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Holiday & Winter Safety Newsletter 
Thanksgiving Safety
 For most, the kitchen is the heart of the home, especially during the 
holidays. From testing family recipes to decorating cakes and cookies, 
everyone enjoys being part of the preparations.
So keeping fire safety top of mind in the kitchen during this joyous but 
hectic time is important, especially when there’s a lot of activity and people 
at home. As you start preparing your holiday schedule and organizing that 
large family feast, remember, by following a few simple safety tips you can 
enjoy time with your loved ones and keep yourself and your family safer 
from fire.
Thanksgiving by the numbers:
Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires with more than three 
times the daily average for such incidents. Christmas Day and Christmas 
Eve ranked second and third, with both having nearly twice the daily 
average. 
In 2019, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated 1,400 home 
cooking fires on Thanksgiving, the peak day for such fires.
Unattended cooking was by far the leading contributing factor in cooking 
fires and fire deaths.
Cooking caused half (49 percent) of all reported home fires and more than 
two of every five (42 percent) home fire injuries, and it is the second 

Keweenaw 

leading cause of home fire deaths (20 percent) in 2015-2019.

Top 10 safety tips
• Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stove top so you can 

keep an eye on the food.
• Stay in the home when cooking your turkey, and check on it 

frequently.
• Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids 

should stay three feet away.
• Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or 

splash from vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause serious burns.
• Keep knives out of the reach of children.
• Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate 

warmer or mixer are not dangling off the counter within easy reach of 
a child.

• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children — up 
high in a locked cabinet.

• Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle.
• Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks or 

bags.
• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them by pushing the 

test button.



Food Poisoning Is No Joke

Holiday Safety 
Holiday safety is an issue that burns brightest 
from late November to mid-January, when 
families gather, parties are scheduled and travel 
spikes. While the holidays might look a little 
different this year due to the pandemic, smaller 
outdoor or indoor in-person gatherings are still 
possible if everyone agrees to maintain a safe 
distance, refrain from sharing objects and only 
gather with people from the same local area or 
community.

Traveling for the Holidays? Be Prepared

While many will choose to stay home this year, 
if you do travel, be sure your vehicle is in good 
running condition, you have plenty of rest and 
are prepared for any emergency. Traveling by 
car during the holidays has the highest fatality 
rate of any major form of transportation based 
on fatalities per passenger mile. 

In 2020, it is estimated 163 people died on New 
Year's Day, 485 on Thanksgiving Day, and for 
Christmas Day 2019, it is estimated 115 lost their 
lives, according to Injury Facts. 

Alcohol impairment is involved in about a third 
of the fatalities.

Keep your holidays happy by handling food safely. The foodsafety.gov 
website from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services provides 
some valuable holiday food safety tips:  

• Wash your hands frequently when handling food

• Keep raw meat away from fresh produce

• Use separate cutting boards, plate and utensils for uncooked and 
cooked meats to avoid cross-contamination

• Use a food thermometer to make sure meat is cooked to a safe 
temperature

• Refrigerate hot or cold leftover food within two hours of being served

• When storing turkey, cut the leftovers in small pieces so they will chill 
quickly

• Thanksgiving leftovers are safe for three to four days when properly 
refrigerated

Holiday Safety 
Stay safe on the roads over the holidays and 
every day:

• Prepare your car for winter and keep an 
emergency preparedness kit with you. 

• Get a good night’s sleep before departing 
and avoid drowsy driving

• Leave early, planning ahead for heavy 
traffic

• Make sure every person in the vehicle is 
properly buckled up no matter how long 
or short the distance traveled

• Put that cell phone away; many 
distractions occur while driving, but cell 
phones are the main culprit

• Practice defensive driving
• Designate a sober driver to ensure guests 

make it home safely after a holiday 
party; alcohol or over-the-counter, 
prescription and illegal drugs can cause 
impairment

Christmas Safety 
Decorate Safely

Decorating is one of the best ways to get in a 
holiday mood, but emergency rooms see 
thousands of injuries involving holiday decorating 
every season.

When decorating follow these tips from the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission:

Keep potentially poisonous plants – mistletoe, 
holly berries, Jerusalem cherry and amaryllis – 
away from children

If using an artificial tree, check that it is labeled 
“fire resistant”

If using a live tree, cut off about 2 inches of the 
trunk to expose fresh wood for better water 
absorption, remember to water it and remove it 
from your home when it is dry

Place your tree at least 3 feet away from fireplaces, 
radiators and other heat sources, making certain 
not to block doorways

Avoid placing breakable ornaments or ones with 
small, detachable parts on lower tree branches 
where small children can reach them

Only use indoor lights indoors and outdoor lights 
outdoors, and choose the right ladder for the task 
when hanging lights

Replace light sets that have broken or cracked 
sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections

Follow the package directions on the number of 
light sets that can be plugged into one socket

Never nail, tack or stress wiring when hanging 
lights and keep plugs off the ground away from 
puddles and snow

Turn off all lights and decorations when you go to 
bed or leave the house



Trees
Many artificial trees are fire resistant. If you 
buy one, look for a statement specifying this 
protection.

A fresh tree will stay green longer and be less of a 
fire hazard than a dry tree. To check for freshness, 
remember:

A fresh tree is green.

Fresh needles are hard to pull from 
branches.

When bent between your fingers, fresh 
needles do not break.

The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with 
resin.

When the trunk of a tree is bounced on the 
ground, a shower of falling needles shows 
that tree is too dry.

Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and 
other heat sources. Heated rooms dry trees out 
rapidly, creating fire hazards.

Cut off about two inches of the trunk to expose 
fresh wood for better water absorption. Trim away 
branches as necessary to set tree trunk in the base 
of a sturdy, water-holding stand with wide spread 
feet. Keep the stand filled with water while the 
tree is indoors.

Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not 
block doorways. Use thin guy-wires to secure 
a large tree to walls or ceiling. These wires are 
almost invisible.

•

•

•

•

•

“Snow”
Artificial snow sprays can irritate lungs if inhaled. 
To avoid injury, read container labels; follow 
directions carefully.

Lights
Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been 
tested for safety. Identify these by the label from 
an independent testing laboratory.

Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken 
or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose 
connections. Discard damaged sets or repair them 
before using.

Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house, 
walls or other firm support to protect from wind 
damage.

Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights 
per single extension cord.

Turn off all lights on trees and other decorations 
when you go to bed or leave the house. Lights 
could short and start a fire.

Never use electric lights on a metallic tree.

The tree can become charged with electricity from 
faulty lights, and any person touching a branch 
could be electrocuted! To avoid this danger, use 
colored spotlights above or beside a tree, never 
fastened onto it!

Keep “bubbling” lights away from children. 
These lights with their bright colors and bubbling 
movement can tempt curious children to break 
candle-shaped glass, which can cut, and attempt 
to drink liquid, which contains a hazardous 
chemical.

CPSC-611

Holiday 
Decoration 

Safety 
Tips

A publication of the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission



Candles
Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other 
evergreens.

Always use non-flammable holders.

Keep candles away from other decorations and 
wrapping paper.

Place candles where they cannot be knocked 
down or blown over.

Trimmings
Use only non-combustible or flame-resistant 
materials.

Wear gloves while decorating with spun glass 
“angel hair” to avoid irritation to eyes and skin.

Choose tinsel or artificial icicles or plastic or non-
leaded metals. Leaded materials are hazardous if 
ingested by children.

In homes with small children, take special care to:

Avoid decorations that are sharp or 
breakable.

Keep trimmings with small removable parts 
out of the reach of children. Pieces could be 
swallowed or inhaled.

Avoid trimmings that resemble candy or 
food. A child could eat them!

Fires
Before lighting any fire, remove all greens, 
boughs, papers, and other decorations from 
fireplace area. Check to see that flue is open.

Keep a screen before the fireplace all the time a 
fire is burning.

•

•

•

Use care with “fire salts” which produce colored 
flames when thrown on wood fires. They 
contain heavy metals which can cause intense 
gastrointestinal irritation or vomiting if eaten. 
Keep away from children.

Paper
When making paper decorations, look for 
materials labeled non-combustible or flame-
resistant.

Never place trimming near open flames 
or electrical connections.

Remove all wrapping papers 
from tree and fireplace areas 
immediately after presents are 
opened. 

Do not burn papers in 
the fireplace. A flash fire 
may result as wrappings 
ignite suddenly and 
burn intensely. 

General Rules for  
Holiday Safety

Keep matches, lighters, and candles out of 
the reach of children.

Avoid smoking near flammable decorations.

Make an emergency plan to use if a fire 
breaks out anywhere in the home. See that 
each family member knows what to do. 
PRACTICE THE PLAN!

Avoid wearing loose flowing clothes—
particularly long, open sleeves—near open 
flames - such as those of a fireplace, stove, or 
candlelit table.

Never burn candles near evergreens. 
Burning evergreens in the fireplace can 

also be hazardous. When dry, greens 
burn like tinder. Flames can flare out of 

control, and send sparks flying into a 
room, or up the chimney to ignite 

creosote deposits.

Plan for safety. Remember, there 
is no substitute for common 
sense. Look for and eliminate 
potential danger spots 
near candles, fireplaces, 
trees, and/or electrical 
connections. 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Winter
Holiday

Safety

 HOLIDAY DECORATING
KKK Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose 

decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.

KKK Keep lit candles away from decorations and other 
things that can burn.

KKK Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but 
not both.

KKK Replace any string of lights with worn or 
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read 
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light 
strands to connect.

KKK Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do 
not get damaged. 

KKK Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

 HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING
KKK Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your 

home fire escape plan.

KKK Keep children and pets away from lit candles.

KKK Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.

KKK Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.

KKK Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to 
keep their smoking materials with them so young 
children do not touch them.

KKK Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet 
cigarette butts with water before discarding.

FACTS

• Two of every five home 
decoration fires are

 started by candles.  • Nearly half of 
 decoration fires happen 

because decorations
 are placed too close
 to a heat source. 

Blow out lit candles when 
you leave the room or go to 
bed. Turn off all light strings 
and decorations before 
leaving home or going to bed.

Before Heading 
Out or to Bed 

!

!

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. 
But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple 
tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season. 
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms 

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms

Winter storms can happen almost anywhere. They can cause us problems. 
Know what to do before, during and after a storm. This will help keep you 
and your family safe from a winter fire.
•  Test all smoke alarms. Do this at least once a month. 

This way you will know they are working. Install carbon 
monoxide alarms in your home. Test the alarms.

• Plan two ways out of the home in case of an emergency. 
Clear driveway and front walk of ice and snow. This will 
provide easy access to your home.

• Make sure your house number can be seen from the 
street. If you need help, firefighters will be able to

 find you.

• Be ready in case the power goes out. Have flashlights 
on hand. Also have battery-powered lighting and fresh 
batteries. Never use candles.

• Stay aware of winter weather. Listen to the television or 
radio for updates. Watch for bulletins online.

• Check on neighbors. Check on others who may need 
help.

• Generators should be used outdoors. Keep them away 
from windows and doors. Do not run a generator inside 
your garage, even if the door is open.

• Stay away from downed wires. Report any downed wires 
to authorities.

• Be ready if the heat stops working. Use extra layers 
of clothes and blankets to stay warm. If you use an 
emergency heat source, keep anything that can burn

 at least 3 feet away.

• Turn portable heaters off when you leave the room.
 Turn them off when you go to bed.

important 
reminder
There are more home fires 
in winter than in any other 
season. Half of all home 
heating fires happen in 
December, January
and February. 

As you stay cozy
and warm this
winter season,
be fire smart!

Nearly half of
all space heater
fires involve
electric space
heaters.

Fact
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