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SERMON: 9/12/21  
Dr. Harry Schmitz 
 
St. John’s Stanford        

 

Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength, my redeemer, and my wisdom.  

 
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus asks a very significant question of his disciples. He asks them, 
“Who do people say that I am? Dissatisfied with their answers, he asks Peter the apostle for a 
more personal answer, “Who do you say that I am.” Peter tells Jesus he is the Messiah, 
meaning the anointed one of God, or in the Greek, Kristos, anglicized as Christ.  
 
Jesus wants to be known for who he is. He is looking for relationship with those he loves.  He is 
looking for a relationship based on intimacy and accompaniment. In a word, Jesus desires 
friendship. Revealing ourselves to another invites relationship. The more we reveal of our true 
and intimate self, the more we become known and recognized for who we truly are. When the 
other person responds in kind, friendship can begin. Jesus wants the same thing, to be called 
and recognized for who he is. And he wants to know each of us fully. 
 
What if Jesus asked you the very same personal question he asked Peter: “Who do you say that 
I am?” What is your answer?  Let’s each take a moment to think about it. So, who is Jesus for 
you?  
 
Is he a wise prophet and teacher, the Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, friend, companion, 
lover, brother, or someone else? Your response to the question of who Jesus is may vary at 
different times in your life. It did for Peter and the disciples in all the gospel accounts. Their 
understanding of Jesus grew in experience and wisdom as they accompanied him in building 
the kingdom of God. 
 
And how about your relationship with Jesus? Is Jesus looking for an intimate relationship with 
each of with you, with me, with us, whether we want one?  What is Jesus calling us, you, and 
me to be? And if we know what that is, do we listen? Are we committed to follow his call? Do 
we know what it means to do so and put it into words?   
 
Or do we too, like Peter, listen to the adversarial voices we find in the ways of the world. It’s 
easy for humans to do. How do we figure it out? Peter struggled yet remained in his 
relationship with Jesus. He stuck it out, even though he was many times rebuked by Jesus. 
Every rupture in Peter’s relationship with Jesus, from today’s story of being rebuked and called 
Satan to the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus three times in the courtyard of the high priest’s 
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house, resulted in a deeper and more intimate relationship between Peter and Jesus.  And in 
his relationship with Jesus, Peter acquired wisdom. 
 
Let’s add another layer for us to consider in our reply to the question of who Jesus is? Let’s first 
consider the following. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul states that Jesus is the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. This revelation in the New Testament has very deep roots in the 
Wisdom books of the Old Testament, from Job through Proverbs, Sirach, and the Wisdom of 
Solomon, and culminates in the Gospel stories. And when John writes in the opening of his 
Gospel that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us as Jesus, he could just as well have 
said that Wisdom became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus is the Wisdom/Sophia of God 
incarnate. 
 
Wisdom certainly takes on concrete expression in our first reading this morning from Proverbs. 
We are given a wonderful and compelling picture of wisdom shouting in the streets and raising 
her voice in the squares.  The use of the feminine is a grammatical construct, for Wisdom has 
no gender. The importance of the passage is that it portrays Wisdom in action. Scripture and 
the early church have typically seen Jesus as Wisdom personified. Just think of the once largest 
church in Christendom in Turkey called Hagia Sophia or Holy Wisdom built in 532 AD. The 
church was dedicated to mark the birthday of Jesus. Its patronal feast is Christmas day to 
commemorate of the incarnation of the Logos. Sophia is the Latin transliteration of the Greek 
word for wisdom.  
 
Wisdom indeed is shouting in the streets. What would you say to this voice of Jesus crying out 
in the streets at the busiest time of your life? Will you listen to the voice of Jesus and feel 
secure and at ease? Will you listen and recognize that this voice is Wisdom indeed, the Logos, 
the Wisdom of God spoken of by John in his Gospel.  
 
Will you hear that Wisdom also is whispering in silence in the deepest recesses of your heart to 
ask for a relationship with you? Do you recognize Wisdom when she comes to you as the voice 
of affirmation, consolation, or presence? Or recognize her when she comes as the voice alerting 
us to take care, to be wise, to discern well, to avoid evil and desolation. What would you say to 
this voice of Jesus who is Wisdom shouting or whispering to you, to all of us at our deepest 
selves? 
 
When we read about the earthly life of Jesus, we see Wisdom in action. And we know that 
instinctively when we become perplexed and say “WWJD?” or more openly “What would Jesus 
do?” In his letter to the Philippians (2:5), Paul urges us with a powerful injunction: “Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s words tell us that we are not just 
supposed to admire Jesus, but follow him by acquiring his consciousness, and live in his 
wisdom. 
 
Cynthia Bourgeault, mystic, author, and Episcopal priest points out that for over 1600 years 
Christianity has placed more emphasis on the things we know about Jesus than on a 
relationship with him. She goes on to say that this was not how it was done in the early church.  



 3 

 
She asks: “How do we put on the mind of Christ? How do we see through his eyes? How do we 
feel through his heart? How do we learn to respond to the world with that same wholeness and 
healing love?” To put on the mind of Christ, to let Christ as Wisdom be our guide is a tough 
thing, an awesome thing we might think. But not really. It’s straightforward and simple.  
It’s a wisdom of the heart and not the mind. A wisdom of love. Love of ourselves as God loves 
us. Love of another as God loves them. 
 
It’s a consciousness focused on love of self, neighbor, and God in action. 
 
Of course, I do not have to heed the invitation of wisdom, I can choose to ignore my doctor’s 
advice to quit smoking or refuse to take the Covid vaccine shot.   
 

1. What does Wisdom say about ignoring traffic limits on the highway so I can get home 
several minutes earlier?  

 
2. What is Wisdom saying about the plight of all persons who are othered and placed at 

the margins of our culture?  
 

3. What is wisdom saying in our world today about the need for gun safety? 
 

4. What is Wisdom saying about the need for protections and laws for universal voting 
rights? 

 
5. What does Wisdom say when I say I am not racist or prejudiced in any way?  

 
6. What does Wisdom say to me about the needs of the poor and all who struggle to make 

ends meet?  
 

7. What does Wisdom say about squandering natural resources and ignoring 
environmental demands?  

 
8. What does Wisdom say when I say that can do whatever I want because I can? Is that 

the way of wisdom? 
 
I find the Voice of Wisdom to be a wonderful challenge. Wisdom brings me back to try again to 
love others and face the demands any relationship brings.  
 
Our reading of Proverbs today states it simply and directly: waywardness kills, and complacency 
destroys.  In each instance there are natural consequences of our choice not brought on by 
God, but by a willfulness to totally ignore the natural and predictable consequences of my 
greed, entitlement, vindictiveness.  
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But our reading of Proverbs today ends hopefully. Wisdom still has the last word. For as the last 
verse of today’s reading states, Wisdom continues day after day to invite us to listen. To listen. 
To listen to her even after we have scoffed and hated her knowledge.  To respond to her 
invitation and welcome her as Wisdom, as Jesus into my life. 
 
Psalm 19, our psalm appointed for the day offers the same message; “One day tells its tale to 
another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. For the testimony of the Lord gives 
Wisdom. To listen and be silent in letting God be God.  
 
For God comes to us not only in the silence but in our everyday encounters requiring a choice 
between true Wisdom and the ways of the world. 
 
I’d like to close with the full version of the Serenity Prayer, by the American theologian 
Reinhold Niebuhr.  Let us pray my friends for Wisdom. 
 
God, give me grace to accept with serenity 
the things that cannot be changed, 
Courage to change the things 
which should be changed, 
and the Wisdom to distinguish 
the one from the other. 
 
Living one day at a time, 
Enjoying one moment at a time, 
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as Jesus did, 
This sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would have it, 
Trusting that You will make all things right, 
If I surrender to Your will, 
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, 
And supremely happy with You forever in the next. 
 
Amen. 
 


