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The 2021 Honor the Harvest Forum represents USFRA’s shift from collective vision to transformative action. The 

aim of the Forum is to connect farmers and ranchers with agricultural value chain leaders in food, fiber and 

energy to build a movement to deliver lasting environmental, social and economic sustainability.  

Today’s invitation-only, multi-day event, is Day #1 of a unique experience that seeks targeted discussions and 

individual contributions – all with the intent of collaborating with peers and directly engaging with each participant 

during the sessions.  

The first day of today’s Forum was an upfront executive table-setting engagement intended to level-set on the 

critical challenges and opportunities at hand to move us forward — with conversation, leader-to-leader 

connections, inspiring insights, and calls to action. 

 

SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS 

• “True collaboration is needed to advance this movement. And that’s 

why we’re here. I challenge you all to participate fully. We need you. 

Let’s plant the future and honor the harvest!”  

– Anne Meis, Chair, U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action  

• “In this pivotal time, we can be leaders in tackling the climate crisis… 

To be effective, we must work for farmers, ranchers, and landowners 

and with farmers, ranchers, and landowners.” 

– Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

• “There’s no doubt how hard you are all working for us... It serves as 

inspiration for me and all Americans.”  

– Larry Hogan, Governor, State of Maryland  

• “Our nation and our world are counting on us to continue to produce 

the safe food, fuel, and fiber that we all depend on.”  

– Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bureau Federation 

Welcoming Hosts & Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

120+ 
organizational 

leaders 

 
representing 
100% of the 
food and ag 
value chain 

29 
Harvests left 

 
to feed a 
population of 9.7 
billion by 2050 
 

44%  
of land 

in the U.S. is 
used for farming 
and agriculture. 

Zippy Duvall  

President, American Farm 

Bureau Federation 

 

 

Julie Fussner 

Vice President of Marketing, 

Culver Franchising System 

Miriam Hoffman 

FFA Secretary, Arkansas 
Addy Battel 

Youth Leader, 4-H 

Day 1 / Setting the Charge / September 14, 2021 
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Welcoming Hosts & Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Forum Action Tracks 
 

• STRENGTHENING COLLABORATION  

• DRIVING TRANSFORMATIVE INVESTMENT  

• LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY & DATA  
 

Think of these three action tracks as a gordian knot, in which solution 

sets must thread each. The 2021 Forum aims to lay our expert 

participant leader hands on these knots, loosen their respective threads, 

and retie the fabric of our agriculture system.  

Thanks to the enduring popularity of the Alexander fable, the phrase 

“Gordian knot” has entered the lexicon as shorthand for an intricate or 

intractable obstacle. Likewise, the saying “cutting the Gordian knot” is 

now commonly used to describe a creative or decisive solution to a 

seemingly insurmountable problem. 

 

Often, problems are knots with many strands, and looking 

at those strands can make a problem seem different.  
- Fred Rogers 

Larry Hogan 

Governor, State of Maryland 

Gonzalo Muñoz 

United Nations 

Anne Meis 

Chair, U.S. Farmers 

& Ranchers in Action 

Toni Stanger-McLaughlin 
CEO, Native American 

Agriculture Fund 
 

David Iverson 

Secretary, United 

Soybean Board 

Steve Reno 

President, Global Seed Business 

Platform, Corteva Agriscience 

Anna Mathis 

FFA Secretary, 

Arkansas 

Tom Vilsack 

Secretary, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 

Erin Fitzgerald 

CEO, U.S. Farmers & 

Ranchers in Action 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordian_Knot
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Blackbirds by Julie Cadwallader-Staub 

 

 

I am 52 years old, and have spent 

truly the better part 

of my life out-of-doors 

but yesterday I heard a new sound above my head 

a rustling, ruffling quietness in the spring air 

 

and when I turned my face upward 

I saw a flock of blackbirds 

rounding a curve, I didn’t know was there 

and the sound was simply all those wings 

just feathers against air, against gravity 

and such a beautiful winning 

the whole flock taking a long, wide turn 

as if of one body and one mind. 

 

How do they do that? 

Oh, if we lived only in 

human society 

with its cruelty and fear 

its apathy and exhaustion 

what a puny existence 

that would be 

 

but instead, we live and move and have 

our being 

here, in this curving and soaring world 

so that when, every now and then, 

mercy and tenderness triumph in our lives 

and when, even more rarely, we manage to unite 

and move together 

toward a common good, 

 

we can think to ourselves: 

 

ah yes, this is how it’s meant to be. 
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Leader Breakout Discussions 

 

Several key themes emerged out of the leader breakout group discussions 

including important considerations about what is necessary to move the 

sector towards deeper collaboration and strategic action: 

• Urgency: We are at a critical moment that must be met with a sense of 

urgency.  Trying innovative things is risky, but doing the same thing is 

dangerous. 

• Driving to Action: Moving from discussion to action is difficult but 

necessary. We need concrete sets of things that each of us can do to 

advance sustainability rather than just talk or plan.  

• Collaboration is Key: Learning from and engaging with others across 

different segments of the food and ag community is essential to moving 

the industry forward. We need ongoing dialogue and relationships 

across the industry to build the trust necessary for meaningful and 

breakthrough collaboration. 

• The Farmer Perspective: The farmer voice must be prominent and 

centered in discussions about creating sustainable food and agriculture 

systems. We need more farmers involved and engaged in these 

conversations. 

• Investment: Transformative investment is not just about more money, 

but money spent better as well as the investment of other resources. 

• Data Privacy: Data privacy issues are holding back advancement in Ag 

Tech collaboration. While potential uses and applications for data 

continue to grow, many farmers are concerned with data privacy and 

have questions about potential uses, data management, security, and 

safeguards. 

• Educating Consumers: Consumers are not aware of the strides in 

sustainability that have happened in food and ag in recent years. We 

have an opportunity to tell a positive story about how farmers and 

ranchers are positively impacting the environment. 

• Breaking Old Stereotypes: The farmers and ranchers of today are 

smart, educated, tech-savoy, and care about the environment and we 

need to elevate the image of farmers among the public. 

 

 

Attendees joined small 

breakout groups to 

respond to the following 

discussion prompts: 

 

Discussion Question 1: 

Why are these three 

areas important to 

you: collaboration, 

technology & data, 

and investments? 

 

 

Discussion Question 2: 

What actions do you 

want to see come out 

of HTH? 

 
 

Discussion Question 3: 

What leadership role 

do you intend to play in 

advancing action after 

HTH in these areas? 
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“Bold action is possible, and there is 

room for everybody.” 

 
- Ambassador Gonzalo Muñoz, United Nations High 

Level Climate Action Champion COP25 
 

Leadership Talks

• We recognize that right now is a pivotal time to act. Leadership and collaboration are crucial.”  

– Julie Fussner, Culver’s  

 

• We have this important responsibility to be stewards of this land and ecosystems that our food comes from… 

Especially in rural areas, we want to invite our neighbors to work together and find solutions because we have to 

rely on each other.  

– Toni Stranger-McLaughlin, Native American Agriculture Fund 

 

• The challenge is to connect across sectors while keeping the farmer mindset first and foremost… If farmers are 

going to be successful, all of us are going to be successful. 

- Steve Reno, Corteva 

 

• One thing that hasn’t changed is farmers’ ability to adapt to the environment and being sustainable and to address 

the needs of climate change and a changing world.  

- David Iverson, United Soybean Board 

 

Graphic Recording of Day 1
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Connect on Social Media!

Get involved in the virtual conversation and follow 

USFRA’s socials and #HonortheHarvest for live updates! 
 

USFRA 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action 

U.S. Farmers & Ranchers in Action  

USfarmersandranchers 

Don’t forget to include these hashtags when you post: 

• #DecadeofAg  

• #LeadersinAction 

• #HonortheHarvest  

• #30Harvests 

Accelerate Our Shared Vision Today 

• Join the movement and endorse the Vision as #LeadersinAction for the #DecadeofAg 

• Enlist your organization to endorse and advance our shared Vision 

• Currently, more than 125 organizations have endorsed the #DecadeofAg 

Thank you to our Sapphire and Platinum Sponsors! 

 

 

 

 

Up Next   

 

 

Day 2: Wednesday, Sept 15, 10am–4pm CDT 

Getting to Work & Honing the Need 

https://twitter.com/USFRA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usfarmersandranchers/
https://www.facebook.com/USFarmersandRanchers/
https://www.instagram.com/usfarmersandranchers/?hl=en
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/individual-leader/
https://usfarmersandranchers.org/join-the-movement/the-decade-of-ag-vision/organization-or-company/
https://twitter.com/USFRA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usfarmersandranchers/
https://www.facebook.com/USFarmersandRanchers/
https://www.instagram.com/usfarmersandranchers/?hl=en

