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Suspect arrested after school closes 
due to threat of violence

    by Hope Salyer
    Stockbridge Community Schools 
was closed Wednesday, Feb. 14 and 
Thursday, Feb. 15 following an electronic 
threat of gun violence at the Stockbridge 
Junior/Senior High School. The school 
reopened Friday, Feb. 16 after police 
said an investigation led to a student 
confession.
    According to Stockbridge Chief of 
Police Johnnie Torres Jr., an initial 
investigation into a person of interest 
led to the 14-year-old suspect’s arrest. 
The identity of the suspect is not being 

released, as he is being charged as a juvenile, not an adult.
    See Threat on page 3.

New property owners 
announce future plans for 
Willow Creek golf course

    by Abigail Walls
    Sometimes, there’s a grove of trees or a lovely pond, maybe 
even a fountain—but rarely, if ever, will you find a farm in the 
midst of a golf course. 
    With the sale closed and the final ink dry, Stockbridge residents 
Justin and Laura Walsh announced on Facebook on Feb. 13 their 
plans to run their portion of the property formerly known as Willow 
Creek Golf Club, located at 3252 Heeney Road, as an extension 
of their Icelandic sheep farm, called Jolly Jumbuck Farm.
    “It may be the middle of winter but the farm is growing!” Laura 
Walsh wrote on her Facebook page. “The current plan is to use 
two acres or so for a sizable market garden and some crops 
(sweet corn? sunflowers? we’ll see), and I’m excited to have fresh 
produce available road-side and at a farm market or two this 
summer.” 
    See Golf on page 9.

Stockbridge students heading 
to American Samoa

Front Row (L-R): Hailee Fraser-Gutting, Molly Nichols, 
Katelyn Knieper, Kaitlin Miller, Michelle Zemke Back Row 
(L-R): Bob Richards, Hailey Howard, Kael Bunce, Baylee 
Heidrich, Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, Julia Marhofer. 
Photo credit User supplied image.

    by Patrice Johnson 
    The Stockbridge InvenTeam announced Feb. 
14 that it has been invited to conduct research, 
test equipment and conduct an educational 
outreach project in the National Marine Sanctuary 
of American Samoa, Nov. 21 to Dec. 4.
    Stockbridge InvenTeam members, a subset of 
students in the Stockbridge High School robotics 
program, will travel to American Samoa in the 
Pacific. Team members include Michelle Zemke, 
Katelyn Knieper, Chloe Miner, Kael Bunce, Baylee 
Heidrich, Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, Molly 
Nichols, Julia Marhofer, Hailee Fraser-Gutting, 
Kaitlin Miller, and Hailey Howard. 
    See Somoa on page 2.

Panther Yearbook wins 
coveted Spartan Award
    by Hope Salyer
    The SHS Panther Yearbook won the coveted Spartan Award 
with Distinction for the 2017 NOW-themed yearbook, the 
yearbook staff announced on Jan. 31.
     The student-run publication will receive the award at the 
upcoming Michigan Interscholastic Press Association Spring 
Awards & On-Site Contests in April.
     Out-of-state judge, Dr. Elizabeth Keeling, commented, “This 
is a beautiful book. I wish every student from every small school/
town was able to have such a showstopping publication in their 
hands to remember their high school years. There are so many 
amazing things to comment on in this book. You have chosen a 
great theme that you’ve developed well throughout the book. The 
design is interesting and organized–you have used graphics and 
typography so very well to serve your readers to easily navigate 
through each spread, section and through the book. 
    See Yearbook on page 9.

SSBbank to merge and operate as Eaton 
Federal Savings Bank

    Eaton Federal Savings Bank, 
Charlotte, Michigan and Stockbridge 
Bancorporation, Inc., Stockbridge, 
Michigan together announce the 
signing of a definitive agreement and 
plan of merger. Under the terms of the 
agreement, SSBBank, Stockbridge 
Bancorporation’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary, will merge with Eaton Federal 
Savings Bank.  
    The merger, expected to be completed 

in the second quarter of 2018, is subject to customary conditions, including the approval of the 
Stockbridge Bancorporation shareholders and bank regulators. Shareholders of Stockbridge 
Bancorporation will receive cash in exchange for their shares. Pricing and other terms of the 
transaction were not disclosed.
    See SSB on page 24.
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Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School 
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GAMES START: 9AM
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Stay on top of SRSLY News and Events 
with the SRSLY App! Head on over to the 
App Store from your smart device and 
download it for FREE. Choose your  
community and receive the latest SRSLY 
news directly to your device!

Available on the Android Google Play 
and Apple iOS App Stores under the name 
“SRSLY Coalition." 

Samoa from page 1
    The team’s faculty mentor is Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School teacher Bob Richards.
    “Being invited to work in the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa is not only a great 
honor, it is also a very challenging project,” Richards said. “I feel our students are up for the 
challenge and excited for the opportunity.”
    Student Julia Marhofer, a member of the InvenTeam, said, “Exploring the waters and culture of 
American Samoa will be an amazing adventure. I am looking forward to capturing this once in a 
lifetime experience on film.”
    Other team members also referred to the expedition as an opportunity of a lifetime. “Not only 
being able to travel,” Katelyn Knieper added, “but also having the chance to teach and inspire 
children from different areas of the world is amazing. This is something I have always wanted to 
do, and the fact that this program gives me the opportunity is unbelievable. I can’t wait to finally 
experience these things this upcoming fall.”
    The National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa, located in the cradle of Polynesia’s oldest 
culture, is thought to support the greatest diversity of marine life in the National Marine Sanctuary 
System. The sanctuary protects extensive coral reefs, including some of the oldest and largest 
Porites coral heads in the world, deep water reefs, hydrothermal vent communities and rare marine 
archaeological resources.  
    The team’s project aims to inspire, engage, and educate students while providing a unique 
research experience in one of America’s underwater parks. The project has three major goals: (1) to 
conduct a bottom fish study around Aunu’u Island (2) to conduct a study of Palolo worm spawning, 
and (3) to connect with a school in American Samoa to share knowledge and culture between 
students, and conduct a STEM program.
    Students will spend the next 10 months building a new Remotely Operated Vehicle or ROV, a 
baited underwater camera system and a benthic lander, in addition to raising funds for the project.
    As InvenTeam member Michelle Zemke aptly put it, “Going to American Samoa while educating 
and inspiring young minds of the future is not an opportunity that many high school students 
receive.” She added, “I am looking forward to deploying our ROV along with our Camera and Water 
Quality Monitoring system to assist the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa in this unique 
research project.”  
    Molly Nichols reflected her teammates’ reactions when she declared, “I am beyond grateful for 
the experience that this team is giving me. The opportunity to travel across the globe to American 
Samoa is something I never thought would have happen–not only getting a chance to go there but 
having the opportunity to make a change.”
    The Stockbridge InvenTeam will conduct its first fundraiser, a comedy night and silent auction, 
March 3 at the American Legion Hall. Tickets sell for $30 each or $50 per couple (18+) and may be 
purchased at Positively Chiropractic or by contacting Kaci Howard at 517-937-5651. 
(See separate posting.)
    For further information, contact Mr. Richards or Michelle Zemke 517 851-7770, 
ext. 6205.
    To learn more about the scope of the project, view this article online at 
stockbridgecommunitynews.com.

Letters we receive
    To Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com:
    I just finished reading the February issue of the Stockbridge 
Community News and am extremely impressed by the quality 
of your paper. The clarity of your photos, the diversity of your 
articles, and, most of all, the talent of your writers is outstanding. 
Nowhere else can we spend 30 minutes absorbing pertinent 
information regarding school funding and operations, our 
exceptional educators, police department, charities, local 
business, community events and our students. Your staff does an 
outstanding job of reminding us all of the talent and dedication of 
the members of this community.
    Thank you for your contribution!
    Mark Redfield
    Stockbridge
    –This letter serves to remind us of the vital role that a local 
news and information source fulfills in building and maintaining a 
vigorous community. It also recognizes the many volunteers who 
devote untold, tireless hours to producing the online and print 
editions of the Stockbridge Community News. Thank you, Mark 
Redfield, for your inspirational comments and for your generous 
donation.
    Patrice Johnson
    Editor in Chief

 

Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks 
CONTRACTORS & 
HOMEOWNERS 
WELCOME! 
Open Mon-Sat 
FOWLERVILLE 

All Brand New Equipment 
Mini Excavators with Hydraulic grapple 

Track skid steer 
Rubber tire skid steer 

50 ft JLG Manlifts 
Self propelled & Trailer pull style 
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rentals 

Pick up or Delivery 

Threat from page 1.
    Superintendent Karl Heidrich posted on Stockbridge Community Schools Facebook page 
that the identified students were questioned by law enforcement regarding the threat, and law 
enforcement confirmed with Stockbridge Community Schools that a confession was made in 
reference to creating a written message that implied a threat of gun violence.
    According to Heidrich, “The last message was received on Tuesday, Feb. 13. It included 
threatening language that discussed violence directed toward the school.”
    An additional statement from him read, “The students are not on school district property, 
are suspended from school, and formal criminal charges are pending through the Ingham 
County Prosecutor’s Office.”
    Heidrich said school administration and local law enforcement worked together to 
investigate a series of inappropriate messages intercepted by the technology department.
    Torres said the electronic messages were found through the use of internal educational 
equipment called Chromecast. Torres said the device is used to connect monitors for teachers 
to project educational materials in their classrooms. According to Torres, “Passwords were 
compromised, which allowed the individual to get onto the internal network of the school. 
Therefore, he could post or do name changes to the internal equipment.” 
    Torres said a student, on discovering an inappropriate name on one of the monitors, 
reported the problem to a teacher. “The teacher reported it to the administration, and from 
there the IT Department discovered the more threatening name change,” Torres said.
    Heidrich said with the help of law enforcement, a walk-through was conducted and the 
entire Junior/Senior High School inspected. Searchers found no evidence to indicate the 
threat was actionable, and the technology department received no further messages.
    Torres indicated he wished to stress to the public that this is a very serious crime 
regardless of the perpetrators’ intent. According to Torres, “Their intent, true intent, doesn’t 
matter with these types of crimes. It doesn’t matter if they actually have access to guns, it 
doesn’t matter if they meant to do actual harm and it doesn’t matter if they were just trying to 
be funny. They are still going to be held accountable.”
    According to Torres, because they didn’t truly mean to do anything doesn’t make a 
difference according to the way the law reads.
    See Chief Torres’ column on page 13 and online for specifics as to what the law states.



Let the “GU” Crew Work For You!
Call for a FREE Consultation.
Ask about our 100%

Money Back Guarantee!

Your Local Real Estate Couple
GREG (734) 905-0990    GERI (734) 644-0544

Real Estate • Mortgage • Title • Insurance
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Village Council moves forward 
on budget and blight. BA Sports 
remains closed.

    by Patrice Johnson
    During its Monday evening meeting Feb. 
5 in the Old Middle School, the Stockbridge 
Village Council scheduled a special budget 
meeting for Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. Representing the 
Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority, 
Daryl Anderson reported that due to declining 
revenues and increasing expenses, the SDDA 
would like to reduce the annual amount of 
funding it shared with the village to $40,000, 
down from its regular $65,000. The council 
countered with a suggestion that the SDDA 
cut back in increments of $10,000, $10,000 
and $5,000 over a three-year period. Then 

Stockbridge Village attorney John Gormley, Village 
President Robert Hollenbeck and Village Clerk Debbie 
Nogle during Feb. 5 Village Council meeting, Room 
112, Old Middle School.
discussions moved to “outsourcing,” a topic added to the amended agenda, and the meeting took an 
indecisive turn.
    A council member suggested voting to remove the condemnation notice placed on the door of the 
downtown retail business, BA Sports.
    Village attorney John Gormley said that while the council could vote to remove a red tag, it was not 
the council’s expertise and the appointed professional “had say.” Later Gormley commented that only 
the building inspector could remove a red tag.
    President Rob Hollenbeck asked attendee Judi Cook, the building owner, to address the council. 
Slump-shouldered and visibly nervous, the soft-spoken Cook reported that she had initially hired 
Tiger Construction to fix a truss in the factory area of her building. The truss was fixed and approved 
by building inspector Charlie Barnum, she said. Then “Ron” of Tiger Construction, acting without 
consent, roamed the adjoining building where she had hired a firm to strip down a section to uncover 
any structural flaws.
    “They added a shear wall for strength,” she said. “I had no idea of any other flaws.” When Ron 
expressed concerns, Cook said she approved having the construction company’s architectural 
consultant work up plans to correct. Instead, the consultant issued a report calling for the immediate 
evacuation of the building housing BA Sports–StockbridgeCommunityNews.com, Jan. 20, 2018.
    “I was shocked to receive the notice to condemn in the mail,” Cook explained. Then inspector 
Barnum taped a condemned notice on her door. Her business operations have been suspended 
almost three weeks now, she said, panic evident in her voice. “It’s embarrassing.”
    In a meeting after the tags were applied, Cook claimed she asked again for design plans from 
Tiger Construction’s consultant. She was informed he was not qualified. Seeking remedy, she hired a 
structural engineer. After inspection, she said the engineer wrote a letter indicating the building was 
safe and should have the red tag removed. However, she said, the building inspector refused to do 
so.
    Cook indicated she has hired Ark Foundations, a company specializing in foundation repairs. She 
is trying to arrange for its representative and Barnum to meet this week to discuss removing the red 
tag.
    “I’ve always done everything I’ve been asked to do,” Cook told the council.
    The council took a break, and Cook said, “Just tell me what to do.” She indicated the condemnation 
notice did not specify changes required to remedy the situation.
    The meeting resumed, and the council voted trustee Frederick Cattell as its designee on blight 
issues. It decided to look into conducting a water rate study prior to initiating rate hikes that several 
trustees indicated would be necessary to cover shortfalls. A vote was taken not to levy water charges 
on vacant land with no rights to service, called taps.
    Meanwhile, BA Sports remains closed.

Boy Scouts restore flag 
raising and lowering 
at Heritage School

Tuesday, Feb. 20, after several years’ hiatus and in the pouring rain, 
the Boy Scouts once again raised the flag–and a new one to boot–at 
Heritage School in Stockbridge.  L-R: Aiden Schipul, Alan Hill, Wyatt 
Coon and Jason.
    by Deanna Cole Kruger 
Photos by Rose Collison
    Tuesday, Feb. 20, after 
several years’ hiatus and in the 
pouring rain, the Boy Scouts 
once again raised the flag–and 
a new one to boot–at Heritage 
School in Stockbridge. Friday 
afternoon they plan to lower it, 
and they intend to repeat the 
ceremony each week.
    “We have not had students 
do this in several years,” 
Deanna Kruger said. Kruger, 
who works at Heritage, 
complimented Jennifer Schipul 
for taking charge of the 
renewed activity. The flag-
raising occurred between 8:30 
and 8:50 a.m.

No hard rain stops the Boy 
Scouts from raising Old Glory.

Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge
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Who we are
    The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization, (IRS 
#C4-4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print 
newsletter serves nearly 8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the 
Stockbridge school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our website 
and Facebook pages are pleased to serve more than 20,000 viewers each month 
with a growing list of more than 600 daily followers. Any proceeds beyond one 
year’s operating expenses will be donated to a charity of the Board’s choice.

Our Mission
    To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the local 
Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg community through the collection and 
dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.

Our Board of Directors:
Name        Roles and Responsibilities
Patrice Johnson, President     Editor-in-Chief
Molly Howlett, Vice President     Local Government & Nonprofit Liaison. School News
Judy Williams, Treasurer             Chief Financial Officer 
Bev Glynn, Secretary      Gregory & Unadilla News
Rose Collison     Photography
Roberta Ludtke                     Sales and Public Relations    
Diane Rockall                              Historian: “A Look Back in Time,” Obituaries 
Hope Salyer                     Technologist. Graphics Designer. Reporter.
Nancy Wisman                     Operations & Assistant Editor
Adjunct Directors
Mary Krummrey      Graphics Design 
Debbie Nogle                     Business Development
Connie Risner      Sales and Online
Rachel Sweet                              Community Calendar, Billing
Volunteers
Reporters: Heather Asquith, Lorrie Brooks, Bruce Wm. Brown, Bob Castle, Amy 
Haggerty, Cindy Lance, Tina Cole-Mullins, Don Porter and Abigail Walls. 

Contact Us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews
Website: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
Email: stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

    
    We are grateful for the encouragement and support of all who have 
 helped bring the Stockbridge Community News to light. While those who 
 have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, 
 the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Charter Sponsors for their 
 monetary donations. 
 Platinum                                                     $5,000 to $7,999
  SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*
 Gold                                                            $2,000 to $4,999  
 Silver                                                                       $1,000 to $1,999 
  Michigan Press Women*       Trinity Health*
  Roberta and Gary Ludtke*      Diane Rockall*
 Bronze                                                                      $500 to $999
  Abbott and Fillmore*       Adiska Family Dental*
  Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*      Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*
  Eleanor R. Cosgray*        Five Health Towns Foundation   
  Granger*        Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*                  
  Friend                                                        $100 to $499
  American Legion Post 510*      Andrea and William Stickney*
  Anonymous*        Audrey Price
  Bev and Dave Glynn*       Cameron and Debra Corts*     
  Chuck and Nancy Wisman*      Dale and Sue Kellenberger   
  Donna Erhart*        Don Hannewald Construction      
  Dorothy and Aaron Craft*       Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner*     
  Ed and Lori Zick        Farmer’s State Bank*      
  Glenn-Brooke Realty*       Harry and Mary Pregitzer
  Hickory Ridge Farms*       Janice and Thomas Lovachis*        
  Jeannine Wayman*       Jim and Patrice Johnson*       
  Joe and Delta Kelly       Joseph Kelly 
  John & Nancy Ocwieja          Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore        
  Judy and Bob Williams*       Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer       
  Linda and Clair Risner*       Linda Walker, Attorney at Law      
  Marilyn Potter        Minnie Lathrop   
  Molly and Rick Howlett*       Open Air Market of Stockbridge*      
  Roger Liebman*           Stockbridge Area Arts Council      
  Stockbridge Area Garden Club*       Stockbridge Community Education*    
  Stockbridge Lions Foundation*      Taylor Gary and Joan Allen        
  Todd and Carol Weddon        Vivian May*         
  Warren & Anita Scheppe       Wendy and Mitch Hause* 
        
  * Charter Sponsors    

Thank You sponsors

March 3 - Bridge to Wellness Challenge Kick-off
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - Chelsea’s Winter Farmers Market, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Washington St. Educational Center 
cafeteria
March 3, 20 - Gregory Community Church Clothes 
Closet, 10 a.m. to noon (March 3) and 6 to 8 p.m. (March 
20) at Gregory Community Church
March 3 - Comedy Night and Silent Auction, 6 to 10 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Legion Hall 
March 6 - Fiber Fun, Stockbridge CADL
March 7 - Coffee Chats, Wednesdays (thru May 30) 11 
a.m. to noon at Stockbridge CADL
March 10 - Free Food and Clothing Giveaway, 10 a.m. to 
noon at Stockbridge Church of Christ
March 10 - Open Air Market, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. indoors at 
the First Presbyterian Church 
CE Building
March 15 - Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition meeting, 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Old Middle School, Room 108

Community Calendar
March 15 - Family-to-family and peer-to-peer mental 
illness education programs, Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. for 12 
weeks at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
March 17 - Fifth Annual Soup Cook Off, noon to 2 p.m. 
at Millville UMC, 1932 N. M-52, Stockbridge.
March 17 - Youth 3 X 3 Basketball Tournament at the 
Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School in both gyms
March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day Party/Music & Dancing, 7 to 
9 p.m. at Back Street Bar and Family Restaurant
March 22 - Stockbridge Community Schools’ 
Kindergarten and Young 5’s Round Up, see ad for 
information
March 24 - Women’s Pampering Day in Chelsea, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at 1645 Commerce Park Drive
March 31 - Lunch with the Easter Bunny, 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Back Street Bar and Family Restaurant

Community Calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

A reflection on past choices from 
prisoner Donovan Buckner

Oaks Correctional Facility where Donovan Buckner is incarcerated.

    by Judy Williams
    Dear Readers,
    In the January edition, 
the Stockbridge Community 
News printed a letter sent 
to the editor from Donovan 
Buckner. This young man’s 
correspondence gave rise to 
questions as to how his life 
devolved to a lengthy prison 
sentence. When SCN asked, 
Buckner agreed to share 
aspects of his life with readers 

and to reflect on the choices he has made. This article is the first part of a three-part series about 
Buckner. Part one to appear here and in the March print edition. The April print edition will feature a 
day in the life of Buckner as a prisoner; May’s edition will discuss his hopes for the future.
    Buckner has granted permission to print his address (Donovan Buckner 981139, Oaks 
Correctional Facility, 1500 Caberfae Hwy, Manistee, MI 49660), and he has indicated a willingness 
to correspond with those who have questions. Prison regulations require all correspondence to be 
made in black ink, blue ink or a graphite pencil and to include contact information. Below are SCN’s 
questions and Buckner’s responses:
    Q: Tell us about your early life. Do you feel you had a good childhood, or were there 
problems in your early life?
    A: “I feel I had a very good childhood growing up. I was raised by my great-grandmother. There 
were minor problems. The occasional shortage of money, but I was never neglected. I have a 
wonderful family that has stood behind me through every struggle that I have endured. Honestly, I 
could not have asked for a better family! But, it was hard with my mother being in prison until I was 
5 and my dad in prison for 11½ years and not in my life until September of 2016. I missed out on the 
Mom/Dad family experience.”
    Q: Did you like school? Did you always feel the same way about school?
    A: “I did and didn’t like school. The fourth grade I had Mr. Cotter, I believe his name was, and in 
fifth grade I had Mr. Rehman. Those were my best years academically. Never did I feel the same 
way about school. School was a new experience every day while attending Stockbridge, thanks to 
Ms. Kay and other wonderful staff.”
    Q: What type of student were you?
    A: “To be honest I was more of the rebellious student. Never could I follow the rules. Thinking 
about it now, I always thought I was too good for school. I was and am smart, but I never applied 
myself. If I put as much effort into my work as I did [to] getting out of it, I would be a straight 4.0 
student.”
    Q: How would you describe your friends? Did they try to not get in trouble or were they 
troublemakers?
    A: “I had loyal friends. They were more like family to me than friends. All my friends were mixed, 
some got in trouble and others veered away from trouble. 
See Buckner on page 5. 
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Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation’s
15th Annual Festival of Tables
March 24, 2018 ~ 6:00 pm ~ Heritage School

Reservation and Guest List

Contact Person
INCLUDE:  NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE 

NUMBER ( EMAIL optional )

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
NAME OF TABLE

[A nameplate will be printed for the event.]

GUESTS /  EMAIL optional

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Lyn St. Dennis at 734-498-2662
Chuck Wisman at 517-851-8087
Bruce Brown at 517-480-4187
dn1610b@gmail.com

To make a reservation, enter the following information and 
return to Chuck Wisman by March 15. Alternatively, you 
may contact Chuck by phone.
Tables are designed to seat 8 guests comfortably, but groups 
may register a table with fewer than 8 guests or up to 10 
guests per table.
Check below to indicate how you plan to attend the festival:

Reserve a table for eight (you decorate) $280/$35 each.
Reserve a table for eight (centerpiece provided by 
festival committee) $320/$40 each.
Individual tickets are $40 each.

Send this form and payment to:
Chuck Wisman - Festival of Tables

16310 East M-106
Stockbridge, MI  49285

517-851-8087
*******

Please make checks payable to SAEF

Buckner from page 4
I wish I would have hung around with them [the 
ones that stayed out of trouble].”
    Q: How would you describe yourself as a 
child? Were you always getting into trouble 
from a young age or did trouble start later? If 
later, when?
    A: “To describe myself, I was always on the 
move and always in some mischief. For a funny 
story, ask my grandma about the time I decided to 
play in the roofing tar when I was young, “The Tar 
Baby.” At a young age I was always ready to fight. 
You could say I was a ‘wild child.’”
    Q: Do you feel that you were a leader or a 
follower when it came to trouble or did you get 
into trouble by yourself?
    A: “To be honest, I was a little bit of both when 
it came to getting into trouble. It all depended on 
what kind of trouble. A lot of the time I was the 
person telling them what to do.”
    Q: What type of trouble did you get into as a 
young kid?
    A: “What kind of trouble doesn’t a young kid not 
get into? With me, it varied [with] how I felt that 
day. Most of the time it was petty stuff, but as I 
grew up, it got more serious and brought [up] on 
charges.”
    Q: When did you start getting in trouble 
with the police and what type of trouble?
    A: “The age I started getting trouble with the 
police was around the age of 11 or 12 years old. 
Since then, it just has never stopped. You could 

say I was a career criminal. My first charges 
were larceny in a building I believe, but I was 
convicted of larceny under $200. It varied. I was 
all over the board.”
    Q: Have you ever been sent to a juvenile 
facility for trouble? If yes, what did you do 
and how long were you in the facility?
    A: “Multiple times! I’ve been sent to 
Washtenaw County Juvenile Detention and 
Genesee Valley Regional Center in Flint. I was 
sent once for violation of my probation and other 
times for fighting. It varied from one week to 
one year. I was also in Eagle Village in Hersey, 
Michigan, for one year.”
    Q: In your letter, you stated many people 
“may dislike me because of what I have 
done.” What did you do to end up in prison?
    A: “I hurt an innocent person whom I loved. 
I was living a crazy life with some crazy 
people! My charges are count 1, assault by 
strangulation, and count 2, assault with intent to 
do great bodily harm less than murder. This sent 
me to prison for a term of 4 to 10 years.
    Q: Do you have anything you want to add 
about the justice system (police, courts, jail, 
prison)?
    A: “Well that’s a very touchy subject with all 
that’s going on around the country. But yes, [in 
my opinion] the legal system is very racial and 
prejudiced against people because of race, sex, 
sexual preference, age and crime. Know your 
rights and always do research, even if you have 
a lawyer.”

Festival of Tables 
coming soon

Stockbridge Lionesses and Lions are awarded the trophy for 
the 2017 First Place Decorated Table. L-R: Gordie Kunzelman, 
Cathie Snider, Mike St. Dennis, Bill Stickney, Kathryn Snider, 
Nancy Ocweija, Norm Landis, Merelyn Snider, Kathleen Mullins

    By Bruce Wm. Brown
    A most grand celebration is scheduled for March 24 at Heritage 
School, and the community is invited. Saturday evening the 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation will host its 15th Annual 
Festival of Tables, a popular event whose proceeds are invested 
back into the community through scholarships and educational 
grants. 
    See Festival on page 7.
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    VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council Meeting February 5, 2018 at 7:00pm
     Meeting called to order by President Hollenbeck at 7:02 pm.
    Roll Call: PRESENT: President Robert Hollenbeck, Trustee Frederick Cattell, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee Richard Mullins, 
Trustee Molly Howlett, Trustee Carmelita ValdezWeaks, Trustee Christina DuWig ABSENT: Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk; Johnnie Torres, Police Chief; John Gormley, Village Attorney; Citizens were also present
    Pledge of Allegiance President Hollenbeck led the pledge of allegiance.
    Approval of Agenda MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the February 5, 2018 agenda as amended to add 
Outsourcing Building Department, Appointing Designee for Blight to new business; add Recommendation for Hire for Treasurer 
Position to unfinished business. 
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
    Approval of Minutes MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the minutes of January 4, 2018 as presented by 
Clerk Nogle.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes. 
    Public Comment Debbie Marshall discussed the sewer and water rates.
    FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Mullins SUPPORTED by Cattell, to approve the accounts payable as 
presented by Clerk Nogle in the amount of $29,292.87. AYES:, Cattell, Valdez-Weaks, DuWig, Mullins, Harden, Howlett, Hollenbeck 
NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED 
    NEW BUSINESS 2018-19 Village Budget Review Council reviewed the FY2018-19 Budget as presented. 2018-19 SDDA Budget 
Review
Council reviewed the recommended budget as presented by the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority. MOTION by Harden, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to authorize a suggestion to the SDDA for Revenue Sharing Agreement; 3-Step Reduction, FY 
2018-19 $10,000; FY 2019-20 $10,000; FY 2020-21 $5,000; 3 year agreement. Recycling Dumpster Council requested the Village 
President to go to the property owner and advise that the recycling dumpster is in violation of village ordinances and must comply. 
Outsourcing Village Building Department There are concerns regarding the handling of the Judy Cook Building. The President would 
like to examine outsourcing through a company for the village building department. Treasurer Recommendation
The Personnel Committee recommended to the Village President Noelani Sweet to Treasurer.  Village President will contact the 
applicant and conduct an interview.
     UNFINISHED BUSINESS Animal Blood Resource – Preliminary Site Plan MOTION by Harden SUPPORTED by Cattell, to 
approve the Preliminary Site Plan as presented by Animal Blood Resource with the suggestions as outlined by the Planning 
Commission recommendations. AYES:, Mullins, Harden, Howlett, Cattell, Valdez-Weaks, DuWig, Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT: 
none MOTION PASSED 457 MERS (Full and Part-time Employees Benefit) Clerk Nogle suggested that the village get an additional 
retirement program for part and full-time employees as there will be no cost to the village. Ordinance to Amend Chapter 34, Article 2, 
Water System and Article 3 Sewer System MOTION by Mullins SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; Ordinance 2018-02.05, an 
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 34, Article 2, Water System and Article 3, Sewer System; as amended, Vacant Lots without a tap are 
not required to pay the Ready to Serve(RTS). AYES:, Harden, Mullins, DuWig, Valdez-Weaks, Cattell, Howlett, Hollenbeck NAYS: 
None ABSENT: none MOTION PASSED Rates Resolution Water System and Sewer System MOTION by Mullins SUPPORTED by 
Harden, APPROVED; to amend the Water and Sewer Rates Resolution; make connections fees into the water and sewer system 
retroactive to January 1, 2018. AYES:, Mullins, Harden, Valdez-Weaks, DuWig, Cattell, Howlett, Hollenbeck  NAYS: None ABSENT: 
none MOTION PASSED Designate Fred Cattell to Blight Enforcement Hollenbeck designated Fred Cattell to Blight Enforcement 
Public Comment Council Member Comments Attorney Comments None
    ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Hollenbeck, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:26pm.  
 

Respectfully Connected
Debbie Nogle,

Clerk

News from Stockbridge Township
STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES  February 19, 2018

    Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to order on February 19, 
2018 at 7:33pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, 
Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee Terry Sommer, Trustee Ed Wetherell.  Member absent from meeting: None
    Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Boy Scout troop # 768 Waytt Coon, Jason Mergler, Alan Hill, Mason Chapo, Waytt Pierce, 
Jordan Ousley, Gavin Suter
    Moment of Silence: 7:35 pm
    Sommer motion to accept the agenda with the amendment of adding Solar Panels. Wetherell second All in Favor  Motion 
Carried
    Citizen’s Comments: Discussion
    Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Board meeting minutes from January 15, 2018 Wetherell second with the 
amend changes of Sommers changed to Sommer in the calling meeting to order. Also added  ; in the sentence Ingham county 
needs a new jail; it has been in operation for 53 years it has run at full capacity all of 2017 with 76 days being over crowded. Added 
the word be in the following sentence Sheriff Wrigglesworth will be back June or July 2018 meeting with another update. All in favor 
Motion Carried.
    Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Financial Report as printed Lauckner second. All in Favor Motion Carried.
    Old Business: Supervisor Lantis will speak to Mr. Cole at L and B Outlets to see if we can move the Recycling dumpster back 
off the road and put a fence around it on all four sides to be in compliance with Stockbridge Village Ordience that Dumpsters must 
be fenced and off the road. Lauckner motion to budget $1000.00 for Lantis to purchase supplies around the recycling Dumpster. 
Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried.
    New Business: Stockbridge Chamber of Commerce is requesting usage of the Township Square for The Day in The Village on 
June 15, 2018 and June 16, 2018. Also use of the Square for the festival of Lights November 24, 2018. Lauckner motion to accept 
Stockbridge Chamber of Commerce of the purpose for their events. Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried.
    Erin Clifton is asking for use of the Township Square and the closure of East Elizabeth to Center to M106 for the 5k Fun Run 
during the Day in the Village from roughly 6am to 9am. Lauckner motion to accept proposal for the 5k Fun Run Sommer second All 
in Favor Motion Carried.
Stockbridge Township will no longer be in charge of the Stockbridge Village Building Department. As of March 1, 2018 all 
Stockbridge Village building permits will have to be handled at the Stockbridge Village office.
    Sommer motion to accept Clyde Whitakers bid to do Derby Cemetery for $950.00 for the year 2018 Lauckner second All in 
Favor Motion Carried.
    Wetherell motion to accept Tru Green bid for the Stockbridge Township Square and Library in the amount of $1,016.76 Sommer 
second All in Favor Motion Carried.
Stockbridge Township Yard Care Lantis will talk with Stockbridge DPW about snow removal on the square. Grounds need to be 
repaired. Dirt needs to be packed down and grass seed put on it. Lantis will talk with Village about working together.
    Lauckner motion to accept approval of Easement as presented for the Old Middle School Rezoning Sommer second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.
    Lauckner motion to receive written appeals at the March Board of Review 2018 Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried.
Sommer motion to hold Budget Hearing on Wednesday March 21, 2018 at 7pm and Budget Meeting on Wednesday March 28, 
2018 at 7pm Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried.
    Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township Board bills in the amount of $ 24,487.13 Lauckner second All in Favor Motion 
Carried.
    Lantis discussed the Solar Farm that Cyprus Creek is looking to break ground on in June 2018. Cyrus Creek will be contacting 
Muraf to have a Planning Commission meeting Sometime in March 2018.
    Citizen Comments: Discussion 
    Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township Regular Board Meeting at 8:51pm on February 19, 2018 Sommer second All 
in Favor Motion Carried.

BM

Coming Home Winterfest 
warms the season

Senior 2018 Coming Home king Hunter Alvarado, escorted by Anna 
Baird. Photo credit Special appreciation to Brian Frazzini of Frazzini 
Photography for furnishing photos of the Coming Home Court.
    by Patrice Johnson
    What do basketball, scepters and lovely young ladies escorting 
handsome young kings have in common? If you guessed 
Stockbridge Coming Home, you nailed the answer. This year’s 
event, held Friday, Feb. 17, was aptly themed “We Are One” in 
recognition of the new and combined Junior/Senior High School 
facilities.
    See Winterfest on page 9

News from the Village of Stockbridge
Classified
Help wanted: Village of Stockbridge Part-time 
treasurer. Municipal experience preferred, 20 hrs. / 
week. $12-$15/hr. depending on qualifications. Email 
resume to: Debbie Nogle at clerk@vosmi.org.

Legal Advertisement
Village of Stockbridge
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 34, Article 2, Water 
System and Article 3 System
To view the full ordinance please visit:  www.vosmi.org

Mark your calendars
Spring Cleanup: Dumpster for residents of the Village 
of Stockbridge (only) will be available 
April 28-29, 2018.

Volunteers and Crafters NEEDED
To serve on committees and crafters for the Harvest 
Moon Festival to be held Friday and Saturday, 
September 14 -15, 2018. Email Debbie Nogle at 
clerk@vosmi.org or call 517-851-7435 for more 
information.



From the superintendent’s desk

    by Karl Heidrich
    Student and staff safety is a top priority for Stockbridge Community 
Schools. In order to keep up to date with best practices in this area, 
Stockbridge Community Schools has decided to begin the process of 
transitioning from our current shelter-in-place procedures to a more 
current and widely used ALICE procedure.

    ALICE training is a research-based, proactive approach to responding to an active shooter 
situation. It has been adopted by many businesses, schools, and organizations across the 
nation to prepare employees, staff, students, and personnel for how to respond to violent 
intruder situations. ALICE stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate.
    The transition will take time and professional development training with our staff. Our staff 
training will be completed over the course of spring this school year. All staff will complete an 
online module and onsite training. Administration is working with local officials and the ALICE 
organization on becoming an ALICE-certified organization for the 2018/2019 school year. For 
more information regarding ALICE, please visit the ALICE training institute website at www.
alicetraining.com.
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Did you know?
    by Molly Howlett
    Stockbridge-area residents are committed to 
fitness. Sue Lindemer and Linda Risner have 
been walking the Lakelands Trail every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday for 12 years. When the snow got too deep this 
winter, they trekked their 4 to 5 miles in snowshoes.
    When the snow got too deep on the Trail for Patrice Johnson and me, 
we headed to Waterloo Township Hall for the Fitness Over 55 workout. 
Sixteen people warmly welcomed us into the group, encouraging us to 
adapt the exercises to our ability. We felt so great afterward, we went 
back.
    The Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition was impressed to hear 
that the Bridge to Wellness Challenge has been wildly popular. The 
mastermind behind this new program, Harvey Morrell, is thrilled and 
working hard to ensure its success.
    The Lakelands Trail heading west from Clinton Street is not very 
user friendly right now. The MDNR has been preparing for future Trail 
improvements by clearing trees, branches and brush in a path 30 
feet wide and 14 feet high. Right now, however, the trail is completely 
impassable, and we hope the mess gets cleared up fast so we can use 
the trail again.
    Following up on the blight issue: The Village office is sending out 28 
registered letters to homeowners who are in violation of the ordinance 
against unlicensed vehicles. Fred Cattell stresses that the Village is more 
than willing to help these people.
    Molly Howlett, a founding director of Stockbridge Community News, serves on the Village Council, 

Township Planning Commission, 5 Healthy Towns, and Parks & Recreation boards. An active Lioness, 

she taught English and Spanish at Stockbridge High School for many years before retiring in 2004.

Sue Lindemer and Linda 
Risner snowshoe along the 
Trail. Photo credit 
Molly Howlett.

Fitness over 55 exercise class. 
Photo credit Molly Howlett.

School system to transition from 
shelter-in-place to ALICE procedures

Festival from page 5
    The event, which begins at 6 p.m., features a heated table decorating competition, a 
mouth-watering buffet, and two entertaining auctions.
    The Festival of Tables is the foundation’s sole fundraiser for the year. To ensure all 
runs smoothly and attendees have a great time, members have been meeting since last 
November to plan and organize. 
    Support from the community has been remarkable. Over the past 15 years, attendance 
at the event has been strong and consistent. In addition, community businesses and 
individuals have continued to generously donate attractive and interesting items for the 
live and silent auctions.
    The Stockbridge High School Jazz Band is slated to kick off the evening’s reception. 
While the band plays, attendees will enjoy a strolling buffet, visit with friends, and study 
elaborately decorated tables in preparation to vote for their favorites. The live auction 
features entertainment, dining, sports packages, vacation getaways, artwork, custom 
jewelry and more. A list of auction items will be available before the event on the 
foundation website, http://panthernet.net/district/saef/.
    This year’s main raffle prize is $500 cash with $200 cash for second prize and $100 
for third. Winners whose raffle tickets are drawn that night need not be present to win. 
Tickets are sold throughout the evening at the event and are also available in advance 
from foundation members and at all school offices.
    While donations for the auctions have been consistently generous, more auction items 
will make the Festival of Tables even more entertaining. To donate an auction item or 
provide a tax-deductible donation in support of the Foundation’s educational mission, 
please contact foundation president Jennifer M. Hammerberg, 517-596-3246. To make a 
table reservation at the 15th Festival of Tables, please contact Chuck Wisman, 
517-851-8087.

Healthy Nails Manicures &
Pedicures

SENIORS, VETERANS AND DISABLED WELCOME

Margaret Turner
734-498-3585 or 734-709-3827

Available at Hairworks II
Gregory, MI

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

    by Diane Rockall
    The next American Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 8 at the Stockbridge Presbyterian Church.  
    Donors will be accepted from 1 p.m. until 6:45 p.m. 
    Please call the Red Cross at 1-800-448-3543 to schedule an 
appointment and obtain a rapid pass to speed the donation process.

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive scheduled for March 8
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Rural 
perspectives
    Photos and column by Rose 
Collison
    Even though snow flakes are still 
drifting to earth, we keep spring in the 
backs of our minds, 30-some days in the 
future. Enjoy a few images of the soon-
to-pass cold season.

 A hawk scans for breakfast.

Heading to the woods.

 

Let your local 
independent 

agent shop for 
you, and find 
the coverage 

you need. 

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS 

Abbott & Fillmore 
Agency, Inc. 

517-851-7777 
www.InsuranceMichigan.com 

 

Because 

Everyone 

Deserves  a 

Beautiful 
Smile  

Our Stockbridge location: 
100 W. Main Street 

Phone: 517-851-8008 

Icicles hang from a building roof. Getting ready to let the hounds 
loose on a track. Cold weather and 
snow won’t stop these hunters from 
enjoying their winter sports.
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    Stockbridge Community Schools invites you 
to our Kindergarten and Young 5's Round up on 
March 22, 2018, at Smith Elementary. Please call 
the Smith Elementary office at 517-851-7735 to 
begin the registration process for your child.   
    Families interested in attending Stockbridge 
Community Schools through Schools of Choice 
may also contact Central Office at 517-851-7188 
for more information. 
    We look forward to seeing you there!

Stockbridge Kindergarten Round Up

Golf from page 1
    The Walshes purchased three parcels at a November auction hosted by Schrader Real Estate 
and Auction Company. The entire former golf club was divided by Schrader into five parcels. The 
Walsh property contains the farmhouse, clubhouse and “swing tract” adjoining it that totaled around 
six acres. 
    Laura Walsh said they will be making “some updates and renovations” to the 1890s farmhouse 
on the property and will likely use it as a guesthouse. “But probably not in 2018,” she added. 
    Of the remainder of the property, Walsh indicated, “One of the outbuildings will become my 
studio for working with our sheep’s wool; another is a sizable workshop for equipment storage and 
maintenance, which will allow us a lot of flexibility for expanding our current farm plans.”
    The sheep-farming couple hopes the property will provide value to both their farm and the 
Stockbridge community as a potential “agri-tourism” destination in future years. “But there is a lot to 
do before that is even on our radar,” Laura Walsh said. 
    The remaining parcels of Willow Creek, which included the lion’s share of the golf course, were 
also awarded at auction to Jim Eccleton, of Jackson. Eccleton is the son of Marilyn Eccleton, the 
owner and operator of Willow Creek Golf Club for many years before selling the property to an 
investor. 
    Despite speculation in the local community that the property may continue to operate as a golf 
course, Jim Eccleton indicated he was unable to confirm specific plans at this time, and he hopes to 
work cooperatively with the Walshes’ plans. 

Yearbook from page 1
    Your staff has photographed so many activities and 
events–all with a careful eye to capture candid action and 
to describe/give additional storytelling information in the 
captions.”
     Participating media outlets may receive a Bronze, 
Silver, Gold or Spartan Award based on how well they meet  
MIPA’s student media standards. Student media free of 
prior review may receive their award “with Distinction.”
    The team also earned the All-American rating from the 
National Scholastic Press Association and a Gold Medalist 
rating from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association for 
the 2017 NOW yearbook.
     The 2018 yearbook is under production and can be 
ordered through the end of February at jostensyearbooks.

HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED
Phone: 517-851-7500 | Fax: 517-851-7917

17154 M-106, Stockbridge
Hours

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5
Saturday 9-3

Closed Tue & Thur
Gary  517-861-6029 | Ben  517-861-6027 | Sam  517-861-9203

    The event began with a Coming Home pep assembly at the SJSHS. Then at 6 p.m. the Girls Varsity basketball team tipped off the evening, scoring a win against 
Maple Valley 39-23. During halftime, the Coming Home King 2018 was announced and senior king Hunter Alvarado, escorted by Anna Baird, was awarded a crown and 
scepter.   

Winterfest from page 6

Senior king Jake Sutton, 
escorted by Kelly Cool. 
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Senior king Martin 
Hoeksema, escorted by 
Audrey Bradley.  Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Junior king PJ Loso, 
escorted by Katelyn Kneiper.
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Senior king Colin Lilley, 
escorted by Jade Headland.
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Sophomore king Andrew 
Carriero escorted by Shaddai 
Demerath-Shanti. Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Junior king Eddie Koch 
escorted by Rachel Frazzini.
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Senior king Zane Turner, 
escorted by Morgan Sipes.
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Senior king Taylor Spadafore, 
escorted by Madison Howard. 
Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Senior king Kyle Lilley, 
escorted by Madison Gee-
Montgomery. Photo credit 
Frazzini Photography

Freshman king Spencer 
McLennan, escorted 
by Molly Nichols. Photo 
credit 
Frazzini Photography
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Seeking Fallen Vet Information for Memorial Day Remembrance
The Stockbridge Community News 
wishes to honor deceased veterans 
by publishing information about 
them. Please complete and return 
this form with information about 
your deceased military family and 
friends before April 10.

Email to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail a printed copy to Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Contact name / Person submitting form:

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Fallen service member’s full name:

Date of birth:                   Date of death:

U.S. conflict and theater (if applicable):

Describe role in military and honors if any:

Student of the month 
Chloe Miner: ‘2017 Young Eagle of the Year’ 
and robotics team member

Feb. 5, the Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 55 of Mason 
announced Miner’s selection as one of two “2017 Young Eagle of the Year” 
recipients. Pictured (L-R): Co-winner Cal Hayslette; Margie Clark, Chapter 
55 Young Eagles coordinator; Chloe Miner; and Drew Seguin, Chapter 55 
president. Photo credit EAA, Chapter 55.

    by Patrice Johnson
    To describe 16-year-
old Chloe Miner as 
having “keen interest 
in all things aviation” is 
an understatement, a 
big one. Those words 
of Robert Richards, 
Miner’s characteristically 
understated robotics and 
business teacher, gain even 
more depth in view of a 
recent day in her life.
    Feb. 5, this quiet, high 
school junior arrived in New 
Orleans to help present 
findings from her robotics 
team’s project last summer. 
The 5-foot-6-inch Miner had 
participated in her team’s 
successful search for 
missing aircraft flown by the 
Tuskegee Airmen during 
training missions in World 
War II.
    Also on Feb. 5, Mason’s 

Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 55, announced that Miner was one of two people to 
receive the “2017 Young Eagle of the Year” award.
    The announcement from EAA Chapter 55 stated, “Miner and McAllister (Cal) Hayslette, of 
Lansing, were chosen based on their enthusiasm and interest in aviation.” Each was presented with 
a commemorative certificate, a complimentary membership in Chapter 55 and other gifts.
    “Chloe Miner, of Stockbridge,” the announcement read, “discovered a love for aviation that led her 
to attend the Wilson Talent Center’s Aviation Academy (formerly Capital Area Career Center). She 
is also a member of the Civil Air Patrol-Jackson Squadron where she has earned the rank of airman 
first class. Chloe intends to pursue a career as a commercial pilot.”
    When asked what gave rise to this passion for flight, the smiling and athletic-built Miner recalled 
that a school career day had prompted her to start thinking about her future. “Ever since American 
Airlines came to my school in fifth grade,” she said, “I knew I wanted to be a pilot. Out of all the 
different career paths, aviation has always sparked an interest for me.”
    Miner was fortunate to find a mentor and wasted no time in pursuing her dream. “I met Deanna 
McAlister,” she said, in reference to the woman mechanic and co-owner of Stockbridge Auto Care. 
Deanna McAlister and husband Don McAlister are pilots and airframe and power plant mechanics, 
Miner explained, and both are part of the EAA Chapter 55 program in Mason. “I knew I had to join 
as well.”
    Determined to become as involved as possible, Miner “volunteered to help with anything I could 
during fly-ins,” she said. “I was introduced to many pilots and heard their stories about how they 
became pilots and part of Chapter 55.” 
    Miner holds more than a passing interest in robotics. In fact, she is a member of the MIT-award-
winning InvenTeam. Richards claims Miner’s fervor for flight makes her “a perfect fit for our team.” 
Not only did her interest motivate her to spearhead the robotics team’s research into the missing 
aircraft of the Tuskegee Airmen, Richards credits it for propelling her to “lead the effort to design and 
create the team’s aircraft recognition books, which were used to identify wreckage at the bottom 
of Lake Huron.” In addition, Richards said, “Chloe assisted with the digitization of several aircraft 
identification books for the BentProp Project.”
    As part of the nationwide BentProp Project, SHS robotics teams have traveled to Pacific-island 

Palau and helped locate downed planes and American pilots lost 
during World War II.
    On top of to her involvement in EAA Chapter 55, SHS 
robotics, and Civil Air Patrol, Miner volunteers weekly in the local 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) program. She plays on the 
Varsity bowling team. She is a member of the National Honor 
Society and the National Technical Honor Society.
    It comes as no surprise that Airman 1st Class Miner is actively 
working toward her pilot’s license.
    Whether soaring into the blue yonder or navigating a ROV 
along the other-worldly floor of the Great Lakes, the sky appears 
the limit for this energetic youth with a can-do attitude.

Stockbridge native son, attorney 
Tim Howlett, receives 2018 
Distinguished Service Award

    by Patrice Johnson
    Attorney Timothy H. 
Howlett, son of Mayrene 
and Richard Howlett, 
received the 2018 
Distinguished Service 
Award during the State Bar 
of Michigan’s Labor and 
Employment Law Section 
Mid-Winter Meeting on Feb. 
9.
    “When I looked at the list 
of past recipients and their 
accomplishments,” Howlett 
said, “I was humbled to 
receive the award.”
    The Distinguished 
Service Award is awarded 
to an individual lawyer 
who has made major 

Attorney Timothy H. Howlett, son of 
Richard and Mayrene Howlett, re-
ceived the 2018 Distinguished Service 
Award during the State Bar of Mich-
igan’s Labor and Employment Law 
Section Mid-Winter Meeting on Feb. 
9. Photo credit: Law office of Dickinson 
Wright
contributions to the practice of labor and employment law, reflects 
the highest ethical principles, has advanced the development of 
labor and employment law, has a long-established commitment to 
excellence, and is recognized and respected by all constituents in 
the labor and employment community.
    The 1966 graduate of Stockbridge Community Schools recalled 
special memories of playing football and basketball with his 
teammates. “I am also grateful for all the people who contributed 
to my development as a person and a lawyer starting with home 
and growing up in Stockbridge,” Howlett said. “Much of my law 
practice is adversarial, and growing up in Stockbridge, I learned 
to get along with people, which has helped me throughout my 
career.”
    Attorney Howlett is a member in Dickinson Wright’s Detroit 
office and is the firm’s labor and employment practice leader. He 
focuses his practice on labor and employment counseling and 
labor and employment litigation.
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The great indoors. We didn’t check 
the forecast for cold weather. Or bring 
out the coloring books and crayons. 
But we did provide the heat so this 
family could enjoy the day together. 
When the energy you invest in life 
meets the energy we fuel it with, indoor 
fun happens.

SHS Staff Spotlight: Jennifer 
Leuneberg preps students to troop 
into the world

    by Amy Haggerty
    Stockbridge High School teacher Jennifer 
Leuneberg often looks beyond the walls of 
her classroom to bring lessons to life for her 
students.
    Now in her 13th year at the school, 
Leuneberg teaches the required Government 
and Economics class for sophomores and 
the electives of Psychology, Law and Speech 
and Debate for all high school students. In her 
classes, her goal is to bring out the best in her 
students, yet challenging them while making 
learning fun.
    To do this, she reaches out to people in the 
community. Guest speakers such as judges, 
prosecutors and probation officers have 
become an integral part of her classroom. 

Leuneberg also brought in Teen Court, in which former students from the area had their trials in front 
of Stockbridge students. This year, representatives from Families Against Narcotics came to school 
to speak with students about the dangers of opioid use.
    Under Leuneberg’s guidance, learning also takes place outside the classroom. Field trips to the 
Ingham County Jail and Courthouse reinforce lessons about government and law. A visit to the 
Gerald Ford Museum on the campus of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor provides firsthand 

information about history and government.
    “What I love about teaching in Stockbridge is the collaboration 
among the staff, the support from administration, and the 
kindness of the students,” Leuneberg said. “I’m able to see 
students for 90 minutes every day, which allows me to form 
relationships with each one.”
    A native of the Bay City-Gladwin, Mich., area, Leuneberg loves 
the small-town environment of Stockbridge. She married her high 
school sweetheart, A.J., in August 2003, and they have two boys, 
Alvin, 10; and Adam, 7. The family lives in Howell, Mich.
    She has a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor, and her Master of Arts from Eastern Michigan 
University in Ypsilanti, Mich. But Leuneberg didn’t start out as a 
teacher. She worked for two different companies before going 
back to school to gain her teaching degree.  She chose to teach 
social studies because it was the subject matter that she loved.
    Stockbridge High School students are fortunate that she 
changed her career.
    In Leuneberg’s classroom, students are exposed to subjects 
that are important to them. As an example, one former student 
became interested in promoting the importance of farming 
within the community and is currently crafting the farm bill in 
Washington, D.C.
    Perhaps the high school principal Jeff Trapp best sums up the 
smiling brunette’s contributions. “We are extremely lucky to have 
a teacher like Mrs. Leuneberg in our high school,” he said. “She 
gives our students wonderful experiences to prepare them for 
personal decisions that they will face as adults.”
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*Amazon Prime offer requires a two-year agreement and maximum $120 Frontier early termination fee on new Internet and new Voice services.  You must redeem your promo code and agree to the 
Amazon Prime Terms & Conditions to qualify for Prime membership. Your Amazon Prime membership automatically renews for the membership fee in effect at the time of renewal plus applicable taxes. 
You may cancel at any time by visiting Your Account and adjusting your membership settings. Valid credit card required at time of registration if Amazon does not have one on fi le. Promo code cannot be 
transferred or resold. For more information about Amazon Prime, visit amazon.com/prime.
Limited-time offer for new Internet and new Voice customers. Must subscribe to a new qualifying residential phone and new High-Speed Internet with maximum speed range of 6 Mbps to 12 Mbps 
download. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers on the same services. Service speed is not guaranteed and will depend on many factors. Maximum service speed is not available to all 
locations and service may not be available at certain speeds at your location. Your ability to stream may be limited by speeds available in your area. Service subject to availability. If customer cancels one of 
the required bundled services during promotion, all promotional rates are void and early termination fee(s) apply. Internet router fee waived during 24-month promotional period. Equipment 
delivery/handling fee applies. A $9.99 broadband processing fee upon disconnection of service applies. $75 installation fee waived on new Double Play bundles. Standard charges apply for jack 
installation, wiring and other additional services. After 24-month promotional period, promotional discount will end and the then-current everyday monthly price will apply to all services and equipment. 
Taxes, governmental and other Frontier-imposed surcharges apply. Other restrictions apply. Frontier reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time.© 2018 Frontier Communications Corporation.

Do more with faster Internet speeds
with a 99.9% network reliability that satellite doesn't match.

O U R  B E S T  O F F E R  E V E R

$25 Frontier®  
High-Speed  
Internet Ultra 

per month with qualifying Voice service and 2-yr. agmt on new Internet 
and new Voice services. Includes max speeds as fast as 12 Mbps.

1 year of Amazon Prime 
on us!**

FREE Installation

2-Year Price Guarantee

 
FREE Wi-Fi Router for 2 years

Call 1.844.673.6343 or visit 
frontier.com/ConnectMe today!

Quilts and communities share a 
common thread

A good community is like a 
good quilt, or so the saying 
goes. Every piece is critical to 
building a functional, durable 
and beautiful whole. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

    by Amy Heydlauff
    A good community is like a good quilt, or so the saying 
goes. Every piece is critical to building a functional, durable 
and beautiful whole. While quilting may be considered a 
quaint, rather cozy endeavor, communities may learn a great 
deal from quilters.
    For one thing, a quality quilt is well designed. Quilters 
borrow from the sciences of geometry, engineering and 
graphic arts to create some of the strongest, most functional 
blankets known. The more careful the upfront planning, 
the better the final product. The same may be said of a 
well-designed community project or program: Challenging, 
upfront work pays off.
    Also important are the right materials. Expert quilters 
select the best (not necessarily the most expensive) fabric, 
batting, thread, scissors, and cutting surfaces. The same 
holds true for a well-constructed community project or 

program. Quality materials contribute to better outcomes.
    Successful quilters strive for seven stitches or more per inch. They seek to align quilt 
pieces and corners with exactness and are open to learning new skills. Just as the strength 
and longevity of quilts depend on numerous factors, so too a community project or program 
depends on the numerous skills of those planning and implementing—and on their 
willingness to expand those skills.
    Perhaps the most obvious and important lesson to be gleaned from 
quilting lies in the interaction of the fabrics and stitching. A blanket made 
of only one fabric or lacking the miles of requisite thread for piecing is 
likely to suffer a significantly shorter life span. Plus, no matter how lovely a 
single fabric, its beauty is unlikely to match that of an intricately interwoven 
quilt. This is also true when we bring organizations and people together to 
design and implement projects and community programs. Efforts by any 
one participant to overshadow the whole may not produce a good program, 
and the beauty and charm can be lost. Selfless interactions lead to the best 
outcomes.
    While the Wellness Coalitions (one in each town) and the 5 Healthy 
Towns’ board of directors were hardly considering quilts when they started, 
the strength and beauty of their work is apparent in the positive outcomes 
produced from bringing people together.
    Observe the increase in youth and senior programming, walk on a path, 
play on a playground, attend a nutrition class, join a wellness center, rifle 
down a sledding hill, join a community read, watch children walking to school 
(or walk with them), read about school gardens and the local farm produce 
used in our schools, buy veggies at a farmer’s market, come to the farm to 
table dinner, observe a special needs child learning to ride a bike, run or 
bike in a local race, attend a community forum, support SRSLY, be a SRSLY 
safe home, participate in a community health initiative, donate to project safe 
graduation, read Connected, thank a coalition/5HF staff/board member…and 
you, too, are contributing to the strength and beauty of the wellness work in 
your community.
    Amy Heydlauff is CEO of the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation.

Happy

101 

st

Birthday
Marion Clark

    On February 28th, Marion Clark celebrated her 

101st birthday with her family. Jack and Marion have 5 

children, 6 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren. 

    Happy Birthday Mom and Grandma. We love you!

Marion Clark 
celebrates 101st 
birthday
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When it comes 
to threats of 
school violence, 
your true 
intention does 
not matter

    by Chief Johnnie Torres Jr.    
    Most readers are undoubtedly aware of a recent incident 
in which a threat of violence at Stockbridge High School was 
reported. Sadly, violence in schools is occurring all too often across 
our nation. The good news is that it rarely happens in Stockbridge. 
But when it does, it creates great fear in the community, and with 
good reason. Few things strike the collective nerve of a community 
like violence against our children.
    Since I’ve been employed here, I have had to investigate a 
few of these complaints, and when the accused was identified 
and questioned about the threats made, all of the students said 
the same thing…. “I didn’t mean it.”  ”I wasn’t really going to 
do anything.”  Whether a person meant it or not doesn’t matter 
according to the way the law reads:
    THE MICHIGAN PENAL CODE (750.543M) states:
        Making terrorist threat or false report of terrorism; intent 
        or capability as defense prohibited; violation as 
        felony; penalty.
        (1) A person is guilty of making a terrorist threat or of making 
        a false report of terrorism if the person does either of the 
        following:
            (a) Threatens to commit an act of terrorism and 
            communicates the threat to any other person.
            (b) Knowingly makes a false report of an act of terrorism 
            and communicates the false report to any other person, 
            knowing the report is false.
        (2) It is not a defense to a prosecution under this section that 
        the defendant did not have the INTENT or capability of 
        committing the act of terrorism.
        (3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony   
        punishable by imprisonment for not more than 20 years or a 
        fine of not more than $20,000.00, or both.
    Whether a person truly intended to do harm or not does not 
matter!
    Simply communicating the threat is a 20-year felony crime. 
When this crime is committed there will be serious consequences 
for the person, the least of which is expulsion from school. More 
than likely, there will be time spent in a juvenile detention center 
with lengthy counseling, probation, and other impositions ordered 
by the court.
    Students, if you do this sort of thing, expect to suffer long-lasting, 
negative effects on your lives.
    Being a student can be challenging, but this should be the time 
of your life.
    For those students, parents, or community members who hear 
of someone making threats or even thinking of making a threat of 
violence in our schools (or anywhere for that matter) please do not 
stand silent. Don’t mind your own business because the safety of 
our community is not just the responsibility of law enforcement: It is 
everyone’s responsibility. Call the police department or the school. 
Use systems already set up to make a complaint such as OK2SAY. 
You do not have to leave your name if you do not want to, but 
please, I implore you, do not be silent.
    Be vigilant! Be safe!
    Chief Torres, a native of Flint, began his career as a reserve police officer before joining 
the City of Lansing Police where he served for more than 14 years. He joined the Stockbridge 
Police Department in 2009 and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Michigan-Flint and is married with two adult children.

SHS student essay takes first place 
in local ‘This I Believe’ contest

Pictured above: Andrew Carriero. “I’ve heard the 
same expression throughout my short existence: 
everything passes. But that’s not the case with 
anxiety, let alone any mental disorder. It’s not 
something you can just get over and move on 
from. It’s something you have to live with every 
day. Something you have to gain from and work 
against every breath you make, from the moment 
you wake up, to the moment you fall asleep. It’s 
something that follows you like a shadow even 
on your brightest days. It’s something that makes 
you feel like the world is ending and sucks any 
life you felt on your darkest hour.” Photo credit 
Madison Gee Montgomery

    by Patrice Johnson
    Writing about emotional issues jabs at the heart. 
Perhaps that explains why authors so often write 
in third person: It’s more comfortable to examine 
the struggles of other poor souls. Not so with 
15-year-old Andrew Carriero. On Jan. 29 the SHS 
sophomore received notice that his “I Believe in 
Conquering Fear” essay was awarded first prize 
in the Friends of the Library’s “This I Believe” 
competition.
    Head on, up close and personal, Carriero’s 
four-page essay explores the dark cloud of anxiety. 
Its first-person point of view adds punch to a 
hard-hitting essay and stands tall in bare-chested 
courage. “I Believe in Conquering Fear” calls youth 
who suffer from mental affliction to take action. It 
serves as a healthy reminder that young people 
contend with challenges as real and deep and 
lasting as those of adults.
    Carriero said he felt compelled to write about 
anxiety because, “living in a rural area, I hoped 
my message could help if not a lot, at least a small 
class with similar teenagers.”
    For the past several years, Stockbridge High 
School and the Stockbridge Friends of the Library 
have collaborated to offer the essay-writing contest 
in order to engage SHS students in an exploration 
of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held 
twice a year, it is based on NPR’s four-year-running 
and now defunct “This I Believe” program.
    According to Alaina Feliks, Carriero’s English 10 
teacher, students wrote essays and delivered them 

as speeches to class. “There is no theme,” she explained. “They just follow the model of the national 
‘This I Believe’ contest.”
    Essays are identified solely with numbers, so their authors remain anonymous to a Friends of the 
Library panel that reads the essays and recommends winners. The Friends contribute $25 to first 
place, $15 to second place and $10 to third place. Of this semester’s 14 entries, Senaida Gonzalez 
took home second place, and Patrick Cox third place. Winners are typically photographed and their 
images displayed in the library.
    Feliks, who has worked on the project with the Friends since 2014, said, “It has become quite a 
tradition.” She credited Elizabeth Cyr, SHS’s nationally acclaimed journalism and yearbook teacher, 
for initiating the program with the Friends of the Library, and also the Red Sky Café, a predecessor 
to Cravingz Café, for originating the local activity.
    On page 18, the Stockbridge Community News is pleased to publish, unabridged, Andrew 
Carriero’s “I Believe in Conquering Fear.”
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Kael Bunce advances to 
MHSAA wrestling 
regional tournament

    Photo and information from Forrest Bunce
    Three grapplers took on the MHSAA District 
Tournament Feb. 7. The Panther lineup included 
sophomore Kael Bunce at 125 pounds, sophomore 
Cody Freiermuth at 135 pounds, and senior Jake 
Sutton at 145 pounds. 
    Sutton ended the day just shy of qualifying for 
the regional tournament after recording a pin in 51 
seconds over Isaac Devore. Sutton ended the season 
with an 11-16 record. 
    Cody Freiermuth entered his first tournament where 
he lost a tight first-round match with Onsted’s Caleb 
Permoda. Freiermuth will be a key returner and have a 
significant impact on the team next season. 
    Kael Bunce was able to punch his ticket to the 
regional tournament after winning a loaded 125 pound 
bracket. Bunce entered the tournament ranked 10th 
in the state with a 20-0 record for the season. He was 
able to top th 4th, 5th and 6th state-ranked opponents 
to walk home with a district title and improve his record 
to 23-0. Bunce took out 6th-ranked Daniel Jaworski, of 
Dundee, Mich., 12-1 in the championship match.
     Bunce moved onto the Regional Tournament at 
Williamston High School. The competition started at 9 
a.m Feb. 17th. 

Stockbridge and Lansing Christian 
unite for #PerryStrong prayer

Stockbridge and Lansing Christian united to pray for Kacie Crawford, the Perry varsity girls basketball 
player who lost her life in the Interstate 69 crash. Players wore “Red” shoelaces, hair crunches and 
bows to show their support for #PerryStrong. Photo credit Jeremy Killinger

Stockbridge boys varsity basketball 
beats Maple Valley 56-51

Hunter Winnie takes an assist from Chris 
Jenkins for a slam-dunk during the Maple 
Valley game. Photo credit Andrea Winnie

Kyle Lilley for the steal. Photo credit 
Andrea Winnie
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Stockbridge comes up 
short to Olivet 42-47

    Photo and information from Darren Hejnal

    Stockbridge traveled to Olivet on Tuesday night, 

Feb. 13, with first place in the conference on the line 

and were defeated 47-42. The Panthers fell behind 8-0 

to start the game and never led at any point. 

    They were able to claw their way back into the 

game, at times cutting the lead to 2 on multiple 

occasions. However, poor shooting from the free-throw 

line (10-32) proved to be their undoing. 

    Madi Mazuca led the offense with 14 points, 12 

of which came in the fourth quarter. Sylvia Whitt 

added 7, while Tyler Showerman and Kaylee Dalton 

each chipped in with 5. Hailey Fraser-Gutting, 

Jordan Myers, Molly Nichols, and Paige Wooden all 

contributed points as well. The loss drops their record 

to 13-5 and 8-2 in the GLAC.

Stockbridge Skills and Scrimmage 
K-2 basketball comes to an end

    The Stockbridge Skills and Scrimmage K-2 students wrapped the clinic 

by playing a game during the halftime break of the Stockbridge High School 

basketball games. 

    Special thanks to the varsity girls basketball team for developing future 

basketball stars.
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High-speed satellite Internet
is available in your neighborhood!

FASTER SPEEDS
All plans come with the same 
fast speeds — 25 Mbps*

MORE DATA
A range of service plans with 
data amounts from 10 GB to
50 GB per month

BUILT-IN WI-FI
Lets you connect all your 
wireless devices at home

*Actual speeds may vary and are not guaranteed.
**Free standard installation valid on Lease option only. Not valid with the Purchase option. Limited-time offer.
Minimum term required. Monthly service and early termination fees apply. Visit legal.HughesNet.com for details.
©2017 Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.

Add HughesNet Voice
Save up to 45% over traditional
landline phone services.

FREE Standard
Installation**
Limited-time Offer!

A U T H O R I Z E D  R E T A I L E R

HughesNet®

Gen5 is here!

America’s #1 choice for 
satellite Internet!

SPECIALTY SATELLITE  
CALL NOW 517-851-9100 
or visit www.SpecialtySatellite.com 
100 S. Clinton St, Stockbridge, MI 49285 

Locally sold and installed 

Specialty Satellite  
Proudly serving the 
community for 30 YEARS 
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Save up to
$12,000 off MSRP

of any 2018 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500.

* See sales associate 
for details.

S T R E N G T H 
 YOU CAN 

DEPEND ON.

www.chelseachevy.com | 734-475-8663 | 2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea

Double your tire rebate 
when you use your GM 

or BuyPower Card.
* See service advisor for details.

Up to $100
mail in rebate on the
purchase of a set of 

four tires.
* See service advisor for details, 

some exclusions apply.

Mention this ad for
$25 OFF

any four wheel alignment.
* Most makes and models, 
some exclusions. Not valid 
with any other offers. See 

 service advisor for details.
Mention this ad for

$10 OFF
any oil change service.
* Most makes and models, 
some exclusions. Not valid 
with any other offers. See 

 service advisor for details.

I Believe in Conquering Fear from page 13
    By Andrew Carriero
    I’ve heard the same expression throughout my short existence: everything passes. But that’s not 
the case with anxiety, let alone any mental disorder. It’s not something you can just get over and 
move on from. It’s something you have to live with every day. Something you have to gain from and 
work against every breath you make, from the moment you wake up, to the moment you fall asleep. 
It’s something that follows you like a shadow even on your brightest days. It’s something that makes 
you feel like the world is ending and sucks any life you felt on your darkest.
    In my case I suffer from generalized anxiety. I can’t tell you when I first experienced it. In fact, I’ve 
probably had it my entire life. I can tell you, however, that it hit the most when I was in the seventh 
grade. I started to feel an almost supernatural squeeze in my chest, and feeling like everything I 
enjoyed had no meaning. It felt awful; I was terrified. I thought I was alone with this. I didn’t tell my 
parents because I thought that it’d pass. After awhile it started to grow throughout me exponentially. 
I was scared to go in public, I bit all of my nails down to when they’d bleed, I’d have what I’d later 
find out to be anxious dreams (which are basically dreams that are more or less disturbing than 
nightmares), whenever I heard a laugh I’d instantly assume it was about me, I had existential 
thoughts (thinking the world and everything apart of it is fake), I even looked at myself crying in the 
mirror and told myself I was crazy.
    It got to the point where it felt like I lost control over everything. It got to the point where I felt like 
I was completely, and utterly separated from my body. I tried to reach out. I really did. I opened up 
to some friends, they tried to convince me to get help, but I didn’t listen. I still thought I could handle 
this on my own. I’d spend nights crying, helpless. I’d spend hours, days even, thinking about every 
little detail that happened last week, or even last year. I spent hours attacking myself over grades, 
thinking about how I’d probably end up on the streets for missing one point on a test, and to be 
honest I still do. I’m still working on that one.
    Over time I eventually tried to find my triggers and looked up countless things that would stop 
this gut wrenching feeling. I got pretty good at it, as a matter of fact. From finding songs that had a 
particular mood, to hearing a story about someone’s failures, I learned to avoid it. I learned to be 
scared of it. I let it control me. I found breathing methods for when I felt it. When those didn’t work I 
was so desperate I even tried hypnosis. But in the end it would always sneak up on me and attack. 
It was dangerously ruthless. It wasn’t scared to take my strings and cut them till I was hanging by a 
thread. At times I really would have rather died. I was isolated. I put myself in this place, all because 
I was scared to reach out.
    After two years (yes, two years) of this control over my life I finally reached out and told my 

mom I wasn’t alright and that I needed to get some help. I was 
terrified at first. In fact, I’m still terrified of change. In two weeks, 
my mom checked me into a therapist a short distance away. I 
didn’t like talking about myself, and I was scared I was going 
to be judged. But it turned out to be the best decision I’ve ever 
made for my life. I’m now on anti-anxiety medication, which I was 
absolutely horrified that I was going to be controlled even more 
by something else so small, but it’s turned out to be quite the 
opposite.
    Now I can go through the school halls with confidence, I 
haven’t bitten my nails for almost a year now, I have anxious 
dreams occasionally, but they just keep me on my toes. I hear 
laughs and no longer care so much. I look at myself as an art 
form, painting life like a canvas every day now. I’ve gained more 
control than I had ever imagined. I know myself and I know what I 
want to do in life. I now only think of the present and how amazing 
the future will be. If I had continued to be so scared, I don’t want 
to know what would have happened.
    If you suffer or feel like you may suffer from something such 
as anxiety, depression, thoughts, etc. My advice is this: get help, 
reach out if you can, tell someone, talk. Never, ever hold it in. I 
learned that the hard way. It’s scary, thinking about getting help, 
but trust me. It’s worth it. If I regret anything most, if I could turn 
time back, I would tell myself what I’m telling you now. I wouldn’t 
have waited two years feeling that constant invisible pain. If you 
can’t get help locally, there are so many alternatives to finding 
help. Especially with the online world we live in today. Don’t give 
up.
    This parasite does not define you. It may feel like it’s controlling 
you at times, but it never really does. It’s how you approach it. 
So, no, problems don’t just go away. They’ll pass, but only if you 
continue to work and fight against it. You have to continue to work 
and fight against it. You have to conquer it. You have to conquer 
your fear.
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 120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455 

Bridges ~ Crowns ~ Implants 
Dentures ~ Root Canals 
Gum Disease Treatment 

Extractions 

"Where kindness & 
excellence meet" 

DEATH NOTICES 
    Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. There is no charge for this public 
service. Full obituaries are also available for a fee.
 · Madoline V. Hannewald - died Jan. 26, 2018 - services Feb. 10, 2018 
 · Amicus Michael Morris Fear - died Jan. 28, 2018 - services Feb. 5, 2018
 · Warren Krueger - died Feb. 7, 2018 - services Feb. 12, 2018 - burial Feb. 13, 2018
 · Michael J. Garbula - died Feb. 8, 2018 - no funeral or visitation arrangements available
 · Mona C. Moeckel - died Feb. 15, 2018 - services Feb. 19, 2018 - burial Stockbridge 

Obituary and Death Notices
    Elwood “Glenn” McGlothen 
It is with great sadness that the 
family of Elwood “Glenn” McGlothen 
announces his passing after a brief 
illness on February 9, 2018 at the 
age of 65. 
    Glenn will be lovingly 
remembered by his wife, Christy, of 
47 years, his son, Joe McGlothen 
(Ali Morris), granddaughter Kristina 
McGlothen, his daughter Becky 
McGlothen (Jerred McKessy) and 
grandsons Tobey and Dax McKessy. 
    Glenn was met in heaven by his 
mother Rebecca, his father Elwood, 
his grandson Corey, and his beloved 

Photo credit Family of Glenn McGlothen.

Ten ways to use your tax refund to 
help others

Rita Gabrys of Elder Ridge 
Manor. Order one or two floral 
arrangements for a common space 
adult care facility. You’ll brighten 
someone’s day. Photo credit 
Cassidy Thomas

    by Tina Cole-Mullins
    It’s tax time again. You might be dreading to do your 
return, dreading what you will owe, or happily anticipating 
the refund to come. With your refund, you may pay your 
bills, stock the pantry and fill the freezer. But to really put 
a smile on your face and feel good, why not try these 
rewarding ways to spend your refund locally?  
    1. Donate to a local outreach or nonprofit group 
helping the community. These groups do vital work on 
various levels. The Stockbridge Community Outreach; 
Lions and Lionesses; SRSLY Stockbridge; Munith/
Stockbridge Pay It Forward; Their Guardian, Their Voice 
(formerly Angels for Animals) are a few examples. A 
list of these groups and resources can be found in the 
Stockbridge Community News December issue (available 

online). SCN, also nonprofit, provides a newspaper, website and Facebook page to the area 
and is a great asset to the community. There’s something special about seeing the people in 
your own community benefit from a little generosity.
    2. Contact the local school or your child’s teacher. There is always a need for 
additional supplies or funds at every level and aspect of education. You may purchase extra 
supplies and drop them off at school. More often than not, a teacher may need items for an 
upcoming assignment or project. Field trips, too, are costly for parents and a class budget. 
Your donation can help offset the cost of those educational opportunities.
    3. Buy flowers and visit an adult care facility. Order a flower arrangement or two for a 
smaller adult care facility like Elder Ridge Manor. The smaller homes may appreciate floral 
arrangements for a common space for all the residents. You’ll definitely brighten at least one 

dog BoBo. 
    Glenn was an avid sports fan and he loved the Michigan Wolverines. 
Glenn was a very selfless person that tried to put everyone else’s needs 
above his own. He will be greatly missed. 
    Services celebrating Glenn’s life were held on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 
2 p.m. at the Vickers Leslie Funeral Home. Family greeted friends on 
Friday, Feb. 16 from 5 to 7 p.m. as well as on Saturday from 1 to 2 p.m. 
    Arrangements entrusted to the Vickers Leslie Funeral Home, 109 N. 
Church St., Leslie MI. 49251. 517-878-6600

or more people’s days.
    4. Buy new personal clothing items for local outreach. Everyday clothing 
items – socks, underwear and bras – are often overlooked items, and they’re 
among the most requested. These sorts of items cannot be donated used, and 
many donors don’t realize the tremendous need.
    5. Pay it forward. Try paying for the drive-thru order behind you, or better yet, 
the handful of groceries for the person in line behind you. You never know, those 
groceries may be all that person has for a while. You could make a true difference 
in that individual’s life that day.
    6. Make a donation to the library. Friends of the Stockbridge Library not only 
focuses on the needs of the library resources, but also aids in literary needs such 
as the summer reading program.
    7. Spend a guilt-free night out at a local restaurant. Seeing the smiles of 
loved ones when you take them out to a local establishment is sure to put a smile 
on your face. Not often can you say you spent a guilt-free night out, and what 
better way to breathe a breath of fresh air into the local economy?
    8. Throw a pizza party for the fire department. Contact the local office and 
make arrangements to host a pizza party. Volunteer to order pizza for an upcoming 
training session or meeting.
    9. Spend time with family at kid-friendly activities in town. Take the kids 
bowling at Stockbridge Bowl and pay for another family’s game while you’re there. 
Enjoy dinner and Kids Night Out on Tuesday nights at the Back Street Bar & 
Family Restaurant.
    10. Plan a day event with a group at the EchoCenter. This local gem is a 
nonprofit focused on giving back to the community while spotlighting various 
charities. You can book an outdoor group event for a day adventure. 
    No tax refund this year? You can still reap a little smile from a charitable 
contribution. Many of the organizations mentioned above accept monetary 
donations. These 2018 gifts may be deducted as charitable contributions as 
allowed under the new tax bill for the current year’s taxes.
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How do we fix the opioid crisis in 
rural communities?

    by Jamey Lister, Ph.D., M.S.W.
    The opioid crisis has devastated rural 
communities across the country. The 
number of families losing loved ones to 
prescription opioid, heroin, and fentanyl 
overdoses has skyrocketed. Rural 
Americans are four times more likely to 
die from opioids compared to 1999. But 
we can stop this nightmare. Primarily, we 
need to help family and friends gain better 
access opioid abuse treatments.

    The ideal scenario to help people recover is to start medication-assisted treatment. This treatment 
combines medications with counseling or peer support groups like Narcotics Anonymous. These 
medications – Suboxone, methadone, or Vivitrol – can drastically help people control cravings and 
stop abusing opioids. As people find sobriety, they can begin the process of rebuilding their lives.
    The nearest clinic that provides this type of treatment is in Jackson. Getting there is challenging, 
though, considering the time and costs of travel, and the shame many people feel about being in 
treatment. The upside is medication-assisted treatment has already saved, and will continue to save 
countless lives.
    Despite opioid abuse being a disease in need of treatment, few people in rural areas ever receive 
professional help due to feelings of embarrassment and shame about their addiction. Friends and 
neighbors often are confused about the causes of addiction, which can lead to people talking about 
addiction as simply the result of bad choices.
    While it is true opioid abuse leads to consequences, it is helpful to remember many use as a 
way to self-treat other issues. People who have experienced emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, 
and those with health problems or depression may use to cope with pain. Some may use to numb 
traumatic memories from time spent in the military. Many witnessed addiction in their families.
    Having grown up in Stockbridge with much of my childhood spent with extended family in other 
rural areas of Michigan, I witnessed the toll that addiction can take when left untreated. There is a 
deep anguish in watching people you love unable to stop using. There is a strain on relationships, 
and feelings of hopelessness and worry for everyone in the family.
    The epidemic upon us is not going anywhere. We must respond. But, rural communities face a 
dilemma. On one hand, the science is clear: On average, professional help offers the most reliable 
road to recovery. However, many rural residents trust more in the support of people they know or in 
being self-reliant in their recovery.
    My research on rural opioid abuse treatment focuses on this dilemma. How can we combine 
these ways of trying to fix the problem? How can clinics and communities work together to reduce 
the hassles and feelings of shame connected to treatment? Can we combine medication-assisted 
treatment as is in better harmony with the ideals of rural communities and get better results?
    To answer these questions, I started a study with colleagues from Wayne State and University of 
Michigan called “A Project on Rural Opioid Use Disorder” or the PROUD Research Study, the name 
chosen because towns like ours take pride in fighting back to challenges.
    Our study will try to combat the opioid crisis by getting input from those with opioid abuse and 
Jackson area clinics that provide treatment. If you or someone you know wants to participate, they 
may be eligible to take part in confidential phone surveys ($20 gift card) or focus groups ($40 gift 
card). We can be reached privately at 313-577-4408 or proud.wsu@gmail.com.
    My hope is the PROUD findings will help us design better treatments using wisdom from rural 
communities. But, there are a few solutions we can start on today. It is important we continue talking 
openly about addiction so people feel less shame. Township leaders might consider providing 
transportation assistance or stipends to those traveling to treatment. We also need to advocate for 
medication-assisted treatment and counseling services in clinics closer to Stockbridge.
    Many of these solutions require leadership from passionate members of our community. We have 
those people, so I am hopeful for our town. We can’t cure the crisis, but we can fight back.
    

About Jamey Lister
    by Roberta Ludtke
    Stockbridge born and raised Jamey Lister always had a mind 
for math and numbers. Classmates assumed he would pursue 
a career as a sportscaster or sports statistician, but he opted 
for social work. Lister, now a Ph.D. and tenure-track professor 
at Wayne State University, is currently leading two grant-funded 
research studies that may someday lessen the hold that opioids 
have on his hometown and on other communities like ours.
    According to WSU’s website, “Dr. Lister’s interdisciplinary 
research focuses on improving access to high-quality treatments 
for people with opioid use disorder. His projects examine 
psychosocial and clinical factors that influence OUD treatment 
across socio-economically disadvantaged rural and urban 
communities.”
    Lister is looking to telemedicine to help make quality OUD care 
more accessible. In a Jan. 30 interview with Michigan Radio–
NPR, he spoke of the potential for videoconferencing.“You might 
use Skype or different web-based platforms,” he said, “so that a 
physician or other healthcare providers can connect with a patient 
that might live in rural or remote areas away from the clinic or 
hospital setting.”
    Lister suggested a patient could use telemedicine, from 
connecting with a remote psychiatrist to undergoing a 
psychological consult. “They’ll call it telepsych,” he said. “There 
really isn’t any condition that you couldn’t potentially apply it to.”
    The son of Jim and Anita Lister, both retired Stockbridge School 
District teachers and coaches, Jamey Lister completed a master’s 
degree in social work at the University of Michigan and his 
doctorate degree in social work at Rutgers University.
    Anita Lister said she was not surprised with her son’s career 
choice, as he always had compassion for people. When he wrote 
his grant application, she said, it was very important to him to 
serve the people in Stockbridge. She said she is equally proud 
of daughter, Jessica, who has a master’s in social work from the 
University of Michigan and works with families of dialysis patients.
    Lister’s research has been supported by the U.S. Fulbright 
Program, Wayne State University Office of Provost, School of 
Social Work, and WSU Robust Initiative. He also is part of the 
State of Michigan Targeted Response to the Opioid Crisis Grant, 
funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.
    Lister says he hopes his research will lead to better treatment for 
those most in need.
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Stockbridge InvenTeam
Comedy Night & Silent Auction

March 3rd ~ American Legion ~ 830 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge
Doors Open 6 pm ~ Dinner 7 pm ~ Entertainment 8:30 pm

Help the Stockbridge InvenTeam participate in an expedition 
at the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa.

       Tickets: $30 each or $50 per couple (18+)
Purchase at Positively Chiropractic
or contact Kaci Howard at 517.937.5651.

Comedians: Chris Young, Ed Bartko, Tim Steele,
and Julie Lyonse

50/50 RAFFLE • SILENT AUCTION • CHILI DINNER • CASH BAR

KootsiQuilting: A one of a kind business

Laura Jarvis of KootsiQuilting shows off her long 
arm quilting machine.

    Article and photo by Judy Williams
    Need a little magic completed with a needle 
and thread? Laura Jarvis, a seamstress and the 
owner of KootsiQuilting, just may be the one to 
help.
    KootsiQuilting, a business Jarvis started in 
downtown Stockbridge in 2016, offers custom 
sewing along with other services, such as 
long arm quilting, finish binding, T-shirt quilts, 
restorative sewing and memory pillows.
    Want to learn how to knit stockings or make a 
quilt?
    KootsiQuilting also offers classes and 
lessons.
    While some may consider sewing a dying art, 
Jarvis discovered her talent at an early age, and 

she loved it.
    “I started sewing with my grandmother as a young child,” the petite Jarvis said with a smile. 
“Grandma was a bridal seamstress for Jeannette’s in Detroit. She would design and sew all of 
these beautiful dresses. I just loved going to work with her.”
    Soon, Jarvis was completing her own projects.
    “I got my start in custom sewing by making doll clothes from my grandmother’s scrap box. As a 
young girl, I sewed many of my own clothes,” she recalled.
    As Jarvis grew older, she began to win awards.
    “I won my middle school home economics sewing contest and went on to earn an honorable 
mention in a Hudson’s-sponsored contest,” she confided.
    Her sewing also had a creative and practical use.
    “As an adult, I made clothes for my children, and of course, I always made special Halloween 
costumes,” the seamstress said, adding that she made the usual curtains, pillows and more for her 
home.
    Jarvis pulled her cellphone from her pocket and swiped through an array of photos. She stopped 
and smiled at a photo of her daughter in a wedding dress. Jarvis had designed and made the 
stunning gown, complete with frontal accents of colorful Hungarian embroidery.
    “I know how to work with color and designs.” She grinned. “I have a bachelor’s (U-M ’82) and a 
Master of Fine Arts (EMU ’00).” All told, Jarvis has worked more than 30 years in graphic design, 
advertising and marketing.
    “I love my business,” she continued, “and every day I can’t wait to start work.”
    On this day, Jarvis, whose eye can be trusted to help finish a quilt, was anxiously waiting for the 
delivery of a quilt from Korea. She had promised her customer from thousands of miles away to 
complete the work and ship the treasured project back within days.
    “I’m happy when my customer is happy,” Jarvis said.
    Before starting KootsiQuilting, the multi-talented Jarvis held several marketing jobs. She worked 
for the University of Michigan’s Law School and spent seven years in Germany, working for the 
United States Army in a civilian job with the Army’s Family & Morale Welfare and Recreation 
Department. Jarvis’ husband works for the U.S. Army and is based in Germany.
    KootsiQuilting, located downtown Stockbridge at 120 E. North Main St., is open Thursday 
through Sunday. For more information, call 734-717-3413; or see KootsiQuilting LLC on Facebook.

2018 Daddy-Daughter Dance 
brings smiles and dancing 
to Stockbridge
    by Hope Salyer
    The annual Daddy-Daughter Dance was held Feb. 3 at 
Heritage Elementary.
    Back Street Family Restaurant and Bar held a Daddy-Daughter 
Dinner and offered a gift of mini tiara, necklace and strawberry 
cake.

Wendy and David Cowan. Photo 
credit Roberta Ludtke

Aubrey and Mike Williamson. Photo 
credit Roberta Ludtke

Allie and Mike Dalton. Photo credit 
Molly Howlett

Samantha and Jason Risner. Photo 
credit Roberta Ludtke

Stockbridge Library’s Critter 
Culture a success

Laurel Zoet of Nature on 

the Go was well received 

at the  Stockbridge 

Library’s ‘Critter Culture’ 

event Feb. 23. But the hit 

of the show was her 2 ½ 

year old, de-scented pet 

skunk, Stinkerbelle.
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STOCKBRIDGE Honor Roll
7th Grade Honor Roll Students
Adkins, Adrianna
Bennett, Drew 
Beutler, Josephina
Lewis, Noah
Makushik, Genavieve
Marshall, Hannah
Polenz, Brianna
Recchy, Rylee 
Vaccaro, Emily
Williams, Lillian
Bartrum, Bailey
Culver, Krista
Dalton, Makenzie 
Marshall, Paul 
Cook, Collin
Kaltschmidt, Emma
Niec, Grace
Moser, Devon 
Bolton, Micah
McLennan, Jack
Phillips, Gabriella
Smith, Christopher 
Mahler, Maggie
VanHook, Alyssa 
Hackworth, Tierney 
Chmielewski, Trey
Hammerberg, Jack
Handshoe, Timothy
Risner, Janelle
Brumm, Kathryn
Hufnagel, Ivori
Grumelot, Ashlee
Odem, Dominick
Smith, Jolie
Boyce, Larissa
Mullins, Alora
Wilde, Kristina 
Place, Arianna
Mullins, Jade
Pignanello, Donavin
Sawicki, Jacob 
Phillips, Jamie 
Breslin, Hannah
Barker, Lily

8th Grade Honor Roll Students
Austin, Audrey
Dreier, Grace 
Heidrich, Kylin
Miller, Zachary
Rochow, Brooklyn 
Rogozinski, Gwen
Satkowiak, Dalton
Tolson, Rylee
Torrey, Xyan 
Walker, Kaitelyn
Yannella, Brenden
Fletcher, Olivia
Howlett, Brandon
Knoll, Ashton
Pena, Joshua 
Switzenberg, Sydney 
Wright, Mayzie
Crockett, Mya 
Huskey-Wright, Jonah
Minix, Ally
Knoll, Austin
Stowe, Cassandra
Rooke, Julianna
Connolly, Kalysta 
Oversmith, Carson
Fowler, Logan 
Goble, Marissa 
Mahler IV, Daniel 
Storie, Dominic 
Whitaker, Connor
Kilgore, Logan
Gipson, Tylee
Robinson, Harlie
Wright, Brendan
Baize, Alyson 
Tanner, Spencer
Lovas, Thomas
Cervantez Melchor, Yarely
Romero, Shailynn 
Lozano, Yareli 
Gipe, Sidney 
Myers, Makayla
Hamlett, Dominick 
Cole, April
Mons, Nickole 
Stolarz, Paige
Sanford, Zachary 
James, Kaitlyn 
Khozouie, Emily
Patrick, Madison
Brewster, Evan C
9th Grade Honor Roll Students
Asquith, Chelsey 

Casto, Rose
Coffman, Jonah 
Demerath-Shanti, Keshava
Eskew, Melanie
Fillmore, Ronald J
Gipson, Haley
Hill, Brianna 
Howard, Hailey 
Humrich, Lillian 
Jones, Brock 
Marhofer, Julia 
Miller, Kaitlin 
Nichols, Molly
Ortiz-Martinez, Evelyn 
Dalton, Kaylee 
Douglas, Abigail
Lance, Isaac 
Youngblood, Joy 
Evans, Diane 
Baker, Brooklyn 
Heinzman, Carissa
Aiken, Madison 
Gustafson, Jacey 
Young, Benjamin 
Suojanen, Luke
Powers, Dylan
Redford, Chelsea
Hightower, Alexis 
Whitaker, Wyatt
Scutchfield, Isabella 
Fraser-Gutting, Hailee 
Haines, Lucas 
Roberts, Bella
Lockhart, Hannah 
Kapalla, Hunter 
Keeler, Sidney 
Killinger, Peyton 
Rosedale, Malena
Steinkraus, Haylie 
Barbour, Brayden 
Warrens, Riley
Beauregard, Claire
Kittle, Laurynn 
Stitt, Samantha 
Woods, Emily 
Johnson, Peter 
Allison, Makenna 
Armstrong, Samantha 
McLennan, Spencer 
Pulley, Amelia 
Miller, Riley 
Tatar, Brynn 
Davis, Andrew 
Yannella, Mackenzye

10th Grade Honor Roll Students
Carriero, Andrew 
Chapman, Cassandra
Choate, Frederick 
Cox, Patrick 
Demerath-Shanti, Shaddai
Ely, Haley 
Fowler, Caitlin 
Heidrich, Baylee
Kaltner, Christopher 
Morris, John 
Rooke, Jacob 
Shepard, Kaylie 
Showerman, Tyler 
Smith, Hannah 
Twining, Adam 
Viebahn, Trent 
Whitt, Sylvia 
Wooden, Paige 
Eibler, Nathanial 
Breslin, Emily 
Porter, William 
Schlaff, Anastasia 
Andrews, Kelsey 
Niec, Bradley 
Adkins, Kaleb 
Killinger, Alexis 
Bunce, Kael 
Hackworth, Oriana 
Hawkins, Alic-Mychael
Hall, Christopher 
Sawicki, Zachary 
Beauregard, Micah 
Hoard, William
Myers, Jordan 
Catron, Megan 
Blanzy, Ashley
Argento, Samantha 
Knight, Adam 
Nelson, Brandon 
Kraatz, Hailey 
Owen, Rachel 
Beutler, Dominic 
Carey, Taylor 
Nuklin, Jakkpat
Stanfield, Justin
11th Grade Honor Roll Students
Ballagh, Daniel 
Boyer, Caleb 
Canfield, Brody 
Caroen, Reilly 
Drew, Samantha 
Harbert, Jade 
Knieper, Katelyn 
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Celebrate Easter!                                                                
God raised him on the third day ~ Acts 10:40 

Sts Cornelius & Cyprian Church                           St James Catholic Church                                                             
1320 Catholic Church Rd in Leslie                                  1010 S Lansing St in Mason 

Easter Sunday 8:30 a.m.                                                  Easter Vigil 8 p.m.    Easter 11 a.m.       

www.saintsccleslie.com                                                    www.StJamesMason.org 

Celebrate Easter!
God raised him on the third day ~ Acts 10:40

Sts Cornelius & Cyprian Church
1320 Catholic Church Rd., Leslie

Easter Sunday 8:30 am
www.saintsccleslie.com

St James Catholic Church
1010 South Lansing St., Mason
Easter Vigil 8:00 pm / Easter 11:00 am
www.StJamesMason.org

Honor Roll from page 22
Zemke, Michelle 
Brown, Paige 
Goble, Autumn 
Warner, Alyssa 
Varner, Tayler 
Bradley, Colin 
Salyer, Abbey 
Fee, Hunter 
Gutting, Hannah 
Jones, Ethan 
Loso, Peter 
Markham, Dillon
Wilcox, BreAnn 
Brunette, Sawyer 
Tolson, Ronald 
Brussow, Amanda 
Jackson, Lena 
McCleer, Terence 
Maze, Ashleigh 
Crockett, Taylor 
Hawkins, Jazmine
Caudill, Jarett 
Glair, Hannah 
Young, Derek 
Frazzini, Rachel 
Spadafore, Nicholas 
Higgins, Kimberly
Kruger, Macy 
Miner, Chloe
Plennert, Bethany 
Wilson, Carmen 
Taylor, William 
Muzzin, Faith
12th Grade Honor Roll Students
Cadieux, Jillian 
Crabtree, Ayleana 
Drew, Kayla 
Eskew, Cassandra
Howard, Madison 
Jackson, Andrew 
Keiser, Erin 
Lauckner, Delaney 
Samulak, Kaylee 
Whitt, Faith 
Heaviland, Jade 
Roskowski, Kali 

Lilley, Kyle 
Hall, Shelby
Kettenbeil, Brandon 
Gee-Montgomery, Madison
Long, Logan
Robinson, Shyanne
Allen, Kassidy 
Beutler, Patrick 
Cool, Katie 
Hansen, Alexis 
Wright, Dakota 
Hackworth, Ronin 
Smith, Shannon 
Rattai, Victoria 
Meitz, Katelyn 
Stenman, Connor
Bradley, Audrey 
Baird, Anna
Warner, Hayli 
Machleit, Jeffre
Yannella, Zabrina
Baldwin, Taylar 
Turner, Zane 
Jenkins, Christopher
Janeski, Kaylin 
Myers, Zachary 
Webb, William 
Sipes, Morgan 
Sanford, Alexander
Alvarado, Hunter
Gipson, Stephen 
Shepherd, Tori 
Fillip, Luke 
Esper, Hailey 
Woods, Lucas 
Risner, Joshua 
Freiermuth, Brittany 
Morris, Lauren 
Flynn, Cameron 
Humrich, Emma 
Woods, Jacob

A look back 
in time
    by Diane Rockall
     Thirty years ago this month, March 1988, the 
Stockbridge Community School District (SCSD) 
sought a millage increase while discussions on a 
supercollider for the area continued. Geologists 
indicated the area would be a perfect site. In 
addition, the Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority asked for additional property to be 
annexed into the village for development, and Hans 

Klockes asked for a special use application to build a multiuse dwelling at Willow 
and Clinton.
    The local Lions established a tragedy fund for SCSD victims of tragedy while 
the American Red Cross scheduled a local blood drive. Harold and Vivian Lantis 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, and the Stockbridge High School 
band scored high ratings in the District Band Festival.
    In 1968 in Stockbridge, Kenneth L. and Maynard Stanfield closed Stansfield’s 
grocery, started 30 years earlier in 1938 by brothers Bill and Tom Stanfield. 
While Bill was still in high school, he had worked for Elmer Applegate and then 
Frank Lyons. Lyons sold the store to Bill and Tom, in the early years the business 
featured dry goods, clothing and household articles. It served people from a front 
counter. The store became self-serve in the early 1940s. Also in 1968, the library 
books were relocated to the new site on Wood Street and area registered nurse 
Arlene Howe received national recognition for her achievements.
    The Town Crier carried columns from other local communities, and Clara 
Lantis died. In the same year, the village opened bids for a water filtration plant, 
with the cost listed as $41,000. Arthur Collins was re-elected council president for 
Stockbridge. Maurice Biehn, who had died the previous year in Vietnam combat, 
received the Vietnam Honor Medal posthumously from the Republic of Vietnam. 
The medal and decree were forwarded to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Biehn of Gregory.
    The area saw a severe snowstorm at the end of March. The school district 
announced plans to pay off its debt by May 1, five years ahead of schedule. 
The Stockbridge Ambulance Association, just 5 months old in March, listed 
its success due to loyal volunteers. Chief among them was William Woll, who 
served as driver, chair of village membership, and first qualified as Red Cross 
first aid instructor and treasurer.
    March 1918, 100 years ago, Frank Steffey sold 13 head of cattle to Emmett 
Berry for $1,417. Alton Fletcher broke his ankle.
    Sixty years ago on the national and world scene, significant events included 
the first U.S. nuclear test, held in Nevada on March 14, 1958, while the U.S.S.R. 
performed an atmospheric nuclear test. Elvis Presley joined the Army on the 
24th, and on the 25th, Sugar Ray Robinson became the first to win a worldwide 
boxing championship five times. “Bridge on the River Kwai” was selected for the 
best picture Oscar on the 26th. Nikita Khrushchev became U.S.S.R. Communist 
Party First Secretary on March 27.
    Diane Rockall, a member of the board of directors of the Stockbridge Community News, currently 
writes “A Look Back in Time” and posts the Police Blotter. She also publishes death notices and 
obituaries on the website when information is made known to SCN.
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 Please make checks payable to Stockbridge Community News and mail to P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 
48137. Donations may or may not be tax deductible.

Donation Form

CheckPayment Type: Cash

Name

Amount

Email

Address

Subscription Form

CheckPayment Type: Cash

Name

Email

Address

Have an out-of-town family member or friend who would enjoy receiving a paper? Want to receive 
the paper at your vacation home? Purchase a subscription for $30 to receive a paper for 12 months.

Membership subscriptions are now available for $30.00. Send your check along with contact and mailing information to 
Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”

    Think you know the area? Here’s your 
chance to prove it. Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison is providing 
a photo of a mystery location within the 
Stockbridge School District. Names of readers 
who correctly identify the subject of the photo 
will be entered in a drawing, one overall winner 
to be selected. March’s winner will receive a 
$25 gift certificate to Cravingz Coffee House 

Announcing: March’s ‘Where’s Waldo’ mystery 
location

and Sandwich Shop. Thank you to Roberta Ludtke, Stockbridge Community 
News board member, for contributing this prize.
    Congratulations to last month’s winner Naomi Carson who correctly identified 
the building at 915 Clinton in Stockbridge behind Lakeland Trails.
    To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo and its 
location along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail Stockbridge Community 

Recognize the subject of this picture and where 
it’s located? Enter to win $20 cash. Photo credit 
Rose Collison

News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 
48137.  Entries must be dated or post marked 
no later than March 10th.

    Thank you to Roberta Ludtke for 
sponsoring this month’s contest, and good 
luck participants!

 

      For more
    information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

THE OPEN AIR MARKET
IS INDOORS

March 10 & April 14 ~ 11 am to 3 pm
First Presbyterian Church ~ CE Building
11 to 2 ~ Presbyterian Women Luncheon

 soup, sandwich and/or salad
 and dessert

12 to 2 ~ Local Musician

 

Fresh Donuts Daily 

Gormley and Johnson
LAW OFFICES, PLC

Local Attorneys & Counselors at Law — Committed To Your Goals

John L. Gormley, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

517.851.7014, Ext. 104

Christopher S. Johnson, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
517.851.7014, Ext. 106

101 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville │gormleylawoffices.com

    The combined banks will operate under the Eaton Federal name. 
Founded in 1937, Eaton Federal currently operates five branches—four 
in Eaton County and one in Barry County. With the merger, it will add two 
more branches, extending its market area east into Ingham and Livingston 
counties.  Eaton Federal is structured as a mutual savings bank meaning it is 
owned by its customers, not shareholders.
    “Both banks think alike, namely in our devotion to customer service and 
our conviction that community banking is good for mid-Michigan,” says 
Tim Jewell, president of Eaton Federal Savings Bank. “This merger gives 
community banking a stronger foundation in the region.”
    “We are grateful to the community for its support over the past century 
and more,” says SSBBank Chairman and CEO J. Benjamin Dancer, great-
grandson of W.J. Dancer, who founded SSBBank (originally chartered 
as Stockbridge State Bank) in 1908. “It has been a privilege serving the 
financial needs of our customers, and we are delighted they will continue 
to experience the benefits of community banking under the Eaton Federal 
name.”
    The combined banks will have assets approaching $360 million, deposits 
of more than $280 million and loans of over $225 million.  Eaton Federal 
maintains the highest 5-Star rating for strength and stability from Bauer 
Financial Inc., the nation’s leading bank rating firm.
    When the banks combine operations, Eaton Federal will operate seven 
branches—its five existing branches in Charlotte, Eaton Rapids, Grand 
Ledge, Nashville and Olivet plus two former SSBBank branches in Gregory 
and Stockbridge.  The current SSBBank branch in Eaton Rapids will be 
absorbed into the Eaton Federal branch as the two are less than a mile apart.
    Eaton Federal was advised by ProBank Austin with legal counsel from 
Bodman PLC. Stockbridge Bancorporation obtained a fairness opinion and 
legal counsel from Gerrish Smith Tuck, PC.

SSB from page 19


