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MDA TUB RUN

Sponsoring dealership

21st Annual MDA Tub Run is ready to roll
It’s just around the corner. The 21st Annual MDA Tub Run
is coming. It’s always been a puzzle filled with many
pieces. And, as it has been in the previous 20 years, those
pieces are coming all together for another repeat of a
successful year of planning and preparation. And, as in all
our previous years, we humbly ask our fellow chapter
members and those in our MDA family for your support
and for some of your valuable time, volunteering at this
year’s event. If you can, please
sign up in the HOG book or contact us, to volunteer some time in
working at YOUR Nationally
ranked MDA event. Being Ranked
#2 in the country doesn’t come
easy. Many have given their efforts to help us get, and maintain
this honor, of showing the rest of
the country how to hold an MDA
fundraiser.
Speaking of our #2 ranking, I’m
proud to announce that we again
have earned the honor of having
Harley Davidson donate a Raffle
bike to our cause. We will be

Raffling off a 2015 Sportster 1200!!. Rather than give the
bike away at our Tub Run, we have decided to partner with
Boardtracker Harley and give the bike away at their Grand
Opening celebration on Aug. 15th! As in the past, the
tickets will be $5 each and we will again be asking our
fellow chapter members to assist us in selling tickets.
Tickets will be available at Kutter/Boardtracker. Please be
sure to sign out some tickets and earn your HOG points!
As always, thank you for all
your support and we’ll see you
all on June 19th and 20th!

2014 MDA National Goodwill Ambassador
Reagam Imhoff with her mom, Jenny from
New Berlin, Wi attended last years event.

Kutter Harley Davidson dealership sold
JANESVILLE—Kutter Harley- Davidson announced Monday its owner,
Joanne Kutter, has sold the Janesvillebased motorcycle dealership that's been
considered a national powerhouse for
decades. In a release issued Monday,
Kutter announced its sale to Sara and
Eric Pomeroy of Naples, Fl. As of Monday, the dealership changed its name to
Boardtracker Harley-Davidson. Kutter's
Monroe dealership name has been
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changed to Swiss Valley. An employee
at Kutter said she doesn't expect the
dealership that's run 20 years in Janesville to move to another location or
make major changes to its current workforce. The sale closes a chapter for the
motorcycle dealer, which has earned
industry accolades for sales and rentals,
and in 2003 was named the top domestic
motorcycle seller in the country. The
sale was finalized last week after ap-

proval by Harley-Davidson, Cee Cee
Philipps, marketing manager at Kutter
Harley-Davidson, said. Philipps on
Monday indicated the sale has been
coming slowly but surely. She said rumors within the company were that
Joanne had wanted to sell for at least a
few years. “For her, she's been doing
this for 30 years—and 15 on her own,”
Philipps said. “She was ready to move
Continued on page 2

SCW HOG Chapter Meeting Afton Pub & Park
Wings/Smelt $2. basket
July 19th
Reminder there is no meeting in June!

Meeting 10am

Sold
cycles used in 1910s and 1920s
on to other things. I think she
designed to race on tracks made of
was taking her time, trying to
wood. The new Boardtracker dislook for the right couple to find
play has been installed and highthem and bring them in.” Rudi
lights motorcycles from that era,
and Joanne Kutter founded the
Philipps said. “You'll have to wait
original Kutter Harley-Davidson
and see what it looks like,” Philipps
dealership in 1985, out of a
said. “It's going to be really neat.”
storefront in Delavan with just
The dealership has received Hartwo motorcycles, according to
ley-Davidson's highest recognition,
Gazette archives. In 1990, Kutter
the Bar and Shield Award 15 times.
built the first custom-designed
The dealership for years has sponHarley-Davidson dealership in
sored the annual MDA Tub Run
the U.S. along Pontiac Drive in
out of Janesville, one of the largest
Janesville. In 1996, the dealerorganized charity motorcycle rides
ship built a showroom across the
in the country. In many years,
street at its location now at 3223
2,000 or more riders have particiN. Pontiac Drive. The dealership
pated in the event, taking off out of
expanded in 2003, when Kutter
Boardtracker display featuring two antique Harley - Davisthe
large side lot at the dealership.
opened another location in Mon- The
don’s at the former Kutters dealership is nearing completion .
The Pomeroys plan to keep all 140
roe. Rudi was killed in a motorcycle crash in North Dakota in 1999. It's Sara and Eric special events this year at the dealership—including the Tub
Pomeroy's first Harley Davidson dealership, Philipps said. Run—scheduled as planned, and they intend to continue the
Prior to the sale, three other deals to sell Kutters had material- tradition of hosting the events the same as before the sale,
ized but “for various reasons, didn't pan out,” she said. Philipps said. She said what was planned as a 30-year anniverPhilipps said new General Manager Paul Dwight has been sary party for Kutter on Aug. 15 will now be run as a grand
working on a transition “since February.” Philipps said the opening for Boardtracker. Philipps said that employees for
new ownership and top management has made it clear the Kutter—now Boardtracker—have expressed gratitude for
dealership is not planning to move to a different location or Joanne Kutter's leadership at the dealership. “It's sad to see
change its base of employees. She said the Pomeroys plan to Joanne go. She and former (General Manager) Gary (Sinks)
invest in the dealership at 3223 N. Pontiac Drive, giving it a … we loved working for them. Joanne, she's the most lovely
display makeover, a new sign and a boost to its image as a lady,” Philipps said. Philipps said Kutter announced the sale
“destination.” “They're taking the dealership to another level. straight to her employees during an address in which she
One idea they brought is to create more space for motorcycles thanked workers for helping her and her husband build a
to be parked outside—more concrete tables for people and dealership that is “distinctive” and prized for its customer
riders to pull up and talk outside the store. She said the service. Kutter also thanked employees for helping make
dealership plans to boost inventory, and it plans touches at the charity events at the dealership successful. “We did all that,”
dealership to highlight its new namesake—Boardtracker. That Kutter reportedly told employees in the announcement. “All
name is rooted in the history of early Harley-Davidson motor- of us together.” -

Annual HOG Chapter May Ride kicks off riding season. The May ride started out cloudy- looking like rain for sure.....we all had rain
gear with but yeah didn't need it! Except for John - he got soaked on his way back home to Cherry Valley after he broke off from the
group. Rode to Green & Lafayette county and then ate in Argyle and lunch was absolutely delicious! Great getting to know some of
the new members! Be sure to check the newsletter events calendar for upcoming rides and plan to join in. The rides are always fun
and a great way to meet your fellow chapter members.
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Well Chapter Members, May turned into a very interesting month for our Chapter. The Kutter
HD Open house went well and every one had fun on the Camden Park Poker Run. The
winner of the Chapter Bike Raffle took the Bike and we even made a little money for the
Chapter. We also learned of the sale of our Dealership and the end of the South Central
Wisconsin HOG Chapter. What we will find out in June is what is next for us. We still have
the Tub Run coming June 20th and Bike Night will start with the first Tuesday of the month.
I hope everyone can come out and join us for some summer fun and lots of riding.
Because of the Tub Run there will be no Chapter meeting so the next meeting will be July
19th at the Afton Pub and park. Hope to see you all there.

David Miser

No Secretary report as our next meeting is May 31, 2015 at Kutter Pavilion. Breakfast at 9,
Meeting at 10.
Points from February Have a Heart, Kutter Open House and Chapter Bike Raffle have been
received and are reflected on the sign-in sheet. If you feel there is an error, please let me
know as soon as possible, as two months after each event is the deadline for corrections.

Deb Duncan

Three additional riders join have joined our chapter this month......Let's all WELCOME Anita
Schmall from Machesney Park, Mark Stebbins, South Beloit and Gerald Steffensen, Clinton....we
are happy to have you as part of our HOG family!

Shiela Lund

I would like to mention to all our new members that our May 31 meeting at the Rudi Kutter
Memorial Pavilion is one you'll want to be sure to attend. Enjoy our annual Ladies of Harley
Breakfast (free to all members) which starts at 9 a.m. just before our 10 o'clock meeting.
Afterwards be sure to plan on being included in our 2015 SCWHOG Chapter picture! With a name
change pending (to Boardtrackers Harley Owners Group!), you'll want to be sure to be included
in this "collectors item". Hope to see you all at our last meeting before the Tub Run and 2015
Wisconsin HOG Rally!

I would like to say thank you to those that have stepped forward to lead rides for this coming seaGreetings! I’m back in beautiful Wisconsin for the summer/fall. Florida was great, lots of rides,
Bike Week, and some great local events. I felt at home with a Quaker Steak & Lube just up
the street. It’s the only one in the entire southeast united states and just a mile from my home.
This month’s newsletter announces a major change for our chapter with the sale of Kutter
Harley Davidson to a new set of owners and the name change to Boardtracker Harley Davidson. Be sure to stop in and say hello to Paul Dwight the new general manager and let him
know how important a HOG chapter is and we need the support of Boardtracker in the future.
There are some big plans for the dealership going forward with more details as coming.

Don Carson
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We only have one closed event this month which is the Rockton Chicken Run and
is always a great trip.
The Sunset Pizza Run was a bust. Mid fourties and rainy. Randy and I decided to
call it before we left kutter which allowed me to ride in the welcome home parade for
the Vets Roll home coming later that night. If you have never been to a Vets Roll
Home Coming please try to find time for next year. It is a great experience and it was
an honor to be a part of that night.

Phil Muth

Thanks
Phil Muth

Below is an article Phil posted of a Appleton Post-Crescent Newspaper article on Memorial Day.
Grandpa made the paper today in Appleton. This was very well written by the reporter.
APPLETON – The final Monday of May has been long set aside to remember those who died for their
country.
Philip Muth, 91, an Appleton World War II veteran, doesn't need a date or a particular reason to remember
the meaning of Memorial Day. Thoughts come and go every day.
Muth was 20 years old and a celestial navigator in the 15th Air Force, 451st Bomb Group. He was among
a crew of 10 aboard a B-24 bomber on Oct. 7, 1944. The plane took off from Castelluccio, Italy and was
shot down about 40 miles south of Vienna, Austria.
Muth was one of three who survived.
I asked him whether he commemorated last month's 70th anniversary of his liberation from a German
prisoner-of-war camp.
"I always think about it," he insisted.
"… but he doesn't always talk about it," added Joan, his wife of 67 years.
It was a life-changing day that has remained in his heart and mind over the decades. Today, the Muths
enjoy retirement and the company of each other. They're residents of Appleton's Touchmark retirement
community.
Philip went from World War II to be a junior high school science teacher. Joan was a nurse, and signed-off
on more than 3,000 babies during her career.
"Isn't that something?" Philip said with a wide smile.
A prisoner of war
The B-24 was shot down on Muth's 13th mission, but he's never seized on superstition.
"It's just a number," he said.
Memories remain vivid. Reminders still pop up.
Last month, he received a newsletter that mentioned Lt. Robert Mack and Sgt. Joe Naranjo. Both were
aboard that plane. Mack, a co-pilot, survived. Naranjo, the front gunner, was killed. He also found a
reference to the plane being shot down in a history book tucked within Touchmark's library.
Anti-aircraft fire hit the bomber at 23,000 feet and at about 10 a.m. — to the best of Muth's recollection.
His only way out was the nose hole opening. He opened the doors, though centrifugal force held him
inside the plane for a frustrating moment. He bailed out at about 16,000 feet, avoided the plane and fell
to about 4,000 before before opening his chest-pack parachute.
He suffered no more than bruises, though "three Germans were waiting there for me," he said.
After a short stay at a local jail, he was taken to Budapest, Hungary for interrogation.
Muth shied from many of the specifics about his treatment while imprisoned. He said he isn't sure he's told
his son or daughter the full story.
Continued on next page.
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But he shared some recollections. The Germans, he said, knew how to get to the mind.
In Budapest, he was kept in solitary confinement. He had a straw mattress, a table and a five-gallon pail
for a toilet. Small meals came through the door. The sound of footsteps from beyond the cell — and
footsteps coming to a stop — became unnerving. He was thrown off-balance when interrogators
mentioned the names of his parents and where he went to high school.
"They used all the techniques you could believe to find information," he said.
Coming home
Muth was taken from Budapest to Stalag Luft III, a POW camp situated in what now is Poland. It was
popularized as the setting of the 1963 war film, "The Great Escape."
It was an officers' camp and he was kept with British and Canadian prisoners. When the Russians
advanced, the Germans decided their prisoners were coming with them. They marched for three days
in January 1945 and slept in barns at night.
They ended up at a camp in Nuremberg. Soon, the Americans and British advanced. He was moved
again to a camp north of Munich.
"That was the worst place I'd ever been," he said.
The camp was liberated on April 27, 1945, and Muth recalled standing just feet from iconic Gen. George
S. Patton.
Patton made sure the men had a good meal at long last, and "we gorged ourselves," Muth said. Of
course, going from little food to a rich meal had its consequences. The whole group fell sick.
After a few days, they moved on to Camp Lucky Strike in France. They enjoyed showers and shaves
and soon enough, Muth was aboard a ship heading home. He called his family in La Crosse after arriving
in New Jersey.
He talked of some of his prior missions.
On one flight, they could rely on landmarks to find a grassy air strip when delivering supplies to the
French underground. He spoke of the skill of the Tuskegee Airmen who provided cover on another flight.
"Not a soul touched us," Muth said.
Life after war
The sense of loss returned home with Muth. He wrote letters to the families of those who were lost
aboard the B-24.
Life moved on. He met his wife while they both studied at the teacher's college that's now the University
of Wisconsin-La Crosse.
Joan left the room at their residence for a short time while Philip spoke, but she returned and asked
whether he told the story. He hadn't, but easily melted into that memory.
He was drawn to her, and mentioned how the sunlight hit her red hair. He soon enough asked for her
some study help. It wasn't about his academics.
He turned toward Joan, called her "honey," and turned backed to me.
"After 67 years, I still call her 'honey,'" he said.
In addition to their daughter and son, the couple has two grandsons.
Philip Muth has since served in POW organizations. He still talks regularly by phone to John Esborn,
who was the left waist gunner aboard the B-24 and was also taken prisoner. Esborn, 94, today lives in
Ohio.
Muth acknowledged the key dates are ingrained. As for Oct. 7, the day the plane went down: "I take a
drink every year," he said.
He said he came home thin, but nonetheless came home. At 91, he has some modesty when it comes
to an ordeal that's tough for most to comprehend.
"We were treated a little bit rough," he said, while turning his focus to the men who were taken prisoners
by the Japanese.
"They suffered more than we did," Muth said.
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KutterKorner

2015 Wisconsin HOG Rally Update

- July 9, 10 & 11,

The 2015 Wisconsin Rally is only 45 days away as I write this article. Pre-registration is
closed. We have 753 registered attendees. That number is down a little from last year but
with two dealers having parties on the same weekend as the Wisconsin Rally, I am happy
with the numbers. We will still have on-site registration open starting Thursday July 9
thru Saturday July 11, 2015 at Kutter Harley Davidson. Speaking of dealers, following is
the notice sent by HOG regarding the sale of Kutter Harley Davidson and the effect on
the Wisconsin Rally:
Effective Monday, May 18, 2015 Kutter Harley-Davidson in Janesville has been sold and
in the near future the name will change to Boardtracker Harley-Davidson. The new owner
is excited to be a part of this fantastic HOG Event. General Manager, Paul Dwight, has
assured the 2015 Wisconsin HOG Rally Committee that this sale will not have any impact
on the upcoming Wisconsin HOG Rally to be held on July 9, 10 & 11, 2015 and we will
have their full support. Everything will remain as originally planned - hope to see you
there! Thank you to Kutter H-D for all their support.
All of the rides have been finalized. We still are in need of additional volunteers (they do
not have to be a chapter member) to help with parking, monitoring the grounds, 50/50
sales, quilt raffle ticket sales, and still need 5 people to be blackjack dealers on Friday
and Saturday from 2 to 5. You will receive training and should have a lot of fun! Please
sign up to help if you are able. Please contact either Jeff Robbins or me.
I am so thankful for the numbers of people who have already stepped up to volunteer and
help make this rally a successful one. I know I have told you already how grateful I am,
but I am saying it again – THANK YOU on behalf of myself and the rally committee!!!
Please hang a rally flyer up at the businesses you frequent to help advertise the Rally.
You can contact me at 608-290-6265 or duncs@t6b.com Be sure to like us on Facebook.

Here’s our website :
www.wistatehogrally.com
Deb Duncan
Rally Chairman

duncs@t6b.com
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Janesville Chapter 5547
2014 - 2015 Chapter Officers
Position

Name

Phone number

E-Mail

Director

David Miser

608-754-1580

dmiser@charter.net

Assistant Director

Lisa Radant

815-871-5116

weride03hd@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer

John Hedegaard

608-563-2608

hedegaard52@aol.com

Secretary

Deb Duncan

608-754-3706

duncs@t6b.com

Dealer Advisor

Gary Sinks

608-363-9697

gary@kutterharley.com

Dealer Representative

CeeCee Philipps

608-314-1720

ceecee@kutterharley.com

Activities Officer

Phil Muth

608-289-1447

macrackie@gmail.com

Editor

Don Carson

608-436-6876

doncarsondodge@yahoo.com

Road Captain

Lyle Boss

262-723-3446

lsb51698@charter.net

Assistant Road Captain

John Harris

262-949-5102

lt1441@yahoo.com

Ladies Of Harley

Mary Jackson

815-289-8692

mvj9@charter.net

Photographer

Cindy Miser

608-754-1580

cmiser@charter.net

Safety Officer

Dave MacDonald

815-979-2574

chefdavetbcm@mchsi.com

Membership Officer

Shiela Lund

608-295-7907

heartwild2004@sbcglobal.net

Merchandise Coordinator

Karen Hedegaard

608-563-2608

nerakh62@aol.com

Webmaster

Greg Stilwell

608-449-3619

greg@janesvillehog.com

Historian

Jeff Robbins

608-921-1584

hope2harley@yahoo.com

When sending e-mail to officers, please include the word “HOG” in the subject line.

Upcoming Events Calendar
June 2015
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Spring
MVP Party
Kuter HD
5:30-8pm

Bike Night Kutter HD
7

Closed Event

Chicken Run
Rockton WI
Leaves Kutter
9 AM
14

Bike Night Kutter HD
15

16

MDA Tub Run 20
st
Registration 21 Annual MDA
Tub Run
Kick Off Party
Kuter
HD
& Dinner @
Theresherman’s
Theresherman’s
Park
Park

Bike Night Kutter HD
21 MDA Tub Run

22
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27

Kutter Summer 30th
Anniversary Party
Monroe 11-3

Clean-Up
Father’s Day
1st day of Summer
28

Bike Night Kutter HD
29

Newsleter Deadline

JP Cycles Open House

JP Cycles Open House
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Bike Night Kutter HD

JP Cycles Open House

July 2015
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Fourth of July
Happy Birthday

America

5

6

7

8

13

14

10

Wisconsin HOG
Opening Ceremonies
Kutter HD
Janesville

Bike Night Kutter HD

12

9

15

16

Featured Entertainment
Shotgun Jane
Holiday Inn Janesville

17

Closed Event

20

Chapter Meeting 10am
Afton Pub & Park
Wings/Smelt $2.per
basket

26

27
MVP Gold Ride

21

22

23

24

18 Closed Event

25
Newsleter
Deadline

Bike Night Kutter HD

28

Rally

Rides, Events, Bands
Fun!
Closing Ceremonies

Ride to Salk Freedom
Ride
Leaves Kutters 9am

Bike Night Kutter HD

19

11

29

30

31

Bike Night Kutter HD
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The Last
Word…..

Notes, Tidbits, Thank You’s, Upcoming Events….

Hello,
I have some announcements to celebrate for the newsletter. The following events are
happening in June for my family:
June 11 – Our middle daughter Jessie graduates from Craig High School
June 12 – Brad and I will be celebrating our 17 year wedding anniversary
June 25 – Brad turns the BIG 4-0
Thank you,
Jackie Larson | Mfg. Administrative Assistant | ANGI Energy Systems, LLC

Please keep Cindy Miser in your
thoughts. Cindy is still in the hospital and
needs your prayers and support.
Get well wishes,
SCW HOG Chapter

Please Volunteer!
Our chapter is run by volunteers. We have many
opportunities throughout the year to become more
involved and pitch in…
We need and welcome your help and participation to
make your chapter successful!

Volunteer for our 2015 State HOG
Rally! We will need everyone’s
support.
We will need plenty of volunteers!
Contact: Jeff Robins: 608-921-1584
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