
Our teachers always happy to talk to parents

 It seems like the holiday 
season comes all too quickly in 
the school year. Halloween is 
here and Thanksgiving follows 
closely behind. Before you know 
it, the rush of the Christmas 
season will be upon us — kind 
of a blur! 
 The school year is off to a 
wonderful start. The number of 
students in our school has in-
creased slightly, with a number of 
new families joining our school 
and our community. The Bulldog 
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football team has completed 
another successful season under 
the direction of  0Coach Lucas 
Gunderson. The Lady Bulldogs 
continue their dominance in 1B 
volleyball with Mrs. Ann Funk 
at the helm. Junior high football 
and girls basketball are done for 
the year, and junior high boys 
basketball is underway. We have 
already had parent-teacher con-
ferences for the fall, and report 
cards will be out in November. 
Time does fly! 
 During this time of the year, 
it is easy to get caught up in all 
there is to do. Whether centered 
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on the school or family, the next 
few months are busy. Please take 
time to stay involved in all this 
school year brings for your child.
 Our parent-teacher confer-
ences are only three evenings 
during the school year, and 
oftentimes they can be rushed 
to stick to a schedule. If you 
ever have questions about your 
child or what is happening in our 
classrooms, please feel free to 
contact the teacher and arrange 
a meeting. Communication be-
tween parents and teachers is an 
important cog in the education 
wheel, and we are available for 
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you. If you were unable to make 
it to conferences in October, we 
understand and are here to meet 
with you. Please feel free to 
contact the elementary or high 
school office to arrange a meet-
ing with your son/daughter’s 
teacher at any time during the 
school year. You can also email 
or text a teacher to set up a time 
to visit.
 We need to work as a team 
to provide the best education 
for your child and this is built 
on communication so feel free 
to ask questions about what is 
happening in our school.

Hunting unit
Students in Mrs. Payge Guenzler’s seventh-grade social 
studies class recently completed a unit on hunting, 
fur trapping and pioneer provisioning. Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks grizzly management specialist Chad 
White and wildlife technician Daniel McHugh showed 
them hides,  skulls and radio collars and talked about 
methods to track wild game for gathering data. They 
also had a cook out with elk meat and learned how to 
render bear fat. Students pictured with Mrs. Guenzler 
are, from left: Natalie Hodgskiss, Ava Gunderson, Kate 
Blanchett, Kale Gunderson, Addison Christensen and 
Aylacia Peters.
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It’s back to school we go on Aug. 28
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Addressing at-risk factors facing youth
Wendi hammond
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 I have written before about 
some of the strategies and re-
search the secondary school side 
of the house is using to ensure that 
staff, stu-
dents and 
commu-
nity have 
some re-
sea rch -
b a s e d 
tools and 
s t r a t e -
gies  a t 
hand to 
help our 
students.  
 Every community faces 
modern issues that affect our 
young people. Poverty, family 
dysfunction, stressful circum-
stances and negative influences 

impact both the young and old. 
It is important that our school’s 
staff and the very curriculum or 
community resources that we 
embrace address these issues that 
will impact many. At times the 
students who witness horrible 
things are affected more than 
we realize. This is why we have 
been very vigilant in finding the 
right fit of resources and training 
to help our staff and students 
face issues with knowledge and 
confidence. 
 Last year, I wrote to you about 
how we welcomed the Montana 
State University Extension Of-
fice resource called YAM (Youth 
Aware of Mental Health) into 
our school. Our local contact for 
the YAM program is Extension 
educator Jane Wolery, and we 
look forward to working with 
her and her colleagues again in 
the spring semester.
 We annually target fresh-
men for a short course that is a 
researched-based curriculum for 
these students that informs about 
suicide prevention. This has been 
very successful, and we welcome 
this community resource into 
the school again as we reach a 
new group of freshmen with this 
information.
 The beauty of this program 
is that it allows students to role 
play and to try various strategies 
to avoid negative social issues, as 
well as to empower bystanders to 
know what to do should some-
one they know voice a desire to 
commit suicide. This is a game 
changer for many of our youth: 

to talk about real issues and 
encourage discussion to ensure 
they are confident in knowing 
how to handle this delicate issue. 
 For more information on 
YAM, please go online to this 
resource.
 We have purchased two 
research-based curriculums to 
support freshmen and junior 
high students in their PE/health 
courses to help teach them about 
drug and alcohol use. These 
are also role-playing activity 
oriented. I am looking forward 
to seeing how the teachers will 
use the resources.
 The first one is called Class 
Action. It is the high-school 
component that we purchased 
from Hazelden Publishing. It is 
an evidence-based alcohol pre-
vention program. Class Action 
looks at real-world social and 
legal consequences involving 
teens and alcohol. The activities 
will allow the teacher to divide 
the student groups into small 
legal teams. 
 The curriculum uses role play-
ing for some mock cases. Each 
student will play a role within the 
legal case. They will be presented 
with some hypothetical civil 
cases where the “victims” in the 
case are alleging harm caused by 
underage drinking. The students 
then must research the mock 
case facts, research the science 
behind what has happened and 
then present a case to the “judge” 
where a verdict will be one of the 
outcomes. 
 This not only helps students 

understand by role playing, but 
they also learn the legal system’s 
steps when something like this 
happens. Some of the topics “on 
trial” are: drinking and driving, 
drinking and violence, school al-
cohol policies, and drinking and 
hazing. Mrs. Payge Guenzler will 
be the teacher for this resource. 
 The second curriculum that 
has been purchased is for the 
junior high. It is called Project 
Northland. This series is spe-
cifically designed and developed 
for middle-school-age students. 
It has been rated top notch in 
alcohol prevention reviews.
 Students are also put through 
some role playing situations and 
are engaged as small groups 
working through simulations. 
John Shepherd, our junior high 
PE/health instructor, will be 
the teacher using this second 
resource. 
 Alcohol is shown to be 
the most widely used drug by 
teens nationwide. We are very 
motivated to ensure we have 
state-of-the-art materials and 
training to do our best to curb the 
early addictions and abuses that 
students will try as they get older. 
We are hopeful that with this 
early prevention work, we can 
have a positive effect on reducing 
the number of students who take 
on these risky behaviors. 
 We shall keep you updated 
on our work as a staff and how 
we are looking for new ideas 
and strategies to keep our cur-
riculum current and relevant for 
our young people. 

https://www.zerosuicidealliance.com/ZSA-Resources/resources/training/yam


CPS NEWSLETTER PAGE 3

CES plans 
Veterans 
Day display
at Full
Circle shop

 Choteau Elementary School 
will not host a Veterans Day 
program again this year. We 
still want 
to honor 
our local 
veterans 
and will 
be pre-
paring a 
token of 
our ap-
p r e c i a -
tion to be 
placed in 
the dis-
play windows at the new Full 
Circle store on Main Avenue 
North. 

■ CES trimester
ends Nov. 19 
 The end of the first trimester 
at Choteau Elementary School 
is Friday, Nov. 19.  Report cards 
will come home with your child 
on Tuesday, Nov. 23. If you have 
any questions concerning the 
report card or your child’s perfor-
mance, please do not hesitate to 
visit with the classroom teacher.

■ Cookie dough
deliveries coming
 Thank you to everyone who 
helped to support the fundraising 
efforts of the elementary school 
by ordering cookie dough. El-
liott’s will deliver the cookie 
dough on Thursday, Nov. 4, and 
students will be delivering it to 
those who ordered items shortly 
after. Please call the elementary 
office at 406-466-5364 if you 
have any issues with the cookie 
dough deliveries this year. 
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Dolly Parton Imagination Library
Improving children’s literacy

one book at a time
 The Dolly Parton Imagination Library Pro-
gram, which delivers a book a month to children 
from birth to age 5, was established by country 
and western singer and songwriter Dolly Parton 
in 1995 to improve children’s literacy.
 In 2009, the Choteau High School Family, 
Career and Community Leader of America (FC-
CLA) chapter, Choteau School District 1 and the 
Choteau/Teton Public Library joined together 
to bring the Imagination Library to our children 
who reside in the Choteau school district.
 All parents or guardians need to do is reg-
ister the child, and he or she will receive an 
age-appropriate book every month, delivered 
to the child’s mailing address, until his or her 
5th birthday as long as the child resides in the 
Choteau school district.
 A registration form is included in this school 
newsletter. To register a child, just complete the 
form and return it to the Choteau High School Of-
fice (address on form) or drop off at the Choteau/
Teton Public Library. Parents will receive a 
postcard confirming the child’s registration, and 
books will begin to arrive in six to eight weeks 
after registration.
 The Dolly Parton Foundation provides the 

books and mails them out each month, but each 
program is responsible for its own funding. It 
costs about $30 per child each year to provide the 
books. Our program is supported by fundraisers 
Mrs. Tami Krone and the FCCLA members hold 
and by donations from members of the commu-
nity.
 A donation form is included in this newsletter. 
Donations can be mailed to Choteau High School 
(address on form) or the Choteau/Teton Public 
Library (P.O. Box 876, Choteau MT 59422) or 
dropped off at the library or high school office. 
 The benefits of providing books for children 
and reading to them are many, including helping 
children develop language and literacy skills that 
will prepare them to succeed in school. If you 
would like more information about the program 
and the benefits it offers children, FCCLA mem-
bers will be at the Choteau Soroptimists Winter 
Fair at the Choteau Pavilion on Nov. 6. Sample 
books will be displayed and questions about the 
program answered; registration and donation 
forms will also be available. Please stop by to 
learn more about this wonderful program that 
provides books to helps children “dream more, 
learn more, care more and be more.”

Your child may be eligible 
for free health insurance.

 The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) Plan offers low-cost or free health coverage 
for children up to age 19. The Office of Public Assistance can help you determine 
whether your family is eligible for this program and help you sign up. Please call 
1-888-706-1535 to learn more about the HMK benefits and for help filling out an 
application. You can also apply online at apply.mt.gov.
 If the gross income for your family (including adults and children) is any-
where from $45,468 per year for two members up to $149,256 per year for 10 
members, please call. Montana Healthy Kids Program may be able to help pay 
for your child’s healthcare.

Learn more about the Healthy Montana Kids 
insurance program at www.hmk.mt.gov.

http://apply.mt.gov
http://www.hmk.mt.gov
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Sign up here to sponsor books for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
Yes, I would like to sponsor books for one or more children for a year.
Enclosed is my contribution of $____________.
This year, the cost of 12 books for one child is $30.
(Please make checks payable to Choteau High School FCCLA Book Fund.)

I would like to continue to be a sponsor each year. Please contact me next year 
when new funds are needed.

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: ______________________________________________
Zip Code: ___________________________________________  

Please mail this form 
and donations to:
Choteau High School
204 7th Ave. N.W.
Choteau, MT 59422
or
drop off at the 
Choteau/Teton
Public Library.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Official Registration Form
(one form per child required)

Preschool Child’s FULL Name_____________________________________________________________________

Child’s Date of Birth _____ /_____ /_____            Sex: M   F            Phone _______________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

Child’s Home Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (if different):  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________

“This child resides within Choteau School District #1.”

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: Date Received:_______________________     Group Code: _____________-_____

Register 
your
child
today!

Simply fill out the above form and mail to:
 Choteau School District #1
 Attn: FCCLA
 204 7th Ave. N.W.
 Choteau, MT 59422
 Or drop off at Choteau/Teton Public Library

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN

Pre-order your CHS 2021-22 yearbooks for $45
 It’s time to pre-order your 2021-22 Choteau High School yearbooks. In November and De-
cember you can order yearbooks for just $45. The price will jump up to $55 on Jan. 1, 2022.
 You can place a downpayment of $25 on your yearbook at the CHS office, with the remaining 
payment due before the year book is delivered.
 Payment in full can also be made online at yearbookforever.com or at the high school office.
 Past yearbooks are still available for discounted price. Contact yearbook advisers Carla May 
at carla.may@choteauschools.net or Jill Smith at jill.smith@choteauschools.net for more 
information on yearbooks.

http://yearbookforever.com
mailto:carla.may@choteauschools.net
mailto:jill.smith@choteauschools.net
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Porter Martin records information on his 
math class in his daily planner.

CJHS photos7th-grade math

“C” Hill for 2022
 Thank you, Boosters, for your support — 
the Choteau Booster Club has had a great 
membership drive for the 2021-22 school 
year. It’s never too late to join. A portion of 
your support has provided funds for the first 
graders to attend a pumpkin patch during a 
field trip in October. Stay tuned for more 
ways your membership dollars are being 
used. 
 Booster Club looks forward to you join-
ing in November for the monthly meeting. 
You can access membership forms on the 
website www.choteauboosterclub.weebly.
com. The club’s next meeting is Nov. 8 at 7 
p.m. at Copper Creek Coffee.

Everyone is
welcome at
Booster Club

 No student, staff member, school visitor 
or person/group using or renting school 
property is permitted to smoke, chew or 
“vape” or possess tobacco products or other 
nicotine-related products such as e-cigarettes 
on school property. 
 This includes any building, facility, or 
vehicle owned, leased, rented or charted by 
the district; school grounds, athletic grounds, 
or parking lots; or any school-sponsored 
event off campus. 
 In addition, no student is permitted to 
possess a tobacco product or other nicotine-
related products such as e-cigarettes. This 
tobacco-free policy is in effect 24/7.
 An exception exists when tobacco is used 
as part of approved classroom instruction or 
an American Indian cultural activity.

Reminder:
Choteau campus 
is tobacco free

In Mrs. Leanne Merja’s seventh-grade math class, Kale Gunderson works on 
solving problems.

Levi Field works on his 
math assignment.

http://www.choteauboosterclub.weebly.com/
http://www.choteauboosterclub.weebly.com/
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Second graders learning
typing/keyboarding skills
The second graders in Mrs. Christina McCollom and Mrs. 
Amanda Cornelius’ class started beginning typing skills in 
October. This is just one of the many new skills students 
are learning and enjoying this year.

Pictured here are (top left) Ella Cornelius, (top right) Lauren 
Walker and (bottom left) Jace Salmond.

CES photos
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Seventh-grade social studies students Addison Christensen, Kate Blanchett, Zabrielle Merja and Ava Gunderson do book work and 
reading comprehension practice on the Montana fur trade and pioneer lifestyle in Mrs. Payge Guenzler’s junior high classroom.

CES photos7th-grade social studies

Kale Gunderson and Natalie Hodgskiss focus on their 
social studies assignment.

Aylacia Peters works on an assignment in seventh-grade social 
studies.

Porter Martin and Kesston Thomas consult their text book 
as they work on an assignment.
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Agriculture 1 CHS photos

In Agriculture 1, Mr. Milford Wearley teaches a unit on introduc-
tion to welding as his students start learning how to shape the 
beading on a weld. Students pictured here are (top left) Roan 
Stott, (top right) Gus Lee and (bottom left) Percy Bechtold.

Advanced art CHS photo

Some of teacher Jami Gameon’s Advanced Art students 
spent one of the last nice days of class outside sketching the 
beautiful mountains. They will be focusing on watercolors 
the next few weeks in class using these drawings as their 
starting points for the paintings.
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The Choteau High School Pep Band under the direction of 
Mrs. Lorran Depner plays at the home volleyball match Oct. 
18. Landon Jamison on trombone and Carter Morgan on 
saxophone are pictured above.

Derek Brownell and Keton Linquist are members 
of the trumpet section.

CHS Pep Band members Will Patterson and Willie Johnson play 
their trumpets before senior night for the CHS volleyball team.

Hailey Alzheimer plays her saxophone in Pep Band.

CHS Pep Band CHS photos
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English 10

CHS photos

Junior high distance learning

English 10 students Robby Lesofsky, left, and Blair Smith work on a writing 
assignment in which they use their Chromebook to finish a daily writing 
prompt and work on a required essay for teacher Mrs. Callee Peebles.

English teacher Shayla Smith gets her 
Google classroom set for her eighth-
grade English session.

Shellie Mellinger, a Title I paraprofessional for 
the junior high, checks the Study Skills class 
progress on Edgenuity for that week’s grades.

CHS photos
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Junior varsity spikers
(Above) in a home junior varsity volleyball match, Kylie Kovatch 
(5) sets the ball for Ceanna Leys (3) as Olivia Lightner (8) and 
Lily Heiberg (12) are poised to help. (Below) as setter Ella Peach 
watches, Lily Heiberg stretches out for a kill attempt and Kylie 
Kovatch is ready to help.

CHS photos

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2021

No school Nov. 24-26, 2021

From Choteau Public Schools

Nov. 7Nov. 7

Don’t forget ... 

... Set your clocks back


