
Hectic, busy last month of school is here

 Spring is always a hectic and 
busy time in the school with all of 
the activities, teachers complet-
ing their instruction and preparing 
for end-of-the-year assessments.
 All of the underclassmen and 
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teachers are working on schedules 
for next year’s classes. Our senior 
class is also preparing for gradu-
ation at the end of the month and 
readying themselves for the move 
into the next phase in their lives.
 Many students are partici-
pating in spring sports and the 
baseball and softball seasons are 

School blood drawing

underway. The nice weather and 
the green grass have everyone 
longing to be outside enjoying 
the beautiful world we live in.
 May is always a fast month 
with all of the extra activity, 
and it can be hard to fit in any 
study time or time to read. Try 
to maintain a routine within your 
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Choteau High School senior Amy McKenzie organized a blood drive at CHS this spring after hearing that several students 
were interested in giving blood and working to earn Red Cross cords for graduation. Twenty-eight registered donors (96% of 
whom were first-time donors) attended. The drive started at 10 a.m. in the CHS gym and ran until 3 p.m. with staff, students 
and other faculty encouraged to participate. The Red Cross was able to collect 27 units of blood at the drawing. Youth ages 
16 and older who are in good health and weigh at least 110 pounds can donate blood with a signed parental consent form. 

household so that there is a little 
time for your child to complete 
their necessary responsibilities 
for school. We want to keep the 
end of the year a productive time 
in the classrooms and greatly ap-
preciate your support throughout 
the year and especially at the end. 
Enjoy spring in Montana!

CHS photosSadie Grove

Amy McKenzie, left, blood drive organizer, was helped by Bellamy Beadle. Jacob Beattie

Carson Crary
Jeffery Colesworthy

https://choteauschools.net
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It’s back to school we go on Aug. 28

CPS
Newsletter

Published by Choteau Pub-
lic Schools, a public school 
system, governed by an 
elected Board of Trustees 
and an administrative team.

Mission statement of Cho-
teau Public Schools: To pro-
vide a safe, optimal learning 
environment, offering all 
students a well-rounded 
education.

Elementary School Office: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., 406-466-5364.

High School Office: Mon-
day-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., 406-466-5303.

Mailing address: 204 7th 
Ave. NW, Choteau, MT 
59422.
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New grading system set for JH and HS
Wendi hammond

7-12 principal

 Next school year, grading 
for seventh- through 12th-grade 
students will be reported as per-
centages instead of letter grades.
 E a r -
lier this 
s e m e s -
ter, the 
s u b j e c t 
o f  t h e 
second-
ary grad-
ing scale 
and i ts 
effect on 
s tuden t 
competi-
tiveness for scholarships and 
admissions to universities was 
raised at the Board of Trustees’ 
meeting. The concern was that 
CHS students were not getting 

a fair and equivalent “playing 
field” with their peers regarding 
grades, grade-point averages 
(GPA), and overall academic 
achievement.
 Consequently, a joint subcom-
mittee of board members, staff 
and parents was organized to 
explore the 7-12 grading policy 
and procedures. The purpose 
of the committee was to study 
and discuss the grading scale 
and letter grades, determine the 
impact of the current system, and 
if necessary, propose changes. 
Additionally, the subcommittee 
was charged with investigating 
the use of “weighted scores” for 
limited classes. Any adoption of 
weighted scores would be used 
to determine class rank and cur-
ricula rigor.
 After a series of meetings, 
hours of reading research and 
committee members speaking to 
other high schools in our state, 
the committee proposed the fol-
lowing changes for the Board of 
Trustees to consider.
 The committee recommended 
to the board to move to a per-
centage-based grading system 
and discontinue our use of letter 
grades. Currently, all student as-
signments are graded by teachers 

using percentage (0%-100%) 
and when those are entered into 
our student information system, 
those percentages are converted 
to letter grades at the quarter and 
semester.
 The committee recommended 
that we simply use the percent-
age grade earned by the students 
and not convert this percent to a 
letter grade. There would be no 
change as to what percentage is 
failing. A failing grade is 67% 
and below.
 The committee members 
and the CHS staff agreed that 
moving to a percentage-only 
grading system is in the best 
interest of students. Reporting 
the percentage shows the true 
motivation and content mastery 
as well as aptitude for the student. 
The percentage also shows a 
more precise progress over time 
and removes the mask of letter 
grades. 
 The board at its April meeting 
approved this proposed change in 
grading, which will go into effect 
for the 2022-23 school year.
 Additionally, the committee 
recommended to the board that 
CHS adopt weighted scores 
for courses which are certified 
college-level content. These two 

sets of courses are Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses and 
dual-enrollment (dual-credit) 
courses which are college-level 
courses taken by high school 
students for both high school 
and college credit.
 These are defined sets of 
classes that must be approved 
in advance. The board also ap-
proved this recommendation 
and, going forward for the 2023-
24 school year, these dual-credit 
courses will be used in the class 
ranking as well as for credit. This 
next school year, the dual credit 
will be used for any student for 
grading and transcript purposes, 
but will not be used for the class 
ranking.
 Our next steps are rewrit-
ing this section of the Student 
Handbook and to work on the 
programming module in our 
student reporting system (SIS 
Tyler). 
 While the change to the grad-
ing system will begin in the fall 
of 2022, the committee recom-
mended that we do not change 
the way GPA is used to determine 
class rank for the current juniors 
who will be seniors in 2022-23. 
Any change in how class ranking 
is determined using a weighted 
average and percentage score 
only will begin with the current 
sophomores and below in the 
2023-24 school year.
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Mark these dates for CES activities
 Here are some important year-end dates 
to mark on your calendars:
 •The Fifth Grade 
Wax Museum is 
scheduled for Friday, 
May 6. The students 
will bring their char-
acters to life at 1:30 
p.m. in the elemen-
tary gym.
 •Choteau Elemen-
tary School will have 
the Talent Show on 
Wednesday, May 25, 
beginning at 1:30 
p.m. in the high school auditorium. Auditions 
for the Talent Show will be held on May 16, 
17 and 19 after school in the cafeteria. All 
children who want to participate must come 
to an audition on one of those three days. 
We hope you will be able to join us for the 
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Talent Show.
 •The annual CES Awards Assembly will 
be on Friday, May 27, at 10 a.m. in the el-
ementary gym.
 •The CES Field Day will be Thursday, 
May 26, beginning at 1 p.m. We welcome 
all parents who are able to attend. After the 
completion of the Field Day events, parents 
are free to take their child with them, but the 
children will not be dismissed until 3:30 p.m. 
if they do not go with a parent. 
 •The last day of school is Friday, May 27. 
The students will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m. 
and the buses will run at about 2:40 p.m.

CES will offer summer
school for students 
 CES will once again be offering summer 
school for students in kindergarten through 
sixth grade. The teachers are beginning the 
referral process for the program and will 
be in contact with parents whose children 
qualify. Summer school will be scheduled 

for specific time blocks on a daily basis with 
individuals or small groups. The teachers will 
determine the schedule for individuals and 
small groups. The curriculum will focus on 
reading and math.
 If your son or daughter is referred for 
summer school, their classroom teacher will 
contact you about a conference to discuss 
summer school. If you have any questions 
about summer school, please call the elemen-
tary school at 406-466-5364.

Let CES know that you 
have a kindergartner
 CES is determining the number of students 
for next year’s kindergarten classrooms. 
If you have a child who will be entering 
kindergarten next year, please contact the 
elementary school as soon as possible at 
406-466-5364. We would like to have our 
classes established for next year before the 
end of this school year.

Hooked on Fishing
CES photos

As part of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Hooked on Fishing 
program, 4A students in teacher Amanda Walker’s classroom dis-
sect fish. Here, Anthony Perez, May O’Reilly and Phoenix Erdmann 
work on their small fish.

Annalyse 
Stott and 
Billy Tall-
m a d g e 
follow in-
structions 
on the dis-
section.

DeShawn Thomp-
son and Kayden 
Converse focus on 
their fish.
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Studying dinosaurs is fun! CES photos

Students in teacher Christina McCollom’s 2B classroom have been studying dinosaurs. One day they had an assignment that 
required them to eat a snack, write spelling words on whiteboards and read a book from the bookshelf. Not too difficult right? 
But what if they had to do those jobs with Tyrannosaurus Rex arms? They were taped and had to perform their jobs with tiny 
hands. No children were harmed during the activity, LOL.

Morgan Hatch works on her dinosaur research.
Luke Gunderson loved working on dinosaur 
research.

Knox Meyers gives his best 
dinosaur roar.
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Lava lamps
CES photos

Choteau Elementary School 
students in Heidi Snyder’s 1B 
classroom on April 14 had a 
“day of fun and exploration” 
in conjunction with the CES 
Science Expo. Her students 
explored the effervescence ef-
fect as they created lava lamps. 
The excitement of each student 
was very evident through 
their faces and the cheering 
as they watched an efferves-
cent antacid (which contains 
acetylsalicylic acid, sodium 
bicarbonate and anhydrous 
citric acid) form the bubbles in 
their lamps. The citric acid in 
the antacid tablets reacts with 
sodium bicarbonate and water 
to form effervescence. Science 
Day was a huge hit!
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More lava lamp fun
CES photos

Here are few more fun photos from Mrs. Heidi Snyder’s 1B 
classroom’s lava lamp science project.
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Help Sponsor CHS Track

Call Superintendent Chuck Gameon at 406-466-5303 
to reserve your sign space.

Choteau Public Schools sells advertising sponsorships 
to raise money for future maintenance of the all-weather 
track on the CHS campus. You can help keep this track in 
good shape for future students and community members 
by advertising your business or family on a double-sided 
sign that will be displayed on the track perimeter fence. 
The cost of an annual sign contract is $250.

Role modeling healthy
behavior helps our

students be tobacco free.

REMINDER:
Montana law prohibits

the use of all forms
of tobacco

on school property.

 Teacher Appreciation Week is May 2-5. 
Don’t forget to let your teachers know how 
much you appreciate all they do. Get the 
kids involved in how you say, “Thanks!”
 Booster Club is involved with helping 
support the expense for basketball shot 
clocks in each gym as well as exploring 
ways to support the need for our tennis 
courts being resurfaced. Thanks for your continued support with 
the Booster Club so we can continue to support our students and 
staff. Booster Club will meet on May 9 at 7 p.m. at Copper Creek 
Coffee. All are welcome.

Booster Club is May 9
 You can purchase your 2021-22 elementary/junior high yearbook 
at the elementary office or online at the Choteau Schools website 
choteauschools.net under “Elementary.” Books are $25 if you pur-
chase before June 15! Get yours reserved now!

Order your CES/JH yearbooks

Your child may be eligible for free health insurance.
 The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) Plan offers low-cost or free health coverage for children 
up to age 19. The Office of Public Assistance can help you determine whether your family is 
eligible for this program and help you sign up. Please call 1-888-706-1535 to learn more about 
the HMK benefits and for help filling out an application. You can also apply online at apply.
mt.gov.
 If the gross income for your family (including adults and children) is anywhere from 
$45,468 per year for two members up to $149,256 per year for 10 members, please call. 
Montana Healthy Kids Program may be able to help pay for your child’s healthcare.

Learn more about the Healthy Montana Kids 
insurance program at www.hmk.mt.gov.

 Attention students: The 2021-22 Choteau High School Yearbook 
is available for order. Yearbooks, which cost $55, can be paid for at 
the high school office.
 You can hold your book by putting down a $20 payment, which 
can be made at the high school office or online at yearbookforever.
com.

2021-22 CHS yearbooks

Reminder:
The Choteau High School
Class of 2022 graduation
is Sunday, May 22, 2022,
at 2 p.m. in the CHS gym.

http://choteauschools.net/
http://apply.mt.gov
http://apply.mt.gov
http://www.hmk.mt.gov
https://yearbookforever.com/schools/choteau_high_school_buy_yearbook_1636/18heY73cNuBl2imE2ndpof79
https://yearbookforever.com/schools/choteau_high_school_buy_yearbook_1636/18heY73cNuBl2imE2ndpof79
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CHS photos

CHS team takes 1st at Science Olympiad
 Choteau Public Schools was well repre-
sented at the Montana Science Olympiad 
event in Bozeman on April 14 and 15.
 One junior high team and one high school 
team went to this academic problem-solving 
competition. Mrs. Rachael Newmiller, a sci-
ence teacher, and Mrs. Leanne Merja, a math 
teacher, took these two teams to Bozeman.
 The team membership consisted of five 
high school students: Tori Newmiller, Savan-
nah Stanek, Jacob Major, Jackson Quillan and 
Robby Lesofski. Members of the junior high 
team were Natalie Hodgskiss, Ruby Herman, 
Zabrielle Merja and Addi Christensen. 
 We are proud to announce that our high 
school team took first place for the small 
schools division and brought home a nice 
plaque and a trophy as well as a few individual 
medals. 
 The junior team placed in the top 10 of that 
age group and brought home three individual 
medals.

Choteau High School and junior high teams recently competed in the Science Olympiad. Members of the high school team were 
Jackson Quillan, Robby Lesofski, Tori Newmiller, Savannah Stanek and Jacob Major. Members of the junior high team were 
Natalie Hodgskiss, Addi Christensen, Zabrielle Merja and Ruby Herman. Pictured above are, from left: (back) Stanek, Newmiller, 
Herman, Lesofski, Major and Hodgskiss; (front) Quillan, Merja and Christensen.

 Mrs. Newmiller said, “Their commitment 
to gaining knowledge and building science, 
math and engineering skills outside of the 
classroom definitely paid off. I am so proud 
of all their hard work and commitment!”

 The staff and students spent many hours 
after school, balancing school, sports prac-
tices, play practices and other commitments 
over the last couple weeks as they prepared 
to spend their first day of Easter break com-
peting against 60 other teams and more than 
600 other students at the state competition. 
 Mrs. Newmiller thanked Mrs. Carla May 
and Mr. Dustin Lobdell for letting the teams 
borrow their collapsible wagons to haul 
projects and supplies across the Montana 
State University campus. She also thanked 
Mrs. Merja, who helped her squeeze nine 
students, multiple backpacks, pillows and 
blankets, and all the students’ projects and 
supplies into two school vehicles, drove 
over nine hours in two days, and still had the 
energy to help make sure all students were 
fed, had fun and made it to all their events 
and various activities in multiple buildings 
across the MSU campus. “I couldn’t have 
done it without you,” she said.
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Choteau junior high agriculture students with their teacher Milford Wearley went on a field trip to Morels Chop Shop, 302 Sev-
enth Ave. S.W., Choteau, on April 21. Students learned about how animals are processed for consumers from owners Scott and 
Cayla Morel, both experienced meat processors. Morels Chop Shop butchers cattle, sheep, goats and pigs for its customers.

Morels Chop Shop co-owner Scott Morel talks with students 
in junior high ag about meat processing.

Morels Chop Shop field trip
CJHS photos

Choteau Public Schools agriculture education teacher Milford 
Wearley talks about carcass characteristics with his junior high 
agriculture class during a field trip to Morels Chop Shop.
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Choteau Elementary School fifth graders in teacher 
Elizabeth Jorden’s classroom tested their engineer-
ing and math skills as they constructed bridges made 
out of Legos during their Science Day activity on 
April 14. Science Day was held in conjunction with 
the K-6 Science Expo.

Lego bridge project
CES photos

 The Choteau Public Schools band and choir 
students will present their spring concerts in the 
high school auditorium in May.
 Students in grades five through eight band and 
choir will perform their spring 
concert at 6:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, May 10.
 High school band and choir 
students will perform their 
spring Pops Concert on Tues-
day, May 17, at 6:30 p.m.
 Choteau Public Schools 
music instructor Lorran Depner invites the com-
munity to come and listen to these students who 
have worked very hard all school year to improve 
their skills and make music.

Don’t miss spring
music concerts


