost his father. As he was helping 
Montgomery push around the pie cart, he spotted one of the first responders who had been to 
his home the day his father died. You could have heard a pin drop in the room as the young 
boy acknowledged the man, and the man offered his condolences.

Whatever your reason for volunteering, attending, or receiving a meal delivery, 
compliments of Community Thanksgiving, be assured you are participating is something 
exceptional, something not many communities can lay claim to. And never, ever take for 
granted that you are part of a very special community.

Community Thanksgiving is on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. Time: 11:30 
a.m. until 2 p.m. Interested in having a Community Thanksgiving meal delivered? Contact 
Erin Smith, coordinator, at 517-812-3217, before Nov. 25. Volunteers may also call this 
number to sign up.
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Think you know the area? Here’s a 
chance to prove it. Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison is selecting a 
mystery location within the Stockbridge 
School District. Names of readers who 
correctly identify the subject of the photo 
will be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

November’s winner will receive a $20 
Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa 
gift card. Thank you to Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s 
winner, Michelle Arseneau, for correctly 

November’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

identifying the photo of the slide in the 
kids play area at Veterans Memorial 
Park.

To participate, enter your best guess 
as to the subject of the photo along 
with your name, address and phone 

Recognize the subject of this picture and its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo credit Rose Collison

number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or 
snail mail to Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, 
Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or post marked no later than Nov. 8.

Facing a blue Christmas?
by Diane Rockall
Christmas songs are starting to make their way into the stores, along with 

decorations and sales, and while many look forward to the holidays as a time of 
gathering with friends and families, there are those for whom the holidays are a 
dreaded time of year. Crossroads Community Church wants to offer help for those 
suffering during the holidays. On Dec. 8, from 6-7p.m., they will be offering a 
service called “Blue Christmas” for those grieving during the holidays. Details 
are still being worked out, but for more information, please visit their website at 
c3stockbridge.org 

Here are some other tips from the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
for dealing with holiday stress and sadness: 

• Give yourself permission to not feel upbeat and celebratory. 
• Draw lessons from past holiday experiences and plan around them. 
• Try not to be too alone, find a way to socialize at least some of the time.
• Practice self-care. 
• Build in time to slow down.
• Eat and drink in moderation. 
• Spend wisely, if at all. 
• Create your own traditions, especially if the pressure to follow a generations-

old family custom feels like too much. 
If you find yourself getting overwhelmed by sadness or need someone to talk 

to, NAMI offers resources. Call the NAMI helpline: 800-950-6264 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., or, in a crisis, text NAMI to 741741. Or contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for 
people in distress, and prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, 
1-800-273-8255. Their website is https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
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Processes evolved, and the roster of helpful hands grew. In December 2016, 
SCN established a board of directors and became a self-standing, Michigan 
nonprofit and IRS 501(C)(4) organization. Fast forward three years, and SCN’s 
unpaid directors include Pres. Johnson, V.P. Diane Rockall, Treas. Judy Williams, 
Sec. Bev Glynn, Mary Jo David, Amy Haggerty, Rose Collison, Roberta Ludtke, 
Salyer, Joan Tucker, and Nancy Wisman. 

In addition, about 30 volunteers contribute in vital ways, from editing articles 
to designing graphics, from replying to emails to taking photos, and from writing 
stories to sending thank-you notes to contributors (See page 6.).

SCN’s board of directors expresses heartfelt appreciation to readers and 
supporters. We are pleased to be a part of this thriving community of good 
neighbors.

SCN page 3

Capital Area District Library 
earns 2019 State Librarian’s 
Excellence Award

Capital Area District Library (CADL) is 
the recipient of the 2019 State Librarian’s 
Excellence Award for superior customer 
service, State Librarian Randy Riley 
announced.

“Selecting one library for this recognition 
is quite difficult,” said Riley. “The Capital Area District Library impacts Ingham 
County communities daily and consistently finds new and inventive ways to bring 
their resources to the people.”

Riley presented the annual award, including $3,000 in privately-donated funds, 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 at the Michigan Library Association’s annual conference in 
Novi.

The Library of Michigan Foundation and Library of Michigan (LM) bestow 
the State Librarian’s Excellence Award and Citations of Excellence Award yearly 
to highlight the importance of Michigan libraries’ services.

This year’s Citations of Excellence co-winners, for their excellent customer 
service, are the Petoskey District Library in Petoskey and Howe Memorial 
Library in Breckenridge. Each of those libraries will receive $1,000 with this 
honor.

The State Librarian’s Excellence Award is sponsored by the Roger and June 
B. Mendel Fund through the Library of Michigan Foundation. The Citation of 
Excellence Awards are funded by Martin L. Gibbs in memory of his late wife, 
Carole Sorenson and the Library of Michigan Foundation in recognition of former 
Executive Director Carolyn “Sparky” Mowery.

“We are so thrilled to be awarded the State Librarian’s Excellence Award,” 
said Capital Area District Library Director Scott Duimstra. “To be recognized for 
the superior customer service we provide to our communities is very important to 
the capital area district libraries. From our staff, to our board, and our community 
partners, our mission is to empower the communities we serve.”

Riley said the selection committee, comprised of representatives from public, 
school, academic and special libraries, was impressed with CADL’s diversity and 
wide-ranging programs.

“Programs that garnered the selection committee’s attention included working 
with Ingham County Jail inmates; a ‘library of things’ that loans appliances, tools, 
games, and other things, besides books, at no charge; outstanding local history 
resources; a ‘Girls that Code’ program; and structuring meaningful community 
conversations,” he said.

State Librarian’s Excellence Award evaluation factors include: demonstrating 
that the library provides superior service to its customers and community in a 
cost-effective manner, with a can-do attitude; always delivering on promises; and 
fulfilling the library’s commitment to high standards of customer service.

Employees of Farmers State Bank 
donate $2,100 to Dora’s Cupboard

Pictured above: Jamie Bloom, Dawn Ransom, Shirley Bailey, Carol Shrontz, 
Craig Goodlock and Cheryl Allen. Photo provided by Farmers State Bank

by Laurie Goodlock
Employees of Farmers State Bank donated $2,100 to Dora’s Cupboard through 

their Casual Because We Care program. Employees pay a small fee to wear jeans 
on Fridays and annually donate the funds raised to local charitable organizations. 
Dora’s Cupboard is located on The Good Shepherd Mission campus at 5050 
Michigan 36, Stockbridge. Special shoutout to Jody Abraham for her help at the 
food bank.

The Parts Place NAPA has moved 
from downtown Stockbridge

 NAPA is now located at 
873 S Clinton St., Stockbridge 
(previously the Planet Video 
Store). We are here to serve 
the community with 75 
years combined experience. 
For all your automotive and 
agriculture needs, call us at 
517-851-7030.

We are open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Stockbridge Area Community 
Resource Guide expansion

The intent of these updates is to include information not provided in the Community 
Resource Guide as well as to remind groups that we are now compiling information for 
the 2020 Community Resource Guide, which is planned to appear in our January edition.  
If your group was included and you have information that needs updating, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News by mail or email with your corrections. Copies of what 
is currently recorded for your group will be emailed to you soon.  Those with no email 
listed will receive telephone calls if we have correct information. If your group is not 
included and you believe it should be, please also contact stockbridgecommunitynews@
gmail.com or Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory MI 48137.

You will find elsewhere in the November print edition a story on the first three years 
of the Stockbridge Community News.  You will also find additional information about 
the Stockbridge Masonic Lodge in the article on their recent donation to the Teen Center.  
Both of these stories were also posted on the Stockbridge Community News website.  

Stockbridge Community News is a volunteer-run, nonprofit, public information 
service operated by volunteers. Our mission is to serve as a hub of quality, consistent 
local  information to build a stronger community. As an IRS 501(C)(4) organization, 
we depend on the support of donors and sponsors. Over the course of our first 3 years 
of existence, the News has grown from a four page newsletter  to a full-fledged public 
information organization. Our website (stockbridgecommunitynews.com) and Facebook 
page regularly serve more than 70,000 viewers each month. Our print edition, mailed 
monthly to more than 8,900 households in the Stockbridge School District, reaches an 
estimated 24,000 residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg area and 
portions of White Oak, Grass Lake, Leslie, Pleasant Lake, plus portions of Washtenaw 
and Jackson County. As you plan your gift giving for the end of the year, we hope you 
will keep us in mind, and we always need and welcome volunteers in a variety of areas. 
The News may be reached at P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137 or through email at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Masonic Lodge a charitable organization that supports many causes 
in the Stockbridge area, including  scholarship programs at the high school, sponsoring 
teams through Community Education and raising funds and sponsoring Adopt-A-Family 
for Stockbridge Community Outreach. A Mason is a member of the oldest and largest 
goodwill fraternity in the world, known as Masonry or Freemasonry. Masonry teaches 
that each man has a duty to make life better, not just for himself, but for everyone. 
They are in all likelihood the oldest continuing group within our community having 
established themselves by 1862 in Stockbridge. Their meeting hall is located on the 
second floor of the building which now houses Hometown Pharmacy.  You can see their 
insignia on the door between the two Hometown Pharmacy Doors.  Their charter does 
not permit the solicitation of members, but they are always happy to include new ones.  
Their history in the community is a long and active one. Contact Greg Uihlein at 734-
905-0990 or greguihlein@howardhanna.com.

Town Hall Players. Our hometown community theater group is always looking 
for new members: actors, musicians, technical directors, designers, backstage and 
front-of-house crew, and other volunteers. THP relies on the generous support of local 
businesses, groups, and individuals to continue to produce good local theater. See our 
Facebook page Stockbridge Town Players. If you would like more info or to sponsor a 
show or the complete season, please find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
stockbridgethp/.  We can be contacted at stockbridgethp@gmail.com.

From the superintendent’s desk
Dear Parents and Community,
Stockbridge Community Schools is pleased to announce 

that we have completed all construction from the 2015 bond 
program. We cannot thank the school district community 
enough for all of their trust and support during this process. 
During our four years of construction, we continually kept 
the focus on prioritizing construction projects that updated 
efficiency to create the best learning environment for our 
students. Our future focus will be to continue to assess and 
evaluate our facility needs.  

Below is a brief review of bond fund expenditures over the 
past four years:

2015-2016
New Bleachers and Lights at Stadium
Technology Infrastructure
2016-2017
Additions of new senior high school science classrooms and gymnasium to 

accommodate new grade configuration and create a Junior/Senior High School
Remodeling of existing high school science labs, library, career and technical education, 

bathrooms, lockers, new ceilings, cafeteria and stage
Safety improvements, including secured entrances at all three buildings
Energy efficient mechanical and electrical upgrades
Purchase of additional buses
Technology upgrades and devices
Classroom furniture
2017-2018
New windows and doors for the original portion of the Junior/Senior High building
LED lighting at Smith and Heritage
Additional buses
Technology upgrades and devices
2018-2019
Maintenance Building addition
Freezer for the Junior/Senior High cafeteria
Bathroom renovation
New boilers at Smith Elementary
Garage Doors in CTE
Technology upgrades and devices
Also as a reminder, Series 2 will be accessible in the summer of the 2020 school year.  

Series 2 is a total of $990,000 which is reserved for continuing our technology purchasing 
cycle and for additional bus purchasing. Series 2 is not funding for school construction. The 
entire school bond program will conclude once Series 2 funds have been exhausted.

It has been a privilege and honor to serve the community and board of education over 
the past four years managing the bond fund. 

Again, thank you for all of your support and Go Panthers!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 and has been 

the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Masons award donation to Teen Center

Photographed left to right Dick (Dutch) Ramsdell, Sheila Young, 
Richard Gibson, Dan Wilson, Richard Lambert, Bonnie Davidson, Bob 
Cunningham, and Ron Miller. Photo credit Diane Rockall

by Bonnie Davidson
“Many hands make light work” could very well be the motto of the Stockbridge Teen 

Center.  Not only have they rounded up many volunteers to help oversee the new youth 
gathering spot, they’ve also found local groups willing to help fund some of the costs. The 
Stockbridge Masonic Lodge #130 Free & Accepted Masons in Michigan is one such group.  
Seeking donations for the Teen Center, Crossroads Community Church student ministry 
directors Samantha Young and Bonnie Davidson contacted the Lodge and were eagerly 
invited to make a presentation. The day after their presentation, the directors learned that the 
lodge would be giving the Teen Center a check for $1,200.

The presenting of a check to a hardworking local group is not an unusual response for 
the Masons. Within the last three years, the Masonic Lodge has donated over $23,000 to 
local needs, including providing high school scholarships, supporting Outreach families at 

Christmas, purchasing books for our school libraries, contributing funds for baseball dugouts, the Robotics Teams, the Equestrian Team, SAESA’s Young 
Explorers, the high school choir, the high school newspaper, and Farm Family Assistance.

See Center on page 23.
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Snider is patient, frequently picking up plants to use as examples as he explains the 
fundamentals of plant propagation. His knowledge of horticulture is extensive. You can see 
he is pleased to be sharing his passion for plant cultivation with a new generation.

“Last spring I wrote a grant application to the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 
(SAEF) for a waterline connection to the school. We use between 60 and 100 gallons of 
water a week for our greenhouse activities,” explains Snider. “Students had to carry the 
water to the greenhouse in buckets. They only have so much time with me and they were 
spending an awful lot of it hauling water.”

Snider’s grant request was approved by SAEF at its April 2019 meeting. The project cost 
of $4,700 is being shared with the school district. The waterline project was completed in 
September.

SAEF members thought the greenhouse waterline project would be a perfect match for 
the $2,500 America’s Farmers Grow Communities Grant awarded to the foundation by 
Stockbridge businessman and farmer Ben Topping.

Grow Communities partners with farmers to support nonprofit organizations and 
strengthen rural communities. Since 2010, the program, sponsored by the Bayer Fund, has 
given more than $33 million to over 8,000 nonprofits across rural America.

Ben Topping saw the connection between the grant he facilitated and the Heritage 
waterline project.

“My family and I are pleased to see these funds used in an endeavor that stimulates our 
children’s minds about agriculture,” Topping said.

For more information on SAEF or America’s Farmers Grow Communities, see www.
panthernet.net and www.AmericasFarmers.com.

Heritage page 1
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Soccer season ends
in Districts

by Keith Michaels
An up-and-down season 

for a young  Stockbridge 
soccer team came to an 
end in the opening round 
of districts last week as the 
Panthers fell to Grass Lake 
3-0.

After starting the season 
with six straight losses, the 
Panthers went on a six-
game unbeaten streak 4-0-2 
to turn their season around.

The Panthers then split 
a pair of games at the 
Barry County Christian 

Jacob Olson tries to work around a Grass Lake defender. Photo 
credit Keith Michaels

tournament before falling to GLAC champion Leslie.
They wrapped up the regular season splitting a pair of games in the GLAC 

tournament, falling to Maple Valley 2-0 and beating Perry 2-1.
The district game saw Grass Lake jump out to an early lead with a goal just over 

two minutes into the game.
The Warriors made it 2-0 when a corner kick was misplayed and left a wide open 

net for Grass Lake to put it home. Stockbridge began to put on some pressure later 
in the half, but a couple of strong chances were wide of the net to keep it 2-0 at the 
break.

Grass Lake put the game away with a goal in the second half.
The Panthers finished their season with a 6-10-2 overall record.

by Keith 
Michaels

The 
GLAC Cross 
Country Finals 
were held in 
Stockbridge 
and the 
Stockbridge 
girls team 
claimed the 
league title 
and the boys 
finished 
second.

Powered by 

Girls’ Cross Country wins 
GLAC title, boys second

GLAC Cross Country honors went to 1st team All-Conference runners 
Rylee Tolson, Bri Hill, Kaitelyn Walker and Dalton Satkowiak. 
Congratulations to 2nd team All-Conference runners Collin Cook and 
Micah Bolton. Congratulations to Honorable Mention All-Conference 
runners Rachel Owen, Ben Chapman, Ryan Owen, Andy Schlaff, and 
Brock Jones. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Rylee Tolson winning the GLAC individual title, the girls dominated the GLAC by 
winning all three jamborees.

The Panthers finished with 37 points to claim the top spot, beating out second 
place Leslie with 49.

Tolson easily won the league title with a time of 18:22.4. She outdistanced 
second place Madison Volz from Lansing Christian by 38 seconds.

Eight of 15 girls set PR’s at the race for the Panthers.
Brianna Hill was sixth with a PR of 20:28 and Katelyn Walker 7th with a PR of 

20:30. Both claimed 1st team all GLAC honors along with Tolson. Rachel Owen was honorable mention 
with a 16th place finish in 22:13.

Isabelle Bliss finished 22nd with a PR of 22:41.8 and Grace Niec 26th with a PR time of 22:57.2. 
Anna Schlaff was 27th in 23:02, Hailey Howard 29th with a PR of 23:15, and Hannah Breslin 31st in 
a PR of 23:36.2. Joy Youngblood was 33rd in 24:03, Jordan Myers 36th in 24:23.6, Sidney Gipe 40th 
with a PR of 25:32.5, Peyton Killinger 41st in 26:00.5, Claire Beauregard 42nd in 27:02.5, and Kalysta 
Connolly 45th in a PR of 29:18.1.

The boys finished with 54 points, behind state ranked Leslie with 34.
Dalton Satkowiak earned first team All GLAC honors with a 4th-place finish and a PR of 17:17.9
Nine of 14 Panthers set PR’s at the race.
Colin Cook was 8th in 17:34.3 and Micah Bolton 12th with a PR of 17:53.7. Ben Chapman was 16th 

in a PR of 18:09.3, followed by Ryan Owen 18th in a PR of 18:19.9. Andy Schlaff was 19th in 18:33.9 
and Brock Jones 20th with a PR of 18:35.1.

See Cross Country on page 21. The girls’ cross country team won the 2019 GLAC Championship. 
Photo credit Keith Michaels
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
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Panthers finish season 
winning three of four

Volleyball finishes 3-3 
in the GLAC

by Keith Michaels
Senior Night turned out to be a good night 

for the Stockbridge volleyball team and four 
seniors that were playing their last home game 
as the Panthers beat Olivet 3-1.

Seniors Kaylie Shepard, Breanna Salyer, 
Sylvia Whitt, and Tyler Showerman helped 
lead the Panthers to a 25-15, 25-23, 19-25, 25-
20 win over the Eagles.

The Panthers opened quickly taking the 
first set 25-15, but Olivet made it tough in the 
second as Stockbridge pulled out a 25-23 win 
for a 2-0 lead.

Olivet made a game of it by taking the 
third set 19-25 forcing a fourth set.

Stockbridge took control of the fourth 
set early and led 23-15, but the Eagles tried 
to rally to cut the lead to 23-20 before the 
Panthers closed it out with the final two points 
to clinch the match.

Gwen Rogozinski with a kill against 
Olivet. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Grace Hall had 13 digs and 11 kills to lead the Panthers.
Whitt had 13 points and six kills, while Shepard had 14 assists and 10 service 

points. Madison Mazuca recorded 11 assists and 10 points, while Salyer had nine 
digs.

The Panthers hosted Perry in a GLAC contest Oct. 15 and came away with a 
four-set win over the Ramblers 25-13, 15-25, 25-19, 25-13.

Hall had a big night for the Panthers with team-highs in kills with 20, digs eight, 
and service points 11.

Whitt chipped in with seven kills and Salyer seven digs. Mazuca had a team-
high 22 assists and Shepard 12.

The team went 1-2 at the Hanover-Horton Invitational Saturday, Oct.12.
The Panthers defeated Adrian 25-19, 25-22, 16-25; but fell to Addison 12-25, 

25-22, 19-25 and Airport 13-25, 14-25.
Hall led the team with 21 kills and had 18 digs. Salyer led in digs with 25 

and 29 service points, while Mazuca had 23 assists and 16 service points. Whitt 
finished with 10 kills and Shepard eight assists.

Cameron Brewer was 23rd in 18:46.5, Jeff Debozey 24th in a PR of 18:48.4, 
Brendan Wright 27th in a PR of 18:52.1, Jonah Coffman 32nd in 19:20.2, Brandon 
Howlett 42nd in 20:05.6, Jake Olson 44th in a PR of 20:50.2, and Ethan Luke 45th 
in a PR of 20:53.9.

The Stockbridge teams combined for 11 All Conference runners.
First team honors went to Rylee Tolson, Brianna Hill, and Katelyn Walker for 

the girls and Dalton Satkowiak for the boys.
Second team honors went to Colin Cook and Micah Bolton for the boys.
Honorable Mention went to Ben Chapman, Ryan Owen, Andy Schlaff, and 

Brock Jones for the boys and Rachel Owens for the girls.

Brandon Nelson rolls out to pass against Owosso. 
Photo credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
After a slow start to the season, the 

Panther football team finished on a high 
note by winning three of its last four 
games and finishing with a 3-6 overall 
record.

The Panthers picked up their first 
win of the season by rallying to beat 
Lakewood 16-14 October 4.

Brandon Nelson put the Panthers on 
top with a touchdown run, but Lakewood 
answered to tie the game at 8-8 at 
halftime.

The Vikings took a 14-6 lead in the 
fourth quarter, but Nelson hit Jeremy 
Pilch with a 20 yard scoring pass late in 
the fourth to tie the game. Nelson then ran 
in the two-point coversion for the game 
wiiner.

Nelson had a big game. He was 12-18 
passing for 120 yards and a score. He 

also led the team in rushing with 68 yards on 14 carries, a touchdown, and the game-winning two-
pointer.

Pilch caught four passes for 63 yards and a score, Brad Niec two for 32, Riley Kennedy three for 
17, and Noah Robidou one for 11.

Ty Ayers led the defense with four solo tackles and five assists. Kennedy, Josh Lewis, and Lucas 
Gauss were in on seven combined tackles each. Pilch finished with six tackles and an interception, 
while Micah Beauregard was in on five tackles and Robidou four.

The Panthers then took down Perry 24-19 October 11.
After the Ramblers took a 6-0 lead in the first quarter, Stockbridge scored 21 points in the 

second for a 21-6 halftime lead. Nelson hit Gauss, Pilch, and Lewis with touchdown passes for the 
Panthers in the second.

Perry would cut the lead to 21-13 in the third before Beauregard kicked a field goal to make it 
24-13. 

The Ramblers added a late score in the fourth, but the Panthers held on for the win.
Nelson finished 9 of 19 for 188 yards and three touchdowns.
Pilch caught three passes for 103 yards and a score, Robidou three for 47, Lewis two for 37 and a 

TD, and Gauss one for the two-yard TD.
Lewis had a big game on the defensive side with seven solo and four assists. Ayers was in on 11 

tackles, Beauregard and Gauss seven each.
The Panthers made a long trip to Wyoming and won its third straight by beating Lee 47-6 

October 18.
Nelson had four touchdown passes and a TD run, while Gauss had a punt return touchdown and 

Lewis a TD run for the Panthers.
Nelson finished his big game with 268 yards passing on 11 of 16 passing and four scores. He also 

rushed for 43 yards and a score.
Lewis rushed for 71 yards and a score.
Robidou caught six passes for 102 yards and two scores, while Pilch caught two for 103 yards 

and a TD. Kennedy caught two passes for 49 yards and Niec one for 11 and a score.
Ayers was in on 10 tackles and a fumble recovery to lead the Panthers defense. Beauregard 

added seven tackles and also kicked 5 extra points. Lewis was in on seven tackles, Kennedy six, 
Robidou and Gauss five each, and Matt Killinger four and a fumble recovery.

The Panthers had a rough time in the season finale, falling to Owosso 64-42.
The game was a back and fourth affair for nearly three quarters with the teams trading scores.
Nelson hit Pilch with a pair of touchdown passes and Kennedy one as the teams were tied at 20 

after one quarter.
The second quarter was much the same, with Nelson hitting Pilch for their third touchdown 

connection, but the Trojans led 36-28 at the half.
The Panthers rallied back to take a 42-36 lead in the third with Nelson touchdown passes to 

Pilch and Robidou, but Owosso outscored them 28-0 the rest of the way to pull out the win.
Nelson had a huge game with 420 yards on 26-37 passing and six touchdowns.
Pilch caught eight passes for 193 yards and four touchdowns, while Kennedy caught eight passes 

for 105 yards and a score. Robidou caught four passes for 89 yards and a TD and Lewis three for 33 
yards.

Ayers was in on ten tackles to lead the defense, while Lewis was in on eight. Beauregard, Hunter 
Thayer, and Dom Hamlett were in on six tackles each.
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Local student pursues life-changing opportunity at Michigan Youth 
Challenge Academy

by Amy Haggerty
There are only a few times in life you can get a second chance. Bradley Cooper, who would have been a senior this year at Stockbridge High 

School, recently made an important decision about his future. 
Cooper said, in his own words, “I need to do something different. I decided to attend the Michigan Youth Challenge Academy.” 
His parents, Garrett and Emily Cooper, live in Gregory and were able to visit with Cooper in early September. His mother, Emily, said, “He 

is working really hard to keep up his grades. We are definitely glad he did this! It is really a positive and beneficial program for young ladies and 
young men who want to better themselves.”

The academy educates, trains, and mentors at-risk youth, ages 16 through 18. This program changes lives and gives these young people a better 
future. The academy is a two-phase program stretching across almost 18 months. It is located in Battle Creek, Michigan. All cadets live in barracks 
at historic Fort Custer. Any male or female can attend if they are a legal, U.S. resident living in Michigan and if they have not been convicted of a 
felony. 

According to the website at michigan.gov/myca, “The program is not easy and it isn’t for everyone. You’ll put in long days and have little free 
time.” It also states, “You will be challenged, mentally and physically.” 

 The program may not be for everyone, but it sounds like it’s worth it, if you have the desire to make your life better. 
Michigan Youth Challenge Academy incorporates core components and benefits, such as learning self-discipline and  job skills along with 

earning high school credits, possible college credits, and vocational, computer, and physical training. Most importantly, you will develop life-coping 
skills. 

Cooper will definitely be challenged in the months ahead. It will be well worth it if he learns some new skills, which in turn will help his future.

17-year-old Bradley Cooper at 
Michigan Youth Challenge Academy. 
Photo courtesy of Bradley Cooper

A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
Diane Rockall relinquished her monthly history column to Richard Ramsdell this month with special thanks for his research and generosity 

in sharing these jewels of letters with the Stockbridge Community News.
Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.

Leslie Richmond died Aug. 29, 1918, in 
Juvigny, France.  Originally he was buried 
there, but his remains were returned home for 
burial when the war ended. He now rests at 
Oaklawn Cemetery

Hometown hero: WWI casualty Leslie Richmond
by Richard Ramsdell
Leslie Mack Richmond was born on a farm northwest of Stockbridge on March 16, 1895. His parents 

were Arthur Leslie Richmond and Phila J. Townsend.  They moved to the village of Stockbridge in 1898.

He served in the Michigan National Guard from 1915 to 1917, spending some time at the Mexican border.  In 1917, he was called back 

to service and sailed for France in March 1918.

Prior to his military service, Richmond was a machinist, a member of Stockbridge Lodge F & AM and a 32nd Degree Mason. He also 

was a member of the Bay City Consistory and the Helia Mystic Shrine of Dallas, Texas.
The first letter
Richmond’s first letter home was written Aug. 9, 1918. It reads as follows:
Dear Mother and all
I have received all your letters alright but have been too busy moving from one part of France to another to answer the way I should.  

Then, when we got to where the fighting was we chased the Huns as fast the the kitchen could not keep up, so there was no time for letter 
writing or anything else.

We were in the (censored) and you can bet we drove them, in fact they are still running and if we can keep it up a little longer the war 
will soon be “finish” as the French say. In the time we were in the line we drove them about 18 miles.  It looked a couple of times that 
we would be able to put the cork in the bottle but they got out each time.  You can get more out of the papers than I can say for they print 
things were are not allowed to say.

As it is getting dark and we can’t have our lights on this part of the country will close and write again in a couple of days.
Just one thing more - whatever you read in the paper, don’t worry for things will always come out all right and always remember that 

no news is good news,’
Your son Leslie.
The last letter
Richmond’s  last letter home was written Aug. 23, 1918, four days before he died. It appears below as written:
Dear Mother and all:
Have seen a large part of France since the last letter and wish I had the ability to describe the beauty of the place we are in at the present time,  Will not say anything however except 

that outside of two or three spots Alsace it is the prettiest I have been in this country.
See Hero on page 23.
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 I expect that my last letter was more or less a wreck for I said something that I have 
since learned was not allowed but, at the time I thought we could say them.

Harvest is almost over. Wish you could see them at work.  It would make you glad that 
your home is in the States.  Once in a great while one can see an ox team drawing a binder, 
but most always there was a very crude cradle or even an old scythe  with a straight handle 
and a very wide thin blade.

All the young men are in the army and the old men and women do the work. The women 
all seem to be old.  I don’t know where the young women are unless they are in Paris.  I saw 
thousands to them there,

Don’t think I am going to tell you all about Paris but I couldn’t if I wanted for my trip 
there was short but sweet - a ride through on the train with perhaps one hour stop on a side 
track but what I did see if ever get the chance I sure will see that town,  Even at that I had 
a chance of a trip there or a chance to walk into a house on Elizabeth Street, more on that 
later.

This afternoon I had to choose between a swim in a fine river or going to church. As we 
had church last Sunday and yesterday moved over dusty roads, I thought clean linens came 
before Godliness this once but as my mind was in the right place, I thought I did as much 
good.

Has Ellsworth called yet?  He promised to do so when he got home.  Would like to have 
a good talk with him myself.

Well, I have my six month service stripe and when I get back where I can fuss all up will 
have a picture taken and send it to you. By the way am wearing three on my other arm now,

The weather sure is fine and we are thankful for it, as we have mother earth for a bed 
and the sky for a cover.  If there is any way possible I am going fishing tomorrow as I saw 
some nice ones today,

With love to all and a big kiss for you, your son.  Leslie Richmond.
Leslie Richmond died Aug. 29, 1918, in Juvigny, France.  Originally he was buried 

there, but his remains were returned home for burial when the war ended. He now rests at 
Oaklawn Cemetery.  His memorial service was held Oct. 20, 1918, at 3 p.m. in the Town 
Hall.  His last letter home was included with his obituary in the Stockbridge Brief Sun.
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As for the Teen Center directors, they were grateful and astounded.  “We 
are continually encouraged by the support we’ve received from within our 
community,” says Young.  

“We want to thank the Masonic Lodge for their generous gift—we 
presented a need and they responded to meet that need. Our entire 
community has rallied behind us to see this Teen Center succeed, so we 
want to thank you all!” exclaims both Young and Davidson.

The Teen Center is up and running, but continues to seek support so they 
can update games and equipment, and rent gym space or pay for special 
events. If you are interested in helping, please send an email to youth@
c3stockbridge.org   The Teen Center is located in the Stockbridge Activity 
Center and is open Monday through Friday from 2:30 – 5:30 p.m., serving 
students in grades 6-12.
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Letter to the editor
Dear editor:
We at the Open Market are completely convinced that our great Market 

year is due to the SCN! We have seen so many new faces at the Market and 
each vendor has commented on it over the summer.

 Thank you - all of you! 
Sincerely, 
Suzi Greenway, 
Certified Market Manager
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