
 
 

July 2nd, 2020 
 
Dear families, 
 
Hello! My name is Chris Harris and I am incredibly excited to be joining the St. Clare community                  
as your new principal.  
 
I sent a letter of introduction to you back in May, but in case you missed it here is a little about                      
me: This school year will mark my 7th year as a Catholic school administrator, and prior to that I                   
spent 9 years in Catholic education as a 3rd grade teacher, technology coordinator, drama              
instructor, and principal intern. I am originally from Tigard, attending St. Anthony grade school              
and La Salle High School. My leadership style is to be mission driven, using the example Jesus                 
sets for us to love one another and aspire to be our best selves. I value organization,                 
collaboration and communication as important aspects of the position. I consider my vocation as              
principal to be in service to our shared mission as a parish-school community, rooted in the                
Gospel values and dedicated to the spiritual and educational development of the whole child. I               
look forward to collaborating with our teachers and staff, partnering with you to continue the St.                
Clare tradition to provide the very best education through the light of our Catholic faith.  
 
Yesterday was my first day in the office, although I have been working with Mrs. Bloudek and                 
Fr. Don this past week to ensure a smooth transition and to get my bearings. I am grateful to                   
them for their support and partnership. Mrs. MacNeur and Mr. Morgan have also been a great                
help as I navigate my way around the office. Last month I participated in a staff meeting to meet                   
with our faculty. We discussed the highlights and challenges of distance learning, and thoughts              
for the fall. Over the course of the next two weeks, I will be meeting with each staff member one                    
on one to get to know everyone and their roles here. I have truly appreciated the warm                 
welcome, and I look forward to meeting all of you as well in due time.  
 
Now on to the big question: What will the fall look like for our school?  
 
Our intention is to return on time (September 8th), five days per week, having full school days.  
Our current plan is within the CDC, ODE, and Diocese recommended guidelines and             
requirements. That being said, it is important to note that this plan will be dependent on local                 
and state conditions closer to the school year. Our staff will prepare for a hybrid/remote model                
of education in case the resurgence of COVID-19 in Oregon causes Gov. Brown to close               
schools again. In the coming weeks, I will be working with the staff, our preschool program, our                 
partner schools in the region, and the Archdiocese to finalize our reopening plan, order supplies,               
and prepare for a safe return in September. Our team has been analyzing our classroom               
spacing and reviewing guidelines for physical distancing and personal safety while in the             
building. 

1 



 
 
The document we will be working on is the Department of Catholic Schools (DCS) Return to                
School Framework. This is an ever-changing document and is updated as needed to reflect              
current CDC, ODE and OHA guidelines. This framework is intended to guide our Catholic              
Schools in the Archdiocese of Portland as we plan for the fall. We will be intentional and                 
cautious in our planning using extensive guidance from DCS, and as we prepare our school’s               
plan I will be sharing that information with you.  
 
Although I am just settling into the position, I have been a part of the reopening planning for the                   
past two months. I am a member of the Reopening Task Force for the Archdiocese Catholic                
School’s Department. Last week I participated in the ODE (Oregon Department of Education)             
webinar on state guidelines. I have communicated with the state Early Learning Division, I              
participate in the Multnomah County Emergency Operations calls with the private school liaison             
on Wednesdays, and have been actively coordinating with Catholic schools around the diocese.             
Last week I joined other principals to take a look at various supplies and technology we may                 
need to order. As our plan develops, I will keep you posted on the important steps we are taking                   
toward a safe return.  
 
If you need to reach me, please feel free to contact me by email over the summer. Please note                   
that our priority over the next few weeks will be to focus on preparing for re-opening. I will also                   
be taking some time with my family (The office is typically closed during the month of July), but I                   
will respond to emails when I can. Starting in August, I will be more available to respond in a                   
timely manner and to meet with families to get to know our community.  
 
I will be reaching out with an update in the coming weeks and an opportunity for you to share                   
feedback. We will plan to share a more detailed framework at the beginning of August.  
 
I hope this summer brings you a nice break from screens and an opportunity for relaxation and                 
fun. I can’t wait to meet you and your children, and please know that you will be in my prayers.  
 
I pray for your good health, safety, and blessings for a great summer ahead.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Chris Harris 
Principal 
St. Clare Catholic School 
(503) 244-7600 
charris@stclarepdx.org 
stclarepdx.org 
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