
Please, drive safely around school zones

 Spring is finally in the air! It 
has been a fairly long, cold winter, 
and everyone is excited for some 
nicer weather. Spring sports are 
underway and we have had a nice 
turnout of student athletes. Let’s 
hope the snow stays away! 
 The nicer weather means 

ChuCk Gameon

Superintendent

students will be walking or riding 
their bikes to school more often. 
The streets around the school are 
very busy in the morning and in 
the afternoon at dismissal time. 
This is compounded by the traffic 
on Seventh Avenue Northwest 
as the nicer weather also brings 
travelers through our town. Please 
be aware of kids as you are driv-
ing through the school zone and 

Learning about early fur trapping and trading

heed the 15 mph speed limit.
 Parking during pickup time 
around the elementary can be 
hectic. Prearrange a pickup spot 
with your child where they can 
find you each day. Please do not 
double park on Seventh Avenue 
Northwest and use an appropri-
ate parking spot. Thank you for 
keeping all of our children safe!
 The spring sports season is 
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Choteau Elementary School fourth graders recently enjoyed a presentation by Sherwin Smith of Choteau. He shared his 
knowledge about trade beads, early fur trapping and trading in Montana, and the history of the trading posts and Fort Benton.

underway and Choteau Schools is 
proud to be able to host both junior 
high and high school track meets. 
To host a track meet, Choteau 
Schools need a lot of volunteers 
to help with the event. If you are 
available, please volunteer to help 
with a meet. You can contact the 
athletic director, John Shepherd, 
at john.shepherd@choteaus-
chools.net to volunteer.

CES photos
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It’s back to school we go on Aug. 28

CPS
Newsletter

Published by Choteau Pub-
lic Schools, a public school 
system, governed by an 
elected Board of Trustees 
and an administrative team.

Mission statement of Cho-
teau Public Schools: To pro-
vide a safe, optimal learning 
environment, offering all 
students a well-rounded 
education.

Elementary School Office: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., 406-466-5364.

High School Office: Mon-
day-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., 406-466-5303.

Mailing address: 204 7th 
Ave. NW, Choteau, MT 
59422.

MRS. HAMMOND

Planning for graduation requirements
Wendi hammond

7-12 principal

 Springtime has officially ar-
rived! I look at the spring sports 
schedule, testing schedule and 
routine tasks like high school reg-
istration, 
m a s t e r 
schedule 
develop-
ment and 
our grad-
u a t i o n 
celebra-
tion, and 
I begin 
to hyper-
ventilate 
a s  t h e 
calendar is jam packed. Alas, I 
will slow my breathing and cre-
ate a check off list of tasks and 
march forward to tackle them 
one by one. 

 One of the most important 
tasks on this list is the pre-
registration for high school 
classes for next school year. 
This process will begin with 
class briefings in April. After 
that briefing, students will bring 
a pre-registration form home to 
discuss requirements and pref-
erences with parents. After the 
students return those forms, the 
guidance counselor and I will 
begin organizing how we place 
courses on the master schedule. 
We are updating our CHS Regis-
tration Handbook and will have 
that available soon digitally on 
the CHS website. I will do a mass 
email when that time comes so 
parents and students know when 
that resource will be available 
online. This digital resource 
is one of the requests a parent 
advisory group suggested to 
help make more transparent the 
whole process/requirements for 
high school. 
 Our junior high and high 
school follow a seven-period 
day. High school students need 
22 credits to graduate. If a high 
school student takes six classes 
and one study hall every year, 
they will have 24 credits total 
by the end of their senior year. 
This leaves some wiggle room 
should a student fail a class and 
have to retake. I will summarize 
briefly what a “typical” four-
year course plan looks like for 
our high school students. Some 
students opt for no study hall and 
add another elective or core class. 
 Credits? What are credits?
 In high school, a credit is a 
way of measuring a student’s 
fulfillment of an educational 
requirement. At CHS most of 
our courses are worth 1.0 credit 
for a one-year course or .5 credit 

for a semester course. The credit 
assigned to a course takes into 
account the student “passing” 
the course content, their being 
present for the instructional time 
and their mastery of the standards 
embedded in that course. 
 The typical four-year high 
school course plan is as follows: 
 Freshman year: English 9, 
World History, math (varies by 
student), Intro to Physics/Chem, 
PE/Health, choice elective and 
study hall.
 Sophomore year: English 10, 
math (varies by student), biology, 
two choice electives and study 
hall.
 Junior year: English 11, U.S. 
History, four choice electives and 
study hall.
 Senior year: English 12, eco-
nomics/government, four choice 
electives and study hall.
 Students choose electives 
carefully to add value to their 
high school experience by taking 
more science or math courses and 
by gaining varied experiences in 
the fine arts and career technical 
fields. Sometimes they opt to take 
two years of foreign language. 
We offer Spanish in house and 
there are other languages on line 
via Montana Digital Academy 
(MTDA is our Montana online 
high school resource that is pro-
vided by state Office of Public 
Instruction). 
 To meet graduation require-
ments, students have some key 
electives, including one credit of 
fine arts (music or art courses) 
and one credit of practical arts 
(agriculture, industrial arts 
or family consumer sciences 
courses). These classes would be 
placed in the schedule in one of 
the choice elective spaces using 
student interest. 
 An added high school gradu-
ation requirement is 20 service-
learning hours. These are volun-
teer hours that a student begins 
to gather starting during the sum-
mer between their eighth- grade 
and ninth-grade school years. 
These hours are verified using a 
simple form and turned into the 
high school office for verification 

and data collection in our student 
system called “Tyler.”

Spring time also means
standardized testing 

 In April and May, targeted 
grade levels in our school will 
take a state required assess-
ment. For juniors, this means 
ACT time. This exam will be 
administered to juniors on April 
12 and will take about four hours. 
Montana requires all juniors to 
take the ACT at this time. We 
have opted to take this test paper/
pencil format.
 The sub-tests for the ACT 
have components in math, read-
ing comprehension, vocabulary, 
writing and science. Scheduled 
ACT preparation tutoring has 
been offered before school from 
7:30-8:10 a.m. with Mr. Matt 
Cornelius or Mrs. Ann Funk. 
The purpose of this support is 
to review sample test questions, 
discuss test-taking strategy and 
to review key content material. 
 Grades 7 and 8 will join the 
elementary grades 3-6 in tak-
ing the state-required Smarter 
Balanced Assessment. This 
assessment is taken online in 
the Smarter Balanced platform. 
Students use their school-issued 
computer to complete the test. 
This assessment is taken over 
several days and has math and 
reading components for all these 
students.
 Fourth and eighth graders take 
an added science component to 
meet state requirements.
 We spread this assessment out 
over several days, focusing on the 
morning hours when students are 
fresh.
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Now is time to register for kindergarten

 It is time to start planning for our next 
school year. If you 
have a child who will 
be entering kinder-
garten in the fall of 
the 2022-23 school 
year, please stop by 
the elementary of-
fice to complete the 
registration paper-
work. You will need 
to bring your child’s 
birth certificate and 
immunization record 
with you when you come to register your 
child. Please call 406-466-5364 or email Mrs. 
Shepherd at julie.shepherd@choteauschools.
net if you have any questions. 

Kindergarten screening 
set for April 11 at CES 
 Choteau Elementary School, in conjunc-
tion with Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative, 

ChuCk Gameon

K-6 principal

MR. GAMEON

is offering a kindergarten readiness screening 
on Monday, April 11, between 8:30 a.m. and 
2 p.m. in the elementary gym. (The date for 
the screening has changed from last month’s 
newsletter.) We encourage all children who 
will be entering kindergarten this year to 
please attend this offering in April. If you are 
interested in having your child participate in 
the screening, please call Julie Shepherd at 
the elementary office, 406-466-5364, for an 
appointment.

CES Science Expo
set for April 14
 The CES Science Exposition is set for 
Thursday, April 14. The Science Exposition is 
for kindergarten through sixth grade students. 
We invite all to share in the fun and excite-
ment as the students share and display their 
knowledge and understanding of science. The 
expo will be in the elementary gym and will 
be open for viewing from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The students will also be in the gym with 
their displays from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. and 
from 1 to 2 p.m. This is a great opportunity 
to visit with the children about the work they 
have done for the Science Expo. We would 

ask that all of the children clean up their 
displays and take them with them at the end 
of the day. Display boards can be purchased 
at the elementary office for $4. 
 In conjunction with this year’s Science 
Exposition, we will also have a “Science 
Day” on April 14. We have had previous 
“Science Days” and they have been enjoy-
able, educational experiences for the staff 
and students. There will be science all day 
long. We hope you will be able to join your 
child for some science fun at the 2022 Sci-
ence Expo!

Spring portraits
by Lifetouch April 4
 Lifetouch will be in Choteau on Monday, 
April 4, for our spring portrait session. Your 
child will be bringing home information 
about the pictures and your options before 
the date. Please remember, you are not ob-
ligated to purchase pictures. If you would 
like to purchase pictures, you must do so in 
advance by sending the money with your 
child or ordering online. Class pictures will 
also be taken on April 4, and all children will 
receive a free print of their class.

Choteau High School requires two labora-
tory science courses to meet graduation 
requirements. Freshmen take Introduc-
tion to Physics/Chemistry taught by Mr. 
Matt Cornelius. Last month, students 
learned about how elements from the 
periodic table bond with other elements 
to create unique molecules. Students 
learn note-taking techniques to better 
understand how the elements behave.

Intro to Physics/Chemistry

CHS photos
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Pi
Day
at

CES

CES photos

Choteau Elementary School fifth graders celebrate 
Pi Day on March 14 (3.14) with a variety of mea-
surement activities, Pi digit memorization and, of 
course, a piece of pie.



CPS NEWSLETTER PAGE 5

High school biology

Mr. Neal Wedum assists in the class and demonstrates the lab steps. 
As a former high school science teacher, Mr. Wedum is an ideal sup-
port in the classroom to ensure all students get added adult help. 
Here he works with Dawson Wright.

CHS photos

Choteau High School students are also required to take 
a second laboratory science, biology. Mrs. Rachael 
Newmiller teaches this class which sophomores usually 
take. Last month, students learned how to type their own 
blood. Mrs. Newmiller organized small baggies with the 
supplies each student would use for a personal blood 
lab. Students had to prick their finger with a specialized 
lancet and add one drop of blood to several places on a 
special card. They used the visual results to compare to 
graphics provided to identify their blood type.

Skylar Buckman

Matt Heimbuck

Savannah Stanek
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Agriculture 2 CHS photos

Milford Wearley is the Choteau High School FFA chapter adviser and 
agriculture education teacher. To meet graduation requirements, 
students must take at least one credit of practical arts. The agricul-
ture education classes meet that requirement. Here, sophomore and 
junior students in Agriculture 2 learn welding and metal fabrication. 
Recently CHS installed a second state-of-the-art ventilation system 
for the welding lab. The vents are flexible and can be adjusted to 
match the needs of the project. This project enlists all students as a 
team to design and create some custom industrial welding curtain 
panels for this area. 
 

Derek Brownell

Gus Lee

Derek Brownell and Roan Stott

Percy Bechtold

Porter Marquette and Robby Lesofski
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Help Sponsor CHS Track

Call Superintendent Chuck Gameon at 406-466-5303 
to reserve your sign space.

Choteau Public Schools sells advertising sponsorships 
to raise money for future maintenance of the all-weather 
track on the CHS campus. You can help keep this track in 
good shape for future students and community members 
by advertising your business or family on a double-sided 
sign that will be displayed on the track perimeter fence. 
The cost of an annual sign contract is $250.

Role modeling healthy
behavior helps our

students be tobacco free.

REMINDER:
Montana law prohibits

the use of all forms
of tobacco

on school property.

 The Choteau Bulldog Booster Club 
will meet on April 11 at 7 p.m. at Copper 
Creek Coffee. Everyone is invited.  
Membership forms will be available. You 
can also access membership forms on 
the website at www.choteauboosterclub.
weebly.com.

Booster Club is April 11
 You can purchase your 2021-22 elementary/junior high yearbook 
at the elementary office or online at the Choteau Schools website 
choteauschools.net under “Elementary.” Books are $25 if you pur-
chase before June 15! Get yours reserved now!

Order your CES/JH yearbooks

Your child may be eligible for free health insurance.
 The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) Plan offers low-cost or free health coverage for children 
up to age 19. The Office of Public Assistance can help you determine whether your family is 
eligible for this program and help you sign up. Please call 1-888-706-1535 to learn more about 
the HMK benefits and for help filling out an application. You can also apply online at apply.
mt.gov.
 If the gross income for your family (including adults and children) is anywhere from 
$45,468 per year for two members up to $149,256 per year for 10 members, please call. 
Montana Healthy Kids Program may be able to help pay for your child’s healthcare.

Learn more about the Healthy Montana Kids 
insurance program at www.hmk.mt.gov.

 Attention students: The 2021-22 Choteau High School Yearbook 
is available for order. Yearbooks, which cost $55, can be paid for at 
the high school office.
 You can hold your book by putting down a $20 payment, which 
can be made at the high school office or online at yearbookforever.
com.

2021-22 CHS yearbooks

Reminder: CHS juniors will take the ACT on April 12. 
For more information, contact Ms. Anita Hauff, CHS 
counselor, at 406-466-5303.

ACT set for April 12
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