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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
December 13, 2020 

 

PRELUDE  
What is the Crying at Jordan?  (St. Mark's, Berkeley) 

"Lord, give us grace to awake us, to see the branch that begins to bloom" 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME 
 
Advent III 

People of God: return! 

You are called to be God’s own 

From the mountains announce the good news. 

God comes in justice and peace, 

to all who follow his ways. 

You are God’s children. 

Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ 

today and for ever. 

Amen. 

THE OPENING HYMN  
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding  (Merton) 

"Honor, glory, might and blessing to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run" 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

       Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
     And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 
     Amen. 

It is customary to make the Sign of the Cross here. Subsequent places where making the Sign of the Cross is 

appropriate will be marked with a ✙     

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 



hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Celebrant says to the people 

       The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

 
Celebrant 

     Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



People         Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, 
but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 

Celebrant:      The word of the Lord. 
People:          Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 126 

In convertendo 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The LORD has done great things for them." 

4 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 

On Jordan's Stormy Banks I Stand  (American Melody) 



"All o'er those wide extended plains, shines one eternal day; 
there God the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away" 

 

        THE GOSPEL LESSON 

  
     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
     according to Matthew  

People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah 
said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

       The Gospel of the Lord. 

People      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the   Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    ✙  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 



For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air. For those in missionary service, especially 

Michelle for those in military service, especially David, Ryan, Robby, Stephanie, Annmarie, Eli, 

Lou, John, Blake, and Bud, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those celebrating a birthday, especially Bart Hancock and Philip DeGroot 
 

Bless those celebrating an anniversary, and those traveling, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 

mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the suffering, and for the sick, especially 

Betty Palfy, Ronnie Monyak, Megan Bednarski, Landyn Hill, Abbey Villarreall, Barb Pertz,  

Lorraine Fahey, Suzie Pachmyer, Jan Staub, Rita, Ruth Ihde, Jackie Guerra, Rudy Capece, 

Carole Pozek, Linda Gulla, Clint Hist, Sally Ebersole, Frank Abbott, Bill and Pat Hacker, 

Nellie Cooper, Tommy Weese, The McKinney Family, Tommy, Helen Depp, Tina 

Mrozek, Claudie D’Arras, Tony, David Miller, Clint Anderson, Scott Pochatek, Christina, 

Sue Zindar, and Martha Kareff; homebound members and those we serve at Berea Healthcare.  

Is there anyone you would like to remember? (pause); For the recovering, Jojo Lisi, Ron Worley, John 

Staub, Chris, Holly Vincent, and George; and those who are care givers, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

✙  For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially Betty Palfy and Alice McTernan 
and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 



For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in your compassion protect us, O Lord, by your grace. Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Thomas, and of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 
 

Loving God, for the salvation of all you gave Jesus Christ as light to a world in darkness: 
Illumine us, as you did your daughter Lucy, with the light of Christ, that by the merits of his 
passion, we may be led to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 



goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

"Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning" 
 

African American Spiritual 
 

 

The Priest, places the bread on the paten (plate), raises, and says: 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made:  it will 
become for us the Bread of Life. 

 
People:  Blessed be God forever. 
 

The Priest then pours wine and a little water  
into the chalice.  Raising the chalice, he says: 

 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 

wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands:  it will become our 
spiritual Drink. 

People:  Blessed be God forever 

 
The Celebrant then washes his hands, saying silently: 
 
 I will wash my hands in innocency, O Lord, and so will I go to  
 your altar; that I may show the voice of thanksgiving and tell  
 of all your wondrous works.” 

 

       THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, 
faces them and sings or says 

The Lord be with you 



 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 
 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your 
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

THE SANCTUS 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 

People      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Thomas, 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 

People and Celebrant 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FRACTION  

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
grant us your peace. 

 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 
                                   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

I'm Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger  (American Folk Song) 

 
Spiritual Communion 

 
All, in person or at home, are invited to make a Spiritual Communion at this time. 
 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, (and remembering particularly my own parish and those 
worshiping there) I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of 
this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory. 

And particularly for the blessings given me…. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I 
unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 



After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FINAL HYMN 
O Zion, haste, thy Mission High Fulfilling  (Tidings) 

"O Zion, ere thou meet him, make known to every heart His saving grace" 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Hark! The Glad sound, the Savior Comes  (Richmond) 

"Herald, sound the note of gladness; tell the news that Christ is here" 
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