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 The Apostle Paul had to confront a thorn in the flesh for which he asked God 
three times to remove. God said no! Then Paul wrote, “And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I 
strong” (2 Cor. 12:9-10). 
 Paul said, “When I am weak...” which means living with the thorn. Weakness 
comes from different sources. Paul is not referring to physical weakness but spir-
itual weakness.  Paul’s weakness is making him strong. There are some who are 
weak because of a thorn in the flesh. There are some who are weak because they 
have allowed the devil to influence them. However, others have taken their weak-
nesses, as Paul did, and made strength out of them. How would you identify some-
one who is strong? 
 Someone who is strong “Seeks first the kingdom of God” (Mt. 6:33).  The 
strong Christian makes sure the decisions in their life reflects that the kingdom is 
first. How strong are you? 
 Someone who is strong does not forsake the assembly (Heb. 10:25). The 
devil and the world make it very easy to salve the conscience when it comes to at-
tending the assemblies of the saints. There are 8,736 hours in a year (168x52). If a 
person only attended one Sunday morning worship and it was one hour and a half 
long that is only 78 hours of worship out 8,736. That is assuming that one never 
misses. If one attends Sunday morning and Sunday evening, of course, that dou-
bles. How strong are you? 
 Someone who is strong gives as they have been prospered (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
All have prospered recently with what is called stimulus checks – did you give at 
least ten percent of that? How strong are you? 
 Someone who is strong resist the devil (James 4:7). A strong Christian draws 
nigh to God (James 4:8). They do not love the world (1 John 2:15-17) and are not 
conformed to it (Rom. 12:1-2). How strong are you? 
 Paul wrote, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might” (Eph. 6:10).        Larry 

Aaron Ownbey, Youth Minister 

How Strong Are We?How Strong Are We?How Strong Are We?   



 

 

FROM THE CUFF 

 

“Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  

 
  

 Janet and I will be leaving this coming Friday for West Plains, MO where I will begin a 
meeting this coming Sunday. We will stop in Little Rock and spend the night with our son 
Jim and then proceed to West Plains on Saturday. Please pray for us and the meeting. 
 
 

 Sunday’s Speakers: A.M.: Jonathan Stanley 
                                           P. M.: Charlie Prince 
 

 I apologize that I did not make clear about Sunday evening. I was not in a gospel 
meeting. I had asked Gary to preach for me simply for a break. Usually the three days of the 
convention are very tiring (up late and out early), so I knew that it would be good for Janet 
and me to have that break for Sunday evening. Thanks again to Gary for his good sermon. If 
you were not present for Sunday evening, let me encourage you to go on our website and 
watch that sermon, “How Far Is It to Church?” As I told Gary, I should have had him preach 
that Sunday morning. Go watch it folks! A very good sermon. 

COMMENTS ON THE ELDERSHIP 
Wayne Jackson 

8/29/37-12/2/20 
 

 Bro. Wayne Jackson was a scholar in our brotherhood. He started the Christian Courier 
and was editor until just before his death. You may access his articles on their website – Chris-
tian Courier. The following are excerpts from some of his articles on the eldership: 
 

 “James A. Garfield was the twentieth president of the United States, serving less than 
four months before he was assassinated. He was a member of the church and served as an el-
der. When Garfield relinquished his role as elder, it is said that he stated, “I resign the highest 
office in the land to become president of the United States.” Serving as an elder in Christ’s 
church is the highest position a man can attain on this earth. 
 

 The responsibility of elders is to oversee the flock of God among them, watching in be-
half of their souls, being aware that they will give account to the Lord for the exercise of their 
leadership (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:2). One aspect of the elder’s obligation is to “admonish” 
us when they see we are in spiritual danger (1 Thessalonians 5:12).” 
 

 “Congregational membership is both an obligation and an option. There is no conflict in 
this statement. It is an obligation that a Christian identify with a local group whenever a faith-
ful church is available. The Lord never intended that the child of God be an “island unto him-
self,” traversing the countryside with his “membership” in his back pocket, so to speak. There 
are corporate obligations (Acts 20:7; Hebrews 10:25; 13:17). 
On the other hand, a person has the option of making his own congregational choice. No el-
dership has the right to demand that all Christians—within a certain radial sphere of the local 
building—identify with them.” 
 

 “The elders must take seriously their responsibility to guard the church. They must be 
absolutely dedicated to that end. Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4), characterizes 
those shepherds not committed to a defense of the flock as hirelings who do not care for the 
sheep (Jn. 10:12, 13). Elders will give account to God for those souls that they lose to false 
doctrine through their neglect (cf. Heb. 13:17).” 
 

 In next week’s bulletin there will be an article on the eldership written by Bro. Robert 
Martin. 



 MEN...Please use the following Bible versions when 

reading:  King James, American Standard 1901 and 
New King James 

  

 

IN THE PAST WEEK 
Sunday morning Bible class…...……….56 
Sunday morning worship...….............69 
Sunday night worship…......….............32 
Wednesday night service...................38 

CONTRIBUTION 
April 4th Contribution..............$7,683.00 
Budget………….……...…......…..$6,300.00 

Remember in Prayer… 
 

Debbie Dotson, Jonathan Stanley’s relative, 
who is having back surgery on Tuesday. She is a 
member of the Woodstock church of Christ. 
Bob & Cathie Putnam, members of Woodstock 
church of Christ, who lost their adult son. Cathie 
previously lost another son due to cancer, and 
this was her only other son. They are relatives of 
Jonathan Stanley. 
Alberto, Amparo’s uncle who lives in Florida, 
having surgery on Tuesday. 
Jonathan Shipp’s father who may only have 
two weeks to live. 
 

Pray for our Bible Correspondence Courses. 
 

Pray for those traveling including Janet 
& Larry Acuff and Keith Dula 

 Speakers 

AM-Jonathan Stanley/PM-Charley Prince 
SUNDAY  WORSHIP 

Song Leader AM  -  Michael Lovelady 
Song Leader PM - Jonathan Stanley 
Opening Prayer AM - Stephen Elliott 
Opening Prayer PM - Jerry Thomas 

Lord’s Supper -  Jerry Marks 
Scripture Reading  AM-Leviticus 8:27-38 
Scripture Reading PM-Leviticus 9:1-14 

Closing Prayer AM -  Jerry Thomas 
Closing Prayer PM - Stephen Elliott 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Devotional - Aaron Ownbey 
Baptismal Helpers - Marks/Thomas 

Privileged to Serve...April 11th & 14th 

Welcome Guest 

If you are visiting with us, we are happy that you are here! Please give us an  
opportunity to meet you and make you feel at home with us as we worship our Lord. 

Ongoing Prayer…. 
Zach Henderson, Martha Hay, Dajean Jones, Makayla 
Delgado, Esther Brown, Ed Brinkley, Imogene 
Berkenmeyer, Mary Austin, Samantha Circello, 
Michelle Pruitt, Helen Meadows, Jimmy Redden, 
Ricky Turner, Warren Queen, Judy Howell, Jessica 
Morris, Angelica Murphy, Carol Womack, Bob Phillips, 
Vickie Burnett, Dan Winkler, Jayden Waters, Steve 
Higginbotham  and Leroy Dedmon 

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS    
 We congratulate Zach Henderson for getting High Score on Bible Bowl test 
for Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes and to D.J. Droll for getting the second-place 
award for song leading in his age group.  
 

 This year convention was a beginning to getting back to our normal Atlanta 
Convention. Normally we would have 3,000 in Atlanta (over 20,000 nation-wide). 
This year we had approximately 1,000. Our thanks to all who participated. 

“MAKE ROOM IN YOUR HEARTS FOR US” (2 COR. 7:2) 
 

 In his second Corinthian letter Paul wrote, “Make room in your hearts 
for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken 
advantage of no one” 
 (1 Cor. 7:2, ESV). Looking at various translations of this passage you will find 
the following as the first phrase of that verse: “Receive us;” (KJV); “Open your 
hearts to us” (NKJV); “Open your hearts to us” (ASV); “Make room for us in 
your hearts.” (CSB). 
 In reading through The English Standard translation, I made this note 
(10/5/2016) – make room in your life for the lost, for the hurting, and for the 
weak. 
 Yes folks, don’t forget the lost, the hurting and the weak. 

            Larry 
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Dates to Remember 
 
 

April 7 – Wednesday night Bi-
ble study @ 7 P.M. 
 

April 11 - Bible Class & Wor-
ship, Jonathan Stanley & Char-
lie Prince, speakers 
 

April 11-15 - Preacher in 
West Plains, MO 
 

April 20 - Traveling Pilgrims 
 
 

Sunday Night for the Mas-
ter meets every Sunday 
night following the even-
ing worship. service.  Come 
join us. 
 
 

Please check the bulletin 
board in Information Cen-
ter for more details of ac-
tivities. 

Watch The Fountain of Life every Saturday at 7:00 am on channel 57. 
Also set your DVR and record it if you cannot view the program. 

LITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGELITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGELITHIA SPRINGS YOUTH PAGE   

LADS TO LEADERS WAS AMAZING 
 

Lads to leaders was a great success. We had six participate in the Art Says It, two 
participate in Song Leading, one in Bible Reading and three in the Bible Bowl  
Test for Lads to Leaders.  
 

DJ placed 2nd in his age division for leading singing. We are all proud of DJ and 
his willingness to lead singing and help out whenever he is asked to do so.  
 

Zach participated in the Bible bowl test and his score was in the top ten, so he 
was recognized for his hard work. Zach is also a fantastic worker for the Lord’s 
Church.  
 

We are proud of all of our participants in the Lads to Leaders program. Already 
looking forward to working with you this year for next year‘s convention.  

Aaron Ownbey 

A huge thank you goes out to Don Droll for all of his hard work in this 
area. If you would like to know more about the Lads program feel free to 
reach out to Don, Larry or myself.  


