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Warm Up 

• Do you tend to be a primarily optimistic or primarily pessimistic person?  For you, is the glass usually "half-full" or "half-empty"? 

Read 

Revelation 2:8-11


Discuss 

1. What has been your greatest source of discouragement in the midst of the current pandemic?  What really "get's you down" 
about the current situation? 

2. What has given you hope in the midst of the current crisis?  Where have you found inspiration and joy?  What good have you 
seen come from this challenge? 

3. The Christians in Smyrna were struggling financially.  Some of them were also facing mistreatment because of their faith.  Some 
felt a sense of betrayal by people who had turned on them.  Financial struggles, mistreatment, betrayal--which of these 
challenges can you most identify with? 

4. What does Jesus' statement "I am the first and the last" mean to you?  Elsewhere Jesus refers to himself as the "Alpha and 
Omega," the first and last letters of the greek alphabet.  What does this image communicate to you? 

5. Jesus also describes himself as the one who died and came to life again.  How have you seen Jesus bring life into your life?  
Have you ever seen Jesus take something in your life that you considered "dead" and bring it back to life again? 

6. How do you keep yourself aware of the continuous, life-giving presence of Jesus?  What things do you regularly do or engage 
with that keep you mindful that Jesus is present and working in your life? 

Apply 

• Where in your life do you most need to see Jesus at work right now?  What can you do this week to keep yourself more aware of 
Jesus' presence and work in this area?


Pray 
• In addition to your prayer requests, ask God to show Himself to each of your group members in a deeper way as you continue to 

reflect on how He is revealing Himself in the book of Revelation.



