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The 2021 Honor the Harvest Forum was the third annual 

convening and successfully connected farmers and 

ranchers with agricultural value chain leaders in food, 

fiber, and energy. Together, we identified and inspired 

specific actions to further innovation and investment 

that will be necessary to unlock the full potential of 

climate-smart agriculture nationwide. 

The invitation-only, multi-day event, was a unique 

experience that created opportunities for targeted 

discussions and individual contributions – all with the 

intent of collaborating with peers and directly engaging 

with each participant during the three sessions.  

The conversations held during HTH 2021 unveiled needs, insights, and actions for farmers, ranchers, and 

industry stakeholders to achieve our individual and collective missions while bringing the Decade of Ag Vision 

closer to reality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

140 
organizational 

leaders  

representing 
100% of the food 
and ag value 
chain 

35 
leadership 
talks and 
presentations 

 
from producers, 
leaders, and 
organizations 
across the 
industry 
 

125+ 

organizations  
have signed 
statements of 
support for the 
Decade of Ag 
Vision  

Honor the Harvest 2021 Forum: Executive Summary 

A resilient, restorative, economically viable and climate-smart 

agricultural system that produces abundant and nutritious 

food, natural fiber, and clean energy for a sustainable, 

vibrant, and prosperous America. 
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Leaders Insights 

 
LEADERSHIP 

• In this pivotal time, we can be leaders in tackling the climate crisis…To be effective, we must work for farmers, 

ranchers, and landowners and with farmers, ranchers, and landowners.  

– Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

• It’s time for ag to step up and lead rather than let others dictate from the top-down…And it’s going to take all of 

us to move this forward. 

– Anne Meis, USFRA Chair and Nebraska Farmer 

• Degrading soils, deteriorating landscape, wildfires, floods, hunger, and desperateness are a huge threat to 

global peace. The solution to world peace lies with agriculture. 

- Rattan Lal, Distinguished University Professor of Soil Science 

COLLABORATION 

• It’s important that all of us realize it’s not about one person or a group’s story. It’s all our story. It’s about the 

men and women that try to build a healthy and safe food supply for the world. 

– Jay Hill, second generation farmer, New Mexico 

• We know we’ve got challenges as a sector and globe. We think bold and accelerated action will be required. 

How do we do it? We will only do it by working with the people that are managing our food and water 

resources. By leveraging all our unique capabilities, that is how we will build a sustainable future. 

 - Ben Fargher, Managing Director, Sustainability, Cargill 

• We have this important responsibility to be stewards of this land and ecosystems that our food comes from… 

Especially in rural areas, we want to invite our neighbors to work together and find solutions because we must 

rely on each other.  

– Toni Stranger-McLaughlin, Native American Agriculture Fund 

• There is no one size fits all…the conversation is most interesting when you are talking the connection to 

another sector because people talk to each other within sectors, but the cross-sector linkages are often 

missing. 

- Martin Frick, Deputy of the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy, Food System Summit 

ACTION 

• We recognize that right now is a pivotal time to act. Leadership and collaboration are crucial. 

– Julie Fussner, Culver’s  

• We must be bold. We must accelerate action to meet the challenges of the next 30 years. The next decade will 

be very important. 

 – Fabian Bernal, Global Head of Sustainability, DeLaval Group 

• We challenge every one of you to collaborate and innovate into the future. Find that one action to make that 

difference today.  

– Rob Dongoski, Partner, Global Agribusiness Industry Leader, EY 

 

 

During HTH 2021, leaders and subject matter experts shared insights and reflections on how to move the 

industry forward into a more sustainable future.  
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Key Themes and Action Areas 

Several key themes and action areas emerged during the plenary sessions, breakout discussions, 

presentations, and leadership talks: 
 

• Meeting the Moment 
We are at a critical moment that must be 

met with a sense of urgency. Trying 

innovative things is risky, but doing the 

same thing is dangerous. 

• Collaboration is Key 

Learning from and engaging with others 

across different segments of the food and 

ag community is essential to moving the 

industry forward. We need ongoing dialogue 

and relationships across the industry to 

build the trust necessary for meaningful and 

breakthrough collaboration. 

• Meaningful Investment 
Transformative investment is not just about 

more money, as well as the investment of 

other resources. 

• Data Privacy 

Data privacy issues are holding back 

advancement in Ag Tech collaboration. 

While potential uses and applications for 

data continue to grow, many farmers are 

concerned with data privacy and have 

questions about potential uses, data 

management, security, and safeguards.  

• Driving to Action 

Moving from discussion to action is difficult 

but necessary. We need concrete sets of 

things that individuals and organizations 

along the value chain can do to advance 

sustainability.  

• Elevating Producers 

The farmer and rancher voice must be 

prominent and centered in discussions 

about creating sustainable food and 

agriculture systems. We need more 

producers involved and engaged in these 

conversations. 

 

• Educating Consumers 

Consumers are not aware of the strides in 

sustainability that have happened in food and 

ag in recent years. We have an opportunity to 

tell a positive story about how farmers and 

ranchers are positively impacting the 

environment. 

• Breaking Old Stereotypes 

The farmers and ranchers of today are smart, 

educated, tech-savvy, and care about the 

environment and we need to elevate the image 

of farmers among the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Find out more about each day, check 

out our daily summaries below:  

1. Day 1 Daily Summary 
2. Day 2 Daily Summary 
3. Day 3 Daily Summary 

 

 

https://honortheharvest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Honor-the-Harvest-2021-Day-1-Daily-Summary-FINAL.pdf
https://honortheharvest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Honor-the-Harvest-2021-Day-2-Daily-Summary-FINAL.pdf
https://honortheharvest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Honor-the-Harvest-2021-Day-3-Daily-Summary-FINAL.pdf
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Key Outcomes and Next Steps 

During the forum, leaders and subject matter experts engaged in breakout discussions and hands-on 

working sessions to identify strategic actions and next steps that could help move the sector forward in 

three key areas:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During each session, a graphic recording was created to capture and display the main ideas and perspectives 

that emerged from the discussions. The graphic below summarizes the key themes from the third and final 

session of HTH 2021.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRENGTHENING COLLABORATION 

How do we accelerate support for the Decade of Ag, propel the sector forward together, 

pre-competitively in ways that work for producers and the value chain as a whole?  

DRIVING TRANSFORMATIVE INVESTMENT   

How to attract and leverage corporate + public capital to new markets to positively 

move to climate smart production, build US leadership, and ensure investments lift 

everyone?   

LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY & DATA  

How might we create pre-competitive data frameworks that propels better climate 

adaptation science, enable better tools for farmers and ranchers, and demonstrate 

continuous improvement for the supply chain?   
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HTH 2021 working groups of leaders and subject matter experts share their ideas about what strategic 

actions are needed in each of the three actions areas to move the industry forward: 

Strengthening Collaboration 

• Raise and amplify the voice of producers within the UN and other important climate and 

sustainability conversations. 

• Clarify the business case for producers and investors for collaboration, sector-wide goals, data 

sharing, and investment. 

• Engage in bottom-up conversations amongst producers about sector-wide goals. 

• Educate government, regulators, carbon markets, and retailers on producer needs and opportunities. 

• Identify near-term priorities to galvanize support towards the Decade of Ag Vision. 

• Support, scale, and amplify sustainability in the sector and collaborations that are working well. 

 

Driving Transformative Investment 

• See ecosystem services (carbon credits, water, soil, etc.) as a new crop. Investors must be 

confident that it's real; show the market potential; clarify criteria for the farmer. 

• Recognize the best source of investment is in your economic community. 

• Move beyond debt as only instrument. Explore the use of tax credits, community investments 

(airport, highway, and infrastructure), and new risk mechanisms. 

• Develop education and 'break even' analysis tools for farmers. 

• Amplify micro matches between willing producers and aligned capital. 

• Make the ask for more ESG funding and resources. 

• Document the business case. Show why it is a good investment. 
 

Leveraging Technology & Data 

• Lift up examples where producers’ data disclosure efforts have shown the potential for economic 

benefit to producers. 

• Further advance Public-Private Partnerships and build on existing data frameworks. Identify 

lighthouse farms and demonstration farms (living labs) and publish the results into publicly available 

databases to serve as calibrations. 

• Treat producer data as an asset and provide for data privacy. Explore the idea of a Data Compact 

or Farmer Information Protection Program (FIPPA like HIPPA) that gives producers certainty that data 

sharing is safe and worth it. 

• Bring customers into the user design earlier. Bring buyers, investors, lenders into the data design 

of the disclosure and develop a Small Data Disclosure for Specific Purpose. 
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• Move in parallel on data consistency & interoperability. Build frameworks that could become 

standards over time and support any group that is pursuing the principals of the framework.  

Speaking and Presenting Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zippy Duvall  

President, 

American Farm 

Bureau Federation 

 

 

Larry Hogan 

Governor, State of 

Maryland 

Gonzalo Muñoz 

United Nations 

Julie Fussner 

Vice President of 

Marketing, Culver 

Franchising System 

Anne Meis 

Chair, U.S. Farmers 

& Ranchers in Action 

Miriam Hoffman 

FFA Secretary, 

Arkansas 

Addy Battel 

Youth Leader, 

4-H 

Toni Stanger-
McLaughlin 
CEO, Native 
American Agriculture 
Fund 
 

David Iverson 

Secretary, United 

Soybean Board 

Steve Reno 

President, Global Seed 

Business Platform, 

Corteva Agriscience 

Anna Mathis 

FFA Secretary, 

Arkansas 

Tom Vilsack 

Secretary, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 

Erin Fitzgerald 

CEO, U.S. Farmers & 

Ranchers in Action 

Deputy Secretary 
Jewel Bronaugh 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 

Lisa Watson  
Social Responsibility 

Officer, Innovation Center 

for U.S. Dairy, Dairy 

Management Inc. 

Marilyn Hershey 
Chair of Dairy Management 

Inc., Director of the United 

Dairy Industry Association 

Board 

Martin Frick 
Deputy of the UN Secretary-

General's Special Envoy, 

Food System Summit 

Paxton Dahmer 
FFA Central Region 

Vice President, 

Missouri 

Marlowe Ivey Vaughan  
Farmer and  
Executive Director,  
Feed the Dialogue NC 

 

Jay Hill 
Second generation farmer, 

southern New Mexico 

Jon Leafstedt  
Managing Partner, 

Kincannon & Reed 

Chip Bowling 
Immediate Past Chair, 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers 

in Action 

Hope Bentley 
Senior Director, Strategic 

Sourcing, McDonald’s 

Ben Fargher 
Managing Director, 

Sustainability, Cargill 

Karianne Fallow 
CEO, Dairy West 

U.S. Senator 

Chuck Grassley 
Iowa, U.S. Senate 

Matt Herman 
Director of 

Environmental Science, 

National Biodiesel Board 

Rob Dongoski 
Partner, Global 

Agribusiness Industry 

Leader, EY 

J.T. Metzger  
Senior Director, 

EY-Parthenon 

Cassidy Johnston  
Rancher,  

Cañon City, CO 
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Speaking and Presenting Leaders (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Attendees Said about HTH 2021 

• “This year's HTH has been inspiring, insightful, and impact-driven, and I very much look 

forward to working with USFRA and many of you to continue to push these necessary actions 

forward.” 

• “I sincerely appreciate the diversity of participants, offering several different viewpoints, and 

representing such broad backgrounds. I am pumped!” 

• “As a producer, I have appreciated the respect given to the perspective and input from 

producers during the Honor the Harvest Forum. Thank you!” 

• “Energized and excited to help drive this critical work forward!” 

• ” Amazing Forum!! Thank you USFRA!!” 

• “It's been great to be part of this gathering. I accept the challenge!” 

• “Wonderful conference. Let's get the hard work started!” 

• “We don’t have all the answers, but we are doing amazing things.”  

• “We are walking away with a deeper understanding of the challenges farmers face to meet 

climate smart goals.” 

 

“This is what honoring the harvest is all about: bringing our best minds and best tools 

together to build back a brighter and better future.”  

– Deputy Secretary Jewel Bronaugh, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Fabian Bernal 
Global Head of Sustainability,  

DeLaval Group 

Sally Rockey  
USFRA Board Member and 

Executive Director of the 

Foundation for Food and 

Agriculture Research  

Dr. Jane (Carter) Ingram  
Executive Director, 

Pollination 

Rob Trice 
Founder and Partner, 

Better Food Ventures 

Dr. Ying Wang  
Science Director, 

USFRA 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 SPONSORS! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date for HTH 2022  

Join us in Nevada, Iowa for the Honor the Harvest 2022 Forum! 

• September 20-22, 2022 

 

Accelerate Our Shared Vision Today 

Currently, more than 125 organizations and companies and over 200 leaders have endorsed the 

#DecadeofAg. 

• Join the movement and endorse the Vision as #LeadersinAction for the #DecadeofAg 

• Enlist your organization to endorse and advance our shared Vision 

 

Follow USFRA on Social Media 

PLATINUM 

SAPPHIRE SILVER 

BRONZE 

COPPER 

https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/individual-leader/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
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USFRA 

 
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action 

 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action  

 

USfarmersandranchers 

 

https://twitter.com/USFRA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usfarmersandranchers/
https://www.facebook.com/USFarmersandRanchers/
https://www.instagram.com/usfarmersandranchers/?hl=en

