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Annual Antique Tractor-Truck 
show full of fun for families

Butch Richmond’s Allis Chalmers and Bob 
Pierce’s Wagon

by Ron Kaiser

It was a great time for all lovers of 

tractors, trucks and farm equipment 

to gather, talk and reminisce. The 

12th annual Antique Tractor-Truck 

and Farm Equipment Show at the 

Waterloo Farm Museum on Aug. 

11-12 featured activities for all ages.

See Tractor on page 3.

Stockbridge students heading 
to American Samoa

Stockbridge InvenTeam members traveling to 
American Samoa include; Michelle Zemke, Katelyn 
Knieper, Chloe Miner, Kael Bunce, Baylee Heidrich, 
Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, Molly Nichols, 
Julia Marhofer, Hailee Fraser-Gutting, Katie Miller, 
and Hailey Howard.  The team’s faculty mentor is 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr. High School Teacher Bob Richards.

by Michelle Zemke and 
Bob Richards

The Stockbridge 
InvenTeam has been invited 
to conduct research, test 
equipment and conduct an 
educational outreach project 
in The National Marine 
Sanctuary of American 
Samoa, November 21 to 
December 5, 2018.

Stockbridge InvenTeam 
members traveling to 
American Samoa include; 
Michelle Zemke, Katelyn 
Knieper, Chloe Miner, Kael 
Bunce, Baylee Heidrich, 
Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, 
Molly Nichols, Julia Marhofer, 

Hailee Fraser-Gutting, Katie Miller, and Hailey Howard. The team’s faculty mentor 
is Stockbridge Jr/Sr. High School Teacher Bob Richards. 

See Samoa on page 16.

State Trooper saves 
unresponsive newborn 
of Stockbridge parents

State Trooper Ronnie Tucker 
holds baby Hannah Paielli. Photo 
credit J. Scott Park, MLive.com

by Patrice Johnson
Welcome to new 

Stockbridge resident, Hannah 
Paielli. The baby girl entered 
this world feet first and 
unresponsive in her parents’ 
vehicle.

Local homeowners Jessica 
and Andrew Paielli were 
expecting their fourth child 
when around 1 a.m. Monday, 

July 23, Jessica went into labor. 
See Trooper on page 2.

Kerri Allen named 
Employee of the Year

Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation 
President Jennifer 
Hammerberg and teacher 
Kerri Allen following the 
announcement of the Mitteer 
Employee of the Year. 

by Bruce Wm. Brown
Kerri Allen, an elementary 

school teacher in Stockbridge 
since 1995, was selected as 
the 2018 Helen B. Mitteer 
Employee of the Year by the 
Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation. 

“Kerri Allen stands out 
as one of the most caring 
teachers with whom I’ve 
worked,” said Brad Edwards,  

Smith Elementary School principal. “She has a unique 
ability to build and maintain relationships with students 
and parents. She uses that ability to differentiate 
teaching skills to meet the needs of every student.”

Allen not only is a consistently effective teacher, 
but volunteers for difficult assignments, mentors new 
teachers and “is always stepping forward to show 
leadership and professional thought,” Edwards says.

See Employee on page 12. 



The TAKE BACK MEDS Program is a joint effort 
between local pharmacies, law enforcement, as 
well as government agencies to provide residents 
with safe, convenient access to proper medicine  
disposal. Don’t, flush, toss, share, or save for later.

NEEDLES LIQUIDS

Stockbridge Pharmacy
110 South Clinton St.
Stockbridge, MI  49285
Phone: 517-851-7575

Village of Stockbridge
Police Department
305 W. Elizabeth St., Rm. 106
Stockbridge, MI  49285
Phone: 517-851-7517

Please visit takebackmeds.org for more information.

SRSLYstockbridge.org

Dispose of your medications at one of the 
locations listed below. No questions asked.

TAKE BACK MEDS

CJ is a smaller female, a little 
quiet at first but very sweet 
once she is comfortable. Call 
Diane for an appointment.

— FEATURED PET THIS MONTH —

Animal Blood Resources 
International

Diane:  517- 851-8244
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Faces of Addiction – Conclusion
For the love of my child...

“I first started with pills in 2008 when I 
was 26,” Hall said. “By 2010, I was going 
to a methadone clinic for court-ordered 
treatment. That was just replacing one 
addiction with another,” Hall said. Photo 
credit free internet image

by Tina Cole-Mullins
How does one look into the eyes of children and tell 

them Daddy or Mommy won’t be coming home, knowing 
those words will forever change their lives? 

That’s exactly what Misty Smith had to do when her 
husband lost his battle with alcoholism in 2013, the result 
of driving while intoxicated.

Although her recollection of the days surrounding their 
loss is a little fuzzy, Smith shares how an early morning 
knock upon the door woke not only her, but also the 
children.

This was the time and way the young family learned 
the heartbreaking news of the father’s death. The children, 
who were 3 and 5 at the time, were barely old enough to 
understand, let alone comprehend the magnitude of their 
loss. 

“It hits like a ton of bricks to hear the officer say, ‘you 
may want to sit down,’” Smith said.

Today, five years later,  the children have adjusted to 
life without their father as best they can, although the scars 

still run deep.
“My daughter and youngest has recently been crying over his pictures and the dad she will never 

know,” Smith said.
Melissa (Smith) Hall’s story
Melissa (Smith) Hall is another mother who had to deliver difficult and life-changing news to her 

children. 
She had to tell five of her eight kids,  ranging in age from 1 to 19,  that they would not be coming 

home to live. They had become wards of the state.
“I first started with pills in 2008 when I was 26,” Hall said. “By 2010, I was going to a methadone 

clinic for court-ordered treatment.
 “That was just replacing one addiction with another. By 2013, I had moved on to meth, my 

current addiction,” she said.
Hall said she first realized she was an addict in 2010. By then she had lost everything, including 

her kids.
WIth tear-filled eyes and her voice filled with emotion, she said “even for the love of my children, I 

can not get clean.”
“I have five active felonies and (am) currently (out) on bond. All are drug-related or charges 

stemming to the drugs. I have never been in trouble, so I shouldn’t get too much 
time — I think probation,” she added.

Hall was arrested after her interview and charged with multiple new felonies while 
out on bond. She is currently lodged in Jackson County Jail awaiting trial. On July 
11,  she lost all of her parental rights for her five youngest children.

Heidi Mell’s story
Heidi Mell is a mother whose story has a different outcome. She will mark her 

fifth year in recovery within the year.
“I was pretty bad off and making horrible choices; no job, no car and living out of 

the Southern Boy motel when I found out I was pregnant,” Mell said.
“I am not ashamed of my addiction, it is part of who I am – but not who I am,” she 

said. “With several attempted rehab trips and even 90 days in jail, at the end of the 
day it could not get me sober. I had to want sobriety and up until I became pregnant, 
I didn’t want it bad enough.”

Mell’s journey to recovery was not an easy road.
“I tried to stop cold turkey once I found out I was pregnant, but went into severe 

withdrawal. So the doctors assigned me to a methadone clinic to keep the baby 
safe,” she said.

“I look at my babies knowing I can never go back to that lifestyle. I know without 
a doubt if I ever did, I would die. My kids would lose their mama and my wonderful 
husband would lose his wife,” she revealed. “Shortly after the birth of my child,  I 
detoxed from the methadone on my own, although the doctors didn’t want me to.

“I believe the methadone clinics can be beneficial for a temporary fix, but does 
not treat the underlying issue, which is the addiction. Essentially it’s replacing one 
drug with another,” Mell said. 

“That’s why I used it for my pregnancy and got off it as soon as I could. I know 
my addictive personality and I didn’t want to use it as a crutch or new supply source 
like so many do,” she said.

See Addiction on page 3.

We Keep Your Car 
                               On The Road   

Stockbridge Auto Care Inc.
Complete automotive service & machine shop.

(517) 851- 7047
Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm

121 E. Elizabeth St.
P.O. Box 460

Stockbridge, MI  49285

www.stockbridgeautocare.com

Trooper from page 1
The Paiellis set off for Henry Ford Allegiance Health 

Hospital in Jackson.
But Hannah was on her way.
The baby arrived breech and unresponsive in the 

SUV. Unable to revive the baby and desperate at 
seeing her turn purple, Andrew called 911 and pulled 
into the Michigan State Police barracks in Blackman 
Township, Jackson.

Michigan State Trooper Ronnie Tucker, only 
23 years old and with MSP for just eight months, 
answered the call.

He ran outside to the parking lot. There, Tucker 
administered lifesaving techniques, and baby Hannah 
began to breathe.

See Jackson Citizen Patriot, http://s.mlive.com/
u1POF3l



Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge

Addiction from page 2
“I have fought too hard to use again, I could not do that to my family,” Mell said. “Life 

finally has meaning that before my children I never had. I found purpose in creating a safe 
and happy home and in being a mom and wife.”

Mell offers some advice and food for thought for others who are addicted.
“I want others to know; no matter who you are, there is recovery,” she said. “You can 

have a better life as long as you never stop trying. 
“You can go through the most god-awful things and not only survive, but thrive,” Mell 

continues. “Never give up your fight. I did it all for the love of my child.”
Where to find help
If you would like to begin recovery, there are options available. It’s up to you to reach 

out. Contact one of the following:
• Angel Program: Walk-in at the Stockbridge Police Department, 210 Wood St., 

Stockbridge, or at any Michigan State Police post.
• Born Free Jackson: Call 517-782-9905 or see the website strong-families.org/born-

free.

The G.U. Crew
works for you.

Real Estate  Mortgage  Title  Insurance
1301 S. Main St., Chelsea, MI  48118

“We know we may have not been 
your only Real Estate Agents.

We just want to be your BEST.”

Please inquire about our 
exclusive “Second Opinion” 

mortgage application and our 
“Buy before you sell” program.

(734) 644-0544
thegucrew.com

GREG (734) 905-0990    GERI (734) 644-0544

Ask about our 100% Money Back Guarantee!

Tractor from page 1
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In fact, the name of the event could have been 
changed to “Antique Tractor, Truck and Farm 
Equipment Social,” the organizers said. Some of 
the tractor and equipment owners sat under the 
trees and visited. 

 Others leaned against a tractor and talked to 
passers-by for hours. The conversations also 
continued long into the evening after a potluck 
supper on Aug. 11.

As in past shows, visitors could see a wide 
variety of brands and ages of tractors, trucks, 
equipment and hit and miss engines on display and 
operating on the museum grounds. 

Bernie Kranz’s display was new this year. It 
included a camper, Standard Oil Gas pump, snow 
blower (just in case it snowed) and a bicycle, all 
from the early ‘50s and ‘60s.

Along with his engines and a tractor, 
Kegan Ousley once again brought a display 
for a showcase in the Hannewald Barn. Tom 
Shanahan’s display of toy tractors and farm life 
equipment provided another showcase. 

One young visitor, about 4 years old, was so 
excited to see the miniature versions of the tractors 

that he ran back and forth, pointing out the ones in the showcase and the 
ones just like it in the yard. Getting children excited about farm equipment 
now will bring them back in the years to come as they grow older, organizers 
said.

Tractor Games returned for a second year and attracted a few more 
participants. Slow Race, Golf Ball Drop, Rolling the Barrel and the Backward 
Drive were great fun to watch. Steiner Tractor Parts provided the prizes.

But the show included much more than tractors.  Beverly Larsen was on 
hand with her 1880s sock-making machine. Rae Pierce brought a unique 
display of antique signs and memorabilia. Also in the Realy Barn was Paul 
Barth’s display of fine axes, saws and other logging equipment.

 Steve Hopkins was busy demonstrating the turning of wood mallets and 
candle stands on his gas engine lathe and saw. The blacksmith shop also 
was busy place with Chris in the shop and M.K. outside giving lessons.

Wagon rides were provided by Butch Richmond with his Allis Chalmers 
tractor and Bob Pierce’s wagon. They are always a big hit, enjoyed by many 
who come to visit the farm for the show, organizers said.

All the while, old-fashioned tunes filled the air. Blackberry Jam Dulcimers 
performed on Saturday and Eddie Josephs played his banjo and other 
country instruments on Sunday, sometimes in time with the many running 
engines.

The Waterloo Area Historical Society and Waterloo Farm Museum send 
out a special thank you to all who helped put the show together and spent 
many, many hours planning and arranging the weekend. The people who put 
inspiration and perspiration into the event are too many to name, organizers 
said, and added “just know you are appreciated one and all.”

Established
— 1997 —

(517) 745-6350                   Todd Schray
pathwaylandscape@gmail.com

See us at www.pathwaylandscape.biz

Pathway Landscape
Consultation & Design Services

Horticultural Services



Sep 1 - Gregory Community Church 
Clothes Closet 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Gregory Community Church
Sep 5 - Boys Soccer game, 5:30 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 6 - JV Volleyball game, 5 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 6 - Varsity Volleyball game, 6:15 
p.m. at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 6 - JV Football game, 6:30 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 8 - JV Volleyball game, 9 a.m. at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 10 - Boys Soccer game, 5:30 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 10 - JV Volleyball game, 5:30 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 10 - Varsity Volleyball game, 6:30 
p.m. at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 14 - Harvest Moon Festival
Sep 14 - Varsity Football game, 7 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 15 - Harvest Moon Festival
Sep 15 - Live at the Library SongLab 
2018, noon to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Sep 16 - Live at the Library SongLab 
2018, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library

Community Calendar
Sep 17 - Seventh and Eighth grade 
Volleyball game, 4:30 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 18 - JV Volleyball game, 5 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 18 - Gregory Community Church 
Clothes Closet, 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Gregory Community Church
Sep 18 - Varsity Volleyball game, 
6:15 p.m. at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School
Sep 20 - Boys Soccer game, 5 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
Sep 20 - Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition monthly meeting, 5:30 to 7 
p.m. in Room 108 of the Old Middle 
School building
Sep 21 - Varsity Football game, 
7 p.m. at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School
Sep 22 - Varsity Volleyball game, 
9 a.m. at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High 
School
Sep 27 - JV Football game, 6:30 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School
 

Community calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Brenda’s Pet Grooming
within a quiet home setting

Brendapets22@gmail.com | Facebook/Brenda’s Pet Grooming

Brenda Kleinschmidt
Owner/Groomer

10751 W. Iosco Rd., Webberville
(Between Kane Rd. & Elliott Rd.)

Call for an appointment ~ 517.294.0209

Who we are
  The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization (IRS #C4-4001565), 
operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter serves more than 
8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the Stockbridge school district, reaching 
approximately 24,000 residents. Our website and Facebook pages are pleased to serve more 
than 20,000 viewers each month with a growing list of more than 1,000 regular followers.

Our Mission
  To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, 
Gregory, Fitchburg and Pleasant Lake community through the collection and dissemination of 
local educational news and social-benefit information.
Board of Directors
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Rose Collison
Amy Haggerty
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Hope Salyer
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Sarah Barney
Carol Berger
Mary Krummrey
Debbie Nogle
Connie Risner
Rachel Sweet
Joan Tucker

Roles and Responsibilities
editor-in-chief
local government & nonprofit liaison
chief financial officer 
Gregory & Unadilla news
photography, Rural Perspectives & contest admin.
school news
sales & public relations 
historian, ‘A Look Back in Time,’ obituaries 
technologist, graphics designer, reporter
operations, assistant editor, classifieds
Roles and Responsibilities
reporter & graphics designer
graphics designer
graphics designer
business development
administrative support
Community Calendar
finance manager

Volunteer Reporters:  Heather Asquith, Bruce Wm. Brown, Mike Burtch, Bob Castle, Tina 
Cole-Mullins, Paul Crandall, Amy Heydlauff, Ron Kaiser, Cindy Lance, Matt Pegouskie, Don 
Porter, Michael Sweet, and Cassandra Watson.
Contact Us:  stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews or www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

First place winner, National Federation of 
Press Women 2018 Communications Contest.

   We at the Stockbridge Community News are grateful to all who have expressed their encouragement 
and financial support. While those who have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to 
mention here, the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Annual and Charter Sponsors.

SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*

Diane Rockall*
Michigan Press Women*

Roberta and Gary Ludtke*
Trinity Health*

Abbott and Fillmore*
Adiska Family Dental*
Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*

Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*
Eleanor R. Cosgray*
Granger*

American Legion Post #510*
Andrea and William Stickney*
Annonymous*
Audrey Price
Bev and Dave Glynn*
Cameron and Debra Corts*
Carol Steingasser
Chuck and Nancy Wisman*
Dale and Sue Kellenberger
Donna Erhart*
Don Hannewald Construction*
Dorothy and Aaron Craft*
Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner, III*
Elizabeth Potter & Marilyn Potter*
Ed and Lori Zick*
Farmers State Bank*

Glenn-Brooke Realty*
Harry and Marjorie Pregitzer
Hickory Ridge Farms*
Janice and Robert Jacobs
Janice and Thomas Lovachis*
Jeannine Wayman*
Jim and Patrice Johnson*
Joe and Delta Kelly
Joseph Kelly
John & Nancy Ocwieja
Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore*
Judy and Bob Williams*
Linda and Clair Risner*
Linda Walker, Attorney at Law
Lois McGauley
Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer

Minnie Lathrop
Molly and Rick Howlett*
Open Air Market of Stockbridge*
Roger Liebman*
Stan and Susan Daily
Stockbridge Area Arts Council*
Stockbridge Area Garden Club*
Stockbridge Community Education*
Stockbridge Lions Foundation*
Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian Catholic Church
Taylor Gary and Joan Allen
Todd and Carol Weddon
Vivian May*
Warren and Anita Scheppe
Wendy and Mitch Hause*

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*
5 Healthy Towns Foundation

* Charter Sponsors

Bronze:  $500 to $999

Platinum:  $5,000 to $7,999

THANK YOU SPONSORS

  Gold:  $2,000 to $4,999
Silver:  $1,000 to $1,999

Friend:  $100 to $499

Photo correction from 
August edition

When students see Kevin Smith in the 
hallways of Stockbridge High School, they 
might be tempted to cheer “Go Blue!” before 
saying “hello.”

Editor’s note: 
August’s print 
edition published 
the wrong caption 
under the photo of 
Kevin Smith on the 
left. 

The caption to 
the photo of Kevin 
Smith, School Staff 
Spotlight: Custodian 
Kevin Smith takes 
pride in his work, 
page 20, should 
have read as 
corrected to the left.
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or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.

2-Year TV Price 
Guarantee

AMERICA’S TOP 120

190 Channels
$59.99/mo. Smart HD DVR Included

2-Year TV Price Guarantee: 

Our Promise to You

Don’t miss a thing.

GET THE MOST COLLEGE FOOTBALL* AND NFL REDZONE INCLUDED WITH DISH.
*Based on a comparison of nationwide TV providers as of April 2018.

Multi-Sport included at no additional cost until 1/3/19 with packages starting at $69.99/mo. 
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applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo for 1 TV. Available with 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package 
upgrades ($69.99 for AT120+, $79.99 for AT200, $89.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): 
Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, 
and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $8.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business 
customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.

BDRIVE_22693

How long is a furlong?

Photo provided by Ron Kaiser

by Ron Kaiser
Originally, a furlong was the length of the furrow in one acre of a plowed field.
An acre is an area one furlong, which is 660 feet or 40 rods long. That equals about one-eighth of 

a mile. An acre’s width is one chain, which is 66 feet or 4 rods long. A rod is 16.5 feet. Are you with 
me so far? No? Well, let me start at the beginning.

In England in the late 13th and early 14th centuries, the rod was defined by law as 16.5 feet long. 
The “rod” may have been determined by the length of the pole used to control a team of four oxen. 
A rod is still is use by surveyors because whole numbers of it can be used for one acre of square 
measure.

The “perfect” acre is a rectangular area of 43,560 square feet. It is bounded by sides of  660 feet 
and 66 feet (220 yards and 22 yards) or equivalently, 40 rods and 4 rods. An acre is therefore 160 
square rods. Simple math right?

The practice of surveyors using chains, and rods made into a detachable stiff chain, came about a century later when iron 
became a more plentiful and common material. A chain is a larger unit of length measuring 66 feet, or 100 links.

The Waterloo Farm Museum has many surveyors’ chains, with brass markers to identify the lengths. The land couldn’t be sold 
until all the land in the territory was surveyed. First the base line and meridian line, then counties (83 in Michigan), sections (1 
square mile, or 640 acres), townships (6 miles square), usually 36 to a county. No land sales could be processed until the parcel 
was accurately surveyed.

There, now you understand how our ancestors were able to buy land and start their farming lives when they first arrived in this 
land called Michigan. Thank God for surveyors.
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SHS Class of 1988 holds 30-year class reunion
by Mike Williamson

The Stockbridge High 

School Class of 1988 

held its 30 year Class 

Reunion Saturday, 

July 28 at the Arctic 

Breakaway in Chelsea. 

Twenty-six classmates 

attended the event. 

They set up a memorial 

table for the seven fallen 

members of the class.

1988 Classmates pictured are John Peters, Todd Snay, Joann 
(Sweet) Brooks, Mike Bradley, Carl Baxter, William Lantis, 
Sharon (Crisp) Kaiser, Amy (Ruja) Schlaff, Kevin Cleary, Michelle 
(Sheppard) Lantis, Kirk Ford, Jodie (Zeigler) Adams, Patty (Cole) 
Fletcher, Karen (Hurd) Jeffers, Mike Williamson, Chris Saylor, 
Joanne Majerus,  Heidi (Hartsuff) Barbour, Curt Nightengale, Lynda 
(Lewis) Peters, Allison (Chritz) Clark, Patrice (Maier) Howard, Tom 
Carpenter, Ben Barbour, Cheryl (Marsh) Sly, Nikki Myers. Photo 
credit Kim Williamson.

Celebrating 35 years: SHS Class of 1983 reunites
by Tina Cole-Mullins
Thirty-five years 

after graduation from 
Stockbridge High School, 
members of the Class of 
1983 gathered Aug. 11 
for a reunion to reminisce, 
get reacquainted and just 
have a fun time.

The memories came 
flooding back during 
the evening as the 
classmates visited with 
each other. Many had not 

Group photo (by maiden name) Back Row left to right: Scott 
Zeigler, John Earl, Dianne Brussow, Trena Turner, John Mullins, 
Susan Pidd, Larry Cornish, Glenn Buckmaster First row left to 
right: Tina Mell, Laurie Tossava, Carol Nightingale, Dawn Skicki, 
Jamie Fetterman, Stephanie Dunn, Deanna Cole, Checotah Carroll, 
Diane Soulliere, Sarah Salow, Allison Penix, Cindy Salla, John 
Allen Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins
been in contact for 15 years, since the last reunion in 2003.

“Our class was the seventh class to graduate from the high school. That 
was back when lime green and orange were a definite fashion statement and 
big hair was on the horizon,” Deanna Cole-Kruger said with a laugh.

The 1983 class graduated about 110 students. Dawn Fanson was the 
valedictorian and John Allen finished a very close second and was named 
salutatorian.

“It was my freshman year that did me in with two B’s,” Allen said, while 
sharing a lot of other memories.

Cindy and Don Marshall were kind enough to host the group of 30 
graduates and spouses, while providing food and beverages for all.

“Their home is a local car museum and provided the perfect location,” 
Cole-Kruger added.

Glenn Buckmaster, Allison Penix-Powaga and Tina Mell-Ambs headed up 
the celebration.

Some classmates couldn’t miss the chance to reconnect with old friends, 
and share high school memories.

The long-distance champion was Jamie Fetterman, who visited from 
Arkansas.

Political advertising and 
announcements

“Given SCN’s mission to help build a stronger, healthier 
community through consistent, quality communications, 
it is our policy to remain neutral on political campaign 
activity. While we seek to encourage residents to vote, 
we shall neither support nor oppose any political party 
or candidate for public office. While we appreciate all 
letters to the editor, we must respectfully decline to 
publish submissions of a political nature. However, SCN 
will accept paid political advertisements, subject to our 
review and approval. These advertisements shall be titled 
“Paid Political Announcement.” All are subject to SCN’s 
review and approval. When questionable as to whether 
an advertisement is political, the SCN board will decide by 
majority vote.”

--SCN Board-amended and adopted as of 8/1/2018

Jack Richmond’s family and 
friends meet to wish him a 
happy 90th birthday

by Bobbie Jo Whipple
Jack R. Richmond, of Gregory, Michigan, celebrated his 90th 

birthday with his family and friends Saturday, Aug. 18.
He was born Aug. 21, 1928. The son of Bangs N. Richmond 

(deceased) and Veva F. Richmond (deceased). In June 1950, he 
married Doris J. Feldpausch (deceased). They raised six children: 
Carol Furtney, Judy Buckner, Beverly Richmond, Amy (Steve) 
Drow, Jimmy Richmond (deceased), and Robert Richmond 
(deceased).

Jack is one of six sons born to Bangs and Veva Richmond. 
His brothers are Francis Richmond (deceased), Melvin Richmond 
(deceased), Hugh Richmond (deceased), Norman Richmond 
(deceased), and Earl Richmond.

Jack and Doris have 9 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, 
and 7 great-great-grandchildren.

Jack retired from Federal Screw Works in Chelsea on Jan. 24, 
1991, after having been employed there since he graduated from 
high school. He was 18 when he was hired.

Jack grew up on his family’s farm on Doyle Rd. in Gregory 
where he has resided his entire life. Their home is on the property 
of the airport in Gregory known as Richmond Field and the 
Sandhill Soaring Club. In 1950, the same year Jack and Doris 
were married, they built a home at the bottom of a hill on his 
family’s farm. For many years their home was just a basement, 
until the “upright” was added after their last child was born in 
1962.

When Jack was a young boy, his family’s home was destroyed 
by fire but his family remained, moving into another home on the 
farm. This home still stands today along with a portion of the old 
barn.

90th

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Jack Richmond’s family and friends gather for a group photo 
on Aug. 18, 2018. Photo credit Bobbie Jo Whipple



From the 
superintendent’s desk

by Karl Heidrich
Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year! We 

hope you had an enjoyable summer.
First of all, we would like to thank our school district 

community for passing our operating millage renewal. 
We appreciate your continued support of our school 

district.
Over the summer, our administrative team has been working hard preparing 

for another successful school year. We hired our current athletic director Meghan 
Kunzelman to also serve as the new junior high principal. We also have a new 
special education director, Greg Molenda, who will be working in the district.

Our summer construction projects are on schedule and near completion. You 
will find new LED lighting at Smith and Heritage, new flooring in the Smith gym and 
new doors and windows on the original portion of the Junior/Senior High. Also over 
the summer, new classroom furniture arrived at the Junior/Senior High School.

Last spring, the board of education, our administrative team and staff worked on 
the development of a new three-year strategic plan for the district. We are excited 
to continue to offer a diverse and balanced curriculum to enhance and maximize 
the learning potential for all of our students. The new district plan continues with the 
theme of rigor, relevance and relationships. Our emphasis is to continue to expand 
relevance-based coursework with high-quality instruction for the development of 
college- and career-ready skills for students. We also would like to strengthen and 
continue to build relationships both locally and regionally with businesses, industry 
and postsecondary institutions. We will continue to work on our action plans 
throughout the school year to make progress toward attaining our goals.

If you would like to schedule a tour of any facility, please do not hesitate to 
call. We enjoy showcasing the quality educational programs at each of our school 
buildings. If you have questions or concerns at any time, please stop in, email or 
call. We are looking forward to an outstanding school year.

Welcome Back
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STOCKBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
FERPA Notice

(Family Education and Right to Privacy Act)
Board Policy 8330, which addresses student records and regulates directory 

information, is available for public review during normal office hours of the Office 
of the Superintendent, Stockbridge Community School District,100 Price Avenue, 
Stockbridge, Michigan 49285.

The Family Education and Right to Privacy Act requires school districts to 
develop a policy outlining the information which is considered available to the 
public as directory information. The Stockbridge School District has determined 
that only that information, which commonly appears in yearbooks and athletic 
programs, is to be made available as directory information. Directory information 
is student name, address, telephone number, major field of study, participation 
in officially recognized activities and sports, height and weight if member of 
an athletic team, height if member of an athletic team, weight if member of an 
athletic team which requires disclosure to participate, dates of attendance, date 
of graduation, awards received, honor rolls, and scholarships.

A parent, guardian, or eligible student may choose to make additional 
information available, but only by their written consent. They may also prohibit 
the release of any or all directory information by writing their building principal 
within 30 days of the date of this notice. No directory information will be 
released within this time period unless the parent, guardian, or eligible student is 
specifically informed otherwise. However, records will be forwarded if requested 
by a legitimate educational organization in which a student needs to enroll.

Two federal laws require the District to provide military recruiters, upon 
request, with three directory information categories - names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers - unless parents have advised the District that they do not 
want their student’s information disclosed without their prior written consent. 
These laws apply to the students in grades 7 - 12. Any parent, guardian, or 
eligible student may prohibit the release of this information to the military by 
delivering a written objection to the building principal within 30 days of the date 
of this notice. Under this option, directory information will still be made available 
to other sources under the terms and conditions explained in the previous 
paragraphs.

This notice is required by law. If you have any questions, please contact Karl 
Heidrich, Superintendent, at 517-851-7188.

Second

         
      Annual S t o c k b r i d g e  A r e a  Tr a c t o r  S h o w

Tractor Games ~ Other Activities ~ Raffles ~ Free Camping
Fri.   5 pm: Fish Fry
Sat.  10 am: Kids Stuff  |  12 noon: Parade

5 pm: Pedal Pull  (registration 4 pm)

Tractor info: Kim (517) 851-7069  |  Camping and Vendor info: Lynn & Vickie (734) 498-2321

Held at American Legion Mackinder Glenn Post 510
830 S. Clinton, Stockbridge

  Fri., Sept. 28 & Sat., Sept. 29 ~ 8 am to dusk both days
  Bring any old Iron ~ Registration begins Thurs., Sept 27

Mission
Stockbridge Community Schools strives to be an exemplary learning community. We create the 

foundation of this community through meaningful relationships, relevant and rigorous learning, and 
effective communication.

This mission will develop lifelong, confident learners who have the resources necessary for 
success in a changing world.

Vision
Stockbridge Community Schools will create a culture of high expectations for all students through 

rigor, relevance and relationships.
Goals
• We will create an environment in which each student is appropriately challenged and supported 

to reach higher achievement goals.
• Provide authentic, real-world learning experiences that develop student skills in communication, 

collaboration, critical thinking and creativity.
• We will build a positive culture among all stakeholders including students, staff and the 

community.
Karl Heidrich
517-851-7188
heidrick@panthernet.net

    Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 and has been the 
Superintendent of Schools since 2013.



Since 1916,
Auto-Owners and

your local
independent agent

have been there
when it matters most.

Abbott & Fillmore
Agency, Inc.

517-851-7777
www.InsuranceMichigan.com

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS

Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008
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Gormley and Johnson
LAW OFFICES, PLC

Local Attorneys & Counselors at Law — Committed To Your Goals

John L. Gormley, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

517.851.7014, Ext. 104

Christopher S. Johnson, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
517.851.7014, Ext. 106

101 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville │gormleylawoffices.com

Jim’s Gutter Service

Jim Weiland
Free Estimates ~ Insured

Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Installation or Repairs
Cleaning and Screening

517-851-4673

Rural perspectives
article and photos by Rose Collison
Many call them weeds but they are some 

of Michigan’s wildf lowers to enjoy.

Crown Vetch White Champion

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and manages the 
Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a number of years.

Chicory

Queen Anne’s Lace

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”
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Fact or Fiction?
by Ron Kaiser
Legend has it that John Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on the 4th of July a few 

hours apart on the country’s 50th Anniversary in 1826. Some writings suggest Adam’s final 
words were “Jefferson survives.”  

Not likely. No documented evidence substantiates this rumor. Even if Adams had uttered 
that sentence, he would have been wrong. Jefferson died several hours earlier. 

It is true, however, that just five years later in 1831, fifth President James Monroe joined 

Motorcycle Show on Stockbridge Town Square

12TWELFTH ANNUAL

Sunday, September 16 ~ Noon to 4 pm
Vintage, Classic & Remarkable Motorcycles!

Participation in show by invitation only. 

12th
Annual

Sponsored by Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority

Breakfast
8 am to 12 Noon
First Presbyterian Church
Downtown Stockbridge
Pulled Pork Lunch
12 Noon to 4 pm
Stockbridge Lions Club
On the Square
For information:
Suzi 517-851-7437

Spectators Welcome!

All You Can Eat
Country Breakfast
First Presbyterian Church Downtown Stockbridge

Sunday ~ September 16 ~ 8 am to 12 Noon
homemade biscuits & gravy • eggs • French toast sticks 

pancakes • hashbrowns • bacon • sausage patties
$9 Adults ~ $5 Children 5-10 ~ Free Under 5

All proceeds support local missions & outreach programs.

12TWELFTH ANNUAL

Cravingz outdoor garden brings wine, roses and song 
to local community

Letha (Allen) Khozouie and Phil Tolliver perform a 
duet to an impressed crowd of over 30 in Cravingz 
outdoor garden, Friday night, August 3. Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
Friday night, Aug. 3, a crowd of more than 30 neighborly customers gathered in 

Cravingz’s outdoor garden to enjoy the songs and strums of Phil Tolliver, a regular 
favorite.

As hops trailed up the brick wall and an old world fountain bubbled adjacent the 
stage, Tolliver rocked the block with an impressive array of ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s 
tunes, ranging from Bob Seger to Johnny Cash.

When Tolliver’s lifetime “blood brother” from Belleville strolled in to enjoy the 
show, the audience boomed “Hello, Larry,” right on cue.

The music resumed, and beer, brats and wine continued to flow from owner Judi 
Cook’s new Amish shed. Friends, family and acquaintances, seated under blue-
canopied tables, brought each other up to date on their lives.

As dusk settled in, 2-foot f lames shot skyward from patio heaters outside the 
grape-arbor border, and Tolliver coaxed attendee Letha (Allen) Khozouie onto the 
stage. 

Together, their duets gave pause to even the most avid table conversations and triggered enthusiastic rounds            
of applause.

with Jefferson and Adams to die on July 4.



    Want to advertise? 
    • Print: 15 words (or one half-inch by 2 inches) $35 (published 
monthly, 1st of the month)
    • Online: $30 per posting, includes website and Facebook 
posting
    To place a classified advertisement or discuss possibilities, 
please email your ad to StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com 
or phone Nancy at 517-851-8087. Send payment to SCN, P.O. 

Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137
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Help wanted: Stockbridge Area Arts Council 
seeks a choral director and a piano accompanist 
for the Stockbridge Festival Chorus--Spring 
Concert on March 23, 2019. Involved are 
program planning, 11 weekly rehearsals 
(beginning week of Jan. 14), and 1 performance. 
Stipend plus mileage. If interested in either 
position, please send a letter of interest to 
Stockbridge Area Arts Council, PO Box 194, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285 by October 15, 2018.

  

(517) 648-6982                        Rob Clark (owner) 
Installation ~ Refinishing 

WI

LD SANITATION

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE
517- 851-7695

www.wildsanitation.com

Jeff Caskey Brad Caskey

P.O. Box 188
Stockbridge, MI  49285

American Beauty Turf Nurseries 
Inc. a successful business for 
62 years

Abe and Ruth Ann Parente were both 
raised in farm families. They met at 
a young age at the Eastern Market in 
Detroit. Photo provided by Roberta Ludtke.

by Roberta Ludtke
An old adage states people don’t plan to fail, 

instead they fail to make a plan. This does not 
apply to Abe and Ruth Anne Parente, owners 
of American Beauty Turf Nurseries Inc. in 
Stockbridge. Early on, these octogenarians had a 
life plan.

Abe and Ruth Anne were both raised in farm 
families. They met at a young age while selling 
their family produce at the Eastern Market in 
Detroit. Abe wisely listened to his customers, who 
were asking if anyone at the market sold sod, and 
made a plan for himself.

From 1954 through 1956, Abe served his 
country during the Korean War as a paratrooper. During this time, he sent a portion 
of his paycheck home to his mother to deposit in the bank so he could buy a 20-
acre farm, in Belleville, Mich., upon his return. On this farm in 1956, Abe began 
growing his first sod, and harvested his first crop in 1957.

In the years it took for the sod to mature, Abe worked as one of the first 
employees at Ford’s new Lincoln Plant. 

He would go to work at 6 in evening, work until 6 in the morning, seven days 
a week. Then he went to his farm to water, mow and fertilize. Many days he 
functioned on only four to five hours of sleep. In the spring of 1958, Abe quit 
working for Ford, and went full time into the sod business.

Ruth Anne had her own plan in life to work as a nurse. As fate would have it, 
Ruth Anne suffered an illness, and had to take a leave of absence from her nursing 
career to recover. Having met previously and having stayed in contact platonically, 
Abe mentioned to Ruth Anne that his sod business was taking off, and he could use 
some help at the farm answering the phone and running the office. She agreed to 
help out until he found someone else, but was firm in her conviction she was never 
going to live her life as a country bumpkin. 

Well, 52 years later, she is still proudly helping Abe run the business end of the 
farm. It seems Abe and Ruth Anne got along so well that after the first six months, 
Abe suggested they go “rock shopping,” his way of proposing. Because of their 
work on the farm, they could only get away for a few days for the honeymoon, so 
they went to Hell, Mich., and stayed at the Inn. Ruth Anne laughs when she says, 
“it is remarkable for a marriage to last, when it starts in Hell.”

In 1964, the land for American Beauty Turf Nurseries Inc. was purchased in 
Stockbridge. When asked if he had any training in growing sod, Abe admitted he 
was self-taught and learned from attending seminars and experience. He continued 
to listen to his clients and made changes on the farm as needed. When Landscape 
Architects wanted sod grown in organic soil, he told them he had purchased a 
muck farm in Stockbridge, as muck was naturally organic. 

See Parente on page 16.



Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Mission:
To fund programs and projects that create or enhance 
educational opportunities available to residents within the 
boundaries of the Stockbridge Community School District.

Make checks payable, mail to:
SAEF

100 Price Ave, Suite A,
Stockbridge, 49285

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation
Donation Submission Form

Donation Total:

Name

Address

Phone

Check enclosed for $

Call me about a donation.

Thank You!

Since January the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation (SAEF) has 
received $15,933 in donations and has 
given out $13,687.31 in grants.

- Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation

All donations support our Community,  
local donations, serving our local population  

Thank you for your continued support.
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by Hope Salyer
Unofficial local election results for 

the State of Michigan August 2018 
Primary Election are below. To view full 
election results for Ingham, Jackson 
and Livingston Counties, visit www.
stockbridgecommunitynews.com/august-7-
2018-michigan-primary-election-results

State of Michigan
Governor: Gretchen Whitmer D
Bill Schuette R
U.S. Senate Debbie Stabenow D
John James R
House of Representatives D1: Jack 

Bergman R
D2: Rob Davidson D, 
Bill Huizenga R
D3: Cathy Albro D,
Justin Amash R
D4: Jerry Hilliard D, 

John Moolenaar R
D5: Daniel Kildee D,
Travis Wines R
D6: Matt Longjohn D,
Fred Upton R
D7: Gretchen Driskell D,
Tim Walberg R
D8: Elissa Slotkin D,
Mike Bishop R,
Brian Ellison L
D9: Andy Levin D,
Candius Stearns R
D10: Kimberly Bizon D,
Paul Mitchell R
D11: Haley Stevens D,
Lena Epstein R,
Leonard Schwartz L
D12: Debbie Dingell D,
Jeff Jones R
D13: Rashida Tlaib D
D13 (Special Democratic Primary): Brenda 

Jones D
D14: Brenda Lawrence D,
Marc Herschfus R

Local Results:
Ingham County:
Ingham County Justice Millage 

Question:Yes
Stockbridge Community Schools 

Proposal: Yes
Williamston Community Schools 

Proposal: Yes
Fowlerville Community Schools 

Proposal: Yes
Capital Area District Library Ballot 

Proposal: Yes
Jackson County:
Grass Lake Township Trustee: Barry 

Butterfield
Grass Lake Township 1 Delegate 

R: Howard Hardrick
Grass Lake Twp 1 Delegate D (Vote 

for 4) DEM: Nina White
Grass Lake Twp 1 Delegate L (Vote 

for 2) LIB: Ronald A. Muszynski
Grass Lake Twp 2 Delegate D 

(Vote for 3) DEM: Christine Canning-
Peterson, Edward D. Peterson

See Election on page 12. 

August 7, 2018 
Michigan Primary 
Election Results



A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
One hundred years ago, Stockbridge was a quiet 

little town as were the many surrounding villages. 
School opened in the village on Sept. 3 and opened 
within a week in most other area communities.  The 
Community School District was yet to be created. 

In Stockbridge (the village), Miss Carr resigned 
as principal and Miss McKenzie was asked to return. 
The teaching staff listed eight people, including 

F.M. Van Sickle, superintendent;  Ruby McKenzie,  principal; Nora Mae Cronk, 
assistant; Hattie Hamilton, assistant; Versa Dean, seventh  and eighth grade; 
Mrs. McClain, fifth and sixth grade; Miss Haas, third and fourth grade and Emma 
Smith, kindergarten, first and second grades.

In Unadilla, Nellie Danton began her school. Dorothy Bell taught in North 
Stockbridge.  Attendance counts were affected by farm harvests, the military draft 
and enlistment.

World War I, “the war to end all wars,” was soon to end. The Sept. 12 paper 
published an obituary for Sgt. J. Taylor Glenn, born  in Unadilla. He later opened 
a garage with his brother, Casper. Glenn enlisted in May 1915 with his brother, 
Ralph, in Co. M, Michigan National Guard of Jackson.  They were called to 
the Mexican border in 1916. He mustered out in 1917 and in March 1918 was 
recalled and sent to France, where he died reportedly on Aug. 4.  Memorial 
services were held Sept. 9, 1918.

In Munith,  50 young people gathered to surprise and see Victor Huffman off 
for military duty. Veterinarian D.O. Cranston enlisted for military service after 
six years of service to the Stockbridge community.  War news dominated the 
majority of that September’s issues of the Sun-Brief.

Other highlights included a warning to keep chicken coops locked because of 
multiple reports of chicken coop raiding. Stockbridge State Bank offered to store 
Liberty Bonds securely to guarantee them against loss for the fee of 20 cents per 
$100 bond.

Ten Years Ago
Ninety years later in 2008, the 4-H clubs nationally celebrated their 100th 

anniversary.  Area groups joined in by holding special events. A retro barber, 
Adam Naith, opened an old-time barbershop in Gregory. Four people were 
hospitalized after a crash at Michigan 52 and Dexter Trail.

Nationally, Hurricane Ike caused enough damage to raise gasoline prices. 
In the area, gas was selling for $4 per gallon.  The Red Cross experienced 
shortages in blood supply because of the hurricane. 

Also in 2008, all Mugg & Bopp properties were placed in receivership 
including those in Stockbridge and Gregory. The second All Clubs Day saw more 
than 2,000 riders converge on Stockbridge Town Square. Event coordinator Suzi 
Greenway said 200 antique, classic and specialty bikes were on display. Bill 
Stanfield celebrated his 96th birthday at his home.

Diane Rockall and her husband moved to Stockbridge 20-plus years ago from Northville, where 
they were active in the Northville Historical Society among other organizations.
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Our famous large sandwiches 
now available in half portions 

with fruit — just $3.99!

Smart Business Solutions

             734.498.3476                 www.cts-tax.com

TAX & ACCOUNTING
Your partner in tax preparation, 

bookkeeping and operational support

Smart Business
Solutions

TAXES & ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

Your partner in tax preparation, bookkeeping & operational support

734.498.3476 www.cts-tax.com

 

       For more
     information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

    SEPTEMBER 7, 14, 21, 28 ~ 4 to 7 pm
Veggies, fruit, honey, cheese, bread, pies, soaps
      and candles, woodwork, art and embroidery

Free popcorn each week from FSB
   Sept.14 ~ Shoreline Wild Salmon 

“Sponsor of the Month”
    Farmers State Bank 

The Open Air Market

Election from page 11
Grass Lake Twp 3 Delegate L (Vote for 2) LIB: Jason Bryan 

Rees
Henrietta Township 1 Delegate R: Michael J. Raczkowski
Henrietta Township 1 Delegate D (Vote for 3) DEM: Priscilla 

A. Abbey, Raymond L. Abbey
Henrietta Township 2 Delegate R: Sharon Marie Renier
Rives Township 1 Delegate R (Vote for 9) REP: John L. 

Brennan, Philip Ferraro, III
Rives Township 1 Delegate D (Vote for 3) DEM: Adalie E. 

Dermyer
Waterloo Township 1 Delegate R (Vote for 9) REP: Catherine 

Upton
County Parks Millage: Yes
County Animal Control Millage: Yes
Stockbridge Sch Millage Renewal: Yes
Livingston County:
Putnam Township Trustee Partial Term Ending 11/20/2020 - 

Bob Press R
Putnam Township Trustee Partial Term Ending 11/20/2020 - 

James G. Robert D

Employee from page 1
A Stockbridge High School graduate, Allen received a degree from 

Adrian College and earned her Master of Arts from Marygrove College. 
“She and her husband, Jason, own a local business, The Rush, so they 

are very connected to our community,” Edwards continued. “Kerri uses 
those relationships to motivate her students to learn.”

When asked, a former student fondly remembered Allen. 
“She pushed us to do well every day, but most importantly, she treated 

each of us as if we were her own child. That was a wonderful feeling!” the 
student said.

The Helen B. Mitteer Employee of the Year Award is presented annually 
to a Stockbridge School District employee based on staff and community 
nominations. 

In 2003, at the suggestion of SAEF member Doreen White,  the 
Stockbridge Schools Employee of the Year Award was established. It 
served to recognize, on a yearly basis, the care provided to district students 
by so many exceptional Stockbridge staff.

At about the same time a fund was established with SAEF to honor the 
memory of Helen B. Mitteer, a dedicated and beloved Stockbridge teacher. 

In 2013, the foundation acted on the suggestion of Dan Dancer, a Mitteer 
family member, and merged the Mitteer Fund with the Employee of the Year 
Award. This allowed a donation honorarium to be attached to the award. 
The 2018 award comes with $1,500, which will be donated in Kerri Allen’s 
name to the school district program of her choice.



School safety 
is paramount to 
our goal

by Chief Johnnie Torres, Jr.
Well, another summer has come 

and gone and I’m proud, as well 
as grateful, that it passed with no 
major criminal incidents. However, 
the absence of major crime in our 
community will not preclude us here 
at the Stockbridge Police Department 

from continuing to train and prepare for those incidents that shake 
the foundation of a community; most notably school violence.

The SPD and the Stockbridge Community School District 
remain committed to providing a safe environment where 
students can learn and educators can instruct the future leaders 
of the world. To that end, Officer Tony Coln will be attending a 
weeklong school liaison officer session put on by the Michigan 
State Police called T.E.A.M. (Teaching, Educating, and Mentoring 
). T.E.A.M.-trained police officers complete a 40-hour training 
program that introduces them to more than 30 lesson plans they 
will be able to present in their communities. 

The newest T.E.A.M. curriculum lesson plan introduces 
students to the importance of “Homeland Security” and their role 
in “Family Preparedness.” In addition to learning the curriculum, 
officers receive training from content experts in student and 
juvenile psychology, classroom management, bullying and 
harassment, and school security issues. 

The fee for this training is expensive but worth every penny. 
SCS Superintendent Karl Heidrich agreed to pay the fee for 
this training, showing his commitment level to school safety and 
his willingness to collaborate with the SPD to ensure the safety 
of students and staff. The SPD also participated in an “active 
shooter” scenario in July put on by the Mason Police Department 
so that we can continue to ready ourselves for a possible threat to 
our schools.

So, as you prepare to get back to the day-to-day grind of work 
and school that the fall season brings, take solace in the fact that 
there is work being done specifically generated toward school 
safety, which is paramount to me, this department and this school 
administration.

Stay vigilant, stay safe.
Chief Torres

Chief Torres, a native of Flint, joined the Stockbridge Police Department in 2009 

and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Michigan-Flint and is married with two adult children. 
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Local family opens high 
performance vehicle shop: 
CT Performance in Gregory

Rosebud (the dog), Taylor, Shane, 
Tracy, and Tori Carey showing off the 
family business, CT Performance.

by Tracy Carey and Judy Williams
For the past two years, the attendees 

of the Gregory 4th of July parade have 
been amazed to see several beautiful, 
high-performance cars among the 
entries. Since the parade’s beginning 
44 years ago, the crowd has been 
accustomed to seeing antique cars and 
tractors, but not the high-performance 
cars. Even more amazing is hearing the 
emcee announce that these cars are 
built in Gregory. Who are the owners of 
this business in Gregory?

The new shop, CT Performance, has 
its roots in the passion and dreams of a 

13-year-old boy from Kentucky. 
When Shane Carey was growing up, he often helped his father work 

on the family vehicles. The time spent with his father, Glenn Carey, and 
the encouragement from his mother, Linda Carey, helped turn cars into 
a lifelong interest for Shane. This pursuit ultimately led to the creation 
of CT Performance in Gregory.

“CT” stands for Carey-Taylor, representing the families behind this 
new business—Shane and his wife, Tracy (maiden name Taylor), and 
daughters Taylor and Tori Carey.

 “We wanted to keep the name of our new business simple and to 
the point. Our shop caters to maximizing the performance of high-end 
vehicles,” said owner Shane Carey.

Shane Carey has a long history of modifying cars, starting at the age of 13. His first car was a 1968 Camaro RS/SS, 
which he bought at age 14. Since that time over the past 30 years, he has owned and worked on a variety of vehicles 
including Fox Body Mustangs, a Nova, Monte Carlos, CTSV Cadillacs, ZR1 Corvettes, an F Body WS6 Trans Am, 
a 2006 GTO and more. But his work hasn’t been limited to his own vehicles. Friends with the same passion for cars 
started bringing their vehicles to Shane — to troubleshoot issues and have him help with their projects. He primarily 
worked on GM products, specializing in CTVS/ZL1/ZR1/GTO/G8/C7 Z06.

Because of the great success of these projects and with a big push from his family, especially his wife, Tracy, and 
friends, Shane ultimately decided to create CT Performance. The business offers his services and expertise beyond 
family and friends and allows him to share his craftsmanship, attention to detail and quality work. 

Shane certainly has the proper credentials for this type of work. He went to Motech Education Center to study 
automotive technologies. He completed this two-year school in just over 13 months. He graduated with honors and 
became a Michigan Master Certified Mechanic. 

See CT Performance on page 24.
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Stockbridge U14 softball wins 
championship game

Pictured L to R front to back: Kalysta Connolly, Hannah Breslin. Arianna 
Place, Alexis Hightower, Marissa Goble. Ryan Reechy (assistant coach), 
Grace Carson, Hailey Gauss, Joslyn Caskey, April Cole, Don Lockhart 
(Head coach), Hannah Lockhart, Bailey Bartrum, Jacey Gustafson, Gwen 
Rogozinski, Rylee Reechy, and Brad Caskey (assistant coach). Not 
pictured: Madison Mazuca and Jamie Phillips Photo provided by 
Don Lockhart

by Hope Salyer
The Stockbridge U14 

girls softball team won 
its championship game 
on Wednesday, July 25 
against Fowlerville, 14-4 
in five innings. 

The Panthers wasted 
no time in firing up 
the offense. In the 
first inning, Joslyn 
Caskey singled on a 
2-1 count, scoring one 
run. Stockbridge also 
put up four runs in the 
fifth inning. Caskey and 
Hannah Lockhart both 
drove in runs in the 
frame. 

Lockhart started on 

Stockbridge High School 
boys varsity soccer beats 
Ithaca High School 3-1

by Brent Young
The Stockbridge soccer team traveled to Ithaca High 

School without starting goalkeeper Austin Perkins and 
backup keeper Alex Allen and still came away with the 
win.

Ben Young played tough in goal, only letting in 
one after a controversial offside call. He recorded 13 
saves, 14 shots on goal.

The defense was once again stellar. Ben Quintinalla 
recored 22 steals, Ethan Jones made 12 steals and 
freshman Carson Oversmith had 17 steals.

Stockbridge opened up the scoring with a beautiful 
pass from Luke Suojanen to Isaac Pratt to the 30 yard 
mark. Pratt used a one-touch kick to the far corner of 
the net. 

The second goal would come from Micah 
Beauregard to Eddie Koch to put the Panthers up 2-0.

Ithaca answered back with 15 minutes left, putting 
the score at 2-1. But the Panthers would find the net 
again just before the half. Freshman Jonah Husky took 
a shot at the 30 mark and Eddie Koch would follow 
through with the rebound to end the game 3-1.

In the second half, Ithaca came out strong, putting 
most of its shots on goal. The Panthers would have 
another chance to score on a penalty kick awarded to 
Maison, but the ball sailed left.

Isaac Lance, Maison Beauregard, P.J. loso and 
Logan Connolly also contributed to the win.

The Panthers played like a team. Players were very 
unselfish and developed a passing game that wore out 
Ithaca. It’s an exciting start for Panthers soccer this 
season.

the rubber for the Panthers and lasted two innings, allowing two hits and no  runs, while 
striking out six without a walk. 

Caskey came in to pitch in the third inning. She went three innings, allowing two hits and 
four runs with five strikeouts.

The Stockbridge Panthers tallied 15 hits on the day. Caskey, Alexis Hightower, Hailey 
Gauss, and Lockhart all managed multiple hits. Hightower and Caskey each collected three 
hits to lead Stockbridge. Gwen Rogozinski also led the Panthers with four stolen bases, as 
the team ran wild on the base paths with 17 stolen bases.

Despite allowing three runs in the fourth inning,  Stockbridge was able to hang on to 
defeat Fowlerville.

Coach Don Lockhart said the team’s pitching throughout the season was outstanding to 
say the least. 

“Hannah Lockhart and Joslynn Caskey were the two main pitchers, with some relief from 
Jacey Gustafson and Gwen Rogozinski,” he said.  

Hannah Lockhart pitched 45 innings with 111 strikeouts for an earned run average of 
2.162. Caskey pitched 34 innings with 72 strikeouts and an ERA of 7.62.

The team also hit the ball well during the season, with a team batting average of .517 and 
an on base percentage of .644.

“I could not be more proud of every one of these girls, as they bonded better as any team 
I have ever coached in my 12 years of coaching,” coach Lockhart said. “And on top of it, 
the parents were great with helping get girls rides to the games when they were not able to 
and helping with in-between game snacks. 

“And a special shoutout to Brad Caskey and Ryan Reechy for assisting me with the team 
this season,” the coach added. “They were a blessing when practicing drills during practice 
and keeping the girls focused when needed.”
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Thinking about selling your home?

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services | 1301 S. Main, Chelsea | LindaAllen@howardhanna.com

Call
Linda
Allen

TODAY!
734-

550-7225

YOUR HOME COULD BE
WORTH
MORE NOW
THAN EVER.

Real Estate Service

www.howardhanna.com

Call Me For...

A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

7915 Seymour Rd., Grass Lake

PENDING

STOCKBRIDGE Sports
Boys Cross Country

Pictured L to R: Cameron Brewer, Dalton Satkowiak, Ron Tolson, Brock Jones, 
Andy Schlaff, Logan Connolly, Micah Beauregard, Kaleb Adkins, Brandon 
Howlett, and Ben Chapman. Photos by Hope Salyer

Girls Cross Country

Pictured L to R: Rylee Tolson, Rachel Owen, Anna Schlaff,  Joy Youngblood, 
Brianna Hill, Kaitelyn Walker, Sidney Gipe, Haley Gipson, Claire Beauregard, 
Peyton Killinger, Hailey Howard, Chelsey Asquith

Boys JV Football

Pictured L to R: Josh Cool, Zach Miller, Riley Kennedy, Noah 
Robidou, Jerry Clark, Drew Philipp, Ryan Bartholomew, Dominic 
Storie, Dom Hamlett, Zachary Sanford, Josh Dishneau, Whilem 
Trevisan, Jaidehn Conant, Hayden Ellsworth, Matthew Redford, Kevin 
Killinger, Dylan Smith, Matthew Killinger, Dominic Bickley.

Boys Varsity Football

Pictured L to R: William Porter, Andrew Zeigler, Zach Hann, Cody 
Freiermuth, Brad Niec, Josh Lewis, Maison Beauregard, Hunter 
Thayer, Kael Bunce, Lucas Gauss, Brandon Nelson, Brandon Medina, 
Alex Rose, Cody Tolliver, Daniel Ballagh, Tylin Ayers, Michael Keeler, 
Cody Culver, Brandon Bell, Gage Place, Bradley Cooper. 

Girls JV Volleyball

Pictured L to R: Hailee Fraser, Karley Flores, Julia Clark, Sarah 
Lackey, Kaylsta Connolly, Paige Rice, Yarely Cervantes, Brooklyn 
Rochow, Mayzie Wright, Ally Minix, Kaylee Dalton, Gwen Rogozinski, 
Kaitlin Miller. 

Girls Varsity Volleyball

Pictured L to R: Breanna Salyer, Molly Nichols, Tyler Showerman, Sylvia Whitt, 
Lena Jackson, Katelyn Knieper, Macy Kruger, Michelle Zemke, Kaylie Shepard, 
Jordan Myers, Grace Hall, Madison Mazuca, Isabelle Bliss, Rachel Monroe and 
Shelbey Sprout. 
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Parente from page 10
The muck sod is lighter in weight, making it easier to transport. They continued 

to grow some of the sod in mineral soil as well.
In 1970, Abe and Ruth Anne bought a home in Florida near Orlando. In the 

late 1970s, they purchased a 50-acre plot of land, with the plan that their 21-year-
old son, Steve, who was tragically killed in a car accident, would run the farm in 
Stockbridge. That way Abe and Ruth Anne could scale back, and run the 50-acre 
farm in Florida. In 1981, the seed was planted and in 1983, the first sod was 
harvested. While Abe ran the farm in Stockbridge, Ruth Anne went down to get the 
Florida farm started.

With the building of timeshares near Orlando in the 1980s, the sod business 
was booming. The Florida climate allowed them to harvest two plantings per year. 
Abe and Ruth Anne kept a grueling pace, planting both farms for 20 years, and 
finally sold the Florida farm in 2002.

Today American Beauty Turf Nurseries Inc. consists of 505 acres, with Abe, 
Ruth Anne, and their daughter, Josie Smith, as owners. Retirement for Abe is 
planting 137 acres; the rest of their land is leased to local farmers.

They credit having a plan, hard work, great employees and clients for their 
successful 62 years in the sod business. Over time, they employed as many as 11 
people. Some of their employees worked with them for more than 30 years. Their 
hard work was rewarded by trips to Mexico, Atlantic City and Las Vegas. Their 
clients were located in many states including  Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania to 
name a few.

When asked if they had any plans to officially retire, perhaps to spend more 
time with their grandson, Ruth Anne just smiled.

“I guess we have to get rid of the 1 ton of grass seed Abe just bought for his fall 
planting before we can do anything about retirement,” she said.

Stockbridge Community Schools says 
goodbye to three teachers

Teresa  Snyir 34 years of 
service Elementary teacher

Judith  Brune 18 years of 
service At-risk specialist 
Heritage Elementary

Mary  Pashkevich 30 years of 
service Elementary teacher

SRSLY celebrates 10 years 
of empowering local youth 
to live substance-free

The Hopkins family

Information from 
SRSLY

On August 15, at 
the historic Michigan 
Theater in downtown 
Ann Arbor, SRSLY 
Coalitions celebrated 
10 years of empowering 
youth to live healthy, 
substance-free 
lives in Chelsea, 
Dexter, Stockbridge, 
and Manchester.  
Donors, volunteers 

and supporters of the organization attended a special 
celebration to recognize the difference the coalitions 
have made in the lives of young people and their families. 
SRSLY was started in Chelsea in 2008 and was later replicated in Stockbridge in 2013. 

“Youth want to be empowered, and they want to live healthy substance-free lives, and they want to feel supported in their decision to do so,” said 
Reiley Curran, regional director of SRSLY, in delivered remarks.  “SRSLY has been making youth feel seen, and heard, and valued, and respected, and 
supported, and honored for 10 years.  This work matters, and it is working.”

Attendees enjoyed a reception with food provided by Wesley’s Catering, a presentation, and award ceremony, followed by a special showing of the 
movie “Shrek” on the big screen.  

To date, SRSLY has coordinated more than 500 events for its communities with the help of 3,000 volunteers, logging a total of 50,000 volunteer hours.
Renae Kempf, a 2016 graduate of Chelsea High School, became a member of SRSLY in the fifth grade and volunteered more than 500 hours by the 

time she had graduated.  Her participation in the program included her traveling to several states to attend workshops and trainings about prevention.  
She also spoke with representatives in Congress and in the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy. 

See SRSLY on page 23.

The National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa (NMSAS) 
is located in the cradle of Polynesia’s oldest culture and thought to 
support the greatest diversity of marine life in the National Marine 
Sanctuary System. The sanctuary protects extensive coral reefs, 
including some of the oldest and largest Porites coral heads in the 
world, deep water reefs, hydrothermal vent communities and rare 
marine archaeological resources.

The teams’ project aims to Inspire, Engage, and Educate students 
while providing a unique research experience in one of America’s 
underwater parks.  The project has three major goals: (1) to conduct 
a bottom fish study around Aunu’u Island (2) to conduct a study of 
Palolo worm spawning, and (3) to connect with a school in American 
Samoa to share knowledge and culture between students, and 
conduct a STEM program.

Students will spend the next 3 months building a new Remotely 
Operated Vehicle or ROV, and a baited underwater camera system 
in addition to raising funds for the project.

For further information, contact Mr. Richards or Michelle Zemke 
517-851-7770, ext. 6204.

https://youtu.be/0FhpBUdo9WU

Samoa from page 1
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Deep roots. We didn’t start learning 
to drive a tractor at 10 years old. Or 
rise to the challenge of running the 
family farm. But we do help power 
the machinery that will empower 
generations of farmers to come. 
When the energy you invest in 
farming meets the energy we fuel it 
with, sustaining a nation happens.

Golfers gather at Hankerd Hills Course for 24th annual 
Stockbridge Athletic Golf Scramble

First place “Women’s Division” winners, 
Kathy McClinchey, Jessica Martell, 
Mackenzie Williams and Judy Williams 
hold the coveted golf towel and plaque.

by Jessica Martell
Early on the morning of Friday, July 27, 160 golfers gathered at Hankerd Hills 

Golf Course to compete in the 24th annual Stockbridge Athletic Golf Scramble, the 
proceeds of which fund various school-sponsored athletic programs.

This year saw a noted increase in participation, particularly among younger 
golfers, although the founding fathers of the event, Jim Brown and Jim Lister, who 
traveled from Tennessee with his wife Anita to compete on a coed team, were also 
in attendance.  Another noteworthy competitor was first-time participant Meghan 
Kunzelman, the recently appointed Junior High Principal/Athletic Director at 
Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School, whose team, “3 Smiths and Meghan” took first 
place in the coed division.

The Stockbridge Athletic Golf Scramble, which is always held on the last Friday in July, has generally enjoyed fair 
weather.  However, this year the outlook was grim as participants registered and had breakfast during a brief downpour. 
The foul weather was of particular bother to many golfers, who found themselves unprepared for the elements as local 
weather reports had not predicted morning rain.  Fortunately, the rain let up some as the golfers loaded their clubs. By 
the time teams took to their tees at 8 a.m. for the shotgun start, it was barely sprinkling, and before golfers putted on the 
second hole, the rain had ceased completely, giving way to pleasant temperatures and even some afternoon sunshine.



2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea, MI 48118
Sales: (734) 385-7415 - Service: (734) 385-7412

    Included below are names of community residents who 
have recently died and of whom we have been notified. 
Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community 
News website within the past month. If you wish to have 
a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries 
are available for a fee.

 · Wayne Freiermuth - died July 26, 2018 - Private service 
and burial
 · Timothy Allen - died July 21, 2018 - Memorial service 
Sunday, Aug. 12 - Mason burial at Fitchburg Cemetery
 · Sterling Taylor - died August 8, 2018 - Visitation and sevice 
Aug. 12 - Stockbridge
 · Renee Darlin - died August 14, 2018 - Memorial at a later 
date - Stockbridge
 · Iris V. Oakley - died August 18, 2018 - Munith
 · Bonnie Miller - died August 20, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Eugene J. Reske, Jr. - died August 21, 2018 - Stockbridge

Death Notices
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES August 20, 2018

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called 
the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
to order on August 20, 2018 at 7:35 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the 
meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, 
Treasurer Kris Lauckner Trustee Terry Sommer,. 
Member absent from meeting: Trustee Ed Wetherell

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting agenda Lauckner second 
with the following amendments added Fall Festival, 
Pole Decorating Charity and Roads. All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Citizen’s Comments: No Comment
Lauckner  motion to accept Stockbridge Township 

Board meeting minutes as printed. Sommer second 
All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to accept Stockbridge Township 
Board Financial report as printed. Laukner second 
All in Favor motion Carried.

Ken Palka From Pfeffer, Hanniford, Palka went 
over the Stockbridge Township Audit Stockbridge 
Township is in excellent Financial Condition. As of 
April 1, 2017 Fund Balance was $1,215,765 Year 
end March 31, 2018 Fund Balance is $1,442,966

Lauckner motion to accept Pathway Land Scape 
bid for $7,250.00 with an additional $1000.00 for 
Concrete work. Stockbridge Township board did try 
to get other bids but lack of response Stockbridge 
Township Board has decided to go with Pathway 
Land Scape. Roll Call Vote Sommer Yes, Muraf Yes, 
Lauckner Yes, Lantis Yes.

Lantis reached out to Titan Trash to have a clean 
up day. Titan Trash quoted Lantis $1350.00 for 
2 trucks Muraf will be reaching out to Unadilla to 
see about having a tire disposal along with metal 
and freon. Stockbridge Township Board is talking 
with Village of Stockbridge Council about working 
together on this for the community. Sommer motion 
that Stockbridge Township Board spend up to 
$5,000.00 on Proposed cleanup day on September 
22, 2018 from 10:00 AM to 2:00PM Lauckner 
Second Roll Call Vote Lauckner Yes, Sommer Yes, 

Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes Motion Carried
Muraf will be contacting Mariah Fink about a 

letter or memo for the Stockbridge Township 
Board to send out to residents with options for the 
maintenance Private Drives.

Lauckner  motion to accept Kip Vogel bid at 
$5950.00 for a new roof on the Fire Hall Sommer 
Second Lauckner amended to add an addition 
$4050.00 for any unforeseen conditions. Roll Call 
Vote Muraf Yes, Sommer Yes, Lauckner Yes, Lantis 
Yes. Motion Called 

Sommer motion to accept Dennis Wood Bid 
for Caulking construction joints and curbs on the 
Stockbridge Township Square for $1,985 Lauckner 
second All in Favor Motion Carried

Lauckner motion to accept Brian Holloway Building 
Services bid of  $12,000.00 for painting and redoing 
the front peak of the Stockbridge Township Hall 
Sommer Second Roll Call Vote Sommer Yes, 
Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Motion Carried.

Sommer motion to allow up to $1,300.00 for Katrina 
Griffith annual Planning Conference Lauckner 
second All in Favor Motion Carried

Stockbridge Township Board renewed 2 CD on 
August 15, 2018 Commercial Bank CD balance is 
$212,216.79 Renewed for 6 months at 1.25%. Dart 
Bank CD balance is $210,246.83 Renewed for 12 
months at 1.50%

Stockbridge Township Board does not have it in the 
Stockbridge Township Budget to help The Village of 
Stockbridge with the Harvest Festival this year.

Stockbridge Township Board pole charity will be 
Stockbridge Outreach.

Lantis will call Ingham County Road Commissioner 
about what roads are being done this year and when 
will they be done. 

Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 
Board monthly bills in the amount of $ 36,322.74 
Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried 

Citizen’s Comment. Trick or Treating on the Square 
Muraf and Betty Wetherell are working on a flyer and 
the details. 

Lantis Adjourn the Stockbridge Township Regular 
Board Meeting at 9:38pm Sommer Second All in 
Favor Carried

BM



“Where kindness
         and excellence meet”

120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455pauldobosdds.com

Stockbridge Community NewsSeptember 2018 19

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting 
Minutes 31 July 2018 7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope 

Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, Morency. 

Also present: 7 residents.
Public Comment: Billie Diel expressed concern 

regarding the car show that will take place at the 
Portage Lake Parlour on Seymour Road Friday 
night in the parking lot. She feels that there will 
most likely be parking along the road outside the 
parking lot which presents a road hazard. She also 
expressed concern that there is no police coverage 
in our area readily available and that it may be time 
to have police in Waterloo again.  Randy Heatley 
presented another detailed document addressing 
the Broadband effort. A copy of his input was 
given to the clerk. Beals suggested changes to the 
June minutes and also stated that the Planning 
Commission is looking at the zoning ordinance on 
special events and may need something that will be 
requiring of permits for certain types of events that 
go beyond the normal land use for certain events.

Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda with Beal’s 
proposed changes and date change as presented. 
Yes/all; no/none. Motion carried.  Kitley spoke of the 
new parking lot at the new SAESA facility. Hopefully 
move in will be the end of September or first of 
October.

Old Business:  None
New Business:  • Morency stated that the Planning 

Commission public hearing took place with no public 
present. The Planning Commission adopted the 
amended ordinance regarding additional boundary 
surveys needing to be submitted for boundary 
adjustments. It’s being called an interim ordinance 
change while the work is done on ordinances. 
An ordinance will be worked on for purpose of 
addressing solar farms.  They will also make a slight 
change to Master Plan to address this also. We do 
not have a solar ordinance in place. 

Other Business That Comes Before The Board:  
Wendy Walz gave an update on the Parks and 
Recreation Committee meetings that have taken 
place. They are still looking for another resident 
for the committee. A walking trail has been started 
around the Town Hall building. It will be completed 
in the near future. They are working on a grant that 
will give some financial help to clean the path up 

and make it more user friendly. • Lance motioned 
with support from Walz to reappoint Wesley Schulz 
to a 1-year term on the Planning Commission and 
reappoint Mike Martin and Garth Hannewald to 
3-year terms on Zoning Board of Appeals. Yes/all; 
no/none. Motion carried. • Kitley received 4 bids 
for the feasibility study for Broadband Internet. The 
bids were as follows: Yates Engineering - $21,382.  
Design Nine Broadband Planners – amount not to 
exceed $22,700.  Advantage Point - $69,800.  NEO 
Connect - $35,770. Morency motioned with support 
from Kitley not to accept any of the bids received 
due to the extreme cost to our small Township 
and the small percentage of the public who were 
supporting Broadband Internet. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.

Lance discussed the issue of ongoing noise at 
residences and on the lakes with some of our 
residents. Our Zoning Enforcement person will be 
giving out citations. Beals stated that our noise 
ordinance needs to address the special events 
that use the roads and other special use events 
according to size. He also talked of the possibility of 
having some police coverage in our township.  It will 
be discussed again at a later date. Full time officers 
cost approximately $80,000/year. Possibly will look 
for options with Jackson County township police 
forces. There will be more discussion at a later date.  

Public Comment: Randy Heatley thanked the 
board for putting up with his comments the past few 
months regarding the Broadband Internet issue. 
Walz asked about permits for special events and 
activities depending on size.  Planning Commission 
will be looking at different possibilities for changing 
the current ordinance.  Beals stated that the state 
government is looking at downsizing some of their 
responsibilities such as county parks are being 
thought about and being abandoned and wondered 
if townships would take over them.  

Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 7.59 p.m.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. The 
next regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, 
August 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be 
published in the Stockbridge Community News at 
the end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

The Wonders 
of Science

by Eric Rasmussen

Our bodies are composed of trillions of 
cells that specialize in numerous ways to give 
rise to the walking, talking, and conscious 
human body currently reading this sentence.

Amazingly, each of our intricate bodies 
started as one single cell containing all the 
precious blueprints for life, DNA.

DNA amounts to a genetic book of the 
dead. Its four chemical letters (adenine, 

The longest journey begins with a 
single cell

guanine, cytosine, and thymine) tell the story of ancient environments, 
adaptation, and a molecular quest for immortality. Each generation adds its 
chapter of atomic experiences into the medium of stellar dust. 

Through specific biochemical processes, roughly 3 billion letters of 
human DNA duplicate in the progenitor cell. Then they split into two 
daughter cells, each containing its own complete set of DNA. These two 
cells soon follow suit and split, beginning a cascade of growing cells. 

DNA’s duplication process is strikingly precise, making on average, one 
error in a billion letters. That is equivalent to copying each of the one million 
words of the Harry Potter series 922 times with but one error. 

After about 50 to 60 of these generations, we arrive at our bodies, every 
cell is a miniature universe of cellular activity, and each shares the same 
DNA.

This bears repeating: Each of our cells has the same DNA, so the same 
genes that reside in our stomach cells also exist in our brain cells.

But clearly, our brain and stomach perform different functions. While 
stomach cells are busy secreting acid, brain cells are sending and receiving 
electro-chemical signals to and from our nervous system.

These radically diverse functions are able to take place because cells 
can turn on specific genes and turn off others. Cells express or unexpress 
differing segments of their DNA, and this toggle-switch-like capability 
enables cells to develop specific functions.

Author Eric Rasmussen 

stirs a home brew of 

household ingredients to 

separate a strawberry’s 

DNA into gooey strands. 

To try this DIY experiment 

at home, you’ll need a 

fresh strawberry, rubbing 

alcohol, salt, and dish 

soap. Photo credit Patrice 

Johnson

Imagine if our eyeball cells 
wrongly expressed genes 
to develop a tooth, and an 
incisor grew out of our eyes! 
This may sound like an 
extreme example, until we 
substitute “full leg” for “tooth.” 
Witness the reality of the 
humble fruit fly, right, whose 

Here we witness the reality of the humble fruit fly 
above whose HOX genes happened to wrongfully 
express as a leg instead of an antenna. Photo 
credit https://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/basics/
hoxgenes/

HOX genes happened to wrongfully express.
Eric Rasmussen, BS, M.Ed., obtained his bachelor of science degree at the University 

of Colorado at Boulder. He majored in ecology and evolutionary biology, minored in 
physical anthropology, and specialized in disease dynamics. Eric now serves as a Learning 
Technology Coach at Erie High School and Erie Middle School in the St. Vrain Valley School 
District, CO.



School Staff Spotlight: Langone spurs artistic creativity 
in Stockbridge students

Now beginning his 24th year of teaching, 
Jay Langone’s classes remain as popular 
as ever. Langone teaches all the art 
classes at Stockbridge Junior and Senior 
High School. His classes fill up fast with 
eager students in grades 7-12 wanting to 
learn all about art. Photo provided by Amy 
Haggerty
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Enroll Now — Choose Stockbridge Community Schools
We create a culture of high

expectations for all students through
rigor, relevance and relationships.

 You may submit your registration form 
online at http://www.panthernet.net/ Junior/Senior High School Heritage School Smith Elementary School

by Amy Haggerty
Now beginning his 24th year of teaching, Jay Langone’s classes remain as 

popular as ever. Langone teaches all the art classes at Stockbridge Junior and 
Senior High School. His classes fill up fast with eager students in grades 7-12 
wanting to learn all about art.

Langone wanted to become a teacher because of the influence of his own 
teachers throughout his years in school. He admired how smart and kind they 
were, he said. 

Then while in college, he had the opportunity to work at a children’s art fair. 
 “The staff there thought I did a wonderful job, and asked me to come back 

and teach a weekend oil painting class,” he said. That’s when he knew he 
needed to change his major to art education.

Langone worked in a plastics factory while in college and also as a cashier 
at a local grocery store in Kalamazoo. He said he learned very quickly how 
important a college education would be to his future. He spent his undergrad 
years at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo,  and then received his 
Masters in Art from Eastern Michigan University, in Ypsilanti.

The teacher came to Stockbridge in 1994 because he wanted to be in a 
small-town community, “like the one I grew up in.” He described Stockbridge as 
“a great place to come to work.” 

“I love the people!” he added. 
Langone grew up in the Paw Paw, Mich., area. His parents, Joe and Lana, 

still live there and enjoy the lake living in their retirement years. Langone was 
married in 2005 to Lori, and the couple have one child, 7-year-old Larenzo. They live in the Mason, Mich., area.

His greatest accomplishment, Langone said, was incorporating the seventh-grade art classes into the school 
and then integrating them with the rest of his high school art programs.

As a teacher, Langone said he had to learn to become a great listener and put himself into the shoes of his 
students. 

“If you tried your best, that’s all anyone can ask,” he tells his students. “Remember to be kind to everyone, 
including yourself.” 

He also encourages students to “have integrity, keep your work, be honest, and always be yourself.”



Think you know the area? Here’s 

your chance to prove it. Each month, 

SCN photographer Rose Collison is 

photographing a mystery location within 

the  Stockbridge School District. Names 

of readers who correctly identify the 

subject of the photo will be entered into 

a drawing and one overall winner will be 

selected.

September’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

September’s winner will receive a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded 

Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s winner, Sarah Lennon, for correctly 

identifying the cannon in front of the Veteran’s Hall in Stockbridge. 

Lennon’s name was drawn at random from other correct entries.

To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 

and its location along with your name, address and phone number. 

Email Rose at Stockbridgecommunity news@gmail .com or send by 

snail mail to Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, 

Gregory, MI 48137. 

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than Sept. 7.

Recognize the subject of this picture and its 
location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State Bank 

Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo credit Rose 

Collison 

Stockbridge Community News — Subscription Form
Have an out-of-town family member or friend who would enjoy receiving a paper? Want to 

receive the paper at your vacation home? Purchase a 12 month subscription for $30.

Please mail this form along with payment to:  Stockbridge Community News, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.

Name

Address

Email

Payment Type:   Cash            Check

Stockbridge Community News
Donation Form

Name

Address

Email

Amount
Please mail donations to:  Stockbridge Community News,

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.
Donations may not be tax deductible.
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Stockbridge Community Schools 
welcomes new hires to the district

Heather Asquith K-5 STEM Brittany Floyd Fifth Grade

Jessica Highfield Senior High English Natalie Kinsella Guidance Counselor

Meghan Kunzelman Junior High Principal

Hannah Reyes Junior High ScienceCorrine Turner Fourth Grade

Ashlee Muscato Early Childhood 
Discovery Lead Teacher

Thank you to Farmers State Bank for 

sponsoring this month’s contest and good 

luck to all participants!
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Olde Tyme TaTTOO CO.
Offering a unique and personalized experience in our family 

owned, traditional shoppe here in Stockbridge.
111 W Main St., Stockbridge | 248.550.6666 or 517.985.6044
Hours: Tue-Thurs: 11 am to 6 pm | Fri & Sat: 11 am to 9 pm

 Sun & Mon: by appt. only

Letters we receive
Dear editor:
From time to time,  I’ve seen doubts expressed as to whether 

or not God even exists. It seems that corruption grows and our 
nation drifts further and further from God. So is there a God?

Yes! God is the only thing that ultimately makes sense.
We humans are natural creatures in a natural world. The 

natural cannot create itself to begin with (even though some can 
reproduce). The natural cannot come out of nowhere on its own.

I’ve heard man has tried to make that happen, with no 
success, and even if he were to succeed, it still would have had 
to have that help—not on its own. 

But man wasn’t there in the beginning anyway, which leaves 
God as the only logical answer, the only source—the creator. 
Only the supernatural (something above and beyond the natural) 
could create the natural.

 “In the beginning God created ... ” How totally true and 
profound this declaration from the Bible actually is! It is backed 
by science and logic. There is no confict between science and 
God. Science simply tells us how God did it (and still is doing it). 
Evolution? If that’s the way God did it, then so be it! The most 
important thing to understand is that God was and is behind it. 
God—Yahweh—the great I Am. 

So you ask “But where did God come from?” How could God 
come from anywhere? Where did that “anywhere” come from, and 
so and so on ... ? You can trace everything back to God, but you 
can’t go back any farther. It all begins and ends with the infinite, 
eternal, self-existent God—the Alpha and the Omega!

Sincerely,
Larry White

Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks
CONTRACTORS &
HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!
Open Mon-Sat
Fowlerville 555 Van Riper Rd • 517-223-5000 • W

WW.BIGOSPRECAST.C
OM  

 EQUIPMENT
RENTAL

Mini Excavators with hydraulic grapple
Track & tire skid steers

Attachments - auger, trencher, grapple bucket
50’ JLG Manlifts

Self propelled & pull style
Concrete Buggies

Daily & Weekly Rental
Pick up or Delivery

Pro GaraGe Door

“Installing & servicing all makes 
& models garage doors, loading 
docks, commercial/residential”

Free

Estimates
Located in Leslie

517.599.1433
Hours: 9 am to 5 pm with 24-hour 

emergency service available 

Dear editor:
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
To Jean Boyhan, Crystal Williams, the lady and her daughter (living on Main Street), Chief of 

Police Johnnie Torres Jr., Stockbridge ambulance personnel and Stockbridge fire first responders.
At 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 4, Jean Boyhan and I started to take our daily hike. We proceeded 

to walk east on the Lakeland Trail at the cemetery. When we arrived at Michigan 106, I decided 
to leave the trail and we walked south on an abandoned farm overgrown with weeds and vines – 
almost impossible to follow. However, we managed and really enjoyed the quiet solitude of nature. 
At the end of the old farm road on the left was an old sod farm long since abandoned. This farm had 
been purchased a few years ago by the Ingham County Nature Conservation Department. I had 
walked this area for many years and we thought nothing of the now dense forest of weeds. The old 
path to the east was now invisible, however, we stupidly proceeded.

The term “shin-tangle” is a very poor description of what we encountered! What had once been 
grass grown on mulch was now 12 to 18 inches high, however, not upright –  but in a tangle! The 
weeds at times were 10 to 12 feet tall. One step, then move a little, grab some weeds, pull on them 
to help to move ahead. Briars and nettles! Fall down – sweat in 90- degree and 80 percent humidity 
– try to keep moving now in a northern direction. 

I twisted my right knee, fell down and could not get up. Jean thought I had broken my leg. 
Knowing we needed serious aid, she struggled on, assuring me that she would return as soon as 
possible. 

She moved in the direction of M-106 (East Main Street). Finally, unable to continue walking, she 
dropped to her hands and knees and crawled several hundred yards to high ground. Jean then 
walked to the road again and flagged down a car driven by Ms. Crystal Williams, of Cherry Street in 
Stockbridge. Williams called 911 and stayed with Jean waiting for Chief Torres and first responders 
to arrive.

A very pleasant lady from across the street brought water and a very appreciated popsicle.
Chief Torres and several first responders entered the swamp in the fire department Jeep.
I, still flat on my back, heard them calling and I responded loud enough for them to find me. 

These very strong men got me upright and I limped to the Jeep – finally out of the swamp at 7 p.m.
Stockbridge Ambulance personnel put me on a stretcher and into the ambulance, where they 

took my vitals and hooked me up to some monitors. After giving me some oxygen, I was quite 
revived. The paramedics agreed that my vitals were satisfactory, but cautioned me that if I felt at all 
ill that Jean should call them to get me to the hospital ASAP.

Fortunately, I felt well. A glass of wine and a bath and off to bed at 9 p.m. I enjoyed uninterrupted 
sleep until 9 a.m. Sunday.

Thank you all again,
Walter Jarvis

SongLab 2018
Live, Local, Original Music

Come to CADL Stockbridge to hear original music, support the Stockbridge music scene, and 
enter multiple drawings to win a free $20 gift card to a local eatery. (Must be present to win.)

Start times are approximate.

All performances held at CADL Stockbridge ~ 200 Wood St., Stockbridge
All shows are free. Drawings held periodically.

Saturday, Sept. 15
12:00 pm   Larry Guenther

singer-songwriter, various genres
1:30 pm     Letha Allen

singer-songwriter, various genres

Sunday, Sept. 16
1:30 pm     Harold Henry

original religious music
2:30 pm     Jack Falk

singer-songwriter, various genres

Live at the
Library

Celebrating

20 
years



Stockbridge Community NewsSeptember 2018 23

Village of Stockbridge Meeting Minutes, August 6, 2018 7 p.m.
Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:02 pm. Roll Call: PRESENT:President Molly 

Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell,  Trustee Patrick Harden,Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Quintanilla; ABSENT: Trustee Christina DuWig,  Trustee Valdez-Weaks ;Others Present:  
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney,  Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, 
Citizens were also present

Approval of Agenda
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden to approve the August 6, 2018 agenda as 

amended; add Ordinance
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
Approval of Minutes 
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla to approve the minutes of July 9, 2018 as 

amended to correct the adjourn time to 9:30.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the special minutes of July 30, 2018 

as presented by Clerk Nogle as amended.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Accounts Payable
MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Mullins,; to approve the accounts payable as presented 

by Clerk Nogle.
AYES: Cattell, Harden, Quintanilla, Valdez-Weaks, DuWig, Mullins, Howlett; NAYS: None
ABSENT:  DuWig, MOTION PASSED 
NEW BUSINESS
Harvest Moon Festival Special Liquor License
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; the Special Liquor License 

presented by Clerk Nogle for the Harvest Moon Festival for August 14-15, 2018.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
915 S. Clinton Street
MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; Ordinance 2018-08.06 to 

authorize the sale of an Easement, Parcel No. 33-42-16-26-302-006.
AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Harden, Mullins, Howlett; NAYS: None; ABSENT:  Valdez-Weaks, 

DuWig, MOTION PASSED
ADJOURNMENT- MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to adjourn the 

Council ; Meeting at 8:17pm.  
Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

Village of Stockbridge
Harvest Moon Festival
Sponsored by Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority
Pre-Glow Celebration ~ Friday ~ Sept. 14 ~ 5 pm to 11 pm

Beer Tent at Veterans Memorial Park
Featured Band: Hot Southern Mess ~ 7 to 11

Main Festivities ~ Saturday ~ Sept. 15 ~ 10 am to 11pm
Kid’s Area at Veterans Memorial Park ~ 10 to 5........................................
Featuring: Ultimate Air Dogs
Sponsored by Enbridge
Crafters on the Main ~ 10 to 6.................................................................................
Sponsored by Golling Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Chelsea
Beer Tent at Veterans Memorial Park ~ 5 to 11
Featured Band: Fools Fait ~ 7 to 11

A special thanks to our sponsors!
The
Abbott &
Fillmore
Agency, Inc.

SRSLY from page 16

Stockbridge Town Hall Players present 
‘The Superhero Ultraferno’

Article and photo 
by James Clark-
Swalla, DigitalCrumbs 
Photography

On the weekend of Aug. 10, 
the Stockbridge Town Hall Players 
presented their latest production, 
‘The Superhero Ultraferno’ at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School.

See Players on page 24.

“SRSLY outlined what is so clear to me now, two very distinct paths,” 
said Kempf in delivered remarks.  “I am forever grateful to say that 
because of SRSLY, I chose the right one.  I absolutely would not be the 
person I am today without those skills that SRSLY and all the people 
involved helped to instill in me.”

Chelsea Police Chief Ed Toth spoke about the difference SRSLY has 
made in the community and how grateful he is for the opportunity to build 
relationships and have positive contacts with youth.

“I think oftentimes, young folks just need some support from someone 
who’s not mom or dad,” said Toth in delivered remarks.  “Whatever 
they’re going through, they’re not the only one going through those 
difficulties, and things are going to be OK.”

To learn more about how SRSLY is making a difference for youth 
or how you can become involved, please contact Emily Stewart, 
Stockbridge coalition director, at Emily.Stewart@stjoeshealth.org  or visit 
srslystockbridge.org. 

Pictured L to R: Anna Schlaff, Eleanor 
Diffenbaugh, Jason Proctor, Ethan Jones, 
Stuart Cook, Jacey Gustafson.
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Garden of the Month

“Harvest should be great with 
this huge squash plant.”
Photo from the Uihlein 
Family Garden

If you have a favorite garden spot based on its beauty or uniqueness, send SCN one to five photos of it. Each 
month, from now to March, the Stockbridge Area Garden Club will select a garden for SCN to feature. We will 
keep your garden photos to compete with the selected gardens through the contest’s completion in March 2019. 
Then, readers will vote for their favorite garden, and the winner will be announced in SCN’s April 2019 edition. 
The winner will receive a gift certificate for $25 from Tulip Tree Gardens.

To enter, email up to five photos attn: Gardens at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com. Photos must 
be received by the 10th of each month. Include your name, physical address of the garden, and your phone 
number.

SAGC members who compete must recuse themselves from voting on the month’s featured garden. SCN 
board members may compete, though are not eligible to receive any prizes. A committee of local gardeners 
will select the featured garden. Those who submit photos will be asked for permission to print their name and 
location, or SCN will be happy to identify the featured garden as “in the local area.”  

Voting to take place online or in person at one or more local businesses, yet to be determined.

Thank you to Pathway Landscape for sponsoring the Garden of 
the Month contest.

CT Performance from page 13
He started his career in Ford dealerships 

as a service technician. Shane eventually left 
the automotive services industry to work the 
past 20-plus years in the liquid packaging 
industry, where he manages and leads a 
multimillion-dollar organization.

But his true interest and passion was in 
the automotive world. He took a leap of faith 
and with hard work, trademark attention 
to detail and long hours in his spare time, 
created his family business, CT Performance. 

As a Master Certified Mechanic, 
Shane uses his extensive knowledge and 
experience in fine-tuning high-performance 
vehicles for customers, his friends and 
his own collection of vehicles. To date, his 
work comes through word of mouth and 
recommendations from customers. 

“We haven’t had to advertise for business 
at all. I feel very fortunate,” Shane said.” 
With each completed project — whether 
it’s making a car faster or making tuning 
adjustments — car enthusiasts notice 
the high-quality work and seek out CT 
Performance to work on their cars.”

One of the most fascinating and rare 
vehicles Shane worked on was a 1953 
Cunningham. A friend brought it to him after 
it had been worked on by a few different 
shops.

“That came to me with a lot of issues. I 
didn’t have experience with that particular 
vehicle, so it was a fun challenge to research 
and work on,” said Shane. “It was in pieces 
when I first got it. To put it back together, 
find parts and ultimately make such a rare 
vehicle run again was one of the greatest 
accomplishments.” 

Other vehicles he recently worked on 

include his own 2010 ZR1 Corvette, a 2011 
CTSV Cadillac and a full-blown race car, a 
2002 TransAm.

But better proof of the success of this 
new business is at  the Battle Creek Speed 
Fest. Over the last several years,  there 
were many references to Shane Carey 
and CT Performance, including the debut 
of 16-year-old daughter Taylor Carey’s first 
racing experience this past July. She raced 
the family’s 2011 Cadillac CTSV and won 
Fastest Female Driver with a top speed 
of 155 mph. Daughter Tori’s involvement 
comes from a different angle, putting to 
good use her expertise in the social media 
arena to promote the business through its 
Facebook and Instagram accounts (search 
CT Performance). And of course, notes 
Shane, “my wife Tracy keeps everything 
going, especially with all the late nights, early 
mornings, last-minute requests and long 
weekends that are so typical of this type of 
family business.”

“None of this would be possible without 
the support of my family and friends,” he 
said. “We’ve spent so many long hours into 
the early morning working on vehicles and 
troubleshooting issues that unavoidably 
come up during the work. 

“Actually, that’s the fun part for me, to 
figure things out, especially when someone 
tells me it can’t be done. Sometimes it means 
I need to create a new part, or think outside 
the norm to come up with a solution,” said 
Shane. And he always does have a solution.

Find out more about CT Performance on 
Instagram (CT_Performance) or Facebook 
(CT Performance). Or email Shane at shane.
ctperformance@gmail.com.

Players from page 23
The play, written by Don Zolidis, was an entertaining 

comedic spoof of the DC and Marvel heroes and villains. 
In the story, nerds take over the world and want kids to 
know everything about comic book superheroes.

The director, Larry Torrey has directed numerous 
plays with the Town Hall Players. His first play for the 
Stockbridge theater troupe was “Alex in Wonderland,” 
which he directed with Jeff Boyer in 2007. SInce then he 
has been an active member of the Town Hall Players, 
filling the stage with kids and young adults. The actors 
were allowed to experience the joy and wonder of the 
theater and its many benefits.

Barbara A. Krusinski, one of the producers of the 
show, has been involved with the troupe since its early 
years. She is a woman who wears many hats, also being 
the Town Hall Players president. The other producer, 
Marilyn Saad Brumm, said it was her first show as both a 
producer and an actor.

The Town Hall Players’ next play will be “Harmony 
Romances,” a romantic comedy by Ron Hill. Auditions 
were held Aug. 23, 24 and 25 at the Township Hall.

The play is a sequel to “Ladies of Harmony,” a play 
the theater group presented back in April 2013, and 
directed by Sara Lewis and Amy Schlaff. This time, the 
ladies will be planning a wedding instead of a funeral. 
Leah, a woman attending their church, plans to marry 
Howard. She has not seen him in years, and only has 
been in contact by email and telephone.

The Town Hall Players are looking forward to their 
fall production on Nov. 30, Dec. 1 and Dec. 2 at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Times for the performances 
have not yet been set.

Anyone interested in theater or acting may want to 
consider joining the Town Hall Players. 

I personally discovered the benefits of theater back 
in 2005, when Jeff Boyer asked me to be a part of a 
production called “Up the Down Staircase.”

I played a young, shy high school student and I 
often shared the same lines that I said in school. It’s 
safe to say the Town Hall Players and theater changed 
the direction of my life. A lot of people have said that 
experience broke me out of my shell.

For more information about the group,  contact 
Stockbridge Town Hall Players or call Barbara at 517-
851-1300.


