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Virtual Launch of E- Newsletter “Rajneeti” 
and 

Prof. K.H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, 2021

 The Department 
of Political Science 
and Political Science 
Alumni Association 
(BUPSAA), Bangalore 

 University, launched 
 E - N e w s l e t t e r 
 “Rajneeti” and  

organised Prof. K.H. 
Memorial Lecture 

on the theme  “The Changing Contours of Indian  
Federalism and Administration during the  
Pandemic and in a post-pandemic World” on 18th 
July 2021.
 The E-Newsletter was launched by Prof. K.R. 
Venugopal, Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore University, 

Bengaluru; the Vice-Chancellor congratulated 
the chairperson Prof. Veena Devi, Department of  
Political Science for taking a great step towards  
starting a newsletter which will be benefiting the 
Bangalore University and the society at large. He also 
thanked the faculty and research scholars for their 
support to the Department. 
 Prof. Sandeep Shastri, Vice-Chancellor, 
Jagran Lake City University, Bhopal and National 
Co-ordination, LOKNITI CSDS, New Delhi and 
an alumni of the department, graciously accepted 
the invite and delivered the memorial Lecture in 
which he spoke about the different phases of Indian  
federalism over the years of 1947 – 1967, 1967-77, 
1977-89, 1989-99 and 2014 to date. The senior-most 
educators like Prof. Jayaramu, Prof. D. Jeevan  
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Kumar, and Prof. M. J. Vinod, Prof. Muzaffar Assadi 
and others also contributed with their inputs during 
discussions on various aspects like Centre-State  
relations, Central Unilateralism, Co-operative  
Federalism, paradox of implied Federalism,  
dominant party Federalism, and various models of 
Federalism.
 The special invitee was the Alumni of the  
department Smt. Sujatha K. C., Deputy  
Commissioner of GST and DC for Internal  
Audit and Inspection, Government of Karnataka. 
She spoke about the GST and its political scenario 
at the global level and the connection of financial  

Special Lectures
 on the theme

“Research and Publication Ethics”
(for the Research Scholars undergoing Ph.D. Course Work 2020-2021)

Prof. Krishnamurthy
Chairman 
Department of Information Sciences,   
Document and Research Training Centre, 
Indian Statistical Institute, Bengaluru

Topic: 
 * Research Metrics 

26 August 2021, 11.00am  -1.00pm (offline)

Dr. N. Manoharan
Associate Professor
Department of International Relations  
and History, Christ University, Bengaluru

Topics: 
 * How to Avoid Plagiarism 
 * Indexing database and citation database
(4th September 2021, from 11.00am to 1.00pm, Google Meet)

Dr. Chetan Singai
Associate Professor, 
M S Ramaiah University of Applied  
Sciences and Deputy Director of Ramaiah 
Public Policy Center, Bengaluru

Topics
 * Subject specific ethical issues
 * Conflict of Interest
 * Complaints and appeals: examples of fraud     
                  from India and aboard
(14th September 2021, from 2.00pm to 3.30pm, Google Meet)

powers with the central government and how it is 
becoming powerful vis-a-vis state governments 
and often at the mercy of the central government. 
She also highlighted the Utilitarian principle of “the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number.” 
 
The program was presided by Prof. P Ramanna,  
former President of BUPSAA, and Professor,  
Department of Political Science, BUB. During 
his deliberation, he referred the E-Newsletter as 
remarkable milestone in the history of the  
Department of Political Science. He also highlighted 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s views on the aspects of 
federalism and his foresightedness. 
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 Correct understanding and interpretation 
of what one reads is central to knowledge in society 
in general and one’s own knowledge in particular.  
If the reader is a critic, a commentator or an  
interpreter or even a teacher, increased responsibility  
falls on him as his understanding percolates in to  
society, right or wrong. Any misinterpretation or wrong  
interpretation would deviate knowledge construction  
causing a spiral of irreparable damage. So one has 
to be careful while reading the interpretations and 
commentaries on the classics and always keep  
referring to the original writings. 
 All over the world the technique of  
interpreting a text started with religious texts, with 
theological bearing on it. India has a rich tradition  
of how to arrive at meaning of the text and  
writing commentary which are known as Vyakhyana 
(Bhashya, Teeka, or Tippani, depending on the stage 
of interpretation). The discipline of deciphering  
(understanding and interpreting) the meaning is 
called Mimamsa Shastra. In the west, a method of 
interpretation of text began with Hermeneutics. The 
need for this discipline arose as most of the people  
are unable to understand the original writings, and 
they need to understand them in a simple way. Even 
a simple text like the Bible needs help from the  
interpreters and commentators, as the simple words 
are loaded with meaning, which a common man 
is not able to discern. But at the same time, the  
subjectivity of the author creeps in. By his line of 
thinking, the reader can make out, which line of 
thinking he upholds. Difficulty in understanding the 
interpretor’s tilt makes him all the more brilliant. 

 This does not mean a text should be treated  
as an artefact, a creation without any social purpose.  
A beautiful artefact without any social purpose  
may have the right to exist, but the social and  
political classics that I am referring to have a social  
purpose: be that Republic of Plato, Politics of Aristotle,  
Arthashastra of Kautilya or Social Contract of  
Rousseau. Hence reading a text, understanding it 
in a right perspective and grasping the truth that 
the text contains, and passing on the knowledge  
becomes critical to every society. As wittily put 
by one author, ‘a critic is one who leaves no turn  
unstoned’.  That means he reads the text thoroughly  
and finds interpretations for the benefit of the  
society.   
 What the reader can do to the author is well 
phrased by Roland Barthes in his essay, The Death 
of the Author where he writes “to give writing its  
future, it is necessary to overthrow the myth: the 
birth of the reader must be at the cost of the death of 
the author.” How this can be made possible? Here we 
stumble upon three problems relating to the nature 
of the text,   the author and the reader. Every text has a 
context. It contains author’s response to the historical  
context in which he lives and at the same time the 
truth that transcends the context. All the classics, 
political or otherwise, reflect author’s reaction to his 
life situations. This is true with ancient, medieval, 
modern and post-modern political philosophers.  
But in the process of writing, the author grows or 
the views of the author change due to change in his  
perceptions, most often due to the comments  
received and his reflections on them. Plato’s earlier 
dialogue Republic and the later The Laws or John 
Rawls Theory of Justice and his later work Justice as 
Fairness are the cases in point.  
 Sometimes the reader makes an effort to get 
into mind of the author.  If a reader finds in the book 

What You Read Is What You Are

Prof. Meena Deshpande
Former Chairperson
Department of Political Science, 
Bangalore University, Bengaluru

Perspectives
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what he conceives as truth, he becomes an admirer  
otherwise a vehement critic, both of which are  
undesirable and flawed. The author makes an effort 
to reach the reader, with his skills, the language he 
uses, be that the philosophic poetic style of Plato, 
or the romantic style of Rousseau or the meticulous 
style of Hobbes.   Since the reader is not a clean slate 
as he has his own background,  a context, preferences 
and prejudices, he engages with the author with the 
intention of grasping the content with his notion of 
truth.  He already has a measuring rod in his mind. 
If the author measures up to it, he immediately gets 
connected to the author and gets legitimacy for his 
thought process, and  becomes an admirer ; or else,  
becomes sceptical of the author and starts questioning  
him in his mind.   The book is always ‘the other’. 
 Two things happen when one reads a book: 

 Vaccine Nationalism is a term recently 
coined by the western world to acquire and organize 
vaccines. This is nothing but pushing the argument, 
“My country first” when compared to any other 
country in acquiring the vaccine. Nonetheless, this 
nationalism was precipitated by hoarding vaccines 
by the Western world, particularly the US, UK and 
other countries much earlier to the availability of 
the vaccine to other countries. China was the first 
country to hoard basic elements such as ventilators, 
masks, etc. to their workers, followed by France, 
the European Union and finally the US. Even these  
countries placed the order in advance with the various  
manufacturing companies to prevent the developing 

either he gets connected or estranged. In the process 
of connecting to the ‘other’ that is the author and his 
views, he identifies himself with the author and in the 
process understands his own self better. Sometimes  
when the reader fails to get connected it may be due 
to the absence of what Habermas calls ‘common  
horizon’, or ‘shared meaning’. An eminent commentator  
tries to bridge this gap, and bring the writer near the 
reader. Sometimes the commentator is so brilliant 
that his commentary becomes an independent book. 
 In this backdrop the question of arriving at 
a right meaning and making a right interpretation  
arises. This brings an ethical, political, and sociological  
dimension to reading, grasping and interpreting.   
At the same time, its historical relevance cannot be  
ignored. 

Vaccine Nationalism and “Vishwa Guru” Syndrome  
during Pandemic Period

Prof. Muzaffar Assadi
Dean, Faculty of Arts and 
Chairman, Department of Studies in 
Political Science 
University of Mysore, Mysuru

countries making a bid to place the order at the time 
of crisis. In other words, it has led to what is called 
“competitive nationalism” as well - who gains first 
in acquiring the vaccine. This vaccine nationalism  
also reflected the power of the state to hoard, produce,  
distribute the vaccine both for domestic use and also 
for international usage either as a package or as aid. 
WHO has correctly grasped the danger of vaccine  
nationalism, as it would deprive the majority of the 
global population of vaccination. Even scholars such 
as Thomas J Bollyky and Chad P Brown in their  
seminal work in Foreign Affairs (2020) correctly grasped 
its effect on the poor, aged and the economy: “In these 
countries, health-care workers and billions of elderly 
and other high-risk inhabitants in poorer countries 
will go unprotected, which will extend the pandemic,  
increase its death toll, and imperil already  
fragile health-care systems and economies. (Thomas J.  
Bollyky and Chad P. Bown: 2020). To overcome 
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 vaccine nationalism, WHO stressed the need for 
 global solidarity in addressing the crisis. Towards 
ending this vaccine nationalism, WHO came out with 
Covax Global  Vaccine Facility, a mechanism aimed 
at guaranteeing fair access for all countries, rich or 
poor, to effective immunization. (UN News: August 
18 2020). 
 However, vaccine nationalism began much 
earlier during the H1 N1 pandemic period, popularly 
known as Swine Flu, (2009) which killed not less than 
284,000 people around the world. During this time, 
the Western world hoarded vaccines in the name of 
protecting their citizens, which ultimately affected 
the availability of vaccines in the developing world. 
The rich countries including the US indeed agreed to 
supply vaccines for Swine Flu to the poor countries;  
however, there was one rider - after ensuring that 
their citizens were vaccinated first. Nonetheless, 
the other agencies of the UN such as WTO saw the  
inherent danger in advocating and perpetuating  
vaccine nationalism. Although the civil society 
groups including Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Welcome Trust and the European countries pooled 
economic resources to finance access to Covid-19 
Tools, it is strange that India, Russia and the US were 
the countries that refrained from participating in this 
initiative.
 On the contrary, India pushed its own  
variety of vaccine nationalism (Neeladri Chatterjee 
et.al:2021). Suddenly, the state constructed a new 
form of nationalism in India, other than the existing  
cultural nationalism and religious nationalism.  
Indeed, vaccine nationalism, cultural nationalism 
and religious nationalism were simultaneously played 
out in India, for the first time in Indian history. This 
kind of overlapping of narratives on nationalism was 
absent in the earlier programmes. The earlier polio 
drops programme, a mass programme, undertaken 
by the earlier regime did not carry such an idea, nor 
was it termed as Polio Nationalism.

 This variety of nationalism needs to be 
viewed in terms of the attempt to claim the status of  
“Vishwaguru” - Global Teacher, a word coined in 
the year 2015. The Vishwaguru was argued on the  
premise that India was emerging as one of the  
Super–Powers in the contemporary period. Scholars  
are claiming that this Vaccine Nationalism was  
embedded in its desire to improve the diplomatic  
leverages on the one hand and its global presence  
under “vishwaguru”. (Shivshankar Menon: August 20 
2021). This is a soft power argument although India 
has been a soft power both from within and without. 
It goes beyond improving the global presence of the 
country, to push India as a self-reliant country that 
seeks no aid from any other foreign country. This 
is a situation called “Atmanirbhar Bharat”. Towards 
this end, India supported the indigenous variety of  
vaccines, particularly Covaxin manufactured by 
Bharath Biotechnology. The innovation of indigenous 
variety has been projected as a marker of constructing  
a New Identity as Vishwaguru at the global level.  
Paradoxically even before the clinical trial was over, 
the Indian state permitted its usage on emergency 
conditions. However, there was another paradox; this 
pertains to the way Covidshield, a vaccine manufac-
tured in India, by way of collaborative research with 
Astra Zen Company of UK was projected as an Indian  
vaccine. Nonetheless, India went on to donate an  
indigenous variety of vaccines to those countries 
which are economically backwards or low-income 
countries, by way of supplying more than sixty per 
cent of the indigenously produced vaccine. To its 
neighbouring countries such as Bhutan, Nepal,  
Maldives, Bangladesh it supplied 5.5 lakh doses, 11 
lakh doses, 2 lakh doses and  15 lakhs doses as of 29 
May 2021 respectively. it supplied the vaccine “as a 
gift” under “Neighbourhood First Policy”. It is also 
been conceptualized as “VaccineMaitri”. Other than 
this, India had supplied vaccines to Myanmar (17 
lakh doses), Mauritius (one lakh doses), Bahrain, Sri 
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Lanka, Barbados, Dominican Republic, Cambodia,  
Antigua etc, Altogether, 52  countries received the 
vaccine, totally around 663. 698 lakh doses as of May 
21, 2021(MEA:n.d). Interestingly, India supplied 
these vaccines even before the final trial was over. 
This is one part of claiming the status of Vishwagu-
ru, and, on the other, they are also reflected in differ-
ent conclaves or declarations: one of the proposals 
that India put forth during the SAARC conclave in 
2020 was setting up of COVID-19 Emergency Fund 
for SAARC countries (MEA:n.d),  It also created a 
common Research Platform to vaccinate some of the 
neighbouring countries following the ‘Neighbour-
hood First’ Policy.
 However, what went wrong in the process 
of claiming Vishwaguru was the inept handling of 
the crisis. The worldwide distribution of the Indian 
variety, Covaxin or Covshield, created a scarcity of 
vaccines on the domestic front at a time when it was 
badly needed, leading to the unprecedented break-
down of health care governance. Incidentally, health 
care over the years has been removed as a priority 

 The European Union (EU) is a distinct  
Regional Organisation (RO) that is increasingly  
acting in the areas that are considered as core,  
exclusive and sovereign areas of nation-states. Going  
beyond the cooperative framework of the ROs, 
the EU has focused on ‘integration’ of the region 
(with free movement of goods, services, capital and  
persons) in the typical neo-functionalist logic, bringing 
disparate economies together under a common  

area in India; the slow death–knell to the health sec-
tor began with the privatization of public sectors dur-
ing the globalization period. This also affected  pub-
lic-funded research institutions working on virology 
and biotechnology. Sadly, many public laboratories 
or research institutions were closed just before the 
pandemic enveloping India. In total, health sector 
was badly affected – this is reflected in the way the 
meagre GDP of 4.69 per cent was earmarked for the 
health sector in 2014 (WHO:n.d). The second impor-
tant effect was India suddenly became a borrower of 
aid or accepted aid on the humanitarian case, even 
from many countries such as Vietnam, Kuwait, Bru-
nei, Russia, Kenya, Switzerland, Kazakhstan, Germa-
ny, Austria, Romania, etc. Paradoxically, Bangladesh, 
which once received the vaccine, now turn out to be 
the donor of the vaccine to the same country. Right 
from 1994, India had stopped accepting any aid from 
any foreign country, to showcase its development. 
Pandemic completely changed the paradigm - herein 
lies the collapse of Vishwaguru syndrome.

Prof. Jayaraj Amin
Chairman, Department of Political 
Science, Mangalore University,  
Mangalore

European Union and India: Natural or Estranged Partners?
institutional framework. Externally, be it be trade,  
climate change, developmental assistance or global  
conflict areas, the EU has become an important  
player, at times prompting controversy and debate on 
the nature of the EU and implications of its action on 
sovereignty and identity of its member states. 
 Nonetheless, harmonising the policies of 
member states, at times directing and enforcing it 
through an agreed mechanism, the EU has evolved as 
a distinct entity with its own identity. As an economic 
bloc, it is a top trading partner for 80 countries, and 
together, the EU members account for 16% of world 
imports and exports. The economic strength, despite 
hiccups, has prompted the EU to increasingly act in 
‘political’ areas and foreign and security domains.  
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Today it is active in most global conflict areas, and 
on issues like climate change, it is at the forefront. 
Notwithstanding its limitations in translating intent 
to reality, it is this increasing role that has made the 
EU a major and influential actor in the European  
and global settings. Hence, in addition to the  
continuation of bilateral relations, most countries of the 
world deal with the EU as it institutionally articulates  
and represents combined policies and positions of the 
EU member states. So is the case with India, which 
is the third-largest trading partner of the EU with a 
share of 11.1% (in 2020) after China and the USA and 
conversely being 10th largest trading partner of the 
EU. 
 India’s bonding with the EU goes back to 1962 
when it became one of the first countries to establish 
diplomatic relations with the six-member European  
Economic Community (EEC), a precursor to the 
EU. India signed three ‘generations’ of cooperation 
agreements with the EU in 1973, 1981 and 1994.  
Regular political dialogues led to annual summits 
from 2000 onwards and a ‘Strategic Partnership’ was 
concluded between the two in 2004, making India 
one of the select global EU partners. The 2005 Joint 
Action Plan (JAP), revised in 2008, to implement the  
multi-dimensional strategic partnership committed 
both parties to strengthen dialogue and cooperation 
in multiple areas of common interest. In the educa-
tional sector, programmes such as Erasmus Mundus+, 
for instance, has facilitated the interaction between 
the educational institutions of the two. The EU has  
supported India’s deepening of structural reforms 
and social cohesion besides support for economic,  
academic, civil society, and cultural activities  
foreseen in the Joint Action Plan (2005). EU has  
extended its support to two of its priority areas in 
India - Health and Education, where it joined hands 
with Indian programmes – Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) and National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) 
apart from several other projects. 

 Notwithstanding the close cooperation and 
regular consultations/dialogues between the two 
on diverse areas such as trade, terrorism, transpor-
tation, energy, climate change etc the relationship  
appears less than natural and underperforming  
despite both being democracies and sharing common 
values. This is mainly because the approach of both 
rests on a different set of ideals and worldviews. While 
the EU represents the satiated powers and status-quo, 
India seeks transformation in the existing global  
order and its rightful place. Both are market-oriented 
economies but India like the state to retain complete 
autonomy to act. While integration with the global  
economy and global governance that helps retain its 
pre-eminence is EU preference, India dissects the  
nature and implications of global governance and 
blind integration with the global economy. Rather 
it is concerned about the future of its vast majority 
of young population who may not benefit from the  
unbridled integration with the global economy and 
an increased role of the MNCs. Further, while the EU 
has sought to couple the socio-political issues such 
as democracy, human rights, civil society involve-
ment etc with the economic and trade relations, India 
though not averse to the concerns prefers to de-link 
political values from economic and trade aspects and 
treat them separately.
 On operational aspects, complaints galore 
on both sides. While the EU charge India of not  
sufficiently opening up its economy the EU’s preference  
for its interests and restricting Indian products 
like textiles on grounds of being ‘sensitive’ to  
European producers has not gone well with the  
Indian establishment. Hence, the ambitious Free Trade  
Agreement (FTA) negotiations started in 2007 still has 
not been completed owing to the intractable positions 
of both parties. EU expects India to reduce tariffs on 
the import of cars, wines, spirits and dairy products  
etc and a raise in FDI cap in the insurance and  
banking sector, and provide more space in public  



Rajneethi  |  9 Perspectives

Achievements of Former & Present Faculty
 The book contains a total of thirteen chapters 
which are divided into six sections: (1) Background, 
(2) Dalits and higher education, (3) Minorities and 
higher education, (4) Persons with disabilities and 
higher education, (5) women and higher education 
and (6) the way forward. The contributors of the 
book are from different disciplines such as Political 
Science, Sociology, Law, History, Gender Studies 
and civil society activists.

For more details and to purchase the book:
SAGE Publishing

Amazon

procurement, health, education and construction; but 
India is concerned about the long-term implications 
of it and is cautious. On the other hand, India’s de-
mand for increased ‘Cross-border trade’ (WTO Mode 
1), relaxed conditions for ‘Commercial presence’ 
(Mode 3) and ‘Presence of natural persons’ (Mode 4) 
among others is not favoured by the EU. 
 Politically, India does share many of the  
concerns of the EU, be it on terrorism, climate change 
or implications of China’s increasing assertions. But 
at the same time, India is aware of the limitations 
of the EU in security matters, internal dissension as 
well as the EU’s dependence on the US for its vital 
security pursuits. Therefore, rather than dealing with 

the sermonising EU and its bureaucratic/institutional 
cobweb, India is inclined to deal bilaterally with the 
member-states of the EU. 
 Hence, India-EU relation notwithstanding 
the partnership in so many areas and sharing of com-
mon values is difficult to be characterised as vibrant, 
close or natural. Perceptibly, their relationship has 
moved beyond the traditional donor-recipient frame 
and the EU is now dealing with a confident, assertive 
India that is looking for its due place in the global set-
ting. It can only be hoped that the EU recognises the 
changes in the global order, and both carry forward 
the relation based on dialogues, sensitivity and mutu-
al accommodation.

New Delhi: SAGE Publication Private Limited, 2021
Author:M.J. Vinod Author:S.Y. Surendra Kumar

Click Here

Click Here

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/empowering-marginalized-communities-in-india/book280068
https://www.amazon.in/Empowering-Marginalized-Communities-India-Education/dp/9391370233
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Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar
Publications:
 “Indian Higher Education and 
PwD: Issues of Access and Opportunities” 
in M.J. Vinod and S.Y. Surendra Kumar (eds.) 
Empowering Marginalized Communicates  in India:  
The Impact of Higher Education (New 
Delhi: SAGE Publication Private limited, 2021).
 “Buddhist Extremism, Anti-Minorities  
violence and Buddhist Monks in Sri Lanka” in Sama-
tha Mallempati (eds), India-Sri Lanka Relations: Is it 
Time for Reorientation of Policy  (Delhi: KW Publish-
ing and ICWA, 2021)

Lectures delivered: 
 Resource person for UGC Refresher Course 
in Political Science and Public Administration.  
Organized by UGC-Human Resource Development 
Centre, University of Mysore, Mysuru, on 24 Sep-
tember 2021. 
 Delivered a Special Lecture on “Regional 
Organisation and India’s Development: Focus on 
SAARC” 28 August 2021, KLE Society Law College, 
Bengaluru. 
 Resource person for UGC Refresher Course 
in Political Science and Public Administration.  
Organized by UGC-Human Resource Development 
Centre, Maulana Azad National Urdu University, 
Hyderabad, on 23 August 2021. 
 Delivered a Guest Lecture on “Career  
Opportunities for Social Sciences students” on 5 
July 2021, at an orientation program organized by  
Department of Social Science, BMS College for 
Women, Bengaluru  

Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy
 Member of the State 
Committee for preparing 
the Political Science Sylla-
bus for the Four years UG  
programme under the  
National Education Policy, 2020 
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Dr. B.L Shankar   

 Dr. B.L. Shankar was 
unanimously elected as 
the President of Karnataka  
Chitrakala Parishath in 
2019. Actively participated 
in Padayatra undertaken 
by Sri Chandrashekar,  
former Prime Minister of 
India and become a Trustee 

of Bharat Yatra Trust founded by him. Nominated 
as MLC in 1985 and continued as such till 1990. 
Appointed as Minister of State for Youth Service  
and Sports in 1987 and continued till 1988.  
Political Secretary to Chief Minister Sri H. D. Deve 
Gowda from 18-02-1995 to 26-03-1996. Elected 
as M.P. from Chikkamagalore Lok Sabha Constit-
uency from 15-05-1996 and continued as such till  
04-02-1997. President, Karnataka Pradesh Janata Dal 
from 10-06-1997 to 12-01-1999. Elected as M.L.C on 
14-05-1998 and appointed as Minister for Large and 
Medium Scale Industries. Ex-Member, Karnataka 
Legislative Council (Janatha Dal - Hosakote). 
 He obtained his Ph.D. degree from the  
department and worked under the guidance of late Prof. 
M. G. Krishnan. Dr. Shankar co-authored a book The  
Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work  
(New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2002.)

Capt. Patrick Rajkumar (Batch 1994-1996) 
 He completed his M.A in Political Science  
in 1996 and was a gold medallist. He secured  
M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees from Bharathiar  
University, Tamil Nadu. He is working (since 
2007), at the Department of Political Science,  
Government First Grade College, K.R. Puram,  
Bengaluru and is presently Associate Professor 
and also the Head of the Department.  He has 24 
years of teaching experience in both private and  
government colleges/universities. He has published 

more than 25 papers in national and internation-
al journals and also presented papers in more than 
50 national and state seminars and conferences.   
He also held additional responsibilities 
like coordinator for NAAC, IQAX, 
NCC officer with a rank of Captain  
since 2020, 6 Times Sectoral officer and Trainer  
for Assembly and Parliamentary Elections. Has  
given several motivational talks.

 He also recipient of several national and  
state level awards - Dronacharya Award  
by the Rotary Club of Chennai 
East-2019, 93.5 FM Radio award for most  
influential 100 People in Karnataka-2016, awarded 
the REX Karamveer Award by the UN recognized 
international organization -2017, Best Teacher  
of the year 2018 awarded by Malabar Gold and  
Diamonds. Coach of the Indian Blind Cricket  
Team since 2012 and won three 
world cups for India. Letter of  
Appreciation from the President of India and  
the Sports Ministry for contribution to blind  
cricket and Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi’s  
recognition and personal appreciation. 

PROMINENT ALUMNI
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M. Narayana, Superintendent of Police, 
(Batch 1998-2000)

 M. Narayana  
completed his M.A in 
Political Science from 
Bangalore University  
in the year 2000 and is  
currently the Superinten-
dent of Police, C.I Cell State  
Intelligence. He served as  
SP in Internal Security  

Division and Bescom Vigilance, Bangalore. 
He was also the Ad.S.P of Hassan District. 
He has also served as a Dy,S.P of Bhatkal and  
Lokayuktha, Chikkaballapur, Ad. S.P of  
Bangalore district and D.C.P. Traffic East Divi-
sion, Bangalore City. He has been awarded the C.M 
Medal for Meritorious Service in 2014 

Smt. Nagamani K G, KAS, (Batch 2003-
2005) 
 Smt .Nagamani K G  
(2010 batch KAS)  
currently serving as 
Assistant Commissioner 
of Commercial  Taxes, 
State GST, Government of  
Karnataka. Earlier, she 
was a Commercial Tax  
Officer in Professional Tax office and AC in Local VAT  
office, Koramangala. She completed her M.A. in  
Political Science in 2005 from Bangalore University. 

Dr. Sindhujaa Iyengar
 Is a Bengaluru-based 
Independent Strategy  
Consultant, who has  
specialised in Politics, Pub-
lic Policy, Governance and 
Government Advocacy.  
She works with polit-
ical parties and poli-

ticians, government and elected representatives,  
non-government organisations and advocacy  
groups. Her primary present  
engagement is with Wockhardt Founda-
tion where she serves as Director and heads 
their government advocacy and animal  
welfare verticals. Her consultant services  
are available to otherorganisations.  
Earlier she was also engaged as a Political  
Science instructor in academic institutions  
and as a political sub-editor in print media  
In education, she has specialised in Political  
Science and has a Ph.D. in the subject  
from Department of Political Science,  
Bangalore University, Bengaluru. She is  
presently studying Law in Bengaluru and is 
 expected to qualify for litigation in 2024.
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Blessing in Disguise

Life Is Magic,  
if you do not measure
it with Logic.
Life is a Treasure, 
if you live it with Pleasure.
Life seems Beautiful, 
if you are Dutiful.
Life is full of Wonders, 
if you avoid making Blunders.
Life is Crazy,
if you are not Lazy.
Life is Pleasant, 
if you live in the Present.
Life is Efficient, 
if you feel Self-sufficient.

Students’ Corner

Students’ Corner

Kerala mural paintings are the frescoes depicting  
Hindu mythology in Kerala.  The characters  
in the murals are coloured according to their  
characteristics as illustrated in the relevant  
Hindu mythological scriptures. Spiritual,  
divine and dharmic characters (satwika) are depicted  
in shades of green. Those influenced towards  
power & materialistic wealth (rajasic)  
are painted in shades of red to golden  
yellow. Evil, wicked and mean characters (tamasic)  
are generally painted in white or black.

Smt. Shilpa Nagaraju
Research Scholar

Kerala mural paintings 

Smt. Sarah Naqvi Shirin
Research Scholar
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Stalwarts of the Department
Prof. Narayana

Stalwarts  of the Department

Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Jnanabarathi, Bengaluru-56 
*  *  *  *  *

 One remembers Dr. Narayana 
as a conventional Professor who went 
by the rule book. He knew his subject  
thoroughly and one could notice the flourish in 
his teaching style and his command over facts and  
figures. His classes required us to listen and  
absorb and not interrupt the flow, either by  
coming late to the class or interrupting  
the flow with a question. He appeared 
to be very strict but when one got to 
know him better, he was warm and  
affectionate.

 Narayan sir represented a traditional  
teacher of olden days. He was strict, highly  
disciplined, a voracious reader, reserved and 
time conscious. Pin-drop silence in the class was 
very common. Once Sir enters the class, that’s the 
end of it for late comers. A look into the watch 
would mean the end of the world. Narayan sir  
submerged in the mountain of books in the  
Reference Section (University Library) is  
permanently etched in my memory.He was an 
authority on Indian Constitution and a good  
human being.

 Prof. Narayana served as faculty in the  
Department of Political Science, Bangalore University,  
Bengaluru from 1984 and was Chairman of the 
 department from 1988-1990. Prof. Narayana,  
started his career as Lecturer in Political Science in 
Maharani College, Bangalore, and joined Bangalore 
University as Reader in July 1984. He has guided  
several M.Phil. and Ph.D. scholars. He served in  
various positions in the department/university till 
his superannuation.  
 Prof. Narayana obtained his Ph.D. from 
the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal  
Nehru University, New Delhi, under the supervision 
of Prof. M. S. Rajan. As part of his research on India’s  
Freedom Struggle, he visited London, consulted the 
archives, visited museums and even interviewed 
Lord Mountbatten. An eminent Professor, he was 
known for his genuineness and was most disciplined. 
He was a voracious reader who was very well versed 
on the issues related to Constitution of India. His  
areas of specialization included Indian Constitu-
tion, Constitutional and Political Development of  
Modern India etc.  He passed away on 5th January 
2005.

Note: The editorial board is thankful to Prof. P.S. Jayaramu and 
Prof. M. J. Vinod for sharing their thoughts on Prof. Narayana

Bangalore University Political Science 
Alumni Association (BUPSAA)

 BUPSAA was launched on 8th March 2014. 
Since then, it has organized several programmes like 
Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, Panel  
Discussions, Blood Donation Camp and so on.  
From time to time, BUPSAA has collaborated with 
other institutions and organizations in conducting  
academic activities. 

To become Member of BUPSAA
(click and fill the Google form)

Click Here 

Prof. Sandeep Shastri  
(Batch 1980-82)

Vice-Chancellor, Jagran Lake 
City University, Bhopal

Dr. Suresh Kumar MN
(1992-94 batch)

Assistant Professor, GFGC, 
Doddaballapur

https://forms.gle/2UDPDo7K6LHodHqe7

