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Day 3 closed Honor the Harvest 2021 Forum with a challenge session where leader-participants clarified our 
next steps and codified actions necessary at the highest levels across the supply chain.  

 

SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS 

• “It’s important that all of us realize it’s not about one person or a 

groups story. It’s all our story. It’s about the men and women that 

try to build a healthy and safe food supply for the world.” – Jay 

Hill, second generation farmer, New Mexico  

 

• “It was important for me to tell this story because I stand behind 

the #DecadeofAg and the importance of telling our farm story… It’s 

up to farmers to stand behind constant improvement and 

environmental stewardship.” – Marlowe Ivey Vaughan, Farmer 

and Executive Director, Feed the Dialogue NC 

 

• “It’s going to take all of this to move this forward.” – Anne Meis, 

USFRA Chair and Nebraska Farmer 

 

• “That is what honoring the harvest is all about: bringing our best 

minds and best tools together to build back a brighter and better 

future.” – Deputy Secretary Jewel Bronaugh, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture 

 

• “We were very excited to be invited as it afforded an opportunity for 

us to learn more about the decade of ag vision and how to support 

you. We are walking away with a deeper understanding of the 

challenges farmers face to meet climate smart goals.”  

– Edward Chu, EPA Region 7 Administrator 

 

 

 

Welcoming Hosts & Leaders 

 

 

 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 

$17 
trillion 

 
was invested in 
Environmental Social and 
Governance (ESG) in 
2020. 

150 
global 
companies 

 
currently support digital 
data collection, analysis 
and sharing for climate-
smart soil agriculture. 
 

125+  
organizations 

have signed statements 
of support for the Decade 
of Ag Vision:  
 
A resilient, restorative, 
economically viable and 
climate-smart agricultural 
system that produces 
abundant and nutritious 
food, natural fiber, and 
clean energy for a 
sustainable, vibrant and 
prosperous America. 

Day 3 / Driving to Action / September 16, 2021 

 

Deputy Secretary 
Jewel Bronaugh 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 

Lisa Watson  
Social Responsibility Officer of 

the Innovation Center for U.S. 

Dairy, Dairy Management Inc. 

Marilyn Hershey 
Chair of Dairy Management Inc., 

Director of the United Dairy 

Industry Association Board 

Paxton Dahmer 
FFA Central Region 

Vice President, 

Missouri 



 

/ SESSION 3                                   2                                                                                         

Welcoming Hosts & Leaders (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader Reflections 

 
Collaboration 

• “There is not culture without ag. The more we work together, the more we work towards the 

common good.” 

• “It’s going to take all of this to move this forward.” 

• “We have seen the statistics and we do not want underserved communities to be left behind. We 

want to make a difference and help continue this conversation.” 

• “When someone asks: "Can you?", think of the little engine that could... yes we can!!” 

Data & Technology 

• “What comes to my attention is the outcomes-based evaluation. As a farmer, I want to get away 

from checking the boxes and into driving change.”  

• “Farmers are the point of action. Data and markets and policy are tools.”   

• “We need to let the world know that farmers are innovators… We need the innovators to innovate, 

and we can’t wait. We should all accept, fund for, and staff for the reality that we will need to 

translate the data.” 

Investment 

• “Getting this right could take 20 years so let’s plot out some moves to get us on the right path” 

• “We’d love to find new ways to streamline new revenue while developing better farming 

practices.” 

• “Money is not enough. From a farmer’s view, if I take care of the land, that land takes care of me, 

my family and my community — that goes way beyond money.”  

• “We need to start nurturing the movement from the youth up. They will be the ones to take the 

reigns over. We need to bring the youth of this world into this fold and move it along. Once we do 

that, the investment will follow.”  

 

Martin Frick 
Deputy of the UN Secretary-

General's Special Envoy, 

Food System Summit 

 

Leaders and subject matter experts summarized the key takeaways, learnings, and actions 

that were identified in the breakout sessions in Day 2.  

 

Marlowe Ivey Vaughan  
Farmer and  

Executive Director,  
Feed the Dialogue NC 

 

Jay Hill 
Second generation farmer, 

southern New Mexico 

Jon Leafstedt  
Managing Partner, 

Kinncannon & Reed 
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 Challenge Coin Ceremony  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our goal was to get clear on how each of us can rise to meet this moment and set a practical course of 

collective action that we can build on together. We each devoted considerable time and effort to identify 

paths forward to bring our vision for the future of U.S. food and agriculture into reality. We each devoted 

considerable time and effort to get it.  

To acknowledge our appreciation in a special way we created a Challenge Coin* for each leader. With 

the motto, "Honor the Harvest: Planting the Future," it represents agriculture's potential to be a solution 

to climate change. The colors and symbols align with agriculture's contribution to all 17 of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals. And inside there is an embedded lapel pin depicting a bee, a physical 

acknowledgement of the hive mindset that made this incredible leadership possible. We hope it will spark 

many more conversations as we build this movement together. 

The five people at the top of our coin represent the five tenants of sustainable agriculture. 

• PEOPLE - Ending poverty and hunger in all forms and ensuring dignity and equality. 

• PLANET - Protecting our planet's natural resources and climate for future generations. 

• PROSPERITY - Ensuring economic development and fulfilling lives in harmony with nature. 

• PARTNERSHIP - Collaborating across sectors, communities, and nations to solve for the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

• PEACE - Fostering peaceful, just, and inclusive societies. 

 

The Honor the Harvest  

Challenge Coin 

I take on this challenge and 

will pass the power of the 

coin onto a worthy recipient. 

It's been great to be part 

of this gathering.  

I accept the challenge! 

Leadership is all about 

stepping forward and 

stepping out. The Decade 

of Ag will take all of us. 
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Day 3 Graphic Recording 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Talks

• “U.S. agriculture can be a global success story though we have our work cut out for us… Our only way 

forward is to push through and iterate to connect the data coming out of the farm with the market. We 

need the collaboration and the education so that people understand how we need to tackle those 

challenges.” - Candace Laing, Nutrien 

• “As farmers, we are in action mode most of the day. A critical action for us as farmers is to have a seat at 

the table when global discussions are happening. We have an essential role in feeding and nourishing 

people, and we need to have a voice.” - Marilyn Hershey, Chair of Dairy Management Inc., Director of the 

United Dairy Industry Association Board 

• We are proud to work alongside and with USFRA as we chart the direction from vision to action. There are 

no cookie cutter solutions but there is incredible opportunity to be realized.” - Lisa Watson, Social 

Responsibility Officer of the Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy, Dairy Management Inc. 

• “We are a very proud signatories of the Decade of Ag Vision that USFRA is leading… I can only imagine 

what this forum will be like 40 years from now!” - Jon Leafstedt, Managing Partner, Kincannon & Reed
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Social Media Cheat Sheet

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accelerate Our Shared Vision Today 

• Join the movement and endorse the Vision as #LeadersinAction for the #DecadeofAg 

• Enlist your organization to endorse and advance our shared Vision 

• Currently, more than 125 organizations and companies and over 200 leaders have endorsed the #DecadeofAg 

 

Help tell Marlowe Ivey’s story - The Carbon Neutral 
Pig Docudrama social media templates: 

• Option 1:  

At @USFRA's #HonorTheHarvest Forum, we watched the premier of 'The 

Carbon Neutral Pig' — where lead character, farmer, and mother 

Marlowe Ivey says "our generation will be carbon neutral." See how U.S. 

farmers and ranchers are leading the way! #30Harvests #DecadeofAg 

#UNFSS2021  

• Option 2:  

This is the story of one farmer determined to act now for her daughter's 

future. "Believe me, my pigs will be carbon neutral,” says Marlowe Ivey. 

#USFRA's latest docudrama was released at the #HonortheHarvest 

Forum and sets the stage for #UNFSS2021.  

• Option 3:  

Watch! This new short film highlights the role farmers and ranchers are 

playing in #climatesolutions — but they can’t do it alone. From the 

#HonortheHarvest Forum to #UNFSS2021, @USFRA joins with partners 

in the U.S. and globally to propel the #DecadeofAg.  

• Option 4:  

Take a few minutes and watch "Carbon Neutral Pig", the @USFRA short 

film launched at the #HonorTheHarvest Forum. "We as farmers must be 

diligent, and disciplined... for our children, to pass our land on better 

than we got it.” — Marlowe Ivey, 36. #DecadeofAg #LeadersinAction  

 

 

 

  
  

  
 

Don’t forget to include these hashtags: 

• #DecadeofAg  

• #LeadersinAction 

• #HonortheHarvest  

• #30Harvests 

 

USFRA 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action  

USfarmersandranchers 

 

Follow USFRA on social media! 

https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/individual-leader/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
https://media.usfarmersandranchers.org/videos/the-carbon-neutral-pig
https://media.usfarmersandranchers.org/videos/the-carbon-neutral-pig
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23DecadeofAg&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23LeadersinAction%20&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23HonortheHarvest%20&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?q=%2330Harvests&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/USFRA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usfarmersandranchers/
https://www.facebook.com/USFarmersandRanchers/
https://www.instagram.com/usfarmersandranchers/?hl=en
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“Wonderful conference.  

Let's get the hard work started!” 

 

 

Closing Remarks 

• “Degrading soils, deteriorating landscape, wildfires, floods, hunger, and desperateness are a huge 

threat to global peace. The solution to world peace lies with agriculture.” - Rattan Lal, Distinguished 

University Professor of Soil Science 

 

• “We have the experience and expertise to make a plan that benefits everyone… If we take care of that 

land, we have food security and economic security in our country.” – Nick McCoy, Whipstitch Capital 

 

• “We don’t have all the answers, but we are doing amazing things. We need to make digital 

murmuration. Get online and give some love to your colleagues!”  - Erin Fitzgerald, CEO, U.S. 

Farmers & Ranchers in Action  

 

• “There is no one size fits all… the conversation is most interesting when you are talking the connection 

to another sector because people talk to each other within sectors, but the cross-sector linkages are 

often missing. - Martin Frick, Deputy of the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy, Food System 

Summit 

 

• “No one knows the future of ag will be, but I can tell you, whatever it is, I want to be in it.” - Anna 

Mathis, FFA Secretary, Arkansas 

 

 

Many thanks to our Sapphire and Platinum Sponsors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


