
Help students prepare for state testing

 The beginning of March 
means it is time to start thinking 
about standardized testing. The 
Montana Office of Public Instruc-
tion’s testing will include Smarter 
Balanced Assessments for third 
through eighth graders. The 11th 
graders will take the ACT as their 
standardized assessment.
 The testing window for Smart-
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er Balanced Assessments opens 
on March 7 and runs through 
May 27. The school can give the 
assessment any time during that 
window. Junior high and elemen-
tary classroom teachers will let 
parents know when it is time for 
their child to begin working on 
the assessment.
 This year, the fifth and eighth 
graders will be taking the Mon-
tana Science Assessment, a new 
assessment more aligned to the 

2-22-22

Smarter Balanced Assessments. 
These are the only grades in the 
school that will take the science 
test. The window for the Montana 
Science Assessment is approxi-
mately the same time frame as the 
Smarter Balanced Assessments.
 Please help your students 
prepare for this time period by 
being supportive of your children 
and of the testing. Positive com-
ments can be a powerful tool in 
getting the best results from your 
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Choteau Schools will provide a safe, optimal learning environment, offering all students a well-rounded education.

Website: choteauschools.net

Choteau Elementary School second graders in the class of 2032 with teachers Mrs. Christina McCollom and Mrs. Amanda 
Cornelius and paraprofessional Mrs. Crystal Carlson celebrated 2-22-22 by wearing tutus, ties, tube socks and bulldog shirts 
made by Mrs. McCollom. The Choteau Education Foundation sponsored the celebration. “We had a totally two-rific day!” Mrs. 
McCollom said.

son or daughter. Proper rest, a 
good breakfast and attendance 
are huge factors in getting an 
accurate picture of your child’s 
performance on the coming tests. 
 Thank you for helping to 
ensure each child is doing their 
best on the test! Please call Mr. 
Chuck Gameon at 406-466-5364 
or Mrs. Wendi Hammond at 
406-466-5303 if you have any 
questions concerning the coming 
standardized tests.
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It’s back to school we go on Aug. 28

CPS
Newsletter

Published by Choteau Pub-
lic Schools, a public school 
system, governed by an 
elected Board of Trustees 
and an administrative team.

Mission statement of Cho-
teau Public Schools: To pro-
vide a safe, optimal learning 
environment, offering all 
students a well-rounded 
education.

Elementary School Office: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., 406-466-5364.

High School Office: Mon-
day-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., 406-466-5303.

Mailing address: 204 7th 
Ave. NW, Choteau, MT 
59422.

MRS. HAMMOND

See MRS. HAMMOND on Page 3

Understanding grade-point averages
Wendi hammond

7-12 principal

 The Choteau High School 
grading system uses letter grades 
on the student transcript. Those 
letter grades are your typical 
A, B, C, 
D and F 
g r a d e s . 
All the 
h i g h 
s c h o o l 
courses 
that our 
students 
can take 
are using 
a four-
p o i n t 
grading scale. This is a high 
school standard across the nation 
where an “A” would equal a 4.0. 
Another example would be that 
a “B+” average would be a 3.5 

and a “C” would be a 2.0. 
 Each class a student takes 
will have a letter grade posted at 
each quarter and a partial credit 
will be earned at the end of each 
semester. An example might be 
when students takes English 11 
their junior year, they would 
earn a .5 credit for first semes-
ter and .5 credit for the second 
semester. These two half credits 
then create the one credit for 
English 11 which meets that one 
course graduation requirement. 
To graduate from CHS, a high 
school student must accumulate 
22 credits. 
 The purpose of my writing to 
our community about this topic 
is to introduce a concept that 
our staff and school board are 
considering for some high school 
credit courses. We are consider-
ing adding a “weighted value” to 
some of the advanced courses 
students can take while enrolled 
in high school. The courses we 
would give an added value for 
are dual-enrollment courses and 
advanced-placement courses. 
These courses are college-level 
content courses. 
 Dual enrollment means that 
the course is a college-level 
course that the student takes for 
both high-school credit and for 
college level credit. We have 
an agreement currently with 
College of Great Falls Montana 
State University for these dual-
enrollment courses. These are 
online courses that some of our 
advanced students take during 
their junior or senior year in high 
school. 
 The second strand of courses 
we will consider for an added 
weight are advanced-placement 
or “AP” courses. These are also 
a college level of rigor and are 
standardized nationwide by the 
College Board. CHS offers some 
AP courses in person and some 
other AP courses are offered 
through the Montana Digital 
Academy. 
 At this time these two cat-
egories of college-level course 
are the only courses we are con-
sidering for the added value to 

the grade. The added weight we 
would adopt, if approved, would 
be a full 1.0 value to be added to 
a grade. For example, an “A” in 
a dual-enrollment course would 
be counted as a 5.0 value rather 
than a 4.0 value. The same would 
be if a student earned a “B” in 

this college level content course, 
the weight for that “B” would be 
a 4.0.
 The fundamental reason 
for “weighted credit” for these 
college-rigor courses is to pro-
vide students an incentive to 
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challenge themselves. If the value for the 
rigorous course could support a higher GPA, 
the student taking more rigorous coursework 
might rise in the overall ranking in their 
class. At this time, class ranking is strictly 
on cumulative GPA and all courses are on 
the same 4.0 scale. 
 Let me provide a couple more examples 
of what this looks like: 
 In the standard 4.0 system, an “A” grade 
counts as 4.0, a “B” a 3.0, a “C” 2.0 and so 
on. In the current unweighted system, course 
difficulty is not taken into account. This 
means if a student does take DE Writing 101 
(from MSU College), then the “A” in that 
class is 4.0 numerical value and counts the 
same as an “A” in a freshman-level physical 
education course. 
 Simply worded, a student who took all 

Mrs. Hammond, cont.
from page 2

the easiest coursework for the four years 
of high school could potentially have a 4.0 
GPA and possibly surpass a classmate who 
took several college courses or two or three 
advanced-placement courses. 
 An example of applying a 5.0-point 
grading scale to college-level course work 
to all courses taken in high school, those 
weighted class would be averaged in with 
the other general high school credit courses 
and could contribute strongly to the overall 
GPA. For example, if an AP biology course 
were taken by students, and they earned an 
“A,” that would add a value of five points to 
the GPA in comparison to a regular biology 
course where an “A” would earn a four-point 
value.  Therefore, the students are rewarded 
for challenging themselves, both in the 
GPA and also in the content learned in that 

Let driver know when guests ride buses

 We are lucky enough to have a wonderful 
group of individuals 
who drive the daily 
bus routes for Teton 
Bus Service, our bus-
sing contractor. The 
route drivers have a 
number of things to 
deal with daily, the 
most important being 
safely transporting 
our kids to and from 
school. They try to 
manage the students 
on the bus as they navigate the roads across 
our school district and beyond. We appreci-
ate their care with our kids each day, as I am 
sure you do as well. One thing that we would 
ask from you is that if you are having friends 
ride the bus with your child, please provide 
the bus driver with a note. One example of 
this might be if your child has a friend ride 
home on a Friday evening to spend the night 
with your child. Please communicate with 
the bus driver.

■ CES Kids Heart 
Challenge March 10-11 
 On March 10 and 11, Choteau Elementary 
second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth graders 
are holding a Kids Heart Challenge event to 
raise money for the American Heart Associa-
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tion. This event offers many benefits. First, 
the money our school raises will help fund 
potentially lifesaving research into heart and 
blood vessel disease and stroke, our nation’s 
number one and number three killers. It will 
also fund the development of educational 
materials that teach the importance of heart 
health and staying fit. Choteau Elementary 
will also earn gift certificates for physical 
education equipment.
 The Kids Heart Challenge benefits the 
children, too. Besides being fun, it teaches 
jump rope skills and the importance of 
physical activity. Depending on the amount 
of contributions collected, the students will 
be eligible for a variety of thank you gifts. 
Students who wish to participate, but do not 
want to ask for contributions will still be al-
lowed to take part in Kids Heart Challenge.
 Mr. John Shepherd has many fun activities 
planned that will make for a great event for 
the kids. If you have any questions about our 
Kids Heart Challenge event, please contact 
Mr. Shepherd at 406-466-5364.

■ Parent-teacher
conferences March 3
 Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled 
for Thursday, March 3. Conference times for 
the elementary will be from 4 to 7 p.m. You 
may request a conference with the teacher 
or the teacher may request a conference with 
you at this time. Classroom teachers will be 
in contact if they are requesting a conference. 
Please call the school on or before March 1 

if you would like to set a conference time 
with your child’s teacher on March 3. As 
always, you can stop by and visit with your 
child’s teacher at any time.

■ Let CES know about
kindergarten students
 The elementary school is in the process of 
determining the number of students for next 
year’s kindergarten classrooms. If you have a 
child who will be entering kindergarten next 
year, please contact the elementary school 
as soon as possible at 406-466-5364. The 
elementary school in conjunction with Big 
Sky Special Needs Cooperative will offer a 
Kindergarten Roundup on Thursday, April 
28. Please mark this day on your calendar and 
call Mrs. Julie Shepherd for an appointment 
any time. We would like all children who 
will be entering kindergarten to take part in 
this readiness screening.

“Reading Is Sweet”
Book Fair
CES Library 

March 1 and 2
from

12:30 to 4 p.m.

advanced course. 
 For those parents who have younger 
students, the information provided here 
might help you understand how students 
earn high-school credit and what some of 
the programming is behind the letter grades 
earned. If your child loves science or math, 
perhaps as they complete the general re-
quirements for high school graduation, you 
might encourage them to take more difficult 
classes their junior and senior year to push 
themselves academically.

• • • 
 (Sources:  https://www.edglossary.org/
weighted-grades/. Shemmassian, D. (2021, 
October 6). Weighted vs. unweighted GPA: 
What’s the difference? Shemmassian Aca-
demic Consulting. Retrieved February 23, 
2022.)

https://www.edglossary.org/weighted-grades/
https://www.edglossary.org/weighted-grades/
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CES 2nd graders researching penguins

CES photos

Knox Meyers and Emmett Isakson prepare to walk around with 
their penguin eggs.

 Attention students: The 2021-22 Choteau High School Year-
book is available for order. Yearbooks, which cost $55, can be 
paid for at the high school office.
 You can hold your book by putting down a $20 payment, 
which can be made at the high school office or online at year-
bookforever.com.

2021-22 CHS yearbooks

 The students in Mrs. Christina McCollom’s and Mrs. Amanda 
Cornelius’s second-grade classes have had a busy month. They each 
researched, studied and are writing a four-paragraph report on one 
of the 17 species of penguins in the world
 They will type their reports into Google Docs, share them digitally 

with their teachers and work with the edited reports. They will also 
prepare a large poster board including a title, a copy of the report, 
a world map showing their location, a data sheet and photographs 
with captions. Students will continue into March with their research 
— watch for updates later.

Jace Salmond tries his daddy penguin skills by trying to balance 
his egg on his feet and walk around. Not as easy as it looks, 
huh? Lauren Walker and Knox Meyers watch.

Reminder: CHS juniors will take the ACT on April 12. 
For more information, contact Ms. Anita Hauff, CHS 
counselor, at 406-466-5303.

ACT set for April 12

https://yearbookforever.com/schools/choteau_high_school_buy_yearbook_1636/18heY73cNuBl2imE2ndpof79
https://yearbookforever.com/schools/choteau_high_school_buy_yearbook_1636/18heY73cNuBl2imE2ndpof79
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Properties of liquids and solids
Fourth graders in Mrs. Amanda Walker’s classroom explore properties of 
liquids and solids. Above, Mason Haviland mixes different liquids.

At right, Annalyse Stott is focused on measuring precisely.

Below, May O’Reilly pours liquid into a measuring beaker and prepares to 
write down her observations.

CES photos
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Social studies

Top left, Levi Field, Jakob Kelley and 
Kesston Thomas study with Mrs. Payge 
Guenzler. 

Top right, Kale Gunderson focuses on the 
teacher in junior high social studies.

Mrs. Payge Guenzler instructs two content areas. She teaches junior high social 
studies and high school physical education. In the junior high social studies 
area, seventh grade studies the history of Montana and eighth grade studies U.S. 
history. This month, the seventh graders had to create a board game in which 
one of several themes from the previous unit were the choices for the topic of 
the board game. Mrs. Guenzler scored the game using a rubric. The next chap-
ter they are studying is about Butte and the historic period when “copper was 
king.” The teacher divided the chapter into smaller sections and assigned one 
section to each of four student groups. The students in each group must read 
and discuss how they would present their section to the class. Peer teaching 
and discussion are highlighted in this chapter.

Tyler Siebert and Addi Christensen work on their as-
signments.

Porter Martin and Kesston Thomas take notes from their history 
text book.

CJHS photos
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Mrs. Cali Salmond and Mrs. Ciadie Schlosser’s first-grade students learn about agriculture in Montana. They planted their 
own wheat.

Mrs. Ann Funk teaches a variety of high school math courses. This 
year her assigned courses include pre-algebra, Algebra I, Algebra II, 
geometry, trigonometry and statistics. Here students in her geometry 
class are pictured as they listen and discuss lesson components on 
symmetry, reflection, rotation, dilations and constrictions, etc. After 
students collaborate and discuss the math prompts from the previous 
day, the teacher introduces new content. The students use a mirror 
tool to practice reflection concepts. Students pictured here are Gus 
Lee and Ainsley DeBruycker (with Mrs. Funk).

Learning about agriculture
CES photo

CHS photosGeometry
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Physics

CHS photos

Physics teacher Matt Cornelius explains a physics concept to 
Sterling Stott and another student the high school science class.

Physics is an advanced science 
course that high school students 
can opt to take their junior or se-
nior year. Typically, high school 
students take introduction to 
chemistry/physics their freshman 
year and biology their sophomore 
year. These two courses would 
meet the Choteau High School 
graduation requirement. After 
those two courses, students who 
opt for advanced coursework will 
venture into science courses like 
chemistry, physics, advanced biol-
ogy, or anatomy and physiology. 
Pictured here, the physics stu-
dents are designing and building 
items for a lab.

At left, physics teacher Matt Cor-
nelius works with senior Jagger 
Hofstad on the experiment.

Choteau High School physics students, Landon Jamison, 
a junior, and Carter Morgan, a senior, work on a class 
experiment.
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Mrs. Leanne Merja teaches 
both junior high and high 
school math courses. This 
year she also taught one 
semester of introduction 
to psychology. Mrs. Merja 
teaches both seventh- and 
eighth-grade math. For the 
high school math courses, 
she teaches consumer math 
and pre-calculus. Next year, 
she will add advanced-
placement calculus back in 
the master schedule. CHS 
did not offer that course this 
school year as there were 
no advanced math students 
ready for that content.

In the pre-calculus class, students Ella Peach and Ada 
Bieler, listen to a lecture. Mrs. Merja prepares lecture 
notes and examples on the flat screen smart display. 
She can then add to those notes using a stylus. Those 
new notes can be saved, if needed, and Mrs. Merja can 
then share the notes digitally with absent students.

For seventh-grade math, this chapter introduces some 
geometry concepts, including the properties of triangles. 
Mrs. Merja demonstrates on the white board and has a short 
lab experience for students to discuss and discover how 
the three sides of a triangle will define that triangle and the 
angles associated with it. After the lesson, students work on 
their independent practice assignments. Pictured here are 
seventh-graders Lucimae Pittman, lower left, and Xander 
King, lower right.

Math classes
CHS photos
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In this section of industrial arts 
(“woods”), there is a mix of three levels 
of student experience. By keeping the 
number of beginning woods students 
to three to five per section and mixing 
more experienced students who are 
in Advanced Woods 1, 2 or 3, teacher 
Mark McCormick can spend more time 
with each of the beginners to teach the 
safety and equipment options as well 
as have the older students model and 
support. Beginning-woods students 
build step stools, cutting boards or 
other items. More advanced students 
will custom design a bench, design 
and build a storage system for their 
snowboard, create custom-made bow 
and arrow sets or make large pieces 
of furniture for their home or for fam-
ily gifts.

Bellamy Beadle

Woods classes
Keton Linquist

Weylin Johnson

Presley Naylor

Zoey Tobar and Cali Armstrong Bowen Rappold
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Help Sponsor CHS Track

Call Superintendent Chuck Gameon at 406-466-5303 
to reserve your sign space.

Choteau Public Schools sells advertising sponsorships 
to raise money for future maintenance of the all-weather 
track on the CHS campus. You can help keep this track in 
good shape for future students and community members 
by advertising your business or family on a double-sided 
sign that will be displayed on the track perimeter fence. 
The cost of an annual sign contract is $250.

Role modeling healthy
behavior helps our

students be tobacco free.

REMINDER:
Montana law prohibits

the use of all forms
of tobacco

on school property.

 Congratulations to all our winter ath-
letes and club participants! Thank you, 
coaches, for your dedication to Choteau 
students. 
 We look forward to you joining us in 
March for our monthly Choteau Bulldog 
Booster Club meeting March 14 at 7 p.m. 
at Copper Creek Coffee. Membership 
forms will be available. You can also ac-
cess membership forms on the website at www.choteauboosterclub.
weebly.com.

Booster Club is March 14

 Get your 2021-22 yearbook ordered NOW! Don’t miss out on 
celebrating and remembering this year! To pre-order, contact Julie 
Shepherd at julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net! They are $25.
 Eighth graders: Parents and students need to submit their baby 
pictures to julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net.
 Parents and students: Please feel free to send any pictures you 
have taken of our amazing students at Choteau Schools to julie.
shepherd@chouteaschools.net.

Order your CES/JH yearbooks

Your child may be eligible for free health insurance.
 The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) Plan offers low-cost or free health coverage for children 
up to age 19. The Office of Public Assistance can help you determine whether your family is 
eligible for this program and help you sign up. Please call 1-888-706-1535 to learn more about 
the HMK benefits and for help filling out an application. You can also apply online at apply.
mt.gov.
 If the gross income for your family (including adults and children) is anywhere from 
$45,468 per year for two members up to $149,256 per year for 10 members, please call. 
Montana Healthy Kids Program may be able to help pay for your child’s healthcare.

Learn more about the Healthy Montana Kids 
insurance program at www.hmk.mt.gov.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day, March 17Happy St. Patrick’s Day, March 17

 Parents of students in grades seven through 12 may request a 
conference with any teacher by contacting the high school office at 
466-5303. The next parent-teacher conferences are set for March 8 
from 4-7 p.m. There is a master schedule for conferences that office 
staff can schedule parents for appointments. Please call the school 
before March 7 to schedule a conference.

7-12 P-T conferences March 8

http://www.choteauboosterclub.weebly.com/
http://www.choteauboosterclub.weebly.com/
mailto:julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net
mailto:julie.shepherd@choteauschools.net
mailto:julie.shepherd@chouteaschools.net
mailto:julie.shepherd@chouteaschools.net
http://apply.mt.gov
http://apply.mt.gov
http://www.hmk.mt.gov

