
"Self-insured Workers' Compensation Fund Members"

Michigan: Return to School Safely 
(Driving and In Class Room)
As summer winds down, students across the country are 
getting ready to go back to school. But whether your child gets 
to school via the bus, biking, walking or carpooling, it’s 
important to be aware of traffic risks. School zones can get 
congested and hectic during drop-off and pick-up, which 
increases the risk of an accident.

Sadly, there were more than 1,000 fatal school-transportation-
related crashes between 2011 and 2020, with an average of 
113 fatalities per year. Some studies have found that as many 
as 40 students are hit by a vehicle while walking each day, 
resulting in more than 15,000 injuries on an annual basis.

In many cases, school zone crashes are preventable. For 
parents who drive their kids to school, following posted speed 
limits, being aware of your surroundings and staying off your 
cell phone can reduce the risk of a collision. If your kids walk or 
bike to school, it’s important to educate them on how to stay 
safe while traveling to school alone.

Michigan: Return to School Safely (Driving and In Class Room)

If you are preparing to send your kids back to the classroom, understanding 
traffic safety can help keep your child and other students out of harm’s 
way. In this guide, we will share some back to school traffic safety statistics, 
provide a few tips for driving safely in school zones and explain how you 
can do your part to keep kids safe during school drop-off and pick-up.  

Back to school traffic & safety statistics:
• Students are roughly 70 times more likely to get to school safely while

taking the school bus instead of getting to school in a passenger car.
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•

•
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An estimated 152,000 school-age children are injured during normal
school travel hours each year. Roughly 80% of those injuries occur in
passenger vehicles, while only 4% are school-bus related.

An estimated 55% of school-aged children deaths in the U.S. occur
when a teenager is driving.

A joint study from Safe Kids Worldwide and FedEx found that
crosswalks were missing in 3 out of 10 school zones. It was also
discovered that only 4 in 10 school zones had posted speed limits of 20
mph or below.

Each week in the U.S., there are five teen pedestrian deaths.(Safe Kids
Worldwide)

Since 2013, there have been 13% more pedestrian deaths among kids
between the ages of 12-19.

Pedestrian deaths have dropped significantly, but rates vary based on
age. Fatality rates in children under age 12 have decreased by 74% since
1995. However, fatality rates in kids between the ages of 12-19 have
only dropped 37% during that time. (Safe Kids Worldwide)

In an observation of 39,000 middle and high school students, it was
found that 1 in 4 high school students walked while distracted. 31% of
students walked while looking at their phones and 44% walked while
listening to music.
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Unsafe behaviors during pick up and drop 
off: Dropping off and picking up your kids 
from school becomes second nature, but 
these are the times when accidents are 
most likely to occur. Here are some of the 
most common situations that can lead to 
school zone collisions involving children.

Using your cellphone: According to a study 
from Safe Kids Worldwide, more than 1 in 
10 drivers were distracted by their cell 
phone during school drop off or pick up. 
Drivers at smaller, less densely populated 
schools had greater instances of distracted 
driving.

Speeding in a school zone: Speeding in 
school zones can increase the risk of a 
collision with a pedestrian, cyclist or other 
vehicle. The study from Safe Kids 
Worldwide found that only 4 in 10 school 
zones had speed limits below 20 mph.

Blocking crosswalks: Blocking crosswalks 
to drop off a student at school can have 
serious consequences. It limits visibility 
and other drivers may not see a student 
who tries to cross in front or behind a 
vehicle that is blocking the crosswalk.

Unloading kids across the street: When 
you drop off children at school, the safest 
place to let them out of the car is in the 
school parking lot, or on the same side of 
the street as the school’s entrance. 
Dropping kids off on the opposite side of 
the street can increase the chance of a 
pedestrian collision.

Stopping too close behind a bus: If you are 
driving behind a school bus, it’s important 
to stop at least 10 ft behind the vehicle. 
Kids may get off the bus and run around 
the back without realizing that there are 
other vehicles coming up behind the bus.

Not yielding to cyclists: Drivers need to 
practice extra caution when approaching a 
cyclist. If you come up on a cyclist, only 
pass when it’s safe and give the rider at 
least three feet of space. Always wait for 
the rider to pass when you are preparing 
to turn and slow down to signal their right 
of way.

Check your side mirrors: If you or your 
children are getting out of the vehicle 
during drop off, check your side mirrors to 
make sure it’s safe before opening the 
door. You could accidentally hit a 
pedestrian or cyclist who may be close to 
the vehicle.

How to drive safely in a school zone: 
Driving with caution through a school zone 
keeps everyone safe. But many people are 
not aware that certain traffic violations in a 
school zone can have more serious 
consequences. Here are some of the things 
that could occur if you get caught driving 
unsafely in a school zone:

Speeding ticket: School zones usually have 
specific speed limits, often 25 mph or less. If 
you get a ticket for speeding in a school 
zone, the fine might be higher than the fine 
for a ticket in a non-school zone. Keep in 
mind that speeding tickets will impact your 
car insurance premium. When your policy 
renews, you can expect to see an increased 
premium until the ticket is removed from 
your record.

Parking tickets: If you park your vehicle in a 
crosswalk, bike lane or school bus drop-off 
area, you might get a parking ticket. While 
parking tickets don’t affect car insurance 
rates, they can be expensive. Only park your 
vehicle in a designated parking area to avoid 
getting a ticket.

Distracted driving citation: If you are using 
your cellphone while driving in a school 
zone, you can get a ticket for distracted 
driving. Be aware of the texting/talking and 
driving laws in your area, and avoid using 
your cellphone in a school zone for the 
safety of others.

6 Rules for School Safety

1. Learn the school's emergency 
procedures.

2. Know travel routes to and from the 
school.

3. Know and follow school security 
and safety measures.

4. Talk with your child about safety.
5. Inform school staff about health 

and emotional concerns.
6. Get involved.

Being mindful of pedestrians in school zones 
When you are driving in a school zone, it’s 
essential to be aware of your surroundings. 
Children are being dropped off, students and 
teachers are walking across the street and 
through parking lots and cyclists are using bike 
lanes and maneuvering around cars.

When you drive distracted, it’s easy to drive 
through crosswalks without stopping to look for 
pedestrians or cyclists. Remember that not all 
crosswalks are illuminated, and not every school 
zone has a dedicated crossing guard. It’s the 
responsibility of each driver to stay vigilant, drive 
slowly and focus 100% of their attention on 
driving cautiously when near a school during 
peak hours.

In general, the best way to stay alert in school 
zones is to reduce distractions. That means 
putting down your phone, avoiding eating and 
drinking, turning down your radio and taking out 
headphones. Whenever possible, plan your work 
calls or meals for after you have safely dropped 
off or picked up your kids from school, and are 
no longer in the car.

Safe and Supportive Learning Environments

Safe schools promote the protection of students 
from violence, exposure to weapons and threats, 
theft, bullying, and the sale or use of illegal 
substances on school grounds. But school safety 
involves much more than the physical space our 
students occupy. Social, emotional and physical 
safety all play important roles in our students 
lives and academic success. Below are some 
resources to help think about the environment 
and improve the climate for students and staff.

In Michigan last year, there was a total of 103 
fires in K-12 schools. As many school districts 
have re-begun classes in person, there are new 
students and teachers in every school and those 
returning have been away from the classroom 
for an extended amount of time. This year, as a 
result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 
Michigan schools are facing the difficult 
challenge of finding ways that allow teachers and 
students to return to the classroom while 
observing both social distancing and increased 
sanitation requirements, and continuing to 
provide a quality education for students. For 
these reasons, it is important to conduct 
regulated safety drills and follow the 
requirements set forth in law. The MI Safety & 
Drill Planning guidance for the 2020-2021 school 
year can be found at:

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/
MI_Safety_Drill_Guidance_Document_Fi
nal_704924_7.pdf.

Resources: AAA, MDOT, Safe Kids Worldwide 



Back to School 
Safety Checklist

Transportation Safety 
Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, it is extremely important that 
they take proper safety precautions. Here are some tips to make sure your child safely travels 
to school. 

Walking to school 
 

 Review your family’s walking safety rules.
 Walk on the sidewalk, if one is available. When on a street with no sidewalk,

walk facing the traffic.
 Before you cross the street, stop and look left, right and left again to see if cars

are coming.
 Never dart out in front of a parked car.
 Practice walking to school with your child. Cross streets at crosswalks when

available.
Riding a bicycle to school 
 Make sure your child always wears his/her helmet when leaving the house.
 Make sure helmet is fitted and secured properly.
 Teach your children the rules of the road.

 Ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, and in a single file.
 Come to a complete stop before crossing the street. Walk bike across street.

Riding the bus to school 
 Go to the bus stop with your child to teach them the proper way to get on and off the

bus.
 Make sure your children stand six feet away (or 3 giant steps) from the curb.
 If your child and you need to cross the street in front of the bus, walk on the side of the

road until you are 10 feet ahead of the bus. You always should be able to see the bus
driver, and the bus driver always should be able to see you.

School Safety 
Many school-related injuries are completely preventable. Follow these steps to ensure your 
child’s safety at school. 

Preventing backpack-related injuries 
 Chose a backpack for your child carefully. It should have ergonomically designed

features to enhance safety and comfort.
 Don’t overstuff a backpack; it should weigh no more than 10 to 20 percent of your

child’s body weight.
 For example, a child that weighs 60 pounds should carry a backpack no heavier

than 12 pounds.
 Ask your children to use both straps when wearing their backpack to evenly distribute

the weight on their shoulders.
Preventing playground-related injuries 
 Encourage your child to use playgrounds with a soft surface. Avoid playgrounds with

concrete surfaces, as they are too hard if your child falls.
 Children under the age of four should use climbing equipment with assistance and

adult supervision, and watch older children when they’re climbing, especially on
monkey bars.

http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/bicycles/pdf/8019_Fitting-A-Helmet.pdf
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