
"Self-insured Workers' Compensation Fund Members"
Work Zone Safety 
Facts and Statistics

In Michigan, the Office of Highway Safety Planning reports the 
number of fatal crashes and injuries that occur in construction, 
maintenance and utility work zones. In 2020, those statistics 
included:

• 4,035 work zone crashes.
• 11 fatal crashes.
• 14 work zone fatalities.

The highest number of work zone crashes occur when lanes 
are closed. The second and third-highest number of crashes 
occur when there is work on the shoulder/median and lane 
shifts/crossovers.

PENALTIES In Michigan 

MSP in an active work zone Doubled Fines In 1997, state 
lawmakers doubled the fines for speeding in work zones.

More Points

Public Act 149 of 2002 increased the number of points assessed for speeding in 
a work zone:

• 3 points for speeding 10 mph or less over the posted limit.
• 4 points for speeding more than 10 mph but not more than 15 mph over 

the limit.
• 5 points for speeding more than 15 mph over the limit.

Motorists who accumulate 12 or more points in a two-year period will be required 
to undergo a driver assessment reexamination with the Michigan Secretary of 
State. Depending on the outcome of the reexamination, the driver's license may 
be restricted, suspended or revoked.

Increased Insurance Rates

When drivers have points assessed to their driver records, their insurance rates 
generally increase. Michigan law allows insurers to add a surcharge to the 
insurance policy of drivers with poor driving records to cover the anticipated costs 
associated with high crash risk.

JAIL AND FINES

Public Act 103, known as Andy's Law, took effect Oct. 1, 2001. The law creates 
penalties of up to one year in prison for injuring and up to 15 years in prison for 
killing a highway construction or maintenance worker. It also imposes a maximum 
penalty of $7,500. The law is named for Andrew Lefko, a 19-year-old who was left 
paralyzed after being hit while working on I-275 in Metro Detroit.

In 2003, Andy's Law was strengthened by the passage of Public Act 315. Now, 
work zones are marked with "Work Zone Begins" and "End Road Work" signs. 
"Begin Work Convoy" and "End Work Convoy" signs are used for mobile crews 
traveling along roads as workers paint lane lines or patch potholes. Speed limit 
signs also are required in work zones marked with "Work Zone Begins" signs.

Public Act 315 lowers the threshold at which driving offenses can trigger Andy's 
Law penalties. The law now includes penalties for driving offenses such as careless 
driving or speeding, which are considered civil offenses. The law also applies to 
criminal offenses such as reckless or drunken driving.
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Fixing our roads is vital to Michigan residents, 
and for a good reason. They are what we use 
to take our families to school, work, visit 
relatives or do grocery shopping.

Better roads mean safer families. But we 
need to remember the people working to 
make the roads safe have families and 
deserve to work with as much safety as 
possible. We need legislative partners to step 
up and protect them, and drivers to be 
reminded that they have a responsibility to 
share the roads. Lives are counting on it.

Our laws have not kept up with our changing 
times. With the Road Workers Safety Act, we 
can update our laws to keep our roads and 
the workers who build and fix them safer.

Michigan kicks off efforts to reduce road 
worker deaths, road worker Injuries  

Clinton Township Brandyn Spychalski found a 
sense of purpose in his road construction 
career. But the job came with its risks.

He often shared stories with his family of 
drivers failing to pay attention, neglecting 
barriers and signs and the workers 
themselves, recalled his mother, Leslie Fonzi-
Lynch.

An image displayed on a monitor at the press 
conference in Clinton Township on Tuesday, 
April 27, 2021 shows Brandyn Spychalski. He 
was  struck while working on a road project 
in 2017 and died from complications in 
January of 2020.

Michigan Road Construction Safety Cont..

This issue is more urgent now. In the last few 
weeks, seven road workers have been struck 
in Michigan, four of them fatally. In 2019, 
road construction crashes killed 17 people 
and injured 1,400 people. These tragedies 
shatter lives and destroy families. What's 
worse is these deaths and injuries could have 
been prevented.

For years, Michigan has been slower than our 
neighboring states to reform and update 
safety laws around road work zones. States 
like Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 
have increased the amount of protection 
required for workers who are rebuilding their 
roads.

The time has come for Michigan to keep our 
roads safer for construction workers and all 
motorists.

An essential first step is reducing the danger 
road workers face by discouraging reckless 
driving in construction zones.

Recognizing the time for change is here, road 
construction workers have begun partnering 
with policymakers on what we hope is a 
bipartisan Road Workers Safety Act.

The safety measures include increasing 
penalties for motorists who disregard the 
reduced speed zones at work sites and 
distracted drivers in a work zone. The 
proposal also expands safety zones by 
posting signs further away from construction 
sites at the front and back end of road 
construction areas to give motorists ample 
warning.

Spychalski was struck by a flat-bed truck near Lexington in Sanilac County in 
the summer of 2017 when the truck's driver veered to avoid a stopped car 
in a construction zone. Spychalski was crushed against his work truck on 
the side of the road.

The 27-year-old was critically injured. He lost his right leg, spent 281 days 
in the hospital and rehabilitation centers and underwent 30 surgeries 
before he died of complications stemming from the crash on Jan. 24, 2020, 
his mother said. 

"I watched my son take his last breath. We visit a grave and talk to a 
stone,"said Fonzi-Lynch, noting her son's daughter, now 5, was forced to 
celebrate her birthday with only a picture of him. I beg you, please slow 
down in construction zones. Our lives and others are forever changed. My 
son should be Spychalski was struck by a flat-bed truck near Lexington in 
Sanilac County in the summer of 2017 when the truck's driver veered to 
avoid a stopped car in a construction zone. Spychalski was crushed against 
his work truck on the side of the road.

Ref: Detroit News, MDOT, State of Michigan 

Work Zone Safety Facts 
• Most work zone crashes are caused by

inattentive or distracted drivers.
• Speeding, like driving too fast for

conditions, is a leading cause of fatal
work zone crashes.

• More work zone crashes occurred in
daytime compared to nighttime.

• Fatal crashes occurred more often during
the months of May through September.

• Most often, drivers or their passengers
are killed or injured in work zone crashes.

FAST FACTS

Did you know that most work zone crashes are 
caused by inattentive motorists. It only takes a 
split second of distraction to dramatically 
change lives forever.

Michigan's goal of Toward Zero Deaths on our 
roads includes our work zones. Sadly, the 
statistics tell us we are not at zero yet. 
However, you can be a part of the solution by 
giving work zones your undivided attention.

Together we can achieve zero deaths on our 
roads and in our work zones. !

Michigan Road Construction Safety: 

Imagine standing on the edge of a highway: 
Inches away, cars and trucks are whizzing by. 
The only thing between them and you is a 
plastic orange barrel no heavier than two 
bowling balls or a cocker spaniel.

Road construction workers should have more 
protection than those orange barrels they 
couldn't stop a high school linebacker, let alone 
a vehicle weighing about 5,000 pounds and 
going 70 miles per hour.

Our roads are busier and drivers are more 
distracted than ever, especially with 
smartphones. Glancing at a text or Tweet for 
even a split second endangers not only the 
driver; distracted driving could kill or maim 
construction workers filling potholes, paving 
lanes or surveying.

Across Michigan, thousands of men and women 
leave in the morning to do an honest day's 
work building and maintaining the roads and 
bridges we all use. They deserve every right to 
come home to their families safely at the end of 
their shift.
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