
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
50 E. Bagley Road   Berea, OH  44017  

 

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., Bishop 

The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost                            November 8, 2020 

The Reverend David R. Radzik, Rector 
Rector Cell Phone: 440-305-0264 

Rector Office Phone: 440-234-3499 
Rector E-mail: Rector@stthomaschurch-berea.org 

Michelle Killin-Keith, Parish Administrator  
Phone: 440-234-5241 

E-Mail: church@stthomaschurch-berea.org  

                                             Kira Seaton, Minister of Music 
Scuola.musica@sbcglobal.net 
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PRELUDE  
Once He Came In Blessing    (Gottes Sohn ist kommen) 

"Still He comes within us, still His voice would win us from the sins that hurt us" 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME 

 
THE OPENING HYMN  

Praise Our Great and Gracious Lord   (Moaz Zur) 
"God it is who grants us sure retreat and refuge nigh" 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

       Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
     And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 
     Amen. 

It is customary to make the Sign of the Cross here. Subsequent places where making the Sign of the Cross is 

appropriate will be marked with a ✙     

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 
we praise you for your glory. 
 



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Celebrant says to the people 

       The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

 
Celebrant 

     Let us pray. 

  

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like 
him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

People         Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry 
of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 



up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Celebrant:      The word of the Lord. 
People:          Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 70 

Deus, in adjutorium 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 

2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
"Great is the LORD!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
O LORD, do not tarry. 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 

Before Thy Throne, God,We Kneel    (St.Petersburg) 
"A newborn people may we rise, more pure, more true, more nobly wise." 

 

        THE GOSPEL LESSON 

  
     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
     according to Matthew  

People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 



Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight 
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

       The Gospel of the Lord. 

People      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the   Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    ✙  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 



For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air. For those in missionary service, especially 

Michelle for those in military service, especially David, Ryan, Robby, Stephanie, Annmarie, Eli, 

Lou, John, Blake, and Bud, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those celebrating a birthday, especially Jan Smith 
 

Bless those celebrating an anniversary, especially Charles & Marilyn Glass and those traveling, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the suffering, and for the sick, especially 

Morgan Childrey, Ron Worley, Lorraine Fahey, Suzie Pachmyer, Jan Staub, Rita, Ruth 

Ihde, Jackie Guerra, Rudy Capece, Carole Pozek, Linda Gulla, Clint Hist, Sally Ebersole, 

Frank Abbott, Bill and Pat Hacker, Nellie Cooper, Tommy Weese, The McKinney Family, 

Tommy, Helen Depp, Tina Mrozek, Claudie D’Arras, Tony, David Miller, Clint Anderson, 

Scott Pochatek, Christina, Sue Zindar, and Martha Kareff; homebound members and those we 

serve at Berea Healthcare.  Is there anyone you would like to remember? (pause); For the recovering, 

Rebecca Cuson, Joanne Lisi (Jojo), John Staub, Chris, Holly Vincent, Kira Seaton, and 

George; and those who are care givers, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

✙  For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in your compassion protect us, O Lord, by your grace. Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Thomas, and of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 



We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the devoted witness of Richard Baxter, who out of love 
for you followed his conscience at cost to himself, and at all times rejoiced to sing your praises in 
word and deed; and we pray that our lives, like his, may be well-tuned to sing the songs of love, and 
all our days be filled with praise of Jesus Christ our Lord; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE OFFERTORY 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence   (Picardy) 

" Christ Our God to Earth descendeth,our full homage to demand." 

 

The Priest, places the bread on the paten (plate), raises, and says: 



Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made:  it will 
become for us the Bread of Life. 

 
People:  Blessed be God forever. 
 

The Priest then pours wine and a little water  
into the chalice.  Raising the chalice, he says: 

 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 

wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands:  it will become our 
spiritual Drink. 

People:  Blessed be God forever 

 
The Celebrant then washes his hands, saying silently: 
 
 I will wash my hands in innocency, O Lord, and so will I go to  
 your altar; that I may show the voice of thanksgiving and tell  
 of all your wondrous works.” 
 

       THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, 
faces them and sings or says 

The Lord be with you 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 

People      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 
 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your 
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

THE SANCTUS 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 



Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Thomas, 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever.  Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE FRACTION  

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
grant us your peace. 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

                                   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Judge Eternal Throned in Splendor  (Komm, oh komm, du Geist des Lebens) 
 

Spiritual Communion 
 
 

All, in person or at home, are invited to make a Spiritual Communion at this time. 
 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, (and remembering particularly my own parish and those 
worshiping there) I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of 
this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory. 

And particularly for the blessings given me…. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I 
unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 



Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE FINAL HYMN 
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  (Cmw Rhonda) 

"Songs of praises I will ever give to Thee" 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Sleepers, Wake! A Voice Astounds Us  (Wachet auf) 

"Zion hears the watchmen singing; Her heart with joyful hope is springing" 
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