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 I am delighted to note that the Department of Political  
Science is launching an E-Newsletter titled, ‘Rajneeti’. Its  
nomenclature, as well as its timing, is relevant. We are still in the 
midst of the pandemic which is refusing to go away; the city and 
the University are attempting to function in a lockdown mode; it ap-
pears that virtual classes will continue to be the norm for some more 
time; and we are all looking towards the government for effective 
policies and programmes to battle the pandemic; in other 
words, a ‘Rajneeti’ that will measure up to the occasion. Under 
the circumstances we are in, there is a need to keep in touch 
with our respective stakeholders, to communicate with them, 
to inform them of notifications, activities, events – effectively 
to keep everyone in the loop. This is the desire of 
the Department of Political Science, which calls for  
appreciation. The initiative has my consent, and I am hopeful that it 
will be continued.

Prof. K.R. Venugopal
Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore University, Bengaluru

Vice-Chancellor’s Message

Prof. Veena Devi took charge as Chairperson

Vice-Chancellor’s Message

 On 1st April 2021, Prof. Veena Devi 
took over as Chairperson of the Department 
of Political Science for a period of  
two years. She is the second woman  
Chairperson of the department, after  
Prof.Meena Deshpande (April 2015-March 
2017). Prof. Veena completed her M.A and  
Ph.D. from this department and later joined 
as faculty in 1994. Her areas of specialisation 
are Rural Governance, Women Empowerment 
and Election Studies.
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BUPSAA General Body Meeting

SNo. Office Bearers Name Batch

1 President Prof.Veena Devi
Chairperson, Dept of Political Science 
Bangalore University

1991-1993

2 Vice-President Mr. Ravi. S
Advocate, Bengaluru

1997-1999

3 General Secretary Dr. M.N. Ramesh
Assistant Professor 
Rani Chennama University, Belgavi

1997-1999

4 Treasurer Dr. Shivaprasad B.C, 
Assistant Professor 
GFGC, Magadi

1995-1997

5 Joint Secretary Smt. Gurvinder Kaur
Assistant Professor 
BMS Law College, Bengaluru

2011-2013

 The Bangalore University Political Science 
Alumni Association General Body Meeting was  
conducted online (ZOOM platform) on 7th May 
2021 at 3.00 pm. The meeting began with a minute’s 
silence to pay respect to the recently departed  
teachers/alumni. 
 Dr. S.Y. Surendra Kumar, General Secre-
tary, BUPSAA gave a brief outline of the progress 
made by BUPSAA since 2014 to till date. This was 
followed by Mr. Ravi, Treasurer, submitting the  
accounts from March 2014 till April 2021. 
 Prof. Veena Devi, took charge as President 
of BUPSAA and sought the cooperation of all the 
members in taking forward the mission of BUPSAA. 
She also shared that the department was planning 
to come up with an E-Newsletter, Journal, Gold  
Medal in the name of Prof. K.H. Cheluva Raju and 
many more programmes during her tenure. 
 The BUPSAA Office Bearers for 2021-2023 
were selected based on consensus, including 26  
Executive Committee Members. 
 It was agreed that Prof. Sandeep Shastri, 
Vice-Chancellor, Jagran Lakecity University, Bhopal 

would deliver the Prof. K.H. Cheluva Raju Memorial 
Lecture-2021 on the theme ‘Electoral Politics’. 
 The Presidential remarks were made by  
Prof. P. Ramanna, who thanked all the mem-
bers for their active participation, support and  
encouragement during his tenure as President  
(April 2019-2021). He also suggested 
ways to increase the membership.

BUPSAA Office Bearers 2021-2023
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National Webinar – Panel Discussion on 9th May 2021
Assembly Elections 2021: Impact on National Politics

Department Events

 Department of Political Science, Bangalore 
University in collaboration with Political Science  
Collective organized an Online National webinar 
(Panel Discussion) on the theme “Assembly Elections 
2021: Impact on National Politics” on 9th May 2021. 
The event had an overwhelming response. More than 
100 participants joined on ZOOM platform while 
others watched live on YouTube. The participants 
comprised of Political Science Faculty and students 
of different universities and colleges across India.

 Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar, Associate Professor, 
Dept. of Political Science, BUB, welcomed the gathering 
and introduced the speakers; he also posed some key 
questions to be addressed by the Panellists. 
 Prof Sandeep Shastri, Vice-Chancellor, Jagran 
Lake University, Bhopal and National Coordinator-  
LOKNITI, New Delhi prefaced his presentation with 
the statement, “Strong Eastern Winds and gentle 
breeze from South moving North.” reflecting on the 
election results in the four states (West Bengal, Assam, 
 Tamil Nadu and Kerala) and Union Territory  
(Puducherry). He opined that these election results 
may not have much impact on national politics, as 
Lok Sabha elections are due only in 2024. He laid 
emphasis on the following aspects: (a) the victory  
of non-NDA parties does not indicate a strong  
opposition and also poses questions for Congress 

to emerge or sustain as central force of opposition.  
(b) These elections reflect the level of citizens’  
perception of performance of the government  
especially in handling the crisis. (c) The element of 
religious polarization had meagre impact on these 
elections and (d) States continue to be the centre of 
politics of the country.
 Prof Sajad Ibrahim, Dept. of Political Science, 
University of Kerala, presented his views on elections 
in Kerala and mentioned that factors like the active 
role of Chief Minister, management of crisis - Nipah  
virus breakout, floods, 1st wave of COVID-19  
pandemic, impression of good governance etc., had 
huge impact for bringing back the Left Democratic  
Front in Kerala. On the other hand, factors like  
communal politics, Sabarimala Issue, lack of  
leadership etc, led to the failure of Union Democratic  
Front and also BJP losing its lonely Assembly seat.
 Dr. Ramajayam P, Centre for Study of Social  
Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, Bharathidasan  
University, Tamil Nadu, presenting his views on Tamil 
Nadu Assembly elections, pointed out that the  
people’s dissatisfaction towards AIADMK and 
lack of leadership despite being backed by BJP,  
remained unacceptable and in turn brought the DMK 
into power. He also mentioned that BJP’s tactics of  
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Virtual Book Discussion on 29th May 2021
Rumki Basu (ed) Democracy and Public Policy in the Post-Covid-19 

World – Choices and Outcomes, London: Routledge, 2021

 The web-talk was organised by the Karnataka  
Regional Branch of the Indian Institute of Public 
Administration, in association with the Department  
of Political Science, Bangalore University, and the 
Political Science Collective. The programme began  
with introductory remarks and welcome by 
Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar, Associate Professor,  
Department of Political Science, Bangalore University,  
Bengaluru. 

He spoke about the context and relevance of the 
book discussion. He highlighted the need to reflect  
on the arguments of the book against the  
background of the present crisis in the world, and  
India in particular. Introductory Remarks were 
made by Mr. S. Ramanathan, Chairman of the IIPA,  
Karnataka Regional Branch.  
 Dr.Rumki Basu, Professor of Public  
Administration and former Head of the Department 
of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), 
New Delhi, said that the book was the result of an  
International Seminar held in February  
2020 on the topic “Democracy and Public  
Policy” at the JMI. Since India, 
along with the rest of the world, was fighting the 
COVID-19 pandemic during that period, the  
challenge before governments at all levels was saving 
lives and livelihoods. The dependence of the public  

polarization of castes, cashing on AIADMK’s  
fragility, and its social consolidation did not  
appeal to the people of Tamil Nadu. The strong sense 
of Dravidian culture is what makes the state always 
elect its regional party to power. He concluded that 
the NDA led Central Government is undergoing a 
two-term fatigue, and this is paving the way for an 
anti-BJP coalition in the country.
 After the speakers’ presentations, participants 
expressed their views and posed questions, which 
were responded to by all the three speakers.
 Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar, Professor (Retd), Dept. 
of Political Science, BUB, identified the important 
takeaways from the webinar:

• Local issues always play a predominant role in State 
Assembly elections.
• Religious polarization cannot be used beyond a 
point to capture the vote-bank.
• The results of the just-concluded Assembly  
elections in five States, should not be used as a  
precursor to predict the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
• What would matter to the electorate at that point 
of time would be adherence to good governance and 
constitutional values like secularism, independence  
of the Election Commission and the nature of  
Cooperative Federalism being followed.  
 The event concluded with a vote of thanks by 
Dr. Ramesh, M. N. of Rani Chenamma University, 
Belagavi. 
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on State capacity, which is heavy even in normal 
times, became so much more onerous in the crisis 
situation that India had never faced before. In the 
first section of the book, the author critically looks 
at the available theoretical framework, models and 
approaches in the sub-discipline of Public Policy and 
their contemporary relevance. In section two which 
is India-specific, the contributors  look at the policy  
choices and their outcomes in education, health, 
e-governance, gender and employment to understand,  
not only the best practices at the state level which have 
been recorded, but also revisit the complex policy  
processes in India at three levels – central, state and 
local. 
 She argued that as we scale from the politics 
of scarcity to the politics of prosperity, the nation will 
need to reiterate the substantive notions of Democracy,  
which means democracy defined in terms of outreach,  
citizen engagement and rights. Democracy and theory  
can be linked in practice by the Rights-based 
approach. Prof. Basu referred to the way of tackling 
COVID-19 pandemic in India, in comparison to  
China. India has changed seminally and irreversibly 
since the pandemic, in terms of governance and political 
dynamism. Its public health system has emerged 
as the critical determinant of the nation’s ability to  
contain the pandemic, its economy has gone through 
unprecedented contraction, its governing economic  
philosophy is being put to an acid test, and its  
private companies have been forced to reconfigure 
their business. India’s poor have gotten poorer, the 
rich have gotten richer and the middle class has seen 
opportunities shrink, jobs disappear and incomes  
depleted. Children have been forced to adapt to a new 
education system and citizens have changed their  
lifestyles, be it in their food habits, travel, etc. However,  
electoral democracy per se can generate immediate 
economic reduction in poverty which will transform 
the lives of people. This will improve accountability 
– politicians will have strong incentives to deliver 

public goods and services according to citizen’s needs. 
Today’s post-pandemic era needs to renegotiate the 
relationship between state, society and the citizen, 
National resources should be used to deliver public 
delivery systems with a sense of fairness and justice. 
The author argued that the difference between the 
magnetic idea of real equality, however utopian, and 
day-to-day perceived inequalities is the greatest curse 
of democratic deficits in old and new states. India 
is no exception to this rule. She concluded with the  
assertion that it is absolutely necessary for  
democracy to succeed and deliver in the 21st  
century. 
 Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar, former Chairman, 
Department of Political Science, Bangalore  
University, Bengaluru   and also the Secretary of 
IIPA, Karnataka Regional Branch, as the Discussant,  
complimented the author for bringing out a very 
timely, extremely-well conceptualized, planned and 
edited publication. He said the book deserves a seriou 
s read for three important reasons: one, it unpacks the 
fuzzy domain of Public Policy; two, it re-examines 
the two worlds normative and empirical Public Policy; 
and three, it balances a theoretical approach with 
concrete sectoral case studies. 
 The session was then opened up for  
discussion and several questions/clarifications were 
sought by the participants. All these were adequately  
responded by Prof. Basu.
 Mr. S. V. Ranganath, IAS (Retd), former 
Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka, made the  
Presidential remarks by summarizing Prof. Basu’s 
 arguments. He also shared his experiences, ideas 
and thoughts to strengthen public policy -making in 
 India. His views  enriched the discussion. 
 The vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Ramesh.  
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 
Rani Chennamma University, Belagavi

Department Events
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 In the field of education, the NDA  
Government led by Prime Minister Modi came 
up with the New Education Policy (NEP) in late 
July 2020. Since then, NEP 2020 has attracted  
a wide range of responses, some in the form of  
appreciation and many as criticisms. Even the critics, 
too, however agree that the Policy has brought about 
a paradigm shift in the primary and higher education 
sectors. My focus here is on higher education.
 As a student and teacher of Political Science, I 
would like to point out strongly that since education  
is in the Concurrent List of the Constitution, the  
Union Government should have involved the States 
in the drafting of the policy and accommodated 
their views. Though consultations across the country  
were held among various stakeholders, the absence 
of formal involvement of States at the drafting stage 
has led to many, especially non-BJP ruled States, like 
West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, stating they would 
not implement the Policy unless their reservations 
are addressed. Such disruptions may defeat the very 
essentials of the Policy at the school and higher  
education level. 
 The most fundamental aspect of NEP 2020 
in the field of higher education is the decision to 
have four-year undergraduate degree programme 
and one-year post-graduate programme, though the  
students would have the flexibility to opt for  
three-year UG and two-year PG programmes.

Issues to be handled at the UG level
 At the outset, I would like to focus on the 
drawing up of a curriculum in Political Science for 
the UG level. Since the NEP allows one-year diploma  
and three-year and four-year programmes, teachers  
are faced with the challenging task of drawing 
up the curriculum for students opting for such  
programmes. What should be the content of the  
one-year diploma course in terms of theories,  
concepts, institutions and processes, will have to be 
agreed upon. This calls for consultations among the 
faculty involved in teaching. The Boards of Studies 
will have to hold workshops for the faculty as a first 
step in curriculum formation. There would not be 
much of problem for the three-year UG programme, 
as the faculty are already familiar with the process. 
It is however the four-year UG programme with the 
fourth year being devoted to research, which calls for 
imaginative handling of the course content. Ideally, 
one semester in the fourth year (7th Semester) will 
have to be on teaching of concepts in research and 
research methods and the second semester of the 
fourth year (8th Semester devoted to project work in 
industries/employers’ work place. 
 The project the students carry out, including 
the assessment of the report, should be done by those 
who guide them (and not by the regular faculty) and 
their evaluation marks/credits should form part of 
the overall grades students get. Serious attention will 
have to be paid to make the students derive optimum 
benefits as some of them may not opt for the PG  
programme.
Tasks at the PG level
 Like at the UG level, the University  
Departments/the BOS will have to hold workshops 
for faculty members and prepare the curriculum for 

National Education Policy 2020 
and Challenges in Political Science Teaching

Prof. P. S. Jayaramu
Former Professor of Political 
Science, Bangalore University, 
Former Senior Fellow, ICSSR,  
New Delhi

Perspectives
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the one-year and two-year PG  programmes. Efforts  
will have to be made to see to it that the one-year 
PG students would not lose out in any respect, 
in terms of the rigour of the academic content.  
Handling of the issues in two-year programmes may 
not pose much problems. Care will have to be taken 
to include the theoretical and practical components 
in an even manner to provide optimum benefits to 
the students who pass out of such programmes. 

Teacher Training
 Keeping in mind the fact that teachers 
play a critical role in the implementation of NEP 

 “The earth has enough for every man’s need 
but not for every man’s greed.” Mahatma Gandhi. 
The word globalization sums up the contemporary 
world order.  It refers to the integration of the world 
into one capitalist political economy, operating 
under a neo-liberal free market ideology, and  
increasingly governed by one set of rules. The  
location of globalization in the ideological discourse  
is imperative.  Globalization thus presents itself 
as the process aiming at the universalization of  
capitalism. Behind the dictates of the capital market 
are the three imperatives of competition – increasing 
labour productivity, profit maximization and capital 
accumulation. This greed-based, war addicted, and 
growth-obsessed economic system poses even greater  
threats today than it did during the early phases 
of the Industrial Revolution. Today, it threatens to  

Globalization, Localization and ‘Big Picture’ Activism

D. Jeevan Kumar
Former Professor of Political Science, 
Bangalore University,
Currently Hon. Professor, 
Karnataka State Rural 
Development and Panchayat Raj 
University, Gadag.

destroy human civilization and much of the  
biosphere. 
 We believe that, in its essence, the process  
of globalization is anti-democratic.  It is also  
threatening the very integrity of the nation-state.  It 
is being supported by elitist, meritocratic, communal  
and capitalist elements.  Its determined pursuit by 
the powers-that-be, is resulting in the rise of fascist 
forces.  We therefore believe that resisting and  
defeating globalization, is the necessary condition 
for preserving and promoting democracy.
Economic Localization
 If economic globalization is the root of so 
many problems, then localization – an economic 
shift away from the global towards the local – offers  
a systemic answer. Economic localization offers multi- 
faceted solutions to the problems created by 
globalization. Economic localization is about 
re-scaling the economy back to a human level. It is 
the process of building economic structures which 
allow the goods and services a community needs, 
to be produced locally and regionally, whenever  
possible. Localizing economies can strengthen  
community cohesion and lead to greater human 

2020, adequate attention will have to be paid for  
reorientation of the faculty. While at a certain level,  
it is the responsibility of the Universities and  
Colleges offering UG and PG programmes to address  
this requirement, the Departments of Political  
Science will have to organise Orientation Programmes 
and Refresher Courses for their faculty to help them  
acquire the right academic skills for teaching and 
guiding research. Teacher training should also  
include skilling, re-skilling and up-skilling of the 
faculty in the use of informational technology, 
which will be very much an integral part of online 
teaching in the post COVID-19 higher educational  
eco-system.
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health and material wellbeing, all while reducing 
pollution and degradation of the natural world.
 It is important to note is that localization  
does not mean total isolation. It is not about  
eliminating all trade. Communities can still export 
surpluses once local needs are met, and they can still 
import goods that cannot be produced locally. But 
localization allows local, regional, and even national 
self-reliance to replace dependence on distant, unac-
countable corporations.
 Localized economies are created by and for 
the people who live there. Rather than subscribing  
to a global monocultural model, localized 
economies respect local cultures and needs, while 
allowing for the free exchange of knowledge and 
ideas across borders. In fact, localization requires 
international cooperation and collaboration to ad-
dress global problems like Climate Change, and to 
forge agreements to scale back the rapacious power 
of global corporations and banks.
‘Big Picture’ Activism
 ‘Big Picture’ Activism encompasses three 
 aspects:
1. Educating oneself about the root causes of the 
world’s crises;
2. Developing a ‘big picture’ understanding of how 
the different parts of a healthy economy – food,  
finance, energy, etc. – interact with and build upon 
each other; and
3. Connecting and collaborating with diverse people 
and movements on the basis of this understanding.
 Big Picture Activism is activism that is  
grounded in a thorough knowledge of 
how social and economic systems work. 
In recognizing that the same economic 
policies drive everything from job insecurity and 
poverty to climate chaos and political extremism, 
Big Picture Activism allows us to transcend isolated  
single-issue campaigns and build powerful  
coalitions that are big and resilient enough to  

Perspectives

recapture democratic power from global  
monopolies. We believe that it is the 
most effective strategy we have for  
creating a cohesive global movement towards a  
cleaner, healthier, and more resilient world.  
Big Picture Activism recognizes that these are all  
interconnected.

Three things need to be done to make the world a 
better place:
 1. Rethink: Why doesn’t end-
less economic growth make us  
happier? What can we learn from non-Western  
cultures? What do we mean by progress, growth and 
development?
 2. Resist: Speak out against the global 
market that widens the gap between rich and poor, 
devastates ecosystems and separates us from each 
other and Mother Earth.
 3. Renew: Celebrate a way of life that 
respects Nature, justice and real democracy. Rebuild 
local economies & communities, and restore cultural 
and biological diversity.

References
• Norberg-Hodge, Helena, Local is our Future – Steps 
to an Economics of Happiness, Local Futures, 2019.
• www.localfutures.org
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 COVID-19 has turned out to be one of the 
most potent peacetime disruptors of globalization. 
The outbreak of a new pathogen COVID-19 has 
brought humanity to its feet, and has resulted in 
one of the largest declines in international trade,  
international travel and foreign direct investment.   
Since 2020, the world has been experiencing  
lockdowns, travel restrictions and quarantines. All 
this has had a ripple effect on the global economy 
and plunged the whole world into recession, erasing  
trillions of dollars from global stock markets. It  
infected the vitals of the global economy resulting in 
huge disruptions especially on the supply-side and 
demand-side. The virus capitalized on the reality of 
human hyper connectivity.  
 One wonders whether pandemics like  
COVID-19 reflect the spillover of globalization –  
a phenomenon that represents the good, the bad and 
the ugly. The beneficial part of globalization has to 
do with the sharing of ideas, finance, technology,  
resources, goods and services. Globalization 
has made the world strong as well as weak and  
vulnerable. Besides getting millions of people out of 
poverty, globalization has also resulted in dangers 
like financial recession, cyber viruses, terrorism and 
spread of pandemics. We have also witnessed the  
unintended consequences of globalization like climate  
change.  On the flip side, the scale of travel across the 
global landscape especially for business, trade and 
tourism has made it even more difficult to contain 
a pandemic.

Perspectives

COVID-19: A Peacetime Disruptor of Globalisation?

Prof. M J Vinod
Professor, Dept. of International 
Studies, Politics and History, Christ 
University, Bengaluru
Former Professor Department of  
Political Science and former Dean, 
Faculty of Arts, Bangalore University 

 The free flow of ideas, money, resources,  
people and jobs has also resulted in political  
pressures. Hence when former President Trump 
was in power, the world witnessed new immigration  
restrictions, technological decoupling, new barriers  
to trade & investment, rediscovering of supply 
chains and the trend towards ‘country first’ policies 
and strategies.  Even before COVID-19 crippled  
globalization, Trump had imposed tariffs on allies 
and adversaries, initiated a trade war with China and 
withdrew from trade pacts like the Trans- Pacific  
Partnership. The neo-liberal orthodoxy gave way to 
slogans like America First and developments like 
BREXIT. COVID-19 rubbed salt into the wounds 
by virtually bringing the global movement of people 
and goods to a standstill.  
 Given these COVID times, more countries 
and companies are now beginning to realize the risks 
of this over-dependence. When SARS broke out in 
2003, China accounted for only 4% of the global 
output, which today stands at 16%. One wonders  
whether the time has come for companies to take 
re-shoring on a selective basis seriously from now 
on. However, this is easier said than done, since  
China is presently critical to the global supply chains.  
In that sense, China’s wealth and health matters.  
Hence globalization can create systemic risks for the 
whole world when there is so much dependence on 
any one country like China. Perhaps countries will 
now need to figure out ways and means to lessen 
this dependence. Perhaps the virus will result in a 
more visible digital and online form of globalization,  
rather than the one we have been familiar with.  
Remote working is now catching on, and perhaps it 
could even become the norm.  
 The transition is not one from globalization 
to de-globalization.  Humanity is caught between 
the devil and the deep sea. On the one hand, in-
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 The 21st century world has seen fascinating 
opportunities to experiment with teaching-learning 
methods in the classroom. The teaching of Political 
Science, both at the undergraduate and postgraduate  
level, is verily at the cusp of change. A range of new 
methods were ushered in in the last decade of the 
previous century and have received a further impetus 
in the last two decades. While the traditional chalk 
and talk method is still relevant, various themes 
in Political Science offer themselves to alternate  
methods of dialogue in the classroom. It may be useful  
to list out a few. This list makes no claim to be  
exhaustive but is merely suggestive of the directions 
that Political Science teaching-learning is taking. 
 The philosophical underpinning of this 

tense movement of people across borders can create 
pandemic-like scenarios. Yet to overcome it, we  
cannot do without transnational cooperation  
especially among the scientific and medical  
fraternity. The Corona virus is a wake-up call for the 
whole world. The pandemic exposes the extent of 
human vulnerability, mutual economic dependence 
and inter-dependence. The total dependence on the 
global supply chain can be too risky, which needs to 
be fragmented. Hence in a pandemic scenario, the 
importance of the domestic supply chain becomes 
critical too. 
 Globalization in its present manifestation 
carries with it the risk of a contagion which can be 
both financial and medical. Though it will not be 

Teaching-Learning of Political Science

Prof. Sandeep Shastri
Vice-Chancellor, Jagran 
Lakecity University, Bhopal

change, is the belief that a classroom should witness 
50% facilitator talk and 50% learner talk. The 
earlier paradigm of the facilitator delivering a  
lecture interspaced with possible questions by 
the students (which was often left to the last few  
minutes and many a time was non-existent) has at 
many Universities become a thing of the past. An  
engaging dialogue is often considered the most  
effective form of learning. Many facilitators begin 
the class with a 15-minute interaction on the leading  
headlines of the day. Some have extended this  
interaction to include group discussions on select 
themes in the newspaper followed by presentation  
by each group and collective reflection. Some  
facilitators have even made the newspapers the basis 
for a discussion of the theme planned for the day. 
 Many facilitators are today using information  
technology very effectively in their classrooms. A 
short video could often break the monotony of mere 
auditory learning. While use of power point slides 
has become popular, the point must be underscored 
that technology is merely an aid to learning and  

Perspectives

the death knell of globalization, yet we are bound to 
see a new chapter unfold. Under the circumstances,  
globalization is easy to target but difficult to  
displace. The dilemma is that as the pandemic spreads, 
the Chinese tend to get more engaged. The future of  
globalization is also contingent on national  
strategies, consumer preferences, the challenges  
facing company executives, and the economics of  
doing business in the post-COVID-19 world.  
Perhaps the post-pandemic scenario will result in a 
certain amount of re-shoring as well as rediscovery  
of the terms and conditions of globalization. It will 
also be contingent on the extent to which global  
pandemics continue to pose a threat.
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Achievements of Former & Present Faculty

released by the Honorable Chief Justice of India,  
Shri Sharad Arvind Bobde at High Court of  
Karnataka, Bengaluru in a virtual book release 
event. The Chief Justice of Karnataka, Shri Abhay  
Shreeniwas Oka, several other judges of Supreme 
Court and High Court, Shri Prabhuling K Navadgi, 
Advocate-General of Karnataka and Members of the 
Bar Council were present in the event. 
 Introduction and welcome address was  
delivered by Honorable Justice B.V. Nagarathna, who 
is also the reviewer of the translated book. Speaking 
in the event, CJI Justice Shri Sharad Arvind Bobde, 
highlighted the importance of the book and said 
“The Supreme Court first released this book as a 
book intended for general readership besides the 
practitioners and students of law… It emphasizes 
democracy, independence of judiciary and lets us 
acknowledge and celebrate the instrument for the 
welfare of the people.” He further mentioned that 
the attempt of the Supreme Court is to increase the 

cannot replace the facilitator. One often notices that 
facilitators seek to use technology to overcome their 
own inadequacies both in terms of familiarity with 
content and capacity to communicate effectively. In 
such situations, technology is more of a bane than a 
boon.
 Many facilitators have sought to extend the 
process of learning beyond the four walls of the 
classroom. Ever since 1995, Lokniti has pioneered 
Election Studies in India. For all our surveys in the 
last quarter century, our field investigators have been 
under-graduate and post-graduate students. Over 
these years, more than one lakh students from across 
the country have been trained in survey research 
and have had the opportunity to reflect on their  
classroom learnings through their field work. 

 The National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 has now placed at centre-stage Project Based  
Learning. Many facilitators have experimented with 
this in the last two decades. In some institutions, for 
every paper, one unit (in many cases the final unit) 
is a Group Project on one of the themes that was 
discussed as part of the Course. As the students go 
about their group project, collect data, analyze the 
same and then make a presentation, the excitement 
in the learning process is patently visible. 
 We live in exciting times of change and  
experimentation. I do hope our newsletter will  
devote a segment in each issue to reflections on  
experiments with teaching-learning techniques  
in Political Science. 

 “Bharatada Nyayalayagalu: Hindininda  
Indinavarege.,  is the Kannada version of “Courts 
of India: Past to Present”  translated by Prof. 
Meena Deshpande and her team consisting 
Prahlad B. Mahishi, Smt. Vatsala Iyengar,  
Dr. Vithal Potadar and Smt. Rajeshwari Krishna and is  
published by Publication Division, Ministry of  
Information and Broadcasting, Govt of India, New 
Delhi., 
 On 18th April 2020, the above book was  

Book Release: “Bharatada Nyayalayagalu: Hindininda Indinavarege”
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spread and readership of ‘Courts of India:Past to 
Present’ which was originally published in English in 
2016. It is now being translated into local languages 
in India.
 The English version of the book is authored 
by Judges of Supreme Court and Chief Justices and 
Judges of High Courts, Advocates and academicians. 
 Profusely illustrated, it consists of 10 chapters  
extensively covering the history of the evolution of 
the judicial system, history of judicial administra-
tion in all the states in India. It also traces it from Ve-
dic, medieval, anad colonial to the present times. It 
also discusses the important cases, evolution of case 
law and many more subjects.  

 This book is the fourth to come out in trans-
lations of the original book ‘Courts of India: Past 
to Present’, after Assamese, Hindi and Marathi. It is 
likely to be made available for sale shortly.

Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar, Associate Professor 
 • Served as a  
Resource person at the Seven  
Days Short Term Course on  
Political Science and  
delivered Three lectures 
on “Dynamics of  International 
law”, on 21-23 June 2021, organized 
by Department of Political Science, 
BMS College of Law, Bengaluru  
 • Delivered a Guest Lecture on “Quest of  
Transgender for Equality: The Way forward”, 19 June 
2021, organized by Equal Opportunity Cell, NSS  
and IQAC, St. Paul’s College, Bengaluru  
 • Resource person to deliver a Guest Lecture 
on “Digital Divide in India in the Context of  
Marginalized Communities”, 17 June 2021,  
organized by SAMATA Equal Opportunity Cell and 
IQAC, Sehsadripuram College, Bengaluru  

 • Served as Resource person at a Two-Day  
International Webinar on COVID-19 Pandemic 
and the Challenges of Migrant Workers. Presented a  
paper on “Handling of internal Migrants during 
the Pandemic: Experiences of India and China”,  
organized by Shodhsamvad Research Forum, New 
Delhi, 1-2 May 2021.  
 • Delivered a Special Lecture on “Indian 
Higher Education and Persons with Disabilities in 
India”, 29 April 2021, Baduku, Centre for Livelihood 
Learning  SAMVADA, Bengaluru  
 • Completed Two-month International 
Online Course “China Capsule 101” conducted by 
AsiaSlate, Asia Century Foundation, New Delhi, (15 
Feb - 15 April 2021).
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Dr. Midatala Rani (Batch 1981-1983) 

Professor, Department of 
Political Science and also 
the Director, UGC-HRDC, 
University of Mysore,  
Mysuru. She completed her 
MA and M.Phil in 1983 and 

1986 respectively. Her areas of specialisation are 
Public Policy, Tribal Studies and Public Administra-
tion.   

Sri. Akram Pasha, (Batch 1990-1992), IAS 

Commissioner, Labour 
Department, Government 
 of Karnataka. He held  
several key positions in 
Government of Karnataka 
as Commissioner, Rural 
Development and  
Panchayat Raj; Director of Minorities,  
Deputy Commissioner, Hassan district. 
He was the President of Karnataka 
Administrative Service Officers Association, 
Bangalore (4 yrs). He is the recipient 
of Sarvothama Seva Award (Best Officer  
-2017). He completed his MA and M.Phil. in  
1992 and 1994 respectively.  

D.V. Swamy, (Batch 1997-1999), IAS

Development Commis-
sioner, Cochin Special 
Economic Zone, Kerala, 
Department of Com-
merce, Government of 
India. He has 17 years of 
leadership experiences 
in Public Administra-
tion and has served in  

different capacities in states like Manipur, Oris-
sa and Karnataka. He also has a MA in Public  
Administration from John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University.  

Mr. Prathap Lingaiah, (Batch 2003-2005) 

State NSS Officer, Government of Karnataka. 
He is a recipient of several national and state awards, 
the most prominent one being the Indira Gandhi 
National Award for Best NSS Programme Officer 
(2013-2014). He is the first NSS Programme Officer 
in the history of Bangalore University to receive 
this award. He completed his MA in 2005 and is  
presently pursuing his Ph. D. from KSOU, Mysore.

Smt. Reena N Suvarna, (Batch 2009-2011) 

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police, J. C Nagar, 
Bengaluru. She joined 
Karnataka Police 
Service (KPS) in 2017. 
She completed her MA 
in 2011 and was a Gold 
Medallist. 

Prominent Alumni

PROMINENT ALUMNI
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Smt. Shilpa Nagaraj 
Performed Bharatanatyam

 
 Smt. Shilpa Nagaraj, Research Scholar, 
performed Bharatanatyam on 19th March, 2021 
at Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of  
Administration, Mussorie. Shilpa performed a  
Thillana piece of Raaga Dhanashree. Her short 
dance programme for the Cultural Phase III for IAS  
probationers organised by LBSNAA, was enough to 
gauge her considerable skill. 
 She bowled over the audience with her  
efficient way of presenting brisk nritta and excellent 
expressions. The Thillana depicts a happy mode and 
showcases the love for Lord Krishna. It exhibited  
exuberance of rhythm with sculptured poses and 
pure dance, bringing out the ecstasy of human spirits 
by technical purity and vitality to convey a feeling of 
supreme bliss with rhythmic Korvais patterns. Shilpa 
is a Vidwath and graded artist of Doordarshan. She 
has also won state-level accolades in Bharatanatyam 
and Carnatic Classical Music.

Abnormality

 There were beautiful sunrises. On one side 
in cities, roads were busy with vehicles and people.  
Employees were immersed in their work. Stu-
dents were involved in their studies. On the other 
side, villages were full of agriculture-related work. 
Everybody was engaged in their routine duties. 
There was normalcy.
 Suddenly, normalcy changed into abnormality. 
An invisible micro-organism made the busy roads 
empty, made employees to work from home, made 
students homebound and stuck with online classes, 
made villages to look like there are no people, made 
farmers the worst sufferers. So, here abnormality 
meant “Utter Silence” 
 This micro-organism shattered our lives 
to the extent possible. The birth of this deadly  
Corona Virus made the governments to worry a 
lot. As this virus is communicable, it had spread all 
over the country in a short span of time. To contain 
the spread of this virus, two unfamiliar words –  
Lockdown and Social Distancing became part of our 
lives. This micro-organism made governments left 
with no other option other than imposing lockdown.
 It invaded our lives, took lakhs of lives, made 
people to starve, made farmers to suffer loss of crops, 
made economies to go back to the first step of the 
ladder. Time is running but this virus made us to 
stagnate. We have been stuck at one place for more 
than a year.
 Slowly, things seemed to be getting better. 
It appeared that we were getting back to Normalcy. 
But it did not remain for long. The virus started  
mutating and things are back to abnormality. Once 
again, schools and colleges are shut, offices and shops 
are closed and roads have become empty. There is 
silence all around. 
Let us all pray that this micro-organism dies and 
allows macro-organisms like us to live.

Students’ Corner

Students’ Corner

Chitra Bollineni 
1st Semester

MA Political Science
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Art Corner 

Peacock Mandala 
 There is no special significance of drawing 
mandala art in peacock outline. It is to attract the 
mind. The mandala art can be adapted to any outline. 
The special interest in peacock outline is because it 
is a possessor of some of the most admired human 
characteristics. It is also a symbol of integrity and the 
beauty which we can achieve, when we endeavour to 
show our true colours.

Crescent Mandala
 Moon Mandala with a crescent moon is 
a symbol of learning, creativity and change. It  
promotes personal growth and self-improvement. 
The Moon Mandala is a significant symbol in 
Buddhism. It is the symbol of Bodhichitta, which 
means 'mind of enlightenment'.

Students’ Corner

Abhigna Reddy P. 
1st Semester

MA Political Science

Mr. Byrappa
Research Scholar 
Dept. of Political Science
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DEPARTMENT

  The Department was established in the year 1973 by  
Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju, with the support of  
Dr. H. Narasimhaiah, the then Vice-Chancellor of  
Bangalore University.   Dr. Cheluva Raju served as Professor 
 and Chairman till 1987, and went on to become the Vice- 
Chancellor of Gulbarga University from 1987-1990. Since  
then, the department has had quaified faculty members, 
who have carried forward the legacy and values 
established by Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju.

They include Prof. Narayana, Prof. R.L.M. Patil, Prof. M.G. Krishnan, 
Prof. P. S. Jayaramu, Prof. D. Jeevan Kumar, Prof. Meena Deshpande 
  and Prof. M.J. Vinod. 

 Since its inception, the Department has promoted critical inquiry and exchange 
of ideas. It strives to remove barriers in higher education and motivate students in  
realizing their potential through creative spaces. It promotes inter-disciplinary  
research and tie-ups with civil society and industry, with the intention of facilitating 
placement of students. Presently, the department consists of three Professors -  
Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy, Prof. P. Ramanna, and Prof. Veena Devi  
and an Associate Professor, Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar. At present there are 120  
P.G. students and 42 Ph.D. scholars pursuing their studies. 

Upcoming Events & History

Upcoming Events
• (July 2021) Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture 2021, in association with Bangalore 
University Political Science Alumni Association  (BUPSAA).
• (August 2021) International Webinar (Panel Discussion) on the theme “Social Media and  
Political Discourses”.
• (September 2021) National Workshop (three days) on “Understanding China” for University/
College level Assistant Professors in Political Science. 

Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Jnanabarathi, Bengaluru-56 
*  *  *  *  *


