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[ ] $25  [ ] $50  [ ]$100  [ ]$250  [ ]_______

[ ] My check payable to MECA/Maia is enclosed. [ ] Please charge my credit card in the amount indicated above.
Card #: _________________________________________ Exp: ____________
Signature: _______________________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, ST, Zip: _____________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________
MECA is a 501(c)3 exempt organization. Your gift is tax-deductible as a charitable contribution.



PALESTINIAN WATER RIGHTS
Since Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza in 1967, Israel has, in violation of international law, 
almost completely controlled Palestinian water resources and deprived Palestinians of access to its rightful 
share of water. In the context of the peace process, the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) assumed responsibil-
ity, but Israel maintained control of the !ow and volume of water to be used by Palestinians. Israel repeatedly 
vetoed Palestinian water projects, hindering any development. This has forced Palestinians to purchase water 
from Israeli companies.

According to international law, which calls for “equitable and reasonable” allocation of water among the parties 
with a claim to shared watercourses, Palestinians should have full sovereignty over all the eastern aquifer 
resources that lie beneath the West Bank, and at least equitable rights to the western and northeastern 
aquifers. Under international law, Israel must pay compensation for the past and ongoing illegal use of Pales-
tinian water resources. (Excerpted from PASSIA - The Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International A"airs)

THE WATER CRISIS IN GAZA
The water crisis in Gaza is extreme. When the state of Israel was established in 1948, hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were driven from their homes in what is now southern Israel to the small and arid Gaza Strip. At the 
same time, Israel cut o" access to water sources around Gaza.  The only source available, the Gaza Aquifer, could 
not support the huge and sudden rise in population, and the water it generates has been steadily deteriorating 
for more than sixty years. 

 Twenty-two days of Israeli military attacks on Gaza (December 2008-January 2009) brought the 
already deteriorated water and sanitation sector to the brink of collapse. (EWASH. The Impact of the Blockade on 
Water and Sanitation in Gaza. Sept 2009) Israeli attacks caused US$6 million worth of damage to water and waste-
water infrastructure in Gaza. (Amnesty International. Thirsting for Justice: Palestinian Access to Water Restricted. Oct 2009)

 Per capita water consumption in Gaza is 78 liters/day though the World Health Organization (WHO) 
recommends a minimum of 100 liters/day/person. (The World Bank. Palestinian Economic Prospects: Aid, Access and Reform. 

Sept 2008.) In Israel, per capita daily use is 280 liters, over 4.5 times greater than in Gaza.

 On average, people in Gaza have access to water for several hours only one to four days per week. 
(Inter Press Service. Gaza’s Water Supply Near Collapse. 17 Sept 2009.)

 The Gaza aquifer is already over-extracted; the UN estimates that Gaza will have no drinking water 
within the next 15 years. (The World Bank. Palestinian Economic Prospects: Aid, Access and Reform. Sept 2008.) 

 Only 5-10% of groundwater in Gaza is potable because over-extraction has allowed seawater to enter 
the groundwater. (The UN O#ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian A"airs. Analysis: Looming Water Crisis in Gaza. 15 Sept 2009.)

 The Israeli blockade of Gaza has denied industries and families in Gaza necessary equipment and 
supplies to rebuild and maintain water and sanitation facilities. (The UN O#ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian A"airs. 
Analysis: Looming Water Crisis in Gaza. 15 Sept 2009.)

 Palestinian refugees in Gaza make up over three-quarters of the population. The most common infectious 
diseases a"ecting them are directly related to inadequate supplies of safe water and poor sanitation: water 
diarrhea, acute bloody diarrhea and viral hepatitis. (UNRWA. Epidemiological Bulletin for Gaza Strip, Volume 1, Issue 11. 
Aug 2009.)

 “An outbreak of Hepatatis A and parasitic infections could occur at any time” according to a WHO repre-
sentative in Gaza. And there has been a marked increase in kidney diseases due to contaminated water 
according to Gaza’s Coastal Municipalities Water Utility. (Inter Press Service. Gaza’s Water Supply Near Collapse. 17 Sept 2009.)

 A recent study found excessive nitrate levels in the drinking water of Gaza. 90% of their water samples 
contained nitrate concentrations that were between two and eight times higher than the limit recom-
mended by the WHO. (Basem Shomar, Karsten Osenbrück, Alfred Yahya: “Elevated nitrate levels in the groundwater of the Gaza Strip: 

Distribution and sources,” in Science of the Total Environment 398 (2008) 164-174.) High nitrate levels are especially dangerous 
to infants under six months and can cause methemoglobinemia, commonly known as “blue baby 
syndrome.” 


