
Choteau to welcome back students on Aug. 25

 Another school year is ap-
proaching all too quickly. I am 
looking forward to our children 
and young adults filling our hall-
ways and classrooms on Aug. 25 
for the 2021-22 school year. The 
summer always goes by way too 
fast! It seems like just yesterday 
that we were sending the kids off 
for the summer. I hope families 
were able to spend some qual-
ity time together and enjoy all 
there is to offer around Choteau, 
around our state or around the 
country. I know the kids start to 
get excited to see their friends 
and the prospects of a new school 
year. 
 We have some new staff in 
our school this year. Anita Hauff 
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will be our new K-12 counselor. 
Anita comes from Billings and 
has lots of experience working 
in the counseling field and this 
is her first school counseling 
position. Amanda Cornelius will 
be joining the elementary staff 
as a second-grade teacher. Mrs. 
Cornelius and her husband Matt 
moved from Wyoming to live 
and work in our community. Mr. 
Cornelius will be teaching in our 

science department. 
 Tori Pletan will teach third 
grade this year. Mrs. Pletan 
worked last year as one of our 
distance learning teachers, and 
she finished the year substituting 
for a maternity leave. She has 
also been a paraprofessional in 
the Title I program.
 Dana Benge will be teach-
ing sixth grade this year in the 
elementary. Mrs. Benge has most 
recently been teaching in Idaho. 
She has earned her doctorate 
degree in English and will be 
working closely with Ms. Karen 
Crawford this year.
 Leanne Merja will be taking 
over for Mr. Craig Tucker in 
our math department. Leanne 
is a long-time resident of our 
community and has been teach-
ing math for a number of years. 
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Lisa Gunderson, our current K-6 
special education teacher, will be 
our K-12 lead special education 
teacher.
 In addition to new teaching 
positions, we have added some 
new paraprofessional educators 
to our staff. Mr. Kent Depner and 
Mrs. Janie Zwerneman will be 
working in the junior high/high 
school special education room. 
Mr. Dustin Lobdell will once 
again work in the elementary 
school with our third graders 
this year. Mr. Josef Polivka, 
who has substitute taught for the 
district, will also be joining the 
elementary staff. Mrs. Denise 
Zickefoose, who is new to our 
community from Wyoming, 
will also work in the elementary 
school. A big “Welcome” to all 
of our new staff!

New cell phone rules in effect for 7-12th graders 

 Last May, in our monthly 
newsletter, I spoke about the 
challenges we face in the school 
with academic focus and our 
commitment to preparing stu-
dents for their adult lives as 
well as the world of work. In 
our reflection as a staff about 
what we can do to continue to 
improve the school environment 
and the learning experiences for 
students, we are taking the stu-
dent cell phones and other smart 
devices out of the classroom 
completely this school year.
 During this pandemic and es-
pecially during the shutdown in 
March 2020, we have seen a rise 
in students struggling with cell 
phone and social media addictive 
behaviors. During the day, stu-

dents use SnapChat, Instagram 
and countless other apps which 
are designed to suck them into a 
digital world that really has little 
positive effect to offer them in 
their real lives.
 Because of the worry over 
spreading of the virus and other 
“germs,” we stopped using the 
pockets in the classrooms for 
cell phone storage. We have 
tried some flat surfaces to have 

students place phones, asking 
students to keep them in their 
backpacks, or place them on 
the desk near them … but the 
struggle for keeping kids off their 
phones during school hours has 
become a real problem. I feel we 
are losing a battle that should not 
even exist. 
 The resources I have shared 
over the past two years with 
parents all point to a real social 
problem, a real possible technol-
ogy addiction and a potential for 
a lifetime of struggle to cope in 
the real world.
 In a recent mailing, where the 
student schedules were sent to 
families, I inserted two excerpts 
from the student handbook. I 
included our new cell phone 
structures. In short, high school 
students will be expected to 
keep their cell phones in their 
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locker during the class periods 
as well as their smart watches, 
blue tooth ear buds and other 
personal electronic devices.
 Junior high students will have 
even more structure. Junior high 
students’ cell phones will be in 
a cell phone locker system and 
stored under lock and key in the 
school vault. We did consider 
a ban altogether of phones at 
school, but with the miles that 
many kids travel to come to 
school and the busy schedules 
our families have, we felt strong-
ly that the students need their 
phones before and after school 
as well as when traveling with 
any extracurricular activities. 
 Bottom line, students need 
to respect our school rules and 
structures. We have a three-strike 
system. When students have the 

See DEVICES on Page 2
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It’s back to school we go on Aug. 28
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 Families with new students 
in the junior high or high school 
should contact the school to 
schedule an appointment to 
register their children for classes. 
Please call high school secretary 
Michaela Zwerneman as soon 
as possible at 406-466-5303 to 
schedule an appointment. 

Welcome back, students, staff, families

“third” cell phone violation, the 
personal cell phone is banned 
from school for the rest of the 
semester. Please remind your 
child what you expect as well. In 
reality, students may not need a 
cell phone at school. This might 
be something you consider.
 Thank you, parents, for your 
ongoing support. These past two 
school years have been a collec-
tion of struggles for everyone, all 
ages. You have my word that we 
are trying to do what we feel is 
best to continue to offer a high-
quality instructional program to 
allow your child to grow into a 
well-educated citizen.

Devices, cont.
from page 1
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 Welcome back to all our stu-
dents, staff, families and commu-
nity members! We are prepared 
for a strong start to a new school 
y e a r . 
We are 
b r i n g -
ing  on 
s e v e r a l 
new staff 
members 
in the ju-
nior high 
and high 
s c h o o l 
and are 
welcom-
ing many new students as well. I 
look forward to seeing each of the 
students at the open house “Back 
to School Night” on Tuesday, 
Aug. 24, from 5 to 8 p.m. This 

is the evening before our first 
day of school and quite informal. 
Students and parents can “walk 
their schedule” and meet each 
staff member so that the first day 
of school on Wednesday, Aug. 
25, will be easier. If students 
would like to leave any school 
supplies in their assigned locker 
that evening, they are encouraged 
to do so.
 On Wednesday, Aug. 25, the 
students are welcome to come 
into the school at 8:20 a.m. to 

be near their locker and talk to 
peers. Breakfast will be available 
at 8 a.m. in the high school office 
area. 
 Our high school students will 
start their day in the auditorium, 
where I will welcome them and 
offer an expectations briefing. 
At 8:30 a.m., the seventh-grade 
students will report to their ad-
viser’s class (Mrs. Leanne Merja) 
and the eighth graders will report 
to Ms. Payge DeLaurenti’s class 
to start their day in a smaller 

group before they head to the 
auditorium for their principal’s 
welcome shortly after 9 a.m.
 High school students will 
go to their advisers’ room after 
the principal’s welcome to host 
a class meeting, elect class of-
ficers and begin the planning 
for homecoming. After the class 
meetings, the students will have 
a modified seven-period day, 
regularly scheduled lunch and 
finish the day at 2:30 p.m. Our 
first day of school is always 
an early release. I will email a 
“first day of school” schedule 
to families and students before 
school starts. 
 Student computers will be 
issued through the first period 
teacher’s class on Thursday and 
Friday, Aug. 26 and 27. Similar 
to last school year, every student 
in grades 7-12 will have an as-
signed school issued computer 
or Chromebook for their school 
use. This computer is welcome 
to travel back and forth to school 
each day and is expected to be 
charged and ready for action in 
classes. Because we now have 
excellent technology access for 
each student, we are making 
some changes in how student 
personal cell phones and other 
smart devices are handled. I en-
courage parents to discuss these 
changes with their students.
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Seamless Summer program offers free meals

Free and Reduced-Price Meals
 Choteau Public Schools, participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture National School Lunch Program and School 
Breakfast Program’s Seamless Summer program, is offering free meals for all children 0-18 in the district for the 2021-22 school year. 
However, parents who plan to request the school to waive the “pay to play” fees for their children should fill out the Free and Reduced 
Cost application, which will be sent home with all students. Here is the federal income eligibility chart for this school  year:

Federal Eligibility Income Chart for School Year 2021-22
Free/Reduced Price School Meal Application Income Guidelines

Household 
Size 

Annual Monthly Twice
a Month

Every Two
Weeks

Weekly

1 $23,828 $1,986 $993 $917 $459

2 $32,227 $2,686 $1,343 $1,240 $620

3 $40,626 $3,386 $1,693 $1,563 $782

4 $49,025 $4,086 $2,043 $1,886 $943

5 $57,424 $4,786 $2,393 $2,209 $1,105

6 $65,823 $5,486 $2,743 $2,532 $1,266

7 $74,222 $6,186 $3,093 $2,855 $1,428

8 $82,621 $6,886 $3,443 $3,178 $1,589

For each addition-
al family member 
add: 

+$8,339 +$700 +$350 +$324 +$162

 Application forms will be sent to each home with a letter to parents or guardians. To apply for free or reduced-price meals, parents or guardians must 
fill out the application and return it to the school. Applications may be submitted at any time during the year. Households will be notified of eligibility 
determination. At any time during the school year, program officials may verify an application. Households dissatisfied with the ruling of the officials 
have the right to a fair hearing. This may be done by calling or writing to: Choteau Public Schools Superintendent Chuck Gameon, 204 7th Ave. NW, 
Choteau, MT 59422, 406-466-5303.
 In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agen-
cies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
 Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have 
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available 
in languages other than English.
 To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.
ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form.
 To request a copy of the complaint form, call (566) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or (2) Fax: (202) 690-
7442; or (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider.

 Choteau Public Schools 
serves breakfast and hot lunch 
each day for students and faculty 
through the USDA’s Food Nutri-
tion Program and the local Beef 
to Classroom program.
 Cathy Campbell returns as 
the head cook with assistant 
cook Cheryl Gertge, kitchen 
aides Dodie Sekora and Hope 
Linquist and head dishwasher 
Meade McCormick.
 This school year, under the 
“Seamless Summer” federal 

school nutrition 
program, meals 
will be free to 
all children, 0 to 
18, in the school 
district. Parents 
who wish to ar-
range for meals for 
children who are 
not in school should contact CES 
Administrative Assistant Julie 
Shepherd at 406-466-5364. The 
USDA School Nutrition Program 
“Free and Reduced Cost Meals” 

applications are 
not required for 
families to fill out 
to receive free 
meals.
 Choteau Pub-
lic Schools, how-
ever, will still need 
families to fill out 

the Free and Reduced Cost meals 
application if the family plans to 
request the school to waive the 
“pay to play” fees if they qualify 
under the guidelines listed in the 

Choteau High School and Junior 
High School handbook.
 The cost of meals for adults 
will be: 
 •Breakfast — $2.75.
 •Lunch — $4.50.
 •Extra milk — $.45 per car-
ton.
 Applications for free and 
reduced-cost meals will be sent 
home the first day of school or 
parents/guardians may pick up 
the applications at either school 
office starting Aug. 9.
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Choteau Elementary Supply Lists 2021-2022

Thank you for labeling ALL supplies prior to the start of school.

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade

❏ Headphones
❏ Crayons (2

boxes of 24)
❏ Colored pencils

(12 pack)
❏ Plastic Supply

box
❏ 2 spiral bound

notebooks
❏ 6+ glue sticks
❏ Highlighters-

2 colors
❏ Dishwasher

safe water
bottle

❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack
❏ Disinfecting

wipes (x2)

❏ Headphones
❏ Crayons (2

boxes of 24)
❏ Scissors
❏ Mechanical

Pencils/lead
refills

❏ 4 fabric zipper
binder
pouches (no
plastic)

❏ 2 spiral bound
notebooks

❏ 6+ glue sticks
❏ Small black

expo markers
❏ Highlighter

pack 4 colors
❏ Dishwasher

safe water
bottle

❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack

❏ Headphones
❏ Crayons (no

more than 48)
❏ Colored

Pencils
❏ Scissors
❏ 24+ Pencils
❏ 1.5” Binder

(white/solid
colored)

❏ 4 fabric zipper
binder
pouches (not
plastic)

❏ 2 wide width
notebooks

❏ 6+ glue sticks
❏ Small black

expo markers
❏ Highlighter

pack
❏ Dishwasher

safe water
bottle

❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack

❏ Headphones
(no earbuds)

❏ Pencil box
❏ Crayons ( no

more than 48)
❏ Colored

pencils
❏ Scissors
❏ 24+ Pencils
❏ 1.5” Binder

(white/solid
colored)

❏ 2 fabric
zipper binder
pouches (no
plastic)

❏ 2 composition
notebooks

❏ 6+ glue sticks
❏ Small black

expo markers
❏ Dishwasher

safe water
bottle

❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack

Optional donations:
blank notecards, large colored expo markers, colored post-it notes

Back to School night set for Aug. 24, 5-8 p.m.
 Choteau Public Schools Back to School 
Night this year will be a little different from 
previous years. The first change is the date: 
Back to School Night is on Tuesday, Aug. 
24, which is before school starts on Aug. 25.
 The second change is the structure for the 
night; we will not be offering specific, timed 
presentations. Parents may visit their child’s 
classroom between 5 and 8 p.m. Teachers 
will have any information for parents in a 

printed format so they can give it to parents 
during their visit to the classroom. Students 
will be able to put all of their supplies in their 
lockers and can even get a copy of their class 
schedules.
 Please let us know if you have any ques-
tions in regard to our Back to School Night 
on Aug. 24. Parents can reach the high school 
office at 406-466-5303 or the elementary 
office at 406-466-5364.
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Fourth Grade Fifth Grade Fifth/Sixth Combo

❏ Small pencil box  (no
bigger than 8.5 in by
5.5 in)

❏ Colored pencils or
crayons

❏ Scissors
❏ 24 #2 (Tri-Conderoga)

pencils
❏ 4 pack highlighters

(pink, yellow, green,
blue)

❏ 4 black fine tip Expo
markers

❏ 8-10 glue sticks
❏ 1 package wide-ruled

loose leaf paper
❏ 2 Cloth 3-ring binder

zipper pouch
❏ Large eraser or pencil

top erasers
❏ 1  3-subject spiral

notebook
❏ 1 2-pocket heavyweight

plastic folder
❏ 1 package of small

lined index cards
❏ PE shoes
❏ Backpack
❏ Dishwasher safe water

bottle with lid
❏ Headphones
❏ Assignment book (buy

at school)
❏ 2 large containers of

Clorox Wipes

❏ Headphones
❏ Assignment book ($4

purchased at
elementary school
office)

❏ Supply box (no bigger
than 8.5 in by 5.5 in)

❏ Colored pencils
❏ Scissors
❏ 24 Pencils
❏ 6 glue sticks
❏ 5 Small black expo

markers
❏ Ruler
❏ Inexpensive basic

calculator
❏ Dishwasher safe water

bottle
❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack
❏ Kleenex Box
❏ One new or used book

to donate to the
classroom library

❏ Headphones
❏ Assignment book

(purchased at the office)
❏ Supply box (no bigger

than 8.5 in by 5.5 in)
❏ Colored pencils
❏ markers
❏ Scissors
❏ 24 Pencils
❏ 3 packs of lined theme

paper
❏ 1 composition notebook
❏ 2 glue sticks
❏ 6 Small black expo

markers
❏ 2 2 pocket folders
❏ Ruler
❏ Inexpensive calculator
❏ Dishwasher safe water

bottle
❏ Deck of playing cards
❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack
❏ One new or used book

to donate to the
classroom library

❏ Kleenex Box

Sixth Grade

❏ Headphones

❏ Assignment book (purchased at
the office)

❏ Supply box (no bigger than 8.5 in
by 5.5 in)

❏ Colored pencils
❏ Scissors
❏ 24 Pencils
❏ 2 packs of lined theme paper
❏ 1 composition notebook
❏ 4 glue sticks

❏ 6 Small black expo markers
❏ Pink highlighter
❏ Green highlighter
❏ Yellow highlighter
❏ Ruler
❏ Inexpensive calculator
❏ Dishwasher safe water bottle
❏ PE Shoes
❏ Backpack

Choteau Elementary Supply List for 2021-2022 School Year
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 Feeding our students high quality meals that are nutritious and delicious is our top priority. 
Choteau Public Schools menus are built to support the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 
and use recipes that taste great and are lower in fat, saturated fat, trans fats, cholesterol and 
sodium and provide whole grains, fruits, vegetables and age-appropriate portions.
 We analyze our recipes for nutrient content and food components into nutrient-standard 
or food-based menu planning that comply with child nutrition guidelines for the National 
School Breakfast and Lunch Programs. Our Balanced Choices Meal Program is a guidance 
system to assist students in making the most nutritious parameters and is highlighted in the 
serving line.

School Food Service Quality Statement

Research shows link between 
under-nutrition and learning
 New research shows that even mild under-nutrition can prevent learning. Mal-
nutrition can even affect learning before slowing down growth. 
 Here are some facts about poor nutrition and learning:
 •Under-nutrition increases how often and how long a child may be sick. In ad-
dition to being absent from school, illness limits learning as sick children do not 
interact well with others. 
 •Under-nourished children lack things that make healthy children successful. 
Poorly nourished children tend to be less physically active, less curious, less at-
tentive, less independent, less responsive socially, and more anxious. These traits 
keep them from developing reading, verbal, and physical skills, among others. 
 •Iron deficiency and anemia occur among large numbers of children. Anemic 
children do not do as well on math, reading, vocabulary, problem-solving, or psy-
chological tests. Even mild iron deficiency causes fatigue and a shortened attention 
span. 
 •Feeling hungry, perhaps from missed meals, affects learning. Hungry children 
tend to be irritable, disinterested in learning, nervous, timid, passive, and unable 
to concentrate.

 Please understand that students are 
NOT to bring weapons onto school 
property. There are potentially serious 
consequences, including expulsion, for 
those who ignore this regulation. 
 Please explain to your children the 
seriousness of bringing any weapon onto 
school property. Thank you.

Weapons prohibited

School accepting 
sub applications
 Applications to substitute teach in 
the Choteau Schools are now being ac-
cepted. Those interested should call the 
high school office, 406-466-5303, for an 
application form. 
 Those who have substituted for 
Choteau Schools in the past do NOT 
need to reapply, but school administrators 
would appreciate a call from returning 
substitutes confirming their interest to 
continue substituting this coming school 
year.

 No student, staff member, school visi-
tor or person/group using or renting school 
property is permitted to smoke, chew or 
“vape” or possess tobacco products or 
other nicotine-related products such as 
e-cigarettes on school property. 
 This includes any building, facility, or 
vehicle owned, leased, rented or charted 
by the district; school grounds, athletic 
grounds, or parking lots; or any school-
sponsored event off campus. 
 In addition, no student is permitted to 
possess a tobacco product or other nico-
tine-related products such as e-cigarettes. 
This tobacco-free policy is in effect 24/7.
 An exception exists when tobacco is 
used as part of approved classroom in-
struction or an American Indian cultural 
activity.

Choteau campus 
is tobacco free

Your child may be eligible 
for free health insurance.

 The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) Plan offers low-cost or free health 
coverage for children up to age 19. The Office of Public Assistance can 
help you determine whether your family is eligible for this program 
and help you sign up. Please call 1-888-706-1535 to learn more about 
the HMK benefits and for help filling out an application. You can also 
apply online at apply.mt.gov.
 If the gross income for your family (including adults and chil-
dren) is anywhere from $45,468 per year for two members up to 
$149,256 per year for 10 members, please call. Montana Healthy 
Kids Program may be able to help pay for your child’s healthcare.

Learn more about the Healthy Montana Kids 
insurance program at www.hmk.mt.gov.

http://apply.mt.gov
http://www.hmk.mt.gov
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 The 2020-21 elementary/junior high yearbook will be available 
in September. If you already ordered one either directly through the 
school or online, you will be able to pick it up at the elementary 
office. 
 If you have not ordered one, you still can by emailing Mrs. 
Shepherd at julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net or by order-
ing online. To order online, go to the Choteau Schools website at 
choteauschools.net, hover over elementary and a drop item that 
says order your yearbook will pop up. 
 The books are $25. The school also has a limited number of last 
year’s yearbooks available for $10 each.

It’s not too late to order your
2020-21 CES/JH yearbook

 Choteau Public School route buses will run approximately on the same time schedules 
as last year.
 Children are expected to be at their bus stop at least five to 10 minutes before the posted 
time on the schedule. Tentative bus route schedules will be mailed to each family. If you 
do not receive a tentative schedule and your children ride a bus, please contact Clerk Patty 
Mellinger at 406-466-5303. Also if you are new to the district and need to be added to one 
of the bus routes, please call the school at 406-466-5303.
 LOADING AND UNLOADING: For safety reasons, private vehicles dropping off 
or picking up children should be cognizant that the marked area along Seventh Avenue 
Northwest is designated for school buses only to unload and load children.
 PASSING SCHOOL BUSES: Passing a bus when it is loading or unloading children 
is a violation of the law. This continues to be an issue every year. Bus drivers are legally 
bound to report passing violations to local law enforcement agencies. Please, for the safety 
of all the children, do not pass a school bus that is stopped or preparing to stop. School 
buses are to put on their amber flashing lights before making a stop, followed by flashing 
red lights. When the red lights are flashing, you are required to stop in your lane of traffic. 
Thank you for your care, understanding and cooperation.

School Bus News Pay woods classes
registration fees
 Students registered for woods classes 
must pay a fee for materials. This fee must be 
paid before the start 
of school and will 
help cover the cost 
of the project your 
child will complete. 
 The fees are as 
follows: Junior High Woods, $10; Beginning 
Woods, $70; and Advanced Woods, $50. 
 If your child chooses a project that requires 
more materials, you will be billed the differ-
ence between the fee and the final cost.
 Please contact the high school office, 406-
466-5303, to find out whether your student 
has a class that requires a fee.

Role modeling healthy
behavior helps our

students be tobacco free.

BACK TO SCHOOL REMINDER
Montana law prohibits

the use of all forms
of tobacco

on school property.

 The Choteau Booster Club raises funds 
to support resources that enhance and enrich 
academic, sports and other extracurricular ex-
periences of students and faculty of Choteau 
Public Schools. The club strives to promote 
sportsmanship, leadership, teamwork and a 
strong work ethic both on the field and court 
and in the classroom.
 Booster Club encourages parents, com-
munity members and businesses to consider 
joining for the 2021-22 school year as a 
Choteau Booster Club member. Thank you 
to our current and past members for helping 
the club have a presence in Choteau schools 
so it can better support K-12 students and 
staff. Membership applications for the new 
school year are going out to past members 
this month.
 Several membership options are available, 
and this year the club is offering members 

an option to purchase a Bulldog flag.
 Here are just some of the many items 
Booster Club has funded in the past: wrestling 
warm-ups and uniforms, Paraprofessional 
Week, girls basketball warm-ups, Dawg 
House prizes, Hud’l subscription, Ag in Color 
contest, track tent and the K-12 Teacher and 

Staff Appreciation Week (which Booster 
Club will sponsor entirely going forward).
 Items that the Boosters are considering 
helping with include an outdoor public ad-
dress system on the football field and track 
and tennis court resurfacing.
 Booster Club meets on the second Monday 
of each month during the school year, start-
ing in September. The next meeting will be 
Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. at Copper Creek Coffee. 
 Current Booster Club leadership includes 
President Breanna Lobdell, 406-925-2049; 
Treasurer Christina McCollom, 406-590-
2443; Secretary Dawn Gunderson/Shelly 
Capps, 406-788-4207. New officers will be 
elected at the September meeting.
 You can reach the club via email at 
choteauboosterclub@gmail.com and find the 
club’s website at http://choteauboosterclub.
weebly.com.

Choteau Booster Club welcomes you to join

mailto:julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net
http://choteauschools.net/
mailto:choteauboosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:http://choteauboosterclub.weebly.com
mailto:http://choteauboosterclub.weebly.com
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CHS School supply list for JH/HS students

Suggested School Supply List
Fall 2021

5-6 Single subject spiral notebooks
5-6 Plastic two pocket folders
20 #2 Pencils or #2 Mechanical pencils (extra lead)
1 Large eraser
1 Pkg colored pencils (8-12 colors)
2 Highlighters (yellow or pink)
2 Pens (black or blue ink)
Zipper type pouch to store pencils/pens to carry from class to class
1 Personal set of earbuds/earphones compatible with Chromebook (not bluetooth)
1 Package loose leaf paper (100 sheets)
1 12” ruler (with centimeters on one edge)
1 Package of 3 x 5 notecards
Backpack
Personal water bottle, clear if possible
PE shoes for JH students, Freshmen and any upper level students taking a PE course
PE Clothing appropriate for PE for same group

Information:
1. Three ring binders are not needed.
2. We are suggesting that there be a spiral and pocket folder for each class, these can be

color coordinated if you wish.
3. Chromebooks (laptop computers) will be provided to each student if needed, this will

take place the first week of school.
4. Extra supplies can be stored in the locker of course.
5. Clear water bottle is suggested if possible, as only water is allowed in classrooms and it

is easier to monitor if clear.

Optional:
2 Boxes of tissues
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Emergency Procedures
Choteau School District

CHOTEAU PUBLIC SCHOOLS
CHOTEAU, MONTANA

TO: All Parents and/or Guardians of Choteau Public School Students
FROM: Chuck Gameon, Superintendent of Schools
RE: Emergency Procedures for School District No. 1

School District No. 1 is constantly striving to develop emergency procedures designed to minimize danger 
to anyone occupying its school should an emergency occur. Our main objective is to attend to the health 
and welfare of your child/children in the event of an emergency to see that he/she gets home safely by 
walking, bus, or by transportation provided by parents.

It is impossible to foresee all the potential emergencies, but we have researched the most effective way 
to use our resources to respond immediately to those emergencies that cannot be avoided. Any disaster 
will disrupt the “normal” way of doing things. It will cause inconvenience to all of us. The responsibilities 
are shared by school personnel and you as parents.

IN MOST EMERGENCIES YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN WILL REMAIN AND BE CARED FOR AT THE 
SCHOOL HE/SHE ATTENDS. In the rare event of an emergency affecting the school your child attends 
that prohibits re-entry to the building (such as a broken gas line, a fire, or a sudden loss of utilities in bad 
weather), students and staff will be evacuated immediately to an alternate site. 

We ask you to follow this procedure if you hear RUMORS of any school emergency:

1. Turn on your radio. We will keep the media accurately informed of any emergency.

2. Please do not telephone the school. We have limited phone lines. These MUST be used to respond 
to the emergency. 

3. Please do not come to the school unless requested to pick up your child at school. 

Any emergency involving your child’s school may mean emergency vehicles and disaster workers must 
be able to get to the building.

School Messenger will also be utilized in the event of an emergency. School Messenger will contact you 
with a text message, a phone call, or an email informing you of the appropriate actions needed in the 
event of an emergency.

If “School” must be evacuated during regular school hours, the primary alternative site that your child 
would be taken to and cared for is at: Choteau Baptist Church, 211 Second N.W.; phone: 466-2902

Stay tuned to KSEN-AM (1150) and KMON-AM (560) radio stations for updated, accurate reports and 
information provided by the school district administration about when and where to pick up your child.

PLEASE KEEP THIS INFORMATION ACCESSIBLE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

Emergency Management Plan
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 Just a reminder, Choteau Schools has 
a Board policy that addresses dispensing 
medication to students. Please ask for a 
copy at either of the school offices. A 
portion of the policy is described below:
 Medication will be brought to the ap-
propriate office by a responsible adult.
 Medication will be properly packaged 
with original pharmacy labels.
 Medication will be accompanied by an 
authorization signed by the prescribing 
physician or dentist as well by the parent/
guardian. 
 Your cooperation is appreciated in 
order to ensure the safety of your children 
who are in need of prescription medica-
tions.

Student immunization requirements
 Under the Montana Immunization Law, 
children may not attend (enroll in) school un-
less the school receives adequate documen-
tation of immunization and the appropriate 
schedule for: diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, 
polio, measles, rubella, mumps and varicella 
(chickenpox) vaccines.  Students can exempt 
for medical reasons (written medical proof 

 Parents, please provide the school with 
your current email address. Also, if you 
have had any changes in your current 
phone numbers, place of work, address 
or emergency contact persons, please 
let the office know so Choteau Public 
Schools can properly update your records 
and contact information regarding your 
children. You may email the information 
to julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net or 
michaela.zwerneman@choteauschools.
net or you may call the elementary office 
at 406-466-5364 or the high school office 
at 406-466-5303.

Update email,
contact information

Prescription
meds policy

required) or for religious beliefs (completion 
of state release forms required).
 Please call the Teton County Public Health 
Department at 406-466-2562 or the school 
district at 406-466-5303 or 406-466-5364 if 
you have any questions. The chart below has 
some helpful guides for current immunization 
requirements.

VACCINE TOTAL NUMBER ADDITIONAL DOSES
P olio 3 doses, and At least 1 dose after the 4th 

birthday
DTaP 4 doses, and One dose must be given 

after the 4th birthday
Tdap 1 dose Prior to entering the 7th 

grade, a pupil must receive a 
dose of Tdap. This schedule 
applies to pupils who have 
completed the prior 4 doses 
listed above.

MMR 2 doses Dose 1 on or after the 1st 
birthday and dose 2 prior to 
kindergarten entry (1st grade 
in schools without K).

Varicella
(chickenpox)

2 doses Dose 1 on or after the 1st 
birthday and dose 2 prior to 
kindergarten entry. Docu-
mentation from a physician 
of chickenpox illness can 
be accepted in lieu of the 
vaccine or lab-confirmed 
immunity.

CJHS, HS charges participation fees
 The Choteau Public Schools Board of Trustees has approved a participation fee for all 
extracurricular/co-curricular activities with the exception of band/pep band. Students must 
pay $25 per activity with a cap of $50 per family per year.
 Junior high students must pay $15 per activity with a cap of $30 per family per year. All 
activities fees must be paid before a student will be allowed to participate in an activity. 
All families that qualify for free and reduced lunch will not have to pay any participation 
fees. Scholarships will be available for students and families to apply for if the participa-
tion fees are a hardship. Students will also have the opportunity to work concessions for 
an event to pay for their participation fees if the scholarship money is unavailable.

Help Sponsor CHS Track

Call Supt. Chuck Gameon, 406-466-5303, to reserve your sign space this fall.

Choteau Public Schools is now selling advertising 
sponsorships to raise money for future maintenance 
of the all-weather track on the CHS campus. You can 
help keep this track in good shape for future students 
and community members by advertising your business 
or family on a double-sided sign that will be displayed 
on the track perimeter fence. The cost of an annual 
sign contract is $250.

 Choteau Schools must comply with 
the Missing Children’s Act, which was 
enacted to help prevent a child from 
coming up missing. Any time a student 
is absent from school, the parent is 
asked to notify the school by 9:30 a.m. 
(elementary, 406-466-5364; junior high 
and high school, 406-466-5303). A note 
must be sent to the school with your child 
upon his/her return to school stating the 
reason for the absence. If a note is not 
sent, your child will receive an unex-
cused absence until such time as a note 
is brought in explaining the absence. If 
parents don’t notify the school, school 
staff will call them.  Parents are asked 
to cooperate; cooperation is the key to 
having a successful program.

Please, report
student absences
promptly

mailto:julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net
mailto:michaela.zwerneman@choteauschools.net
mailto:michaela.zwerneman@choteauschools.net


CPS NEWSLETTER PAGE 11

Football practice starts Aug. 13
 Choteau High School football will begin with two-a-day practices 
on Friday, Aug. 13, with practices at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday 
practices will be included on Aug. 14 and 21.
 Players should bring their own water bottle for 
use. Head coach Lucas Gunderson will be assisted 
by Dan Yeager and Chad Peebles.
 All participants must have a physical and concus-
sion form filled out by parents and athletes before 
they can participate. The forms can be turned into the coaches or 
the high school office.
 A parent meeting will take place the following week. Please call 
or text Coach Gunderson at 406-788-6001 for more information.CHS spikers start Aug. 13

 Choteau High School volleyball will begin with 
two-a-day practices on Friday, Aug. 13. The practices 
will be from 7 to 9 a.m. and from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Head coach Ann Funk will be assisted by Carla May. Coach Funk 
can be reached at the school at 406-466-5303 or at home at 406-
466-2229. Coach May can be reached at home at 406-466-2688.

 Choteau junior high school football for grades six through eight 
will start on Monday, Aug. 23, at 4 p.m. outside the weight room/
track concessions area. Head coach Dustin Lobdell and assistant 
coach Clint Buck will begin with a meeting and then continue with 
equipment handout. 
 There will be a meeting for parents on the same day at 6:30 p.m. 
at the football field. Coaches will discuss the schedule, expectations, 
rules and any safety measures the team may need to 
adhere to.
 All players are required to have a physical exami-
nation before participation. Players must bring their 
signed physical form and concussion form to the first 
day of practice, or turn the forms in to the high school office before 
Aug. 23. These forms can be picked up at the high school office.
 Only seventh-grade students and any new incoming eighth grad-
ers will need to complete computer-based concussion testing before 
beginning practice. Baseline concussion tests should be scheduled 
and completed at the high school office, 406-466-5303.
 Players should contact Coach Lobdell with any questions or 
concerns at dustin.lobdell@choteauschools.net or via cell at 206-
769-6529.
 Scheduled games are: Sept. 3, home v. Belt, 4:30 p.m.; Sept. 10, 
at Cascade, 4:30 p.m.; Sept. 18, at GFCC, 10 a.m.; Sept. 24, home 
v. Rocky Boy, 4:30 p.m.; Oct. 1, at Fort Benton, 4:30 p.m.; Oct. 8, 
home v. Chinook, 4:30 p.m.

■ Junior high football

2021 Schedule
Varsity

Fri., Aug. 13 ..................Practice begins ............................... 6 a.m.
Fri., Sept. 3 .......................Belt/home .................................. 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 10 ................. Cascade/away .............................. 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 18 ................... GFCC/away ................................ 2 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 24 ........Rocky Boy (Homecoming) ..................... 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 1 ...................Fort Benton/away ............................ 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 8 ..................... Chinook/home ............................... 7 p.m.
Oct. 15-16 .....................Seeded playoff .................................. TBA
Oct. 22-23 ......................Open playoffs ................................... TBA
Sat., Oct. 30...............First round playoffs  .............................. TBA
Sat., Nov. 6 .....................Quarterfinals .................................... TBA
Sat., Nov. 13 .....................Semifinals ...................................... TBA
Sat., Nov. 20 ............. State championship .............................. TBA

Junior Varsity
Mon., Aug. 30 ............... Chinook/home .......................... 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 7 ................... Belt/away ............................. 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 13 ..............Cascade/home ......................... 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 20. ...............Simms/away ........................... 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 4 ................Fort Benton/home ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 11 .................Chinook/away .......................... 4:30 p.m.

2021 Schedule
Fri., Aug. 13  ................. Practice starts  ................................7 a.m.
Thurs., Aug. 26 .........JV Jamboree/home ......................12:30 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 27 ......... Preseason Tourney/home ........................9 a.m.
Sat., Aug. 28 ........ Preseason Tourney/home ...................8:30 a.m.
Thurs., Sept. 2 .............. Fairfield/away ..............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Sept. 4 ................Rocky Boy/home .................2 p.m./+20/+20
Thurs., Sept. 9 ...............Conrad/home ...............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Sept. 11 ...... Manhattan Christian/home .........2 p.m./+20/+20
Thurs., Sept. 16 ........... Cut Bank/away .............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Sept. 18 .................Shelby/home ....................2 p.m./+20/+20
Thurs., Sept. 23 ... Townsend (Homecoming) .....4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Sept. 25 .......Midseason Tourney/home ...........................TBA
Sat., Oct. 2.............Jefferson Tourney/away .............................TBA
Thurs., Oct. 7 .............. Rocky Boy/away ............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Oct. 9...................Townsend/away ................10 a.m./+20/+20
Sat., Oct. 9...........Manhattan Christian/away ..........4 p.m./+20/+20
Thurs., Oct 14 .............. Cut Bank/home .............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Tues., Oct. 19 ................ Shelby/away ...............4:15 p.m./+20/+20
Thurs., Oct. 21 .............. Fairfield/home ...................2 p.m./+20/+20
Sat., Oct. 23...................Conrad/away ....................2 p.m./+20/+20
Oct. 29-30  ................. District at Fairfield  ................................TBA
Nov. 4-6 .................. Divisional at Glasgow ..............................TBA
Nov. 11-13 ................. State at Bozeman .................................TBA

■ CHS Football

■ CHS Volleyball

 All Choteau High School and junior high athletes (including cheer 
squad) must have a sports physical before being allowed to practice. 
The sports physical form must be completed and signed by both the 
student athlete and the parent/guardian. Forms are available at the 
high school office and from most local medical providers. After the 
provider signs the form as well, students should turn them in at the 
high school office. 
 State law also requires student athletes and their parents or guard-
ians to sign a “concussion statement” form. The CHS office mailed 
those forms out to all student athletes, and that form must also be 
signed and turned in before students will be allowed to practice. 
The form is also available at the CHS office.

Athletes: 2 forms needed

■ Junior high girls basketball
 Choteau Public Schools’ junior high girls basketball program 
for girls in fifth through eighth grade will begin on Aug. 23, with 
practice at 6 p.m. in the Choteau Elementary School gym. Practices 
will be held daily from Aug. 23-27 at the CES gym.
 To participate, all girls must have had a physical exam 
and must complete the school’s concussion form. The forms 
are available from the high school office or from Coach 
Matt Cornelius. Junior high girls may participate in both 
tennis and basketball, as practices will be arranged to accommodate 
both sports. Parents and players wanting more information should 
email the coach at matt.cornelius@choteaschools.net. Head coach 
Cornelius will be assisted by Brynn Campbell.
 Scheduled games are: Sept. 2, home v. Fairfield, 4:30 p.m.; 
Sept. 4, home v. Rocky Boy, 2 p.m.; Sept. 9, at Conrad, 4:30 p.m.; 
Sept. 11, home v. Browning B, 10 a.m.; Sept. 18, at Havre, 10 a.m.; 
Sept. 23, home v. DeLaSalle, 4:30 p.m.; Sept. 25, at Browning A, 
10 a.m.; Oct. 2, home v. Shelby, Conrad, 10 a.m.; Oct. 9, seeding 
tournament; Oct. 16, Final Four tournament.

mailto:dustin.lobdell%40choteauschools.net?subject=
mailto:matt.cornelius%40choteaschools.net?subject=
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 Choteau Elementary School physical education teacher Mr. John 
Shepherd is conducting a shoe drive for the com-
ing school year. Please donate any tennis-type 
shoes that can be used for PE. Shoes may be 
new or used and should be in good condition. 
Students in need will use these shoes during PE 
until they get their own or school is out. They 
will then be returned and used again the next 
year.

Elementary PE shoe drive

 Choteau Public Schools’ junior high tennis, open to boys and 
girls in grades five through eight, will begin Aug. 18 at 4 p.m. at 
the school tennis courts. A meeting for parents will follow the first 
practice at 5:30 p.m.
 Coach Bre Lobdell will discuss the schedule, expectations, rules 
and what the season will look like. All participants are required to 
have a physical examination before participation. Players should 
bring their signed physical form and concussion form to the first 
day of practice, or turn them in to the high school office before Aug. 
18. These forms can be picked up at the high school office or any 
doctor’s office. 
 Players should come ready to practice in athletic 
clothing and tennis shoes and should bring plenty of 
water and a racket. The school has rackets available 
to players who do not have their own. 
 Practice will run from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for the major-
ity of the season and will adjust an hour earlier for 
early-out days. Athletes are encouraged to be on the courts by 3:45 
p.m. and ready to start drills by 4 p.m.
 The tennis program is working closely with the girls junior high 
basketball program so athletes have the option to participate in both 
with a balance of school, sports and home life.
 For more information, players and parents should contact Lobdell 
at 406-925-2049.
 Matches scheduled are: Sept. 7, home v. Conrad, 4 p.m.; Sept. 
13, at Fairfield, 4 p.m.; Sept. 20, home v. Cut Bank, TBA.

■ Junior high tennis

 Choteau Schools has a catastrophic insurance plan to cover students 
during the school day. All parents/guardians are to note this is 
not a health insurance policy. It is a supplemental accident insur-
ance policy only. Families are encouraged to carry separate health 
insurance for all family members to include school-aged children. 
This insurance is not intended to be a family health insurance plan. 
Under this catastrophic plan additional coverage may be purchased 
by individual families if so desired. If you have any questions, please 
call the high school office at 466-5303.

Catastrophic insurance plan

 You can watch Bulldog athletics all year long with a subscrip-
tion to the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) Network. 
NFHS live streams athletics all year and you can enjoy the events 
on your computer or device. You can also watch activities in an 
on-demand format if you can’t watch it live. Friends and family 
members who can’t make the game will never miss a play again. 
Subscription options for our Bulldog fans include the annual pass 
for $69.99/year or the monthly pass for $10.99/month. You can visit 
www.NFHSnetwork.com for subscription options. Just search for 
Choteau High School to subscribe and follow.

You can sign up to watch
Bulldogs sports online

 A student activity ticket is $50. An adult is $100 and a family of 
four or more can purchase an activity ticket for $200. Admission 
to a single event is $5 for a student and $7 for an adult. Activity 
tickets are good for all junior high and high school activities. Please 
keep your activity tickets and carry them with you as you will be 
required to show your ticket to be allowed into an event.

Student activity tickets required

 Throughout the school year, the District may release directory infor-
mation regarding students, limited to: student’s name, address, telephone 
listing, photograph, date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of 
attendance, grade level, enrollment status (e.g., undergraduate or graduate; 
full-time or part-time), participation in officially recognized activities and 
sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, degrees, honors and 
awards received, most recent educational agency or institution attended.
 Any parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student may prohibit the release 
of any or all of the above information by delivering written objection to 
the building principal within thirty (30) days of the date of this notice. No 
directory information will be released within this time period unless the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student are specifically informed otherwise.

Release of directory information

 The federal No Child Left Behind Act and the National Defense Autho-
rization Act of 2002 require high schools to provide to military recruiters, 
upon request, access to secondary school students’ directory information. 
In accordance with those Acts, military recruiters are entitled to receive 
the name, address, and telephone listing of students.  
 If you do not wish the Choteau School District to release your child’s 
name, address, and phone number, please stop by the high school office to 
fill out the proper form.
 This notice must be filed each year.

Notice of Release of Directory
Information to Military Recruiters

 1. Learning is a lifelong process full of successes and failures, which 
involves taking risks and making mistakes.
 2. All students can learn. They learn in different ways and at different 
rates and the use of a variety of instructional approaches is essential to 
enhance student learning. 
 3. The school is responsible to offer a well-rounded education for the 
whole child.
 4. High expectations of the teachers, staff, parents and students 
influence student achievement.
 5. Schools must provide a safe environment where everyone is treated 
with dignity and respect. 
 6. The school, parents, students and community share responsibility 
to work together for optimal educational success.

Choteau Schools Belief Statements

■ High school cheer
 Any Choteau High School students interested in being a part 
of the cheer team this fall should contact Coach Julie Shepherd as 
soon as possible. Students can reach Mrs. Shepherd by calling her 
at the CES office at 406-466-5364, on her cell phone at 406-590-
2734 or via email at julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net. Students 
planning to participate in cheer will need to meet requirements for 
baseline concussion testing and having a sports physical. Forms are 
available at the high school office. The first day of practice is Aug. 
13 at 4 p.m.

http://www.NFHSnetwork.com
mailto:julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net
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 On Oct. 22, 1986, President Ronald Reagan signed into law the 
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHER Public Law 
99-519). The law required the EPA to develop regulations, which 
provide a comprehensive framework for addressing asbestos prob-
lems in public and private elementary and secondary schools. On 
Oct. 30, 1987, EPA published the Asbestos Containing Materials in 
Schools Rule (40 CFR Part 763 Subpart E). This new law required 
all public and private elementary and secondary schools to inspect 
for friable and non-friable asbestos and to develop asbestos man-
agement plans that address hazards in school buildings. Inspections 
had to be completed so management plans could be developed and 
submitted to each state governor’s designee by Oct. 12, 1988. Our 
Inspection Report and Management Plan provides compliance 
with that requirement and forms a base from which to direct future 
asbestos-related activities. The Montana School Boards Associa-
tion conducted the inspections of all our buildings and developed 
our management plan. Based on the findings of their inspection, 
which was conducted in 1988, a comprehensive management plan 
was drafted. This plan details the response actions the district will 
be taking regarding asbestos-containing materials found in our 
buildings. This plan, which has been updated every three years, is 
available for inspection during regular working hours at the high 
school office located at 204 Seventh Ave. N.W., Choteau.

Asbestos Management Plan

 As required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1971, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Section 594 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Choteau School District #1 is com-
mitted to a program of equal opportunity for education employment, 
and participation in school activities without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, marital status, age, handicap or national origin.

Equal Education/Employment
Opportunity Policy  Choteau Public Schools provides all types of Special Education 

and 504 Services (resource room, self-contained speech therapy, 
home-bound and psychological services). By state and federal 
mandate, services will be provided for all handicapping conditions 
of students between the ages of 3 and 18, inclusive. If you have 
any questions, please contact Choteau Elementary Principal Chuck 
Gameon at 406-466-5364 or Grades 7-12 Principal Wendi Hammond 
at 406-466-5303.

Special Education & 504 Services

 Choteau Schools receives federal funds for Title I programs 
that are part of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 designed 
to provide tutorial assistance to students in the areas of math and 
language arts. You have the right to request information regarding 
the professional qualifications of your child’s classroom teacher(s). 
If you request this information, the district or school will provide 
you with the following as soon as possible:

A. if the teacher has met state licensing requirements for the grade 
level and subjects in which the teacher is providing instruction;

B. if state licensing requirements have been waived for the teacher 
on a temporary basis;

C. the type of college degree major of the teacher and the field of 
discipline for any graduate degree or certificate; and

D. if your child is receiving Title I services from paraprofessionals 
and if so, his/her qualifications.

 If you would like to request this information, please contact 
Choteau Elementary School Principal Chuck Gameon, 406-466-
5364, or Grades 7-12 Principal Wendi Hammond at 406-466-5303.

Chapter I / Title I Notice

 Choteau High School is again providing free activity tickets 
for senior citizens 65 and older. Senior citizens are encouraged to 
come in and get their free activity ticket, which entitles them to free 
attendance to all home extracurricular activities. (This ticket does 
not provide admission to tournaments.)

65+ get activity tickets for free
 Choteau School District #1 conducts periodic canine inspections 
on school property. We may hold inspections before, during or after 
school hours and they will be “unannounced.” Please explain to your 
children the negative consequences of bringing contraband (firearms/
weapons, alcohol and drugs) onto school property. Thank you for 
your help and cooperation in making our schools a safer learning 
environment.

Canine inspections of school property

CHOTEAU 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WILL BE CLOSED
MONDAY, SEPT. 6, 
FOR LABOR DAY

The bus driver will have the responsibility to maintain orderly conduct on 
school buses and will report misbehavior to the principal.

1. Follow the directions given by the 
driver.

2. Abide by school rules.
3. Leave no garbage in the bus.
4. Keep arms and head inside windows.
5. Have the driver’s permission to open 

windows.
6. Be quiet at railroad crossings.
7. Students may not board or depart at 

a stop other than their own unless 
requested by the parents.

8. No eating or drinking on the bus is 
allowed without permission from the 
bus driver.

School bus
rules

9. Throwing items of any type is pro-
hibited inside the bus.

10. Use emergency door for EMERGEN-
CIES ONLY.

11. Sit in your seat at all times on the 
bus.
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CPS Administration, Faculty & Staff
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman Lane Yeager
Vice Chairman Mark Henderson

Trustee Joe Haas
Trustee Levi Hodgskiss

Trustee Jerry Stott
Trustee Marion Passmore

Trustee Pat Field

ADMINISTRATION
Supt./K-6 Principal Chuck Gameon

7-12 Principal Wendi Hammond
Business Manager Patty Mellinger

JH/HS Athletic Director John Shepherd
Asst. HS Athletic Diretor Payge DeLaurenti

Bus Contractor Parker Passmore

CES FACULTY
Grace Hanson, KA

Brynn Campbell, KB
Cali Salmond/Ciadie Schlosser, 1A

Heidi Snyder, 1B
Amanda Cornelius, 2A
Christina McCollom, 2B

Tori Pletan, 3A
Jenny Laisnez/Sammi Denning, 3B

Amanda Walker, 4A
Rachel Christensen, 4B

Elizabeth Jorden, 5
Karen Crawford, 5/6 combo

Dana Benge, 6
John Shepherd, P.E./health

Rose Carlson, K-6 Spanish/music
Lorran Depner, 5-6 band

Anita Hauff, K-12 counselor
Lisa Gunderson, 

preschool/K-12 special education
Brook Durocher, acc. learning/K-12 library

Jami Gameon, RTI/reading/K-12 art

CJHS/HS FACULTY
Anita Hauff, K-12 counselor
Rachael Newmiller, science

Matt Cornelius, science
Shayla Smith, English

Callee Peebles, English
Rose Carlson, Spanish

Bill Durocher, social studies
Payge DeLaurenti, social studies/P.E.

Lisa Gunderson, K-12 special education
Ann Funk, math

Leanne Merja, math
Tami Krone, family/consumer science

Lorran Depner, 7-12 music
Jami Gameon, K-12 art

Brook Durocher, K-12 library
John Shepherd, 7-8 P.E./health
Mark McCormick, industrial arts

Milford Wearley, agricultural education

SUPPORT STAFF
Robb Wearley, technology coordinator

Larry Sattler, maintenance
Whit Foster, head custodian
Aaron Abentroth, custodian
Tanner Erdmann, custodian
Shaun Worden, custodian

Rita Sohl, custodian
Cathy Campbell, head cook
Cheryl Gertje, assistant cook
Dodie Sekora, kitchen aide
Hope Linquist, kitchen aide

Meade McCormick, lunchroom assistant
Julie Shepherd, CES admin. assistant 
Jaqui Hadlock, district admin. assistant

Michaela Zwerneman, CHS 
admin. assistant

Mary Smith, CES Title I
Kim Johnson, CES Title I

Samantha Gollehon, CES Title I
Carolyn Major, CJHS Title I

Shellie Mellinger, CJHS Title I
Dawn Musekamp, CHS Title I

Carla May, CHS Title I
Kent Depner, paraprofessional

Janie Zwerneman, paraprofessional
Lori Alzheimer, paraprofessional
Crystal Carlson, paraprofessional

Christi Henderson, paraprofessional
Clint Buck, paraprofessional
Jill Smith, paraprofessional

Sherrel Passmore, paraprofessional
Shelby Daley, paraprofessional
Dustin Lobdell, paraprofessional

Denise Zickefoose, paraprofessional
Josef Polivka, paraprofessional
Margi Corey, software specialist/

paraprofessional
Jessie King, speech therapist
Jaim McPherson, speech aide
Ann Verplogen, psychologist
Lou Giles, behavior specialist
Bev Yeager and Jenna Miller,

behavior intervention specialists
Teton County Health Dept. - school nurse 

Ken Meyer, activity bus driver
Jon Stoltz, activity bus driver
Rita Sohl, activity bus driver


