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Envisioning a world in which every child is inspired by nature 
          



The mission of Deschutes Children’s Forest is to reach every child in Central Oregon, engaging 
and inspiring a generation of youth to lead healthy lives and be stewards of public lands through 
connections with nature.  Since 2011, when a group of diverse community partners embarked on 
this ambitious journey, Deschutes Children’s Forest has grown from just an idea to a highly effective 
collaborative of 19 community partners.  And we’re beginning to see results.

We are seeing more teachers than ever feeling inspired and empowered to use nature as an 
incredible classroom for learning.  We are seeing health care providers stepping forward to advocate 
for the benefits of time in the outdoors on children’s health.  We are seeing partners working 
together to offer events and activities including family programs, after school programs, and 
professional development for teachers.  

Working together has not only led to building capacity, reducing inefficiencies, and addressing 
barriers for teachers, parents, and children to access the outdoors, but it has also led to a number of 
pleasant surprises and solutions that we had not anticipated.  

We hope that you join us in supporting our ambitious mission of introducing and engaging the 
children of Central Oregon to the wonders, science, and adventure of nature.

        Bruce Abernethy
        Advisory Board Chair
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PROGRAMS
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Deschutes Children’s Forest offers 27 environmental education programs for K-12 students, covering 
topics from watershed education and stewardship to fire ecology to geology and more.  All programs are 
aligned with education standards and provide meaningful ways for students to learn science concepts 
using the natural world as their classroom.  Deschutes Children’s Forest builds awareness about these 
opportunities and advocates for the benefits of outdoor learning with teachers, administrators, and 
school districts.

SERVICES TO SCHOOLS
Recognizing that teachers often face many barriers to bringing classroom learning outdoors, Deschutes 
Children’s Forest has developed a suite of resources, working to improve access for all students and add 
value to schools.  These include: 
1. School Engagement Fund - Provides funding for transportation and substitute costs
2. Inclusion assistance - Partnering with Bend Park and Recreation District to help adapt programs for 

students with disabilities
3. Resource Co-op - Provides kits of field equipment available for teachers to check-out
4. Teacher trainings - Provide skills for leading effective outdoor lessons

94 teachers 
participating in 
teacher trainings 
with DCF partners

1,500 
students utilizing 
equipment from 
the Resource Co-op

101 field trips 
supported by the 
School Engagement 
Fund

NATUREHOODS
A NatureHood is a park or natural area with special features schools and the community use to learn 
about and explore nature close to home. Designated by Deschutes Children’s Forest, all NatureHoods 
are unique and dynamic, with community partners actively involved in contributing to what their 
NatureHood will become.  This year, students from Bear Creek and Ponderosa Elementary Schools 
completed projects in their NatureHoods including 
bilingual interpretive signs, an iBook field guide, pollinator 
gardens, a mural, bat boxes, and more!

DISCOVER NATURE DAYS
Together, Deschutes Children’s Forest partners offer a series 
of family events called Discover Nature Days, which provide 
engaging and educational nature-based programming in 
local community parks around Central Oregon.  

4 new 
NatureHoods 
planned for 
2015



OUR COLLECTIVE IMPACT
Since 2011 when we embarked on the ambitious journey of reaching all 
children in Central Oregon, Deschutes Children’s Forest has engaged both 
traditional and non-traditional partners in our process.  Three years later, we 
are proud to share that our collaborative efforts have had a positive impact 
on Central Oregon’s youth, providing more experiences than ever that 
connect them to the natural world.  By working together, we identify gaps, 
reduce duplication of service,  and raise overall community awareness of 
the critical link between time spent in nature and better health.

189% 
increase in student-
days spent learning 
outdoors with DCF 
partners in 2 years

962 
students attending 
Camp Tamarack for 
Outdoor School

13,803
participants in DCF 
environmental 
education & family 
programs

KIDS ON-THE-MOVE
New in 2014, Deschutes Children’s Forest piloted an after school 
program for 35 students at Ensworth Elementary focused on 
improving health outcomes through active recreation in their 
neighborhood park.  The program featured a pre- and post-program 
health screening provided by Mosaic Medical,  outdoor activities 
provided by various Deschutes Children’s Forest partners,  education 
about healthy eating habits and active lifestyles, and a culminating 
event for familes.  

CAREER PATHWAYS
In order to establish a pathway for youth to enter potential 
environmental and natural resource careers, Deschutes Children’s 
Forest has developed an internship program for high school and 
college youth.  Additionally, in 2014 we are partnering with Deschutes 
National Forest and Discover Your Forest to offer a Natural Resources 
Career Camp for Young Women.

interns learning 
career skills in 

natural resources
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*Includes Camp Tamarack, Deschutes NF, Discover Your Forest, High Desert Museum, The 
Environmental Center, Upper Deschutes Watershed Council, Wolftree, and NatureHood programs



FUNDING & SUPPORT
REVENUE EXPENSES

PARTNERS
LAND MANAGEMENT 
& RECREATION

HEALTH

EDUCATION

NON-PROFITS
Deschutes National Forest
Ochoco National Forest
Bend Park & Recreation District
Redmond Area Park & Recreation District

Central Oregon Pediatric Associates
Mosaic Medical

Bend-La Pine Schools
High Desert Education Service District
Redmond School District
Sisters School District

Camp Fire Central Oregon
Camp Tamarack
Discover Your Forest
Heart of Oregon Corps
High Desert Museum
The Environmental Center
Upper Deschutes Watershed Council
Wildheart Nature School
Wolftree

$81,825 

$99,215 

$8,600 
$16,899 

Grants Forest Service
Other Partner Funds Donations & Events

IN-KIND 
SUPPORT
Deschutes 
Children’s Forest 
receives over 
$500,000 in 
in-kind support 
from our partners.

$5,000 

$6,520 

$6,095 

$35,176 

$3,196 

Intern Program Environmental Ed. Programs

Health & Recreation Programs Services to Schools

Marketing & Fundraising

In addition to $77,100 in personnel 
costs, Deschutes Children’s Forest 
expenses include:

MAJOR FUNDERS
Casey Family Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation
Deschutes National Forest

Diack Ecology Fund
Gray Family Foundation

High Desert Education Service District
Maybelle Clark MacDonald Fund
Mt. Bachelor

National Environmental Education Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation

“This collaboration is the most effective one I’ve ever been a part of. It has the right people at the table, 
the  committees do their jobs, and we make things happen. It’s a pleasure to participate.”    

      - John McLaughlin, DCF Advisory Board Member
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Deschutes Children’s Forest has a clear and ambitious mission:  introduce and engage ALL 
children in Central Oregon to the wonder, science and adventure of nature.  With solid 
relationships and strategies in place, and a clear vision of our biggest barriers and gaps, we 
are excited about the potential for 2014 and 2015 to be years of amazing growth.  Here is a 
peek into a few highlights:

•	 Expanded Professional Development Opportunities for Teachers:  Two types of 
trainings, offered collaboratively through Deschutes Children’s Forest environmental 
education partners, focused on building science literacy through outdoor exploration.

•	 New Programs:  Developing new programs that reach underserved grade levels and 
communities, including programs for middle and high school students that tie education 
objectives to real-world stewardship projects on public lands.

•	 Inclusion:  Auditing programs and sites for accessibility by students with disabilities and 
offering trainings to improve services to these students.

•	 Research: Establishing a relationship with OSU-Cascades to develop a research project 
studying the impacts of conservation education programming on eco-affinity (personal 
connection and interest in nature), stewardship behaviors, and wellness outcomes. 

•	 And Finally, New Partnerships, Expanding, and Rebranding:  We are incredibly 
excited to announce our expansion into Crook, Jefferson, and Wheeler Counties, forging 
new relationships with Ochoco National Forest and others, in order to better serve all 
students in Central Oregon. With this expansion comes our rebranding this fall as the 
Children’s Forest of Central Oregon!

Find Yourself ... Outside

LOOKING AHEAD


