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Warm Up 

• What do you most look forward to doing again once everything is "re-opened"?  Go out to eat?  Play golf?  Have a picnic with 
friends?  What have you missed the most during this shut-down? 

Read Revelation 2:8-9a 

Discuss 

1. When Jesus says "I know your afflictions" in Revelation 2:8, what does he mean?  How does Jesus know our suffering?  How 
does the life of Jesus make his statement in v. 8 true? 

2. Do you often compare your pain or suffering to the pain and suffering of others as a way of minimizing your own experience?  
For instance, when you are hurting, do you often tell yourself "Others are hurting more" or "This really shouldn't be a big 
deal"?  Is doing this good or bad? 

3. Do you think God compares our pain and suffering to the pain and suffering of others?  When we are hurting, do you think 
God bases his compassion for us on how our suffering compares to the suffering of others? 

4. What does it mean to you when Jesus says he is "the first and the last?"  How does this phrase give you hope? 

5. Why does Jesus tell the people suffering in the church at Smyrna that he was the one who died and came to life?  How does 
Jesus bring life from death in the present? 

Apply 
• What can you do this week to make yourself more aware of the presence and work of Jesus in your life?  How can you use this 

challenging situation to lean more into your relationship with Jesus Christ?


Pray 
• In addition to your prayer requests, ask God to show Himself to each of your group members in a deeper way as you continue to 

reflect on how He is revealing Himself in the book of Revelation.



