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Warm Up 

• What was your understanding of heaven as a child?  Where did you think heaven was located?  What did you think heaven was 
like?  How do your views as a child compare with your understanding of heaven now? 

Read 

Revelation 4:1-11


Discuss 

1. Why does John use imagery to describe God and his throne instead of giving a more technical or textbook description?  What is 
the power of artistry and imagination in this text?  

2. It is likely that the twenty four elders represent the totality of God's people.  What is the significance of God's throne being in the 
center of his people? 

3. What do the four living creatures represent?  What is the significance of them being covered with eyes?  (Leader's note:  The 
four living creatures are understood by most scholars as representing the totality of the creation order.  They signify all 
creation.) 

4. What is the meaning of the world "holy"?  (Leader's note:  "Holy" means "set-apart."). Why do the living creatures use the word 
three times in their worship?  Why is it significant that God is "set apart" from creation? 

5. What are the comparisons in this text between God and the Roman emperor Domitian?  How is God's throne contrasted with 
Domitian's throne? 

6. How would you summarize the overall teaching of Revelation chapter four?  What is the primary point John is trying to make to 
his first century readers?  Why did they need a bold and imaginative vision of God and his throne? 

7. How is this text a help and encouragement to you?  How does Revelation chapter four help you see and understand God in a 
new way? 

Pray 
• Ask God to help you integrate the message of Revelation into your lives as a means of understanding Him more completely.



