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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
This year The Raptor Trust celebrates its 35th Anniversary and it feels like 

a big deal. A really big deal. 
It’s not just a landmark birthday, but a time for us to look back on the things 

we have learned, the stories we have told, our successes 
and failures. More than that, it is an opportunity for us to 
take stock of where we are and look towards the future. 

It has been a whirlwind of activity around here for 
the past couple of years. Our first ever capital campaign 
blew our expectations out of the water. As a result, we 
have a new surgical unit loaded up with the best medical 
equipment available, the infirmary has gotten an over-
haul and update, we have new educational technology 
and displays in the classroom, our administrative offic-
es have been enlarged, our workshop renovated, utility 
vehicles replaced, and that’s just the big stuff. There’s 
only one way things like that happen: with generous and 
loyal supporters by your side. 

For our 35th Anniversa-
ry Gala, coming up in September, we will honor our 
Board Chairman, William F. Conger. Bill has been 
with the organization from day one. He helped draft 
our original articles of incorporation. He has banded 
countless raptors in the Appalachian Mountains with 
fellow Trustee and Board Vice-Chair, Jim Diverio. 
Bill became Len Soucy’s best pal and long-time fish-
ing buddy. You’re a good egg, Bill, and we wouldn’t 
be where we are today without you. 

I am beyond humbled, every day, at the way our 
staff, trustees and volunteers rally around me to sup-
port, encourage, direct, maintain and grow what began 
decades ago in a cardboard box in our laundry room. 
That so many thousands of donors stand behind our 
mission is equally humbling.

Join us this year as we celebrate 35 years. We are beyond grateful to all of 
you who continue to believe in and support our mission.

Fly high, 
Christopher D. Soucy, EdM
Executive Director
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The Raptor Trust is dedicated to the fullfillment of three primary missions:
 1 Provide free care and assistance to injured, sick, or orphaned wild birds.
 2 Educate people about wild birds, especially birds of prey.
 3 Provide a humane example for others.

Cover Art: “Amishtown - Project SNOWstorm,” by James Fiorentino.

“Amishtown - Project SNOWstorm”
Artist James Fiorentino was the youngest artist ever 
inducted into the prestigious New York Society of 
Illustrators. Known for his realistic images of sports icons, 
presidents, Nobel Prize winners and other notables, his 
award-winning art is showcased in museums, galleries 
and private collections across the globe. James serves 
on the Board of Trustees at The Raptor Trust.

Len releasing first Bald 
Eagle rehabilitated by TRT

and me releasing one,  
35 years later!



REHABILITATION

REHABILITATION  
SUMMARY

2017 was another busy year in 
the infirmary. Not a record breaker in 
terms of admit numbers, but close! We 
took in a total of 5,516 individual avian 
patients of 164 different species. 2,138 
birds were released back into the wild. 

As is the case in most years, the 
most common birds we see in the in-
firmary are among the most common 
birds in the area, perhaps even in your 
yard. In 2017 the most common na-
tive birds we treated were American 
Robins (524), Mourning Doves (427), 
Mallard Ducks (262), Blue Jays (198) 
and Common Grackles (182). It was a 
banner year for the diminutive House 
Wren. We cared for 105 of them.

We admitted 463 raptors of 17 dif-
ferent species. The most common day-
time hunters through our doors were 
Red-tailed Hawks (163) and Cooper’s 
Hawks (81). The most common night-
shift predators we cared for were Screech 
Owls (57) and Great Horned Owls (31). 
The award for “smelliest patient” almost 
always goes to the vultures, and we saw 
our fair share of them, as well: 19 Turkey 
Vultures and 8 Black Vultures. One pair 
of Black Vultures even decided to make 
its nest under one of our sheds!

� Raptors (8.4%)
� Non-raptors (64%)

� Domestic/Exotic/Non-native 
(27.6%)

WHERE DO ALL THOSE BIRDS  
COME FROM?

As usual, most of the birds we admit come from places closest 
to The Raptor Trust – Essex, Bergen, Morris and Somerset Counties. 
We do receive birds from all over, though – some from as far away as 
Gloucester and Burlington Counties, and even some others transferred 
here from rehab centers out of state. We also take in many “unreported” 
birds each year. Sometimes birds are dropped off in the middle of 
the night and finders don’t leave their information. Also, while we 
are required to report on all of the native wild birds to both state and 
federal wildlife agencies, we are not required to report on domestic and 
non-native species like parakeets, farm ducks, and other “pet” birds. 
Officially, we don’t really rehab domestic species, but people do bring 
them to us, and when they do, we try to transfer them to good homes.

From New Jersey 3988
Out of State 111
Unreported 1417
Total 5516

Out of State 111
Unreported 1417
Total 5516
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REHABILITATION

ENDANGERED SPECIES
One of the most rewarding aspects of wildlife rehab is helping a species that is in trou-

ble. In 2017 we admitted 11 different species of birds that are currently on the New Jersey 
list of Endangered and Threatened species. Getting these birds back into the wild is a truly 
worthwhile effort. The 11 endangered and threatened species we cared for in 2017 were:

American Bittern Black-crowned Night Heron Yellow-crowned Night Heron
Great Blue Heron Horned Lark Bald Eagle
Peregrine Falcon Cooper’s Hawk Red-shouldered Hawk
Osprey Barred Owl

CASE STUDY: “OLD BRIDGE,” THE SNOW GOOSE
Rescued: 12/23/17
Released: 2/12/18 (52 days in rehab)
Injury: Left radius fracture, right tibia fracture, lacera-

tions on neck
Treatment plan: Surgery to clean and suture neck wound, 

splint applied to tibia fracture, physical therapy and cold laser 
treatment to help fracture heal.

Cost of Rehab: $1,302
Summary: This uncommon winter visitor to The Raptor 

Trust arrived with multiple traumatic injuries. It was found on 
the side of the road in Old Bridge, NJ. The initial prognosis 

was very guarded. X-rays showed the radius fracture of the 
left wing to be well aligned and already starting to calcify, in-
dicating that the bird had been injured for some time. Tibia 
fracture of the right leg was problematic, but our veterinarian, 
Dr. Jennifer Norton, was able to successfully splint the leg. 
The laceration on the neck was sutured and cold laser therapy 
was initiated for the injuries. 

The Snow Goose gradually improved: healing, eating, and 
becoming feisty. It had an appetite for dandelion greens! After 
52 days in rehab it was successfully released at Merrill Creek, 
in the company of thousands of other Snow Geese.

Juvenile Black-crowned  
Night Heron at TRT.
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REHABILITATION

A DOVE’S TALE
by Kristi Ward

In 2016 we received 179 baby Mourning Doves. These babies need special care and fre-
quent cleaning and feeding to raise them properly. However, spending too much time with 
them can cause them to develop an unhealthy and unnatural relationship with humans – called 
imprinting - so we try to limit our time with them and handle them only when necessary. For-
tunately, we have helpers. We’ve used female Mourning Doves as foster parents to help us 
care for the young over the years. This gives the babies an appropriate role model during this 
critical time in their development. 

In April of 2016 we received a nestling Mourning Dove whose nest had been destroyed. 
As we do with all nestlings, we began the process of feeding and caring for her. She had a hard 
time adapting to the new environment and needed additional special care, which required the 
staff to spend more time with her. Once she started eating on her own she was placed in a flight 
cage with other doves, but she remained very tolerant of the staff. We held off on releasing her, 
hoping that she would become more independent with time around other doves. 

In July 2016 we decided it was time to release her. She was taken to a safe place where we 
could monitor the small group of doves being released that day and we were prepared to bring 
any back that didn’t seem quite ready on their own. We opened the box and the doves flew 
out – all but one. She was gently placed on a nearby feeding platform, but she remained there 
all day. At the end of the day, she had joined the dove group and moved to the nearby trees. 
However, after several days, she still did not fly away when approached. Finally, we decided 
to bring her back to The Raptor Trust. 

We kept her for another full year in the company of other doves. We tried releasing her 
again in the spring of 2017, but an hour later she was re-captured by one of our staff who was 
able to walk right up to her. It seemed she might be staying with us as a permanent resident, so 
she was banded with two purple ID bands and placed back in the outside dove cage. We named 
her Violet after the two purple bands she wears.

In March of 2017, we received our first egglet Mourning Dove and we decided to try Violet 
as a foster mom. She took to the task right away! The baby was placed with her during the day 
where she fed it and kept it warm. We continued to put the baby back into an incubator over-

night until one day we found 
Violet sitting on top of the baby 
and she wouldn’t move. She 
kept hitting us with her wings 
to keep us away from her new 
baby. What a great feeling 
that was! During the summer 
of 2017, Violet literally took 
more than 30 baby Mourning 
Doves under her wing. Violet 
is now one of our “permanent 
staff members” and we are very 
grateful for the help! 

MOURNING DOVE
One of the most common 
species of birds in New 
Jersey is the Mourning 
Dove (Zenaida macroura). 
Mourning Doves are best 
known for their beauti-
ful cooing sound. They 
spend most of their time 
on the ground looking for 
seeds and are very sus-
ceptible to predation by 
outdoor cats and are also 
often hit by cars. 

The dove is a universal 
symbol of peace and 
kindness. 
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THE REMARKABLE RAVEN
by Alyssa Frediani

“Cr-r-ruck, cr-r-uck!” The harsh, grating call of a raven breaks the morning silence 
at The Raptor Trust. Jake and Ray, our resident Common Ravens, are among the most 
vocal of our birds. Ravens have a large vocabulary of sounds which are used for social 
interactions: alarm calls, chase calls, fight calls and others. In addition to having their 
own “language,” ravens are skilled mimics. Jake and Ray are constantly amusing the 
staff and visitors with their calls, including popping sounds, croaking, knocking and 
even the call of a peacock! 

Ravens are clever, curious and have a commanding presence. Their intelligence is 
on par with great apes and they are capable of solving puzzles using multi-step process-
es. Ravens can remember specific faces and voices for years. Jake and Ray certainly 
seem to remember who feeds them most often and have their favorites among the staff. 
On the other hand, they also remember those that have “wronged” them, in their eyes 
at least. The senior staff members that are responsible for performing wellness checks 
(medical exams, administering medications, catching and handling the birds) are not 
warmly welcomed into their aviary! 

Ravens are generally playful and young birds are especially inquisitive. They have 
been observed performing acrobatics in flight, diving and rolling in the air, just for fun. 
One young bird was seen flying upside down for over half a mile! They are one of the 
only animals known to make their own toys. They will drop the sticks in flight, diving to 
catch them before they hit the ground. On the occasion that wild ravens visit the Trust, 
we have seen them passing sticks through the roof of Jake and Ray’s aviary and the vo-
calizations they make to each other sound like a conversation. 

Ravens’ intelligence makes them formidable predators in the wild. They will work 
in pairs to raid the nests of other birds, especially seabirds. They have been observed 
following wolf packs and stealing from their kills. Ravens are omnivores and will eat 
almost anything, including small animals, eggs, beetles and fish. We feed Jake and Ray 
a variety of food including mice, quail, peanut butter, mealworms and fruit. 

Historically, Ravens were driven out of the east due to habitat loss. They prefer open 
and forested habitat, including desert, sea coast, grasslands and tundra. More recently 
they have been adapting to the growing human population and are moving back into 

rural and suburban areas in the eastern U.S. They have learned to scavenge for food in the new “human landscape.” 
Ravens are beautiful, large, silky-black birds that are easy to identify. Their deep, telltale call is very different than the “caw” 

of a crow. In flight they are larger and more graceful than crows, with longer, narrower wings. They also have a long, wedge-
shaped tail, differing from the more fan-shaped and rounded tail of the American Crow. We are delighted to see the Raven 
re-establishing itself in New Jersey.
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COMMON RAVEN
The COMMON RAVEN 
(Corvus corax) is among 
the smartest of all birds. 
Also known as the North-
ern Raven, it is a large, all 
black, passerine bird. Found 
across the Northern Hemi-
sphere, it is also the most 
widely distributed of all 
corvids. 

Lifespan 10–15 yrs. 

Mass 1.5–4.4 lbs.

Wingspan 3.3–4.9 ft. 

Length: 1.8–2.6 ft. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Ravens have been observed 
undoing Velcro fasteners 
and unzipping zippers to 
steal food.

REHABILITATION
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GEORGETTE
by Cathy Malok, Donna Pandolfino and Chris Nadareski

On a windy June day in 2002, two female nestling Pere-
grine Falcons prematurely took to the sky from their nesting 
box, high atop the New York tower of the George Washington 
Bridge, 600 feet above the Hudson River. Just three weeks 
prior, NYCDEP wildlife biologist, Chris Nadareski, conduct-
ed a site visit to place identification bands on the siblings to 
keep track of their success and future migrations.

We will never know why they fledged early, but both fe-
males crash landed on the concrete pedestrian walkway be-
low; possibly from a strong wind gust, human disturbance, 
or just bad timing. Only one of the two siblings survived that 
first flight, injuring her shoulder. A Port Authority employee 
observed the incident and immediately called Chris Nadareski 
who manages the NYC Peregrine population in cooperation 
with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. 
The young female was placed in a cardboard box and brought 
here to The Raptor Trust for emergency evaluation and even-
tual long-term care.

Within a few weeks, it was determined that her flying 
days were over as she had permanently damaged her shoulder. 
Being a young bird, Raptor Trust founder, Len Soucy, decided 
to train her to be part of our education and outreach program. 
Through Len’s long and patient care, Georgette, became one 
of the stars of our education department. Georgette adapted 
well to handling and and she quickly became one of our most 
popular education birds.  She delighted and educated thou-
sands of visitors during her lifetime.

Georgette’s job as an education bird was only part of her 
contribution. In 2010 she raised her first brood of Peregrine 
Falcon chicks and became our first Peregrine Falcon foster 

mom. Two nest-
lings that had been 
rescued from a 
failed nest in Man-
hattan were placed 
in her care. The 
initial contact be-
tween Georgette 
and the two nestlings was worrisome, as she acted cautious 
with the newly arrived young. But within a couple of days, 
she began to feed and care for them as if they were her own 
chicks! Georgette continued to foster chicks whenever the 
need arose and raised her last brood in 2016. 

In the spring of 2017, at the age of 16, we lost Georgette 
to peritonitis, an inflammation and infection of the peritone-
um — a silk-like membrane that lines the inner abdominal 
wall and covers the organs within the abdomen. We miss the 
“kack-kack-kack” calls she would make at meal times and her 
good-natured and patient interactions with all of those who 
visited The Raptor Trust.

With her one good wing, Georgette could maneuver about 
her flight pen from branch to branch and at times stand tall as 
if still perched atop the George Washington Bridge protecting 
her territory. Those of 
us who knew and loved 
her will never forget her 
amazing spirit and con-
tribution to a world she 
was forced to adapt to, a 
world that was so differ-
ent from the one she was 
born into. Fly free G, we 
miss you. 

REHABILITATION

Baby Georgette in her nest atop the 
George Washington Bridge.

photo: Chris Nadareski
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TAKE FLIGHT CAMPAIGN

TAKE FLIGHT - THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE RAPTOR TRUST
By Blake Putnam 

I thought my 2016 freshman year at The Raptor Trust was exciting. I could not have anticipated that my sophomore year 
would blow it away, but 2017 most certainly did. I am honored to be part of the team that launched the first ever capital campaign 
for The Raptor Trust! Not only did we reach our goal in just nine months, but we surpassed it by $100,000. WOW! The success 
of the TAKE FLIGHT Campaign is a testimony to the deep love and passion our friends and donors have for this organization. 
I am so proud of this monumental achievement for the Trust and the renewal of purpose it brings to everyone. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, the staff and the volunteers, we would like to recognize and thank the following for their 
commitment to the Trust, their incredible generosity and for their unwavering support of our mission. 

The new medical trailer!

Inside the infirmary: new floors, cabinets and  
updated sink area

Re-surfaced holding cages with  
new interior lighting in the infirmary

Inside the medical trailer: surgical suite

Re-surfaced holding cages with  Re-surfaced holding cages with  
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Thank You
$400,000

TAKE FLIGHT CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS:
Sara and Jeffrey Abrams 
Edward S. Atwater IV
Penelope Ayers
Jane Bader
Melza M. and Frank Theodore Barr  

Foundation, Inc.
Peter and Mickey Bickford
Valerie A. Brackett and Nikolaos Monoyios
jpl and Trudy Burke
Bill and Lynn Combs
Bill and Nancy Conger
John and Betsy Crosby
Brooks Lucas Cushman
Lucy Hughes and Sean Devlin
James and Regina Diverio
Lea Drew
Michaelene Dwulet
Kristen Elliott
Susan Martin Ely
Suzanne Engel
Richard Eschle
Tyler and David Farrand
Johnny Fernandes
James and Jessica Fiorentino
Caroline and Roger Ford

Barbara and Edward Franko
Mary Ganzenmuller and Christopher Todd
Wilma and Arthur Gelfand
Priscilla Goss
E.J. Grassmann Trust
Marcia Hall
Peter Haugk
Hyde & Watson Foundation
Lucille and Charles King Family 

Foundation
David and Sondra Kinkela
Marsha Kramer
Angela Lennox-Kay
Yale Levy, Main Street Philanthropy, Inc.
John Lyness
Wendy and Stuart Malmid
The McCracken Family
David McShane
Merck Foundation
Millburn High School 2017  

Philanthropy Class
M.S. Worthington Foundation
Lilyan Navatto
Joyce and Steve Novak
Terry O’Connor

Marion Phillips
Lee and Jennifer Pierson
The PNC Charitable Foundation
Susan Potts
Lawrence Quirk
Mary Ann Ramer
John Ramos
Nancy and Jeffrey Rich
Patti Russell
Lori Salerno
Steven and Diana Schlesinger
Kathy and Ken Schurzky
Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Scully
Diane Soucy
Christopher Soucy
Christopher Stevenson
John and Bonnie Strand
Joan Thuebel
Greg Tusar
The Tyler Foundation
Rick Weiman
Wilshire Caterers
Carole A. and Charles West

Incubators awaiting the first of this summer’s baby birds New stainless steel tables shine throughout the infirmary

Inside the medical trailer: Digital radiography,  
centrifuge, autoclave and more

Inside the medical trailer: exam and anesthesia area
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM F. CONGER
by Jim Diverio, Vice-Chairman, The Raptor Trust

I was introduced to Len Soucy in 1982 through a professor 
at Drew University and began spending my Saturdays cleaning 
bird cages, meeting other dedicated volunteers and learning 
more about raptors, rehabilitation and wildlife ecology than I 
could have ever imagined! 

On those Saturdays, Len would talk about someone the 
volunteers never saw. This mystery man would receive Len’s 
highest praise, but we never saw him cleaning cages. One day, 
I finally met this mystery man and a lifelong friendship was 
born out of mutual respect for Len and Diane, and an admi-
ration for the birds. Bill Conger, this mysterious man of high 
praise, became the brains behind what is now known as The 
Raptor Trust. When I first met Len and then Bill, the entire 
operation was paid for out of Diane and Len’s own pockets. 
They spent all they had to help the birds and the people who 
helped them. Bill had the foresight and the vision, and worked 
with Len to transform the very loose New Jersey Raptor Asso-
ciation into The Raptor Trust, a tax-exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization.

Once the tax-exempt status was approved, people began 
making much larger donations. Before we knew it, the Trust 
was getting more financial support than we had imagined. Be-
fore too long, The Raptor Trust became one of the premier re-
habilitation centers and a destination for visitors from around 
the world.

I’ll never forget the humble beginnings, the tireless com-
mitment of Len and Diane for the well-being of the birds and 
the passion of a handful of people. Bill’s behind the scenes 
contribution in creating one of the 
best bird rehabilitation centers in 
the world cannot be overestimated.

In some ways the Trust has 
transformed, changed and grown 
over the last 35 years, but the pas-
sion remains; the goals remain; 
the commitment remains. Equal-
ly important, Diane, Chris Sou-
cy and Bill Conger remain - the 
heart remains.

Join us on September 27th at 
The Stone House in Warren, NJ 
when we celebrate the Trust’s 35th 
anniversary as a non-profit orga-
nization and recognize Bill for his 
game-changing contribution. We 
know Len would be proud of his 
beloved legacy and thrilled to rec-
ognize his best friend.

Raptor Trust Board Chairman, William F. Conger

SAVE THE DATE

Sept 27, 2018

6:30 -  9 :30PM

�e Stone House at Stirling Ridge 

50 STIRLING RD.  WARREN,  NJ 07059

THE RAPTOR TRUST 
35TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

HONORING

WILLIAM F. CONGER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES,  THE RAPTOR TRUST

PARTNER,  RED HOOK MANAGEMENT
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MONEY MATTERS
Thanks to all of the generous donations we received from individuals, foundations and corporations, 2017 was a busy year 

in the finance department. We rely heavily on donations as we do not receive any federal or state funding. Here is a snapshot 
of our income and expenses for the year.

� Donations - 89%

� Sales and Investments - 9%

� Education Programs and Events - 2%

� Administrative Costs, includes depreciation - 34%

�	 Infirmary	and	Medical	Costs	-	42%

�	Campus	and	Facilities	Maintenance	-	17%

� Education Programs - 7%

2017 INCOME (PERCENTAGE)

2017 EXPENSES

2017
INCOME

2017
EXPENSES

FINANCE

LETTER FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
by Bill Conger

2017 was a great year for TRT. Our 
“Take Flight Campaign” was a soaring 
success and as I write this letter, our 
new Mobile Surgery Center is in place 
and ready for use. The renovation of our 
infirmary is on schedule for completion 
prior to the beginning of 2018 baby bird 
season. Thanks to all who contributed 
to our first capital campaign ever. Blake 
Putnam, our Director of Development 
and Chris Soucy, Raptor Trust Head 
Kahuna, both get a well-deserved tip of 
the hat. Enduring thanks to the Board 
for their efforts on this campaign and to 
the staff for their input, assistance and 
patience. 

The statistics and stories in this re-
port attest to our leadership in wildlife 
rehabilitation not only in the state of New 

Jersey, but throughout the United States. 
It is worth noting that one quarter of the 
birds we handle yearly are non-native 
species. One of our three primary mis-
sions is “to provide free care and assis-
tance to injured, sick, or orphaned wild 
birds.” As capacity becomes an issue in 
the future, this is a question we will have 
to wrestle with. On a brighter note, we 
continue to expand our educational mis-
sion and the Len Soucy Memorial Lec-
ture series is part of that effort. 

Last year we added two new Trust-
ees: Caroline Ford and Rick Weiman. 
While new to the Board of Trustees, nei-
ther is a newcomer to The Raptor Trust. 
Caroline is a long-time nature lover, 10 
year TRT volunteer and Treasurer of the 
NJ Historical Garden Foundation. Rick 

is a long time TRT volunteer “Raptor 
Runner” and a trustee of the Conserve 
Wildlife Foundation of NJ. 

Veteran Raptor Trust board mem-
ber, Secretary and Executive Committee 
member, Marion Philips, retired after 
over 10 years on the Board. She contin-
ues her more than 15 year run as a vol-
unteer. Few people have contributed as 
much to the growth of the organization 
and the transition in leadership as Mari-
on. We are beyond grateful that Marion 
shared her passion, talents and time with 
us for so long. She isn’t going too far – 
Marion will continue to staff the admit 
office desk every Saturday and has been 
elected Trustee Emeritus. Our deepest 
thanks and appreciation to Marion.
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PARTNERING WITH NEW JERSEY AUDUBON
by Alyssa Frediani

Window strikes are a well-known 
cause of mortality for wild birds. Large 
flocks of songbirds migrate along the 
east coast each year during the spring 
and fall, using a route called the Atlan-
tic flyway. This pathway brings them 
straight through some of the most heav-
ily populated cities in the country. Many 
of these birds migrate at night, where 
the darkness protects them from daytime 
predators. Unfortunately, lights glowing 
within buildings and highly reflective 
glass windows can be very disorienting 
for the migrating birds. Huge numbers of 
birds hit windows and are left lying on 
the ground, stunned or seriously injured. 
They may not know which way to go 
when faced with a large, reflective build-
ing, and will often hit a building repeated-
ly if it is directly in their migratory path. 

Several years ago, a Raptor Trust 
supporter named Peter Monti took ac-
tion. He began rescuing these stunned 
birds from around certain buildings in 
Newark, bringing them to us for treat-
ment. For over two years during peak 
migration season each spring and fall, 
Peter would go out every morning be-
fore dawn and rescue all the songbirds 
he found on the ground, bring them to 

us, and then return to work in 
Newark, seven days a week, 
for weeks at a time. In 2015 
he brought us 183 birds, of 
which 88% were released. In 
2016 he brought us 138 birds, of which 
89% were released. Many of these birds 
needed only a few hours to recover from 
minor concussions in a dark, quiet room. 
Some of them required a bit more time, 
mainly due to more severe head trauma 
or an eye injury that resulted from their 
collision. 

Peter recruited a few individuals to 
help, but worked largely on his own. The 
volume of birds remained steady and The 
Raptor Trust staff reached out to New 
Jersey Audubon as a partner who could 
bring a systematic research focus to the 
problem. New Jersey Audubon took an 
interest, and with the help of PSE&G, 
have secured funding for a multi-year 
study. Their project, called “Evaluating 
Bird/Building Interactions in Newark, 
New Jersey”, aims to determine which 
buildings are doing the most damage, 
and how to work with the community, 
property owners and businesses in prob-
lem areas to counteract the phenome-
non. Their focus is on 12 known prob-

lem buildings in Newark, including the 
Prudential Center, the PSE&G building, 
and the Seton Hall Law School. These 
large buildings, with lots of windows, 
are a death trap for migrating warblers 
and other songbirds. 

The Audubon researchers and vol-
unteers like Peter Monti go out every 
morning during migration season, seven 
days a week, before sunrise to patrol the 
buildings. At the end of their patrol the 
injured birds are brought to us, where 
we evaluate them and then release or re-
habilitate them. During 2017, Audubon 
and Peter Monti brought us 350 birds, 
of 51 different species, including com-
mon birds such as White-throated Spar-
rows, Northern Parulas and Common 
Yellowthroats, and rarer birds such as a 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Canada Warbler 
and Bay-breasted Warbler. We were able 
to release 298 of these birds (85%). We 
are so grateful that this project is grow-
ing in scope.

 This White-throated Sparrow is among the many 
birds affected by glass collisions during its annual 
migration.

REHABILITATION/PARTNERS

LEN SOUCY MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES, NOV 2017
The 2017 keynote presenter for the Len Soucy Memorial Lecture series was Pulitzer Prize nominee, Scott Weidensaul. 

Scott is an award-winning author on environmental topics. Scott’s groundbreaking initiative, Project SNOWstorm, which uses 
lightweight, solar-powered radio telem-
etry to track the migratory behavior of 
Snowy Owls, is one of the largest public-
ly-funded, collaborative raptor research 
projects ever.

Scott’s Project SNOWstorm presenta-
tion to our sold-out crowd was engaging, 
informative and entertaining. Thanks to 
Scott and all who were able to join for this 
fantastic event!Scott Weidensaul and TRT Director, 

Chris Soucy, at the Len Soucy  
Memorial Lecture, Nov 2017.

Raptor enthusiast, Jack Tonzola, 
meets with Scott Weidensaul.
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DUKE FARMS KESTREL RELEASE,  
SEPTEMBER 1, 2017

On a warm, sunny day in early September, we traveled to one of the most 
beautiful places in NJ – Duke Farms in Hillsborough – to release several fledgling 
American Kestrels that had come in through the summer as orphans from various 
places in the state. Healthy and ready to go, they flew fast and high, playing and 
chasing each other in the trees above.

We thank our friends at Duke for the opportunity to release these birds in one of 
the finest pieces of Kestrel habitat remaining in NJ for this declining species.

Since 2006, Duke has actively 
placed Kestrel nesting boxes and moni-
tored breeding activity throughout their 
property, which encompasses several 
thousand acres in central New Jersey. 
They have recorded nearly 100 young 
Kestrels raised and fledged in the last 
decade. Radio-telemetry birds from 
Duke have been recorded as far south 
as Florida.

We are excited to continue this 
partnership with Duke Farms and are 
especially interested to see if any our 
rehab birds will assimilate into the 
population there. 

REHABILITATION/PARTNERS

METHANE FLAME SUCCESSFULLY REMEDIATED
A gigantic methane plume towers above a landfill in Lyndhurst. In recent 

years, this massive torch has been the demise of many migratory birds, including 
raptors who have been brought to TRT for treatment. Many species of birds have 
been spotted near this landfill with burn injuries, including Kestrels, Red-tailed 
Hawks, Osprey and Rough-legged Hawks. 

Our colleagues at Bergen County Audubon have been monitoring this situa-
tion, and they have been responsible for both the recovery of many of the birds 
found there as well as sounding the first alarms and bringing attention to the issue.

Many long conversations between Bergen County Audubon, the landowner 
(New Jersey Sports Exposition Authority), the US Fish and Wildlife Service, The 
Raptor Trust and other organizations have finally resulted in what appears to 
be positive action and a successful solution. The landowner, NJSEA, with help 
from PSE&G, has erected a large cage net around the methane plume to deter the 

birds. Bergen County Audubon 
members on the ground there say 
that it seems to be working, and 
they are reporting results to US 
Fish and Wildlife with hope that 
this project may serve as a model 
that can be used elsewhere with 
similar success. 

Burned Red-tailed Hawk at TRT  
for rehab.

 American Kestrel with wing and tail 
feather damage. (photo: Jill Homcy)
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EDUCATION

AVIAN CARE SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
by Shari Stern

The Avian Care Summer Internship Program began 20 years ago and has grown into a vibrant learning experience for col-
lege age students interested in wildlife rehabilitation and conservation. Eight students join us each summer and participate in 
a variety of hands-on learning opportunities, designed to provide a wide range of experiences related to rehabilitation care and 
guided by our talented medical staff. We wish each one a bright future in the world of wildlife conservation.

• Shannon Connors - University of Delaware
• Tyler Dix - Susquehanna University
• Aidan Huczko - Stockton College
• Mackenzie McClay - Warren Wilson College

• Kaylee Motter - Boston University
• Temperance Norton - Bryn Mawr College
• Brooke Ross - Juniata College

Thank you to the following for their continued support of the Avian Care Summer Internship.
• Family and Friends of Amanda Crosby
• Conger Family Foundation
• Great Companions Fund of  

The Community Foundation of New Jersey

• Investors Savings Bank
• Family and Friends of Mary Johnston

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT UPDATE
by Donna Pandolfino

2017 brought some significant changes and updates to our ed-
ucation classroom. Our on-site programs now take place in a class-
room that is fresh, bright and full of new displays. We received an 
education grant to purchase a flat-screen television, new computers 
and other technology. Although we love antiques, it was time for an 
upgrade. Custom-made display cases (thanks to long-time volunteer 
Bob Cruickshank!) hold eggs, feathers, nests and other raptor artifacts. 
The addition of new track lighting really makes the displays pop. 

These updates to our classroom lend themselves perfectly to a new volunteer program at the Trust. We will soon be introducing 
a docent program which will allow us to have the classroom open to the public on weekends during the summer. The public will 
have the chance to interact with some new hands-on displays and games in the classroom and see all the exciting updates. Stay 
tuned for further information!

Educational programs, both on-site and outreach, are presented year-round. We reach schools, scouts, libraries, garden 
clubs, home schools, community groups and more. Check our website for special events. Call us 908-647-1091 or email at 
Education@TheRaptorTrust.org 

Updated displays and new flat-screen  
in the classroom.

INTERN SPOTLIGHT - SHANNON CONNORS
Shannon Connors was the 2017 Amanda Crosby Internship Award Recipient and 
attends the University of Delaware where she is a Wildlife Conservation and Ecology 
major. From Green Brook, NJ, Shannon has always been an animal lover: 

“I am grateful to have had the opportunity to work at an amazing place and do some-
thing so meaningful. Working in rehabilitation centers is my dream and the hands-on 
learning that The Raptor Trust has afforded me is a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
Thank you for this amazing chance to work with such a great team of people doing 
such important work within the community.”
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THE FLOCK - OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEER CORPS
Our dedicated volunteers take on a wide range of responsibilities from sweeping floors, cleaning raptor cages and 

cutting grass for feeding goslings, directing visitors, inputting medical records and many other daily tasks. They bring 
their background experience and individual skills to every part of our operations. Volunteers have assisted us with many 
special projects, lending their skills in photography, technology, carpentry, graphic design, copy editing and more. As 
we grow and expand, our dedicated volunteers continue be the backbone of our work force. Thank you to all our 2017  
volunteers - we couldn’t do it all without you!

2016 Jason Acevedo
2015 Mary Kay Adams
2016 Tim Albert
2017 Laureen Anderson
2003 Nita Blatt
2016 Margaret Blewett
1992 Jennifer Books
2001 Judy Books
2017 Kyra Broomfield
2017 Susan Browne
2017 Emily Cafaro
2016 Jack Callahan
2016 Mitchell Callahan
2017 Sarah Carruthers
2017 Abigail Cashel
2016 Marion Ceruzzi
2017 Lin Chu
2006 Janet Cicariello-Cook
2013 Ashley Cohen
2017 Megan Crouse
2005 Bob Cruickshank
2017 Wendy Davis
2017 Heather Dobosz
2013 Melanie Dodds
2017 Gretalyn Donato
2005 Richard D’Orazio
2017 Carolyn Doyle
2015 Elizabeth Drenkard
2017 Sara Maquez Durst
2015 Grace Eid
2017 Nicole Emmanuel
2008 Debra Falanga
2001 Barbara Feno
2017 Katherine Fenyar
2017 Jacob Fink
2009 Caroline Ford
2009 Barbara Franko
2015 Debra Freundlich
2016 Scott Galdos
2014 Trish Gradley

2003 Bob Gray
1999 Stephen Gruber
2003 Fred Harvey
2007 Joan Hoeckele
2000 Lisa Huguenin
2014 Amanda Hummell
2016 Sigrid Huxel
2017 Heidy Isabel
2014 Russell Jackson
2013 Melanie Krebner
2017 Tricia LaGrace
2017 Arya Lakshmanan
2016 Kerri Laudati
2017 Scott Laudati
2017 Elizabeth Lechocinski
2017 Lindsey Lee
2016 Warren Leonard
2017 Christine MacNaul
2016 Karen MacNaul
2017 Kiera Malone
2017 Ted Mastalski
2017 Megan Metzelaar
2017 Shannon Merolla
2017 Jason Meyer
2016 Nikki Miller
2003 Muriel Mota
2017 Amulya Mummaneni
2017 Cara McNamara
2016 Kulsoom Naser
2017 Julianna Nienart
2016 Samuel O’Brien
2017 Micheal Peng
2016 Kelly Peng

2016 Cara Perrone
2002 Marion Philips
2017 Kayla Port
2016 Samantha Prestia
2017 Brendan Quinn
2016 Kevin Redden
2017 Lindsay Riesenman
2016 Nora Roemer
2011 John Roepke
2017 Andrew Rogers
2017 Shanelly Rosado- Acevedo
2017 Charlie Ross
2016 Mark Samuels
2016 Gabriele Schmitt
2016 Amanda Schuster
2017 AJ Schuster
2016 Tim Schwed
2016 Lance Shen-Kinny
2017 Rachael Sitzer
1999 Danielle Sonye-Reising
2017 Denise Soppas
2010 Chris Springle
2016 Emma Stierhoff
2015 Jennifer Stollery
2013 Doris Stoner
2017 John Viglione
2017 Stacey Volanto
2017 David Walker
2017 Tiffany Weatherford
2017 Marisa Wilson
2012 Richard Wislocky

VOLUNTEERS

Super volunteer, 
Muriel Mota, 
celebrates her 
90th birthday at 
The Raptor Trust!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
TOUR TALKS—Guided Tours of The Raptor Trust

Saturday, May 26: 11am and 1pm
Saturday, June 30: 11am and 1pm
Saturday, September 1: 11am and 1pm

Adults $10, children (12 years and under) $5. 

FOCUS ON RAPTORS—Photo event for amateur and pro photographers
Saturday, October 13: 2 to 4pm. 

Adults only. Limit of 10 people. $175. 

OWLS IN THE HOUSE—Owl program and nest box building workshop 
Saturday, November 10: 2pm.

Ages 7 and up. $10 per person ($40 box kit optional).

GREAT SWAMP OWL PROWL—Owl program and Great Swamp field trip
Saturday, December 15: 7pm. 

Ages 15 and up. Suggested donation: $20. 

Registration is required. For more information see  
www.TheRaptorTrust.org  

To register, please call 908-647-1091

1390 White Bridge Road
Millington, NJ 07946
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